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Celebrating a centennial, and a cit y
This is our third and final special commemorative 

section celebrating the 100th anniversary of Attleboro 

as a city. In it, you’ll find a complete rundown on all 

the events the city has planned for Saturday, Sept. 6, 

as well as a kickoff party on Friday eventing, Sept. 5. 

You’ll also enjoy reading essays from some well known, 

and not so well known, Attleboreans conveying why 

they love the city they call home. We hope you enjoy 

them, and enjoy yourself at the celebration!

At right, Gilbert Perry Square in downtown Attleboro. 
(Staff photo by Mark Stockwell)

Proud to be Doing
Business in Attleboro

- Since 1946 -

123 East Street
Attleboro, MA

FOUNDERS
WALTER REARDON & HOWARD LYNCH

1946

•  Third Generation Family Owned Company

•  Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, and Air Conditioning

• Servicing Retail and Wholesale Customers

• 17 Locations with 8 Retail Showrooms

• Our Design Team is Here to Help Create the 
Kitchen & Bathroom of Your Dreams.

RETAIL SHOWROOM:
11 Robert F. Toner Blvd.

North Attleboro, MA

OWNERS
JAMIE & JASON REARDON

2014

www.KitchenBathGallery.comwww.SupplyNewEngland.com

Happy 100th
Anniversary Attleboro
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BY GEORGE W. RHODES
SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

B
y numbers alone, the city’s 

Centennial Parade, dubbed the 

“Grand Parade,” is big — re-

ally big.

There are six divisions and 125 

marching or rolling units, including 16 

bands and 16 f loats, as well as dignitar-

ies such as Guatemalan Consul Gener-

al Patricia Lavagnino, who works out of 

Providence, U.S. Rep. Joseph Kenne-

dy III, Mayor Kevin Dumas, state legis-

lators, city councilors and school board 

members.

There’ll be something for everyone 

in the Saturday parade, which is expect-

ed to be about a mile long and take two 

hours to cover the 2.2 mile route from 

Hayward Field to Capron Park, parade 

planner and Veterans Agent Carl Brad-

shaw said.

“The number of units doesn’t repre-

sent the enormity of it,” he said. “I think 

it’s going to be the largest parade Attle-

boro has ever seen.”

Each of the city’s schools has entered 

a f loat and students will be marching 

alongside them.

And for those who missed seeing the 

“Kissing Sailor,” George Mendonsa, in 

the Memorial Day Parade, he’ll be back 

for an encore appearance.

Mendonsa is the sailor from the icon-

ic Life magazine photo of a sailor cel-

ebrating the end of World War II in 

Times Square by kissing a nurse plucked 

at random out of a joyous crowd.

 He’ll be signing autographs in Vet-

erans Triangle in Capron Park after the 

procession, so parade-goers are encour-

aged to bring books, photos, magazines 

or posters, Bradshaw said.

Another well known personality, The 

Dancing Cop, Tony Lepore of Provi-

dence, will entertain the crowd with his 

traffic directing routine.

Dumas is expecting big crowds along 

the route of the parade, which begins at 

10 a.m.

From Hayward Field, marchers will 

proceed south on North Avenue to West 

Street and then to North Main Street.

 From North Main, they will turn 

west on County Street and end at Cap-

ron Park.

After the parade, the crowd can en-

joy live music, food from gourmet food 

trucks and numerous displays in the park 

all afternoon until a big fireworks show 

commencing at dark.

Dumas said the crowd at Capron 

Park could number 20,000 to 30,000 

people throughout the day.

GATRA will shuttle people to the 

park from the MBTA lot off South 

Main Street.

“It’s going to be fantastic,” the may-

or said.

The heart of any parade is the 

marching bands, and there’ll be some 

good ones, Bradshaw said.

The procession will include several 

fife and drum corps, such as Yankee Fife 

and Drum, Colchester Fife and Drum 

and the Kentish Guards.

At least one pipe band, Mystic Hy-

land Pipe Band, is to march along with 

several high school bands, including the 

Attleboro High School Marching Band.

The Mexico Lindo Mariachi Band, 

the Hills Mills Clown Band, the North-

east Italian Band and the Hot Tamale 

Band, which specializes in New Orleans 

jazz, will provide a wide array of musical 

styles and performances, he said.

The parade’s grand marshal will be 

Michael “Mickey” Zito, 87. He’s a Na-

vy veteran from World War II and is 

well known for his store, Zito’s Market, 

which he ran for many years.

Zito is the husband of school board 

member Fran Zito. 

As grand marshal, Zito will head the 

parade, along with a large contingent 

of city police officers and the city’s cer-

emonial birthday cake, which has been 

on display near Veterans Triangle. A real 

cake which will be shared by centennial 

celebrants is being prepared by the Attle-

boro High School culinary arts program.

Bradshaw said he is excited about the 

procession, now that the work of finding 

marchers has been done.

He said he went online to find groups 

who participated in other parades, and 

consulted with veteran parade organizers 

such as those in Bristol, R.I., who put to-

gether the much-heralded Fourth of July 

parade every year.

“I probably invited two-hundred 

groups,” Bradshaw said. “I threw out a 

big net and systematically invited all of 

them. This parade’s going to be good.”

GEORGE W. RHODES can 

be reached at 508-236-0432, at 

grhodes@thesunchronicle.com 

and on Twitter @SCAttleboro.

A Grand Parade indeed
Centennial procession may be biggest city has ever seen

HERE IS a rundown of the units that will 
be marching in the city’s Centennial 
Parade on Saturday:

DIVISION A

ATTLEBORO POLICE Department
GRAND MARSHAL
BIRTHDAY CAKE float
MAYOR KEVIN Dumas
CITY COUNCIL and elected officials
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
CITY BIRTHDAY parade float
COUNCILOR RONALD Churchill in car
COMMITTEE MEMBER Fran Zito in car
CONGRESSMAN JOSEPH Kennedy III
STATE SEN. James Timilty
STATE SEN. Richard Ross
STATE REP. Betty Poirier
STATE REP. Paul Heroux
DIGHTON-REHOBOTH MARCHING Band
AMERICAN FLAG honor guard
AWVC AND Post Commanders
VETERANS AND military flags
MARCHING VETERANS
VETERANS BIRTHDAY float
VETERANS TRANSPORTATION float
VETERANS VAN
BRISTOL LIMOUSINE — The Kissing 

Sailor
BLISS DAIRY horse-drawn milk wagon
ATTLEBORO ELKS float
ATTLEBORO COUNCIL on Aging
YANKEE FIFE and Drum
REHOBOTH MINUTEMEN
ATTLEBORO HISTORICAL Society
COLCHESTER FIFE and Drum
ATTLEBORO CHAPTER of the DAR
THE BOURBONNAIS
BREWSTER AMBULANCE
MEXICO LINDO Mariachi Band
FIRE DEPARTMENT vehicle

DIVISION B

FIRE HONOR Guard
ANTIQUE FIRE Truck
CHIEF SCOTT LaChance
HILLS MILLS Clown Band
WILLETT SCHOOL birthday float
WILLETT STUDENTS and faculty

Grand Parade, 
unit by unit

SEE UNITS, PAGE 4 �

Flag bearer Ed Stanton leads veterans down County Street during the Attleboro Memorial 
Day Parade in May. Look for an even bigger procession on Saturday. (Staff file photo)
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FROM PAGE 3
UNICYCLIST AND two clowns
GUATEMALAN FLOAT and 

Music
GUATEMALAN COUNSEL Gen-

eral to U.S.
GUATEMALAN AMERICANS 

of Attleboro
STUDLEY SCHOOL birthday 

float
STUDLEY STUDENTS and 

faculty
MYSTIC HYLAND Pipe Band
THACHER SCHOOL birthday 

float
THACHER STUDENTS and 

faculty
THE DANCING Cop
HILL-ROBERTS SCHOOL birth-

day float
HILL-ROBERTS STUDENTS 

and faculty
SHEPARD HILL Marching 

Band
HYMAN-FINE SCHOOL birth-

day float
HYMAN-FINE STUDENTS and 

Faculty
ATTLEBORO PUBLIC Library

2ND MASS. Regiment Fife 
and Drum

SOUTH ATTLEBORO Lions 
Club

SOUTH ATTLEBORO Village 
Lions Club

ATTLEBORO HIGH School 
Leos

LIONS FLOAT
KENTISH GUARDS
KENTISH GUARDS Fife and 

Drum
FIRE DEPARTMENT vehicle

DIVISION C

NORTON POLICE Department
HOT TAMALE Band (New 

Orleans)
COELHO MIDDLE School float
COELHO MIDDLE School 

students
ATTLEBORO ARTS Museum
BISHOP FEEHAN High School 

Band
BISHOP FEEHAN cheerlead-

ers
BISHOP FEEHAN majorettes
BRENNAN MIDDLE School

BRENNAN MIDDLE School 
students

NEW HAMPSHIRE Police P 
and D

WARMSUTTA MIDDLE School 
float

WARMSUTTA MIDDLE School 
students

20TH MASS Volunteer Infan-
try

ATTLEBORO HIGH School 
float

ATTLEBORO HIGH School 
students

 ATTLEBORO HIGH School 
cheerleaders

ATTLEBORO HIGH School 
band

ATTLEBORO HIGH School 
sports teams

FIRE DEPARTMENT vehicle

DIVISION D

PAWTUCKET POLICE Depart-
ment

CRYAN LANDSCAPE
EZEKCKIEL BATES Lodge 

Masons

FEDERAL BLUES
GIRL SCOUTS
NEW HEART New Spirit Evan-

gelical Church
NORWOOD COLONIAL Boys
THE BOY Scouts
GLOUCESTER LIGHT Infantry
ATTLEBORO YOUTH Council
AMJ DANCE Center
SECOND CONGREGATIONAL 

Church
SCORPIO’S ITALIAN Eatery
NORTHEAST ITALIAN Band
BUTLER’S GYMNASTICS
GOOD SHEPHERD Lutheran 

Church
ATTLEBORO COMMUNITY 

Theater
FIRE DEPARTMENT vehicle

DIVISION E

CUMBERLAND POLICE 
Department

ATTLEBORO YMCA
YMCA SWIM team
CASE HIGH School (Swansea) 

band
MURRAY UNITARIAN Univer-

salist Church
ATTLEBORO ROTARY Club 

Float
ATTLEBORO POP Warner
CASE SNOW Removal
CENTENARY UNITED Method-

ist Church
ATTLEBORO AREA Council of 

Churches
ST. VINCENT de Paul Parish
PORTUGUESE GROUP
THE BREAKFAST Place
THE SUN Chronicle
THE ARC of Bristol County
JUMBALI FIFT Zumba
BRISTOL COMMUNITY Col-

lege
WRNP 1320 AM Radio
U.S NAVY Sea Cadets
GIRL SCOUT Troop 4993
TROOP 15/PACK 33 Scouts
TAKE THIS Junk Removal 

Services
PLAINRIDGE RACECOURSE
FIRE DEPARTMENT vehicle

DIVISION F

NORTH ATTLEBORO Police 

Department
G.I. JOE’S of North Attleboro
ANTIQUE CARS
NEW LIBERTY Jazz Band
OLD COLONY Model T Club
W.H. RILEY and Son, Inc.

RHODE ISLAND Chapter Roll-
ing Thunder

MILITARY VEHICLES 
— 338th Engineer Co

FIRE TRUCKS
ATTLEBORO POLICE car

UNITS: Here’s rundown of Grand Parade participants

The Attleboro Memorial Day Parade 
proceeds down County Street to Capron Park 

last May. (Staff file photo)

Transforming a house into a home, your home!

HOURS
Mon., Tues., Fri.
 8:30am-5:00pm

Wed., Th urs.  
8:30am-7:00pm

Sat. 
9:00am-4:30pm

1764 MENDON ROAD • CUMBERLAND, RI
401.334.7317  •  fax: 401.334.6063  •  (Exit 10 off  295 - McDonald’s Plaza)

www.cumberlandkitchen.com

FREE Kohler
faucet and stock 16 gauge sink 

with full kitchen remodel.

FREE Kohler
accessory pack with full 

bathroom remodel.
(visit store for selection, not valid on 

open quotes)  Exp. 11/30/14

LOCATED MINUTES FROM MA!info@cumberlandkitchen.com

S E R V I C E S

• Tax Services

• Individual Services for Financial 

 and Estate Planning

• Business Services for Auditing, 

 Reviews

• Consulting Services for Strategic 

 Business Planning and more.

Congratulations Attleboro 
on your 100th Anniversary!

Collins, Smith & O’Connor, LLP
C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N T A N T S

Collins, Smith & O’Connor, LLP is a full service accounting fi rm 

dedicated to providing our clients with professional, personalized service 

and guidance for a wide range of fi nancial and business needs.

7 7  N O R T H  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  A T T L E B O R O ,  M A
--   |   www.csollp.com 



Fine Namebadges Since 1947
Best impressions begin here!

51 Newcomb Street  •  Attleboro, MA  • (508)222-2877  •  www.ReevesNamepins.com

First with the leaders large & small 
for many good reasons!

Great care is taken in each production step: die 
forming, engraving and polishing, plating and 
fi nishing. There are numerous special design features 
(bottom) developed with some of our Leading Police 
and Fire Departments and Government Agencies. 
Service is outstanding...most orders, large or 
small are out next or following day!

  REEVES IS A RESPECTFUL LEADER FOR 
• Commercial/Public/Fraternal
• Law Enforcement/Public Safety

  Including Attleboro Police Dept.
• Lodging/Hospitality
• Nursing/Healthcare
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September 5

YMCA ROOFTOP PARTY
6 TO 10 p.m.
LIVE MUSIC by James Foster Jazz, Din-

ner prepared by Matt Haist (Executive 
Chef of The Capital Grille, Providence), 
Raw Bar by Neil Thompson (Windfall 
Shellfish), Select beer and wine cour-
tesy of City Spirits, Silent Auction

$50/PERSON
PROCEEDS DONATED to “Attleboro 

YMCA: Best Friends Campaign” pro-
viding financial assistance for those 
in need.

September 6

GRAND PARADE
10 A.M. to 12:30 p.m.
ROUTE: THE parade will commence 

at Hayward Field on North Avenue, 
continuing to West Street, North Main 
Street, County Street, and conclude 
at Capron Park. The parade route is 
approximately 2 miles in length.

MAYOR KEVIN J. DUMAS
— WELCOME

12:30 P.M.
LARGE ENTERTAINMENT Stage at the 

Capron Park Flats (field behind the 

Park Administration Building, 199 
County St.)

CITYWIDE COMMUNITY PHOTO
12:45 P.M.
THE SUN Chronicle will be taking an 

aerial Citywide Community Photo at 
the Capron Park Flats 

100TH BIRTHDAY CAKE CUTTING
DIRECTLY FOLLOWING Citywide Com-

munity Photo

ENTERTAINMENT

CAPRON PARK Flats (field behind the 
Park Administration Building)

11:30 A.M.–12:15 p.m.; 2:30 p.m.-
3 p.m.: Jojo Melina – Coordinated 
Dance Ensemble

1 P.M.-2:30 p.m.: The Simply Sinatra 
Rat Pack Show (Featuring Mike Dutra, 
Chuck Wansley, Steven Palumbo)

3 P.M.-3:45 p.m.: Jillian Jensen — Sea-
son 2 X-Factor, Season 13 American 
Idol

4 P.M.-4:45 p.m.: The Dixie Diehards
5 P.M.-5:45 p.m.: UMass Boston Jazz 

Ensemble
5:45 P.M.-6:15 p.m.: Mike Petit
6:30 P.M.-7:45 p.m.: Navy Band North-

east Pops Ensemble

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
1 P.M.–5 p.m., between the “Old Band-

stand” and the Playground
1 P.M.–4 p.m.: Face Painting
1 P.M.–4 p.m.: Caricatures
1 P.M.-4 p.m.: Craft Projects (Library)
1 P.M.-4 p.m.: Tattoos (YMCA)
1 P.M.-4 p.m.: Craft Projects (Oak Knoll 

Sanctuary)
1 P.M.-4 p.m.: Craft Projects (Land 

Trust)
1 P.M.-4 p.m.: Touch a Truck (Fire and 

Police Departments)
1 P.M.-1:45 p.m.: Juggling Show
2 P.M.-2:45 p.m.: Clown Balloon Show
3 P.M.-3:45 p.m.: Puppet Show
4 P.M.-4:45 p.m.: Magic Show
BOUNCE HOUSE – O’Connell Field 

behind the Capron Park Zoo parking 
Lot.

FERRIS WHEEL – adjacent to the Park 
Administration Building at 199 County 
St.

2 P.M.-4 p.m. Ice Cream truck (Chil-
dren’s Area)

OLD FASHION FUN 
AT O’CONNELL FIELD

1 P.M.-4 p.m. (field behind the Capron 
Park Zoo parking lot)

— ATTLEBORO Public Library-Attleboro 
1ABC, The Literacy Center, Recreation 

Commission & YMCA sponsored wiffle 
ball game and take home their “Big 
Read” book. All are welcome!

— OLD Fashioned Games & Races 
– YMCA & Attleboro Recreation Com-
mission and Attleboro Rotary

COMMUNITY PARTNER EXHIBITIONS 
WITHIN CAPRON PARK

12:30 P.M.–4 p.m.
AVENUE OF Pin Oaks at WWI Veteran’s 

Memorial Avenue 12:30 p.m.-3 p.m.

— WOMEN at Work Museum
— ATTLEBORO Jewelry Markers
— ATTLEBORO Industrial Museum
— ATTLEBORO Arts Museum

WOLFENDEN FOUNTAIN 12:30 p.m.-4 
p.m.

— ATTLEBORO Historical Commission 
will have historical house book for res-
idents to look in to see if their house 

100th birthday schedule of events

The Dixie Diehards will be part of the 
entertainment at Capron Park Flats.

- Your Complete Hardware Store -

40 NORTH MAIN STREET ATTLEBORO
www.easternsupplyco.com  |  508-222-1557

Owner, Bob Shapiro and Manager, Paul Ladouceur

Serving the Attleboro area for 74 years.
Knowledgeable and Courteous Customer Service

BEST 
WISHES

ATTLEBORO 
on your 

100th

SIMPLY ITALIAN

Summer Schedule
Tuesday - Friday  10 - 7

Saturday 10 - 4

84 TAUNTON STREET   •   RTE 152   •   PLAINVILLE, MA
BEHIND BOSTON TROPICAL TREE

(508)643-4500 | sorellassimplyitalian.com

•   DINE IN   •   TAKE OUT   •   DELIVERY   •   CATERING   •

Catering for 
ALL Occasions!

Authentic Italian Cooking   •   Take Out Dinners

Delicious Homemade Soups Every Day!

�  Overstuff ed Delicous 
Sandwiches

�  Calzones
�  Homemade Soups
�  Pizza
�  Italian Dinners

HAPPY 100TH ATTLEBORO!



is a historical home, WARA micro-
phone

— ATTLEBORO Historic Preservation 
Society will have book for residents 
to sign for the time capsule and time 
capsule

— DAUGHTER’S of the American Revo-
lution (D.A.R.)

— ATTLEBORO Farmer’s Market - His-
tory of Farming

— MASONS - 150 years of Freemason 
history in Attleboro

ANDERSON ROSE GARDEN 
12:30 P.M. - 4 p.m.
— ATTLEBORO Garden Club – Ander-

son Rose Garden
CIVIL WAR Monument 12:30 p.m. - 4 

p.m.
— CIVIL War Reenactors will camp and 

present a living history
VETERAN TRIANGLE 12:30 - 4 p.m.
— VETERANS groups to recruit mem-

bership and answer questions

CAPRON PARK ZOO
10 A.M.-5 p.m.

— FREE Open to the public from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m..

— CRAFT Fair Exhibition – located 
inside Zoo

— NON-PROFITS - located inside Zoo

FIREWORKS 
8 P.M.
A FIREWORKS show will be held at 

Capron Park and will also be seen 
in the surrounding neighborhoods to 
Capron Park. Please arrive early.

FOOD & HYDRATION
FOOD TRUCKS will be on-site to serve 

food and beverages to guests at mar-
ket rate. They will be arranged in the 
Capron Park Zoo parking lot. Food 
Trucks will assemble at 11 a.m. and 
provide service until 10 p.m.

TWO HYDRATION Stations at Event 
- Operated by the Friends of Capron 
Park Zoo

TRANSPORTATION & PARKING
— THERE will be no parking within 

Capron Park during the celebration. 

However, GATRA shuttles will be 
provided to and from Capron Park 
from the MBTA parking facility at the 
Downtown Train Station off of Wall 
Street. From 12:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Use of public transportation encour-
aged.

— ON-STREET parking is allowed on 
all surrounding neighborhood streets 
in the vicinity of Capron Park unless 
specifically noted otherwise.

— HANDICAPPED parking available at 
the MBTA parking facility.

WEATHER HOTLINE
100TH BIRTHDAY Hotline: You can 

determine if the Birthday Celebration 
is being held by calling the Birthday 
Hotline at 774-203-1800 after 3 p.m. 
on Friday, Sept. 5. The rain date is 
Sunday, Sept. 7, if necessary, and 
the time for all events will remain the 
same. You can also check the city’s 
website at www.cityofattleboro.us.

PETS
TO ENSURE the safety of your pet and 

that of the public, we respectfully 
ask that you refrain from bringing any 
pets due to the large number of peo-
ple expected at this event. Therefore, 

pets will not be permitted within the 
park facility during the celebration.

SOURCE: City of Attleboro website, 
cityofattleboro.us.

EV ENT SCHEDULE
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Capron Park Zoo will be open to the public for free from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. during the centennial celebration. (Staff file photo)



Working together every step of the way!>

TharpeRobbins
400 O’Neil Blvd., Attleboro, MA

TR Headquarters
149 Crawford Rd., Statesville, NC

1.800.688.3024
TharpeRobbins.com

Rich in history and expertise, The Robbins Company was established in 
1892 by Charles Robbins, a prominent jeweler in Attleboro, Mass. In a 
shed near his home, he produced his first piece of jewelry, a campaign 
button to promote Benjamin Harrison for president.

Being in the awards and 
recognition business, 
we’d like to say… 
Congratulations Attleboro!Things have evolved since 1892. In 2007, 

The Robbins Company merged with 
Statesville, N.C. business, The Tharpe 
Company to form The TharpeRobbins 
Company, further strengthening the 
services offered. While our name has 
changed, what we do has not. We 
continue to manufacture jewelry and 
awards in our ISO-certified facility in 
Attleboro, Mass. 

Our manufacturing facilities have been 
offering our clients world-class design 
and craftsmanship for over 100 years.  
Our history ranges from casting a gold 
medallion in 1927 to honor Charles A 
Lindbergh’s first solo transatlantic flight, 
the 1950’s cereal box “decoder ring”, 
Olympic Medals, World Series Awards 
and 9/11 Medals of Honor and Heroism 
to NASA Flight Medallions.

TharpeRobbins prides itself on its history 
and the legacy it continues, including 
the citizens and craftsmen of the greater 
Attleboro area that we employ. The 
talented people in our manufacturing 
department have been with us an average 
of 15 years and many of them live in the 
city or surrounding communities. 

Today, we are regarded as an innovative, 
dynamic force in the recognition 
industry, with a client list that includes 
many Fortune 1000 companies. Our 
manufacturing facility incorporates cutting 
edge technologies and strategies that 
unite our old world craftsmanship with 
the 21st century. We can create custom 
client award from the ground up to fashion 
jewelry crafted from precious metals. The 
goal is to be the best at what we do – from 
design to manufacturing, quality, and value 
– all made here in the U.S.A, but more 
specifically in Attleboro, Mass. 

To the citizens and craftsmen of the greater Attleboro 
community: You’ve personally played an enormous role in 
our growth and success. We wouldn’t be where we are today 
without you. We “thank you” and we tip our hats to the city 
of Attleboro as it celebrates its 100th anniversary.
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T
he Attleboro Y will kick off the city’s 

100th birthday weekend with its an-

nual Rooftop Party atop the Y’s 

Downtown Branch. The Y is inviting the 

community to enjoy an evening of food, music 

and friends under the stars on Friday, Sept. 5.

The fundraising event will feature a din-

ner prepared by Matt Haist, executive chef of 

The Capital Grille in Providence, a raw bar 

by Neil Thompson of Windfall Shellfish, and 

beer and wine courtesy of City Spirits.

Music will be provided by James Fos-

ter jazz and there will also be a silent auc-

tion. Philadelphia Insurance is once again the 

event sponsor.

“We’re so proud that the Attleboro Y has 

been a part of our city’s history for the past 

100 years and even earlier, so we couldn’t be 

happier to host the kickoff for this celebra-

tory weekend,” said Robin McDonald, CEO 

of the Attleboro YMCA. “Personally, I can’t 

think of a better way to celebrate Attleboro’s 

birthday than an evening of music, great 

food, good friends and a panoramic view of 

the city.”

All proceeds support the Attleboro Y’s 

Best Friends Campaign, which helps fund 

the Y’s scholarship programs, camp schol-

arships, subsidized memberships through 

Membership for All, subsidized child care 

programs, the Livestrong at the YMCA pro-

gram, and more.

Tickets for the Rooftop Party are $50 

per person and are available at both Attle-

boro YMCA branches and online at attle-

boroymca.eventbrite.com.

For more information, contact McDon-

ald at 508-409-0762 or rmcdonald@attle-

boroymca.org.

Celebration starts with Y’s Rooftop Party

Guests enjoy food and socializing 
at the Attleboro Y’s 2012 Rooftop 

Party. (Staff file photo)

Sousa & DeMayo
FABRICATION ENGINEERING SPECIALISTS

CONGRATULATIONS 
ATTLEBORO!

100th YEAR ANNIVERSARY

266 John Dietsch Blvd.  |  Attleboro Falls, MA
508-695-6800  |  www.sousademayo.com

FABRICATION - MACHINING - FINISHING -  ASSEMBLY

Proudly Serving 
New England
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BY KASSMIN WILLIAMS 
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

T
he city’s 100th birth-

day celebration can’t last 

forever, but the moment 

will live on in an aerial citywide 

community photo of the cele-

bration. 

A Sun Chronicle photog-

rapher stood on top of the for-

mer London’s department store 

building in 1994 during a cel-

ebration marking Attleboro’s 

350th and snapped a photo of 

hundreds of residents gathered 

for the shot. A similar photo was 

taken at a millennium celebra-

tion in 2000 at Capron Park. 

The city will continue the 

tradition at 12:45 p.m. Satur-

day at the Capron Park Flats, 

a field behind the administra-

tion building at 199 County St. 

A Sun Chronicle photographer 

will take an overhead communi-

ty photo from a cherry picker. 

“I think it’s a wonderful op-

portunity to capture all of 

those people who are in atten-

dance and all of our schools and 

schoolchildren who are going to 

be involved,” Mayor Kevin Du-

mas said. 

“We have the community-

wide photo for those who want 

to be a part of history that on-

ly happens once every one hun-

dred years.”

The photo follows the pa-

rade, which runs from 10 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m., and remarks by 

Dumas at 12:30. It precedes the 

birthday cake cutting. 

City council administrative 

assistant Linda Alger said offi-

cials haven’t decided what they’d 

do with the photo after it’s tak-

en, but added, “I’m sure we’ll 

find a place for it in city hall,” 

which is where the 1994 photo 

ended up. 

That photo provides an op-

portunity for longtime residents 

to look back and remember the 

day and gives new residents and 

visitors a sense of the communi-

ty, officials said. 

“It’s nice to look back on the 

photo that we have and just see 

all the people that were there,” 

said Alison Wood, the mayor’s 

office legal secretary.

Living in the moment of a 

celebration can be a lot differ-

ent than looking back at it, Al-

ger said. 

“I think when you’re taking it 

at the time, it’s nice and it’s fun. 

Now when I look at (photo from 

1994), it has a lot more mean-

ing,” she said.

Everyone say cheese!
Community photo will be part of the festivities
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394 Old Colony Road, Norton, MA
(508)222-7600 • rontrans.com

Open: 8am - 5pm

RON’S 
TRANSMISSION 

SERVICES

RON’S 
TRANSMISSION 

SERVICES

RON’S 
TRANSMISSION 

SERVICES

Happy 100th 
Anniversary Attleboro!

Ron Haskell
VOTED BEST TRANSMISSION SHOP 

— 7 Years in a Row —

Serving all of Attleboro for 39 years

Part of your past, vital to your future!

Proudly serving Attleboro since 1978

10 Oak Street  
Taunton, MA 02780 

800-483-2500
www.gatra.org
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BY KASSMIN WILLIAMS 
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

T
he city will be bringing 

back an old tradition when 

it presents a fireworks dis-

play during the 100th birthday 

celebration. 

The show will take place at 

Capron Park for the first time in 

more than 50 years. 

“These are going to be very 

different because the area we’re 

going to be shooting in is a very 

populated area, so there are go-

ing to be much larger shells and 

they’re going to be shot a lot high-

er,” city council administrative as-

sistant Linda Alger said. 

The show will start at 8 p.m. 

and will be viewable from the 

Capron Park Flats, the field be-

hind the park administration 

building, and O’Connell Field be-

tween Attleboro High School and 

the park. 

The ground show that is held 

during the Independence Day 

fireworks display will not be part 

of this show, however. 

“We won’t be having that be-

cause people just won’t be able to 

see it,” Alger said. 

Atlas PyroVision Productions, 

who has provided fireworks for 

the city for a number of years, will 

be producing the fireworks for the 

centennial celebration.

In honor of the occasion, Atlas 

has donated $2,500 in additional 

fireworks to the show. 

Atlas Vice President Matt 

Shea said the unique location of 

Capron Park calls for bigger fire-

works. 

“We thought by enhancing it, 

it would make the show that much 

better,” Shea said. 

Shea called the donation the 

company’s way of thanking the 

city for its loyalty throughout the 

years. 

“Atlas has been producing fire-

works for the city for at least the 

past 15 to 20 years and they’ve al-

ways been loyal to us and they love 

us. They like our technicians, they 

like the quality of what we pro-

vide,” Shea said. “When you de-

velop relationships with your cus-

tomers and your communities over 

the years, if you have the oppor-

tunity to give back just even a lit-

tle bit, you do. We feel that this is 

just a very small token of us saying 

thank you very much for working 

with us all of these years.”

 Entertainment is expected to 

continue up until the fireworks 

display and the food trucks will 

be available throughout and after 

the display.

A blast from the past
Capron Park fireworks will recall an earlier time

Fireworks explode over Hayward Field in Attleboro 
last 4th of July. (Staff photo by Martin Gavin)

Pizza

We DeliverWe Deliver
508-455-4701

Happy 100th Happy 100th 
Anniversary Anniversary 

AttleboroAttleboro
Thank You for including 
us in the city’s on-going 
rejuvenation efforts 
in the downtown area
     - Paul Albrecht and Staff

Visit our new website
Online ordering now availableOnline ordering now available

P a r k S t r e e t P i z z a . n e t

104 Park Street, Attleboro

Fresh Seafood • Chicken Wings • Homemade Soups
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BY KASSMIN WILLIAMS 
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

T
he city’s 100th birthday will bring back 

a taste of one of the city’s most popu-

lar — perhaps too popular — events of 

this year. 

The 100th celebration will include about 

15 food trucks including Got a Q BBQ , veg-

an ice cream truck Like No Udder and arti-

san pizza truck The Gilded Tomato, according 

to Capron Park Zoo curator of education Mel-

anie Fernandes, who is organizing the food 

trucks. 

“It’s nice to be able to contribute to some-

thing as big as the centennial event,” Fer-

nandes said. “... it’s kind of nice to be dealing 

with something I’m familiar with and to make 

it happen for the city.”

The city had its first ever food truck festi-

val at Capron Park Zoo in July. The event at-

tracted a huge crowd of more than 2,000 peo-

ple, some of whom waited 90 minutes to place 

their orders. Others weren’t able to get into the 

food truck festival at all. 

For the centennial celebration, food trucks 

will be in the Capron Park Zoo parking lot 

from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

“Everyone’s got to eat, right?” Fernandes 

said. “So we have to have something there for 

people to eat.”

Food trucks, she added, have come a long 

way from the “silver coach with stale sand-

wiches” people once could expect.

“It’s so different now. They are a complete-

ly new paradigm; they really are a full-service 

kitchen with some type of cuisine rather than 

just a quick hamburger or hot dog.”

Gilded Tomato President and CEO Julie 

Sweet expressed excitement over taking part 

in the city’s 100th birthday celebration. 

“We’re looking forward to just all the 

wonderful people who will be out there and 

cooking some wood-fired artisan pizzas for 

them and just seeing all of the happy fac-

es of the children and the families,” Sweet 

said. 

Two hydration stations operated by the 

Friends of Capron Park Zoo will also be in 

the area with the food trucks.

Food trucks return

The Capron Park Zoo Food Truck 
Festival attracted an overflow 

crowd in June. (Staff file photo by 
Mike George)

Capron Park Zoo will again host hot dining trend for centennial party

FAMILY OWNED
Est. 1972

General Tool & Supply Co. OVER 
125,000 ITEMS 

in our 
WAREHOUSE1370 COUNTY STREET  |  ATTLEBORO, MA

PULLEYS   •   SAW BL ADES   •   FILES   •   TOOLBOXES   •   AIR HOSES AND REELS   •   HAND TOOLS   •   HAMMERS   •   BRUSHES
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508-222-3423 | www.generaltoolworldwide.com

WE SPECIALIZE IN SUCH ELITE NAME BRANDS SUCH AS 

Norton Abrasives, Mitutoyo and Starrett Precision Tools, 
Kennedy and Gerstner Toolboxes, LPS Lubricants, 

Holo-Krome fasteners, and much more.

WE CONGRATULATE ATTLEBORO 
on its 100th ANNIVERSARY!

“Industrial Supplies Is Our Business”

Absolute Digital Caliper Toolmakers Apron

Chapman Hex Bit Sets Dial Indicator Magnetic 
Base Combo

Grinding Wheels

Professional Sharpening 
System

Providing Same Day Service



Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, September 3, 2014 � The Attleboro Sun and The North Attleboro Chronicle, September 5, 2014 13



CHILDR EN’S  ACTI V IT IE S

14    Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, September 3, 2014 � The Attleboro Sun and The North Attleboro Chronicle, September 5, 2014

BY KASSMIN WILLIAMS 
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

P
arents and children have an array of activities to choose from 

during the city’s 100th birthday celebration. 

The activities, sponsored by Comcast Xfinity, will be held 

between the old bandstand and the playground at Capron Park be-

tween 1 and 5 p.m. 

They include caricatures, face painting, Touch a Truck with the 

fire and police departments, and various craft projects with the Attle-

boro Public Library, Oak Knoll Wildlife Sanctuary and the Attleboro 

Land Trust.

There will also be a juggling show from 1 to 1:45 p.m. and a clown 

balloon show from 2 to 2:45 p.m. At 3 p.m., there will be a puppet 

show and at 4 p.m., a magic show. 

Sturdy Memorial Hospital will be providing an ice cream truck 

from 2 to 4 p.m. in the children’s area. 

Parents and children can also take a break from the designated chil-

dren’s area and take a ride on the Ferris wheel adjacent to the park ad-

ministration building at 199 County St., or enjoy the bounce house at 

O’Connell Field behind Capron Park Zoo. 

O’Connell Field will also host the Old Fashioned Games and Races 

being put on from 1 to 4 p.m. by the YMCA, the Attleboro Recreation 

Department and the Attleboro Rotary.

The library and Attleboro 1ABC, the literacy center, recreation 

commission and the YMCA will sponsor wiff le ball games from 1 to 4 

p.m. on the O’Connell Field. 

Attleboro Library Director Joan Pilkington-Smyth said it’s impor-

tant for the library to celebrate the city with the mayor, the city coun-

cil and the community. 

“The library has been in the city for 107 years, so it was started by 

the same town officials who got involved with this becoming a city,” 

Pilkington-Smyth said. “We’re pleased to be able to say we’re part of 

Attleboro, we’re a part of the city. We love being here and we want to 

be a part of the community and participate in such a big celebration for 

the city.”

Fun for the young
Kids will be treated to juggling, Ferris wheel, ice cream and more

TEIXEIRA FINANCIAL GROUP
PROVIDING A COMPETITIVE EDGE IN TODAY’S FINANCIAL MARKETPLACE

Happy 100th 
Anniversary Attleboro

Paul M. Teixeira Financial Advisor*

Ryan M. Teixeira Financial Management*

R E C I P I E N T  O F  M U LT I PL E 
F I N A N C I A L  I N D U S T RY  AWAR D S

MASSACHUSETTS
228 County St., Attleboro, MA 02703  •  (508)431-1099

“EXPERIENCE WHY MANY HAVE CHOSEN OUR SERVICES”   

RHODE ISLAND
750 East Ave., Pawtucket, RI 02860  •  (401)729-1391

* Securities and Advisory Services offered through Lincoln Financial Securities Corporation, Member SIPC. Lincoln Financial Securities Corp. and Teixeira Financial Services are not affi liated.  

110 NORTH MAIN STREET,  ATTLEBORO
508-222-5810   www.br i s to lg lass .com

Certifi ed Technicians | Guaranteed Work
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BY KASSMIN WILLIAMS 
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

V
eterans’ agent Carl 

Bradshaw said he did 

some research when 

putting together the 

live entertainment for the city’s 

two-day 100th birthday celebra-

tion. 

The fun begins Friday, Sept. 

5 with a rooftop party hosted by 

the Attleboro YMCA from 6 to 

10 p.m. and continues Saturday, 

Sept. 6 starting with the grand 

parade at 10 a.m. and ending with 

fireworks at 8 p.m. 

Among the many other ac-

tivities at the celebration will be 

the entertainers selected by Brad-

shaw, who said he combined the 

recommendations of others and 

his preferences when selecting the 

performers. 

“We tried if possible to have 

some kind of Attleboro inf luence. 

Maybe they played here, some of 

the members lived here, or they’re 

from the area,” Bradshaw said. 

“Most of them have some kind of 

Attleboro f lavor or history.”

Live performances will take 

place from 11:30 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. 

at the Capron Park Flats. 

JoJo Melina, who has per-

formed in the area in the past, 

will open up the program with a 

coordinated dance ensemble, from 

11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., and will 

perform again from 2:30 to 3 p.m.

 The headlining Navy Band 

Northeast Pops Ensemble will 

close out the performances. The 

Navy Band will be playing At-

tleboro for the third time in 14 

months, Bradshaw said. 

“We’re fortunate enough to 

have them in Attleboro. They 

cover an extremely large ar-

ea. They cover the entire North-

east of the United States,” Brad-

shaw said. 

The Navy Band will perform 

from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. 

The Simply Sinatra Rat Pack 

Show featuring Mike Dutra, 

Chuck Wansley and Steven Pa-

lumbo, will hit the stage between 

Melina’s performances.

Jillian Jensen, who appeared 

on Season 2 of “The X-Fac-

tor” and Season 13 of “American 

Idol,” will perform songs from her 

upcoming album as well as covers 

from 3 to 3:45 p.m. 

The 21-year-old singer and 

songwriter said she performed in 

Attleboro often as a child and ap-

peared on the former local televi-

sion show “Curtain Call.”

“When I was asked to do the 

100th year celebration, I was like 

‘absolutely’ because Attleboro was 

like a second home for me for a 

while,” Jensen said. 

The Rochester resident said 

she felt honored to be asked to 

perform at the 100th birthday 

celebration. 

“I think for me, being a lo-

cal person, it’s just really cool be-

ing able to be a part of some-

thing community based and it is 

a big celebration,” Jensen said. “It 

means a lot to me.”

The Foxboro-based jazz band, 

the Dixie Diehards, will perform 

from 4 to 4:45 p.m. and the Uni-

versity of Massachusetts Boston 

Jazz Ensemble will follow. 

At 5:45 p.m., local comedian 

Mike Petit will take the stage.

Pops to the Rat Pack
Entertainment lineup an eclectic mix with plenty of local flavor

Among the entertainers at the centennial celebration 
will be, clockwise from above, comedian Mike Petit, 
the Northeast Navy Band Pops Ensemble and Frank 
Sinatra tribute artist Michael Dutra. (File photos)
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BY KASSMIN WILLIAMS 
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

I
n an effort to capture a true 

picture of what Attleboro 

has to offer, the city’s 100th 

birthday bash will highlight 

its community partners in a num-

ber of ways. 

The organizations will be 

grouped in various areas through-

out the park from 12:30 to 4 p.m. 

The city is recreating its for-

mer Art in the Park event on the 

Avenue of Pin Oaks at World 

War I Veterans’ Memorial Ave-

nue. The area will feature the At-

tleboro Arts Museum, Women at 

Work Museum, Attleboro Indus-

trial Museum and Attleboro Jew-

elry Makers.

“This is the first time we’ve 

used the World War I Avenue 

of Pin Oaks and it’s a great ar-

ea,” city council administrative 

assistant Linda Alger said. “We 

thought it was so important not to 

just display and sell work, but to 

demonstrate it.”

The arts museum has 20 dif-

ferent artists working in differ-

ent mediums who will be demon-

strating their work in this area. 

“It’s going to be a whole range 

and it’s very much a friendly op-

portunity for people who are in 

Accent on community
Arts, history, gardening groups all part of celebration

Attleboro Arts Museum Executive Director Mim Faw-
cett says the centennial party will be a great oppor-

tunity for the public to see artists working in different 
media. (Staff file photo by Martin Gavin)SEE GROUPS, PAGE 18 �

C A NOVA
Italian Bar & Grill

S E R V I N G  LU N C H  +  D I N N E R  7  D AY S  A  W E E K
Sun. - Thur. : a.m. - : p.m.  |  Fri. : a.m. - : p.m.  |  Sat. : p.m. - : p.m.

88 Union St. • Attleboro • 508.455.0464 • CanovaItalianGrill.com

HAPPY 100TH ANNIVERSARY ATTLEBORO
Th ank You For Your Support

Go     Go     
   Pats!   Pats!

Pleasant Pleasant 
Auto Auto 

CenterCenter

Pleasant Pleasant 
Auto Auto 

CenterCenter
Ben Sanford, Cindy Karol, John Danosky — OPEN MON - SAT —

Award Winning Auto & Light 
Truck Repairs and Service

MA Vehicle Inspections

Convenience Store

Big, Bright Comfortable 
Waiting Room

Wi-Fi for the computer

Playroom for the Kids

✔✔

✔✔

✔✔

✔✔

✔✔

✔✔

www.PleasantAutoCenter.net

676 Pleasant St., Attleboro, MA
508-222-9019

About Us...
Founded in 2009, Pleasant Auto Center has been located 
at 676 Pleasant St. in Attleboro for the past 5 years as an 
automotive repair, tire and wheel center.

We provide nearly every type of maintenance, repair,  
inspection and are one of the largest tire distributors in 
the area.

It is our goal at Pleasant Auto Center to provide each 
customer with a satisfactory and pleasant experience.

We offer a courtesy shuttle service and a comfortable 
waiting area with large screen TV, Free Wi-Fi and a play 
area for children.

Open Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat. 6 a.m.-6 p.m.

SStonetone F Forestorest

StoneForestHomes.com  |  508-455-0057StoneForestHomes.com  |  508-455-0057
EnvisionRealEstate.NETEnvisionRealEstate.NET

New Construction Available: 141 Downing Dr., Attleboro

EEstatesstatesDavid P. DiCicco II

ENVISION
REAL ESTATE

8 North Main St. #403
Attleboro, MA 02703



Bridgestone Americas’ corporate family traces 
its roots to two distinguished companies— The 
Firestone Tire & Rubber Company, which Harvey 
Firestone formed in Akron, Ohio in August 1900, 
and the Bridgestone Tire Company Ltd., which 
Shojiro Ishibashi started in Japan in 1931.

Bridgestone Corporation purchased Firestone 
in 1988 for $2.6 billion, transforming the 
companies’ combined operations into the 

world’s largest tire and rubber company. 
The operations in the Americas were renamed 
Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. and became the 
largest subsidiary of Bridgestone. As part of 
its integration with Bridgestone’s existing U.S. 
operations, Bridgestone/Firestone moved its 
headquarters from Akron to Nashville in 1992.

Today, this subsidiary, now named Bridgestone 
Americas (BSAM), consists of an international 
family of enterprises with 52 production 
facilities and more than 50,000 employees 
throughout the Americas.

BSAM and its 
subsidiaries 
develop, 
manufacture 
and market a 
wide range of 
Bridgestone, 
Firestone 
and associate 
brand tires to 
address the 
needs of a 
broad range 
of customers, 

including consumers, automotive and commercial 
vehicle original equipment manufacturers, and 
those in the agricultural, forestry and mining 
industries. The companies are also engaged in 
retreading operations throughout the Western 
Hemisphere and produce air springs, roo�ing 
materials, and industrial �ibers and textiles. The 
BSAM family of companies also operates the world’s 
largest chain of automotive tire and service centers.

Repair. Unleash the Car You’ve Got. Getting new 
tires for your car is one of the easiest ways to 
keep your car running newer, longer. We should 
know – Firestone’s 113-year legacy in the tire 
industry makes us experts.

But we’re more than just experts in tires – we’re 
the complete package for auto repair. With our 
87 years of service experience, we are your 

source for tune-ups, oil changes, brakes, wheel 
alignment, car batteries – you name it.

So look around. Shop our full line-up of 
Firestone, Bridgestone and Primewell tires for 
most driving styles and vehicle types. See your 
recommended maintenance schedule, �ind a 
nearby store or schedule an appointment – even 
at night or on weekends at most stores. Then, 
consider your ride renewed.

Congratulations 
City of Attleboro
on your 100th!

46 Washington Street  •  Attleboro MA 
5 0 8 . 3 9 9 . 7 1 2 15 0 8 . 3 9 9 . 7 1 2 1

 Go to FirestoneCompleteAutoCare.com 
for this months valuable coupons!
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GROUPS: Lots
of variety in store

Capron Park to go up to a professional artist and to 

see them working live,” Director Mim Fawcett said. 

“You get to ask questions and talk about their mate-

rials and their techniques, so it should be pretty en-

gaging.”

The Attleboro Historical Commission will be lo-

cated at Wolfenden Fountain with a book for resi-

dents to look over to check if their home qualifies as 

“historical.” The Attleboro Historic Preservation So-

ciety, the Daughter’s of the American Revolution, 

the Attleboro Farmer’s Market and the Masons will 

be in the area. 

The Attleboro Garden Club, in year two of the 

three-year restoration of Anderson Memorial Rose 

Garden, will be at the garden with rose experts Mike 

and Angelina Chute, who have helped the club with 

the garden for the last two years. 

The couple will be giving a presentation about 

the garden and the club will be updating attendees 

on the progress and recruiting new members. 

“We’re delighted with the opportunity to share 

with the community the work we have done in re-

storing the garden,” Rose Committee co-chairwom-

an Lee Ghazil said. 

Civil War re-enactors will camp and present a 

live re-enactment at the Civil War monument, and 

veterans groups will gather at the Veteran Triangle 

to recruit members and answer questions.

FROM PAGE 16

BY KASSMIN WILLIAMS 
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

A
ttleboro High School culi-

nary arts instructor Jeanne 

Shea and a group of se-

niors are taking on the 

big task of baking and decorating 

the city’s large birthday cake for the 

100th birthday celebration. 

“We’re donating the cake and 

we’re thrilled to do it because the city 

of Attleboro has been very generous 

to Attleboro High School,” Shea said.

The double-layered cake will be 

baked in two pans and will feed about 

100 people, Shea said. 

The bottom layer of the cake will 

be vanilla and the top will be choco-

late. The cake will be covered in but-

tercream frosting. 

The cake cutting is scheduled to 

take place at the birthday celebration 

after the citywide community photo, 

taking place behind the park adminis-

tration building at 199 County St. 

Shea called Mayor Kevin Dumas 

“instrumental” in the program’s Blue 

Pride Bistro, the dining area where 

students cook meals, bake goods 

and serve members of the school and 

public.

“They’ve been very supportive of 

the Career and Technical Education 

program at Attleboro High School, 

especially the culinary arts program,” 

Shea said. 

Due to the limited time between 

the start of school, Sept. 2, and the 

celebration, Shea said she would han-

dle the baking portion of the cake 

project on her own, which includes 

mixing about 18 pounds of cake bat-

ter in total. 

“I’ll probably prepare the cake a 

couple of days before the kids come 

in. I’ll make a sheet pan of chocolate 

cake and a sheet pan of vanilla cake 

Sweet touch from AHS
Culinary arts program baking giant birthday cake for centennial

Right: A ceremonial cake marking Attleboro’s 100th year 
as a city stands at Capron Park. (Staff photo)SEE CAKE, PAGE 20 �

Since ,Since ,  Flowers by the Station Flowers by the Station 

has proudly served the Attleboro area has proudly served the Attleboro area 

Family owned and operated, they off er the fi nest Family owned and operated, they off er the fi nest 

fl oral arrangements and gift baskets backed by friendly fl oral arrangements and gift baskets backed by friendly 

personal customer service. Th ey always go the extra mile personal customer service. Th ey always go the extra mile 

to make your fl oral arrangements perfectto make your fl oral arrangements perfect

 Union St., Attleboro  ✦  --

www.FlowersByTheStation.com
OPEN MONDAY – SATURDAY

✦  Weddings  ✦  Fresh Cut Flowers  ✦

✦  Gourmet Fruit Baskets and so much more!  ✦

FLOWERSFLOWERSby  the by  the StationStation
.

,

.

The National Shrine ofThe National Shrine of
Our Lady of La SaletteOur Lady of La Salette
We Extend Our Sincerest We Extend Our Sincerest 

Congratulations to The City of Attleboro Congratulations to The City of Attleboro 
on your on your 100th Anniversary!100th Anniversary!

MASSES:
Sun. 12:10 p.m.
Mon.-Fri. 12:10 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Sat. 12:10 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.

947 Park St., Attleboro, MA • 508-222-5410
www.lasalette -shrine.org

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Sun. & Sat. 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Mon.-Fri. 1 p.m.-2 p.m.
Wed. 5 p.m.-6 p.m.
Portuguese - Third Sat. 2 p.m.
Spanish - First Sun. 2 p.m.

The National Shrine of
Our Lady of La Salette

Celebrate 100 Years Attleboro
Rika Denshi has grown with Attleboro

“Made in the U.S.A.”

RIKA DENSHI
AMERICA INC.

Semiconductors test probe manufactured in Attleboro

112 FRANK MOSSBERG DRIVE, ATTLEBORO
TEL 508-226-2080   |   WWW.RIKADENSHI.COM/EN
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Mini-Systems, Inc. • 508.695.0203 • www.Mini-SystemsInc.com
Three Area Locations: ATTLEBORO • NORTH ATTLEBORO (Corporate Offi ce) • PLAINVILLE

Local Business Owner, Glen Robertson 
Receives Lifetime Achievement Award 

Congratulations Glen, 
on your induction into Villa Grove’s 
High School Hall of Fame!

Since 1968

.MINI-SYSTEMS, INC.

CELEBRATING 46 YEARS in the 
GREATER ATTLEBORO AREA CORPORATE OFFICE — North Attleboro

Glen Robertson is inducted into the Hall of Fame 

at Villa Grove High School

Villa Grove High SchoolVilla Grove, IL

Mr. Robertson accepts his award
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CAKE: Sweet tribute from AHS

and then I’ll wrap it tight and I’ll 

freeze it because I want it to be fro-

zen if I have to carve it at all to get 

any excess,” Shea said. “Then I’ll 

crumb coat it, do a light layer of 

frosting when it’s frozen to catch 

all of the crumbs, and then we can 

finish it off.”

Shea said about 12 to 15 stu-

dents will work with her to frost 

and decorate the cake, which will 

match the city’s colors, royal blue 

with some gold, and read “Happy 

100th Birthday.” 

The opportunity to partake in 

the birthday celebration through 

preparing the cake is viewed as a 

real-life lesson for students. 

“It’s really a teaching moment. 

It helps the students with every-

thing,” Shea said. “It shows them 

what we do professionally and 

teaches organization, what needs to 

be done and how the process is. It’s 

a great experience and they take a 

lot of pride in it.”

The 100th birthday cake won’t 

be the first significant cake that 

came from the high school’s culi-

nary arts program. Students in the 

program also baked the mayor’s in-

auguration cake last January, Shea 

said. “It’s a wonderful group in our 

culinary program. They’re enthusi-

astic,” Shea said. “They did such a 

super job on it so we’re grateful to 

be able to do it because it teaches 

them and helps them grow in our 

industry.”

The AHS Culinary Arts program baked this cake for 
Mayor Dumas’s inauguration in 2010, and is baking 

the centennial cake as well. (Staff file photo)

FROM PAGE 18

happy 100th 

birthday
to the city of Attleboro

Happy to share this centennial celebration with you

visit us at 469 Pleasant St., 251 Washington St. & 206 E. Washington St. stopandshop.comvisit us at 469 Pleasant St., & 251 Washington St., Attleboro  •  206 E. Washington St., North Attleboro

Happy 100th!

10,473 alumni can’t be wrong...

... Attleboro is a great place!

www.BishopFeehan.comwww.BishopFeehan.comww
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I
t takes a village to raise a 

child, they say. From my ex-

perience, a city will do just 

as well.

Even better, I’d like to think. 

But, I was 

only 2 when 

I moved to 

Attleboro, 

too young to 

have formed 

any basis for 

comparison.

Immedi-

ately upon my arrival, the city — 

which is a far bigger thing than 

city government alone — would 

step into a special role: Call it 

“institutional mother.” Call it 

“third parent,” if you want to 

sidestep the gender issues. Call it 

what you will, but the city of At-

tleboro took part, to my enduring 

benefit, in my upbringing.

City government, to be sure, 

was responsible for the biggest 

part of that — formal schooling 

from grades 1 to 12.

It was also responsible for the 

Attleboro Public Library, which 

nurtured my love of reading; the 

East Side and Lees Pond play-

grounds, which offered summer 

and after-school refuges; Cap-

ron Park, where I fed the animals, 

ice skated and had my Easter-pic-

tures-in-a-brand-new-suit taken.

City government was respon-

sible for the cops on the beat who 

made me feel mostly safe on the 

streets, even if I always kept an 

eye out for the neighborhood bul-

lies.

But the bigger city as a whole 

included the privately run Lit-

tle House Kindergarten, where 

my education began; the Lu-

theran church, which used to 

be on Union Street, where I 

went to Sunday school and ju-

nior choir and learned something 

about right and wrong; the Attle-

boro YMCA, which took me in-

to its summer day camp and af-

ter-school swimming and gym 

programs; Boy Scout Troop 32, 

where I picked up a few skills and 

deepened a love of the outdoors; 

the VFW Drum & Bugle Corps, 

Sea Explorers and a few other or-

ganizations where I shared in At-

A great city full of many great things

MARK
FLANAGAN

Nydia Acevedo of Attleboro is among the many who find the quiet and beauty of 
the Attleboro Public Library an ideal place to get work done.SEE FLANAGAN, PAGE 22 �

Demers Bros. Rigging and Machinery Movers was established and has been 

servicing customers since 1937. Over the years the original Demers brothers 

have trained their sons from an early age to carry on the business using the unique 

skills and theory that have set us apart from our competitors. We are proud stewards 

of the Dodgeville Mill. Four generations later, Demers Bros. Rigging and Machinery 

Movers is still providing skilled rigging services to the manufacturing industry and to 

all our customers who wish to benefi t from the special skills and expertise we have 

acquired from more than 75 years of moving heavy machinery.

HAPPY 100TH ANNIVERSARY ATTLEBORO

453 South Main Street
Attleboro, MA 02703

TEL 508-222-2181  •  FAX 508-226-6758
www.demersbros.com

RIGGING AND HEAVY HAULING SPECIALIST

Since 1937

Demers Bros. Trucking, Inc.

Massachusetts Motor 
Transportation Association

American Trucking 
Association

Specialized Carriers 
& Rigging Association



tleboro’s strong sense of commu-

nity.

The bigger city as a whole in-

cluded storekeepers who would pa-

tiently take a boy’s penny candy or-

der, let him linger on the soda cool-

er, or set him straight when he got 

confused while doing an errand for 

grandma. 

When you ask me what I love 

about Attleboro, I can give you a 

list of specifics from A for Attle-

boro Y to Z for zoo at Capron Park. 

But if I must narrow my answer to 

the one thing that I love the most 

about Attleboro, here it is: The 

city’s heart. 

When my Swedish immigrant 

grandfather and first generation 

Swedish-American grandmoth-

er moved here just a few years af-

ter World War I, it was as if they 

were entering a contract offered by 

the city: Come here, work hard and 

your needs — if not all your wants 

— will be met. 

Attleboro upheld that implied 

contract with my grandparents and 

with their children — my mother 

and her two brothers, whose experi-

ences of growing up in the city were 

quite like my own.

It has upheld it with me. And 

it has upheld that contract with my 

two children; their growing-up ex-

periences were different from mine 

in the particulars, but not in quality.

The heart of Attleboro is not 

one that you would describe as 

“soft” and surely not as “bleeding.”

As “third parent” or “institu-

tional mother,” she is a stern one, 

ever demanding that the chores be 

done before it’s time to play. On 

this 100th anniversary of her char-

tering as a city, my wish would be 

for a renewed commitment to keep 

this heart beating for another cen-

tury of demanding compassion.

MARK FLANAGAN is a 

retired Sun Chronicle editor.
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FROM PAGE 21

Downtown Attleboro with the Balfour Riverwalk in the bottom right.

HappyHappy  100100thth
Anniversary AttleboroAnniversary Attleboro

55 NEWLAND STREET 
NORTON, MA 02766

508-285-3264 
www.dcn-home.com

Organized in the early 1920s, fulfilling the 
wishes of Harriot A. Newcomb to create a 
home for aged ladies, the Daggett-Crandall-
Newcomb Home is a 1966 consolidation of the 
John Daggett-Frances A. Crandall Home for 
Aged Women of Attleboro and the Newcomb 
Home of Norton.

In 1968, it moved to its present location in 
Norton on five acres overlooking a certified 
wildlife habitat. The lovely grounds have 
widely paved walking paths to accomodate 
everyone. The home’s solarium, living and 
dining rooms are warmly decorated, welcom-
ing to residents and visitors alike.

We provide medical care, social activities, 
nutritious meals, housekeeping and laundry 
services, on-site beauty salon and barbershop, 

comfort and security. More importantly, we 
offer peace of mind and loving care.

If you’re looking for comfort, convenience, 
24-hour care, peace of mind, security and 
a “homelike feel,” the Daggett-Crandall-
Newcomb Home is the place for you or your 
precious family member. Simply give us a call 
and set up a tour.

Visit Our Website:
www.LambcoAppliance.com

34 Wall St., Attleboro 
(Off Rte. 123)

M-T-Th-Fri 8am-5:30pm;  
Wed. til 8pm; Sat. 8am-4pm; Sun. 11am-3pm

I-95

ROUTE 123

LAMBCO

R
T 

1
5
2

W
A
LL

 S
T.

1-800-559-7604 • Fax: 508-222-44481-508-226-1150

Happy 
100th Anniversary 

Attleboro

BETTER SELECTION • BETTER PRICING • BETTER SERVICE

We Carry a Large Selection 
of Name Brand Appliances

EIFLW50LIW EIED50LIW

•

We Carry 
Weber Grills

at the 

LOWEST PRICES 
AROUND!
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Serving customers’ 
needs for 141 years

Dedicated to excellence and dependability for 141 years, W.H. Riley & Son is available to serve 
all your heating oil, air conditioning and propane needs. For sales and service call 508-699-4651 
(North Attleboro) or 508-822-1282 (Taunton) or visit online at www.whriley.com

• BIOFUEL HEATING OIL
• PROPANE GAS
• KEROSENE
• ON AND OFF-ROAD DIESEL
•  24/7 EMERGENCY BURNER 

SERVICE
• AIR CONDITIONING
•  HEATING & COOLING 

SYSTEMS

• WATER HEATERS
• GENERATORS
• POOL HEATERS
• AUTOMATIC DELIVERY
•  EASY PAY & SERVICE 

PLANS
•  ONLINE ACCOUNT 

MANAGEMENT

OUR PRODUCTS & SERVICES INCLUDE:

W.H. RILEY & SON
INC.

HEATING OIL, AIR CONDITIONING & PROPANE

S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

W W W.W H R I L E Y.C O M

North Attleboro 508-699-4651   |   Taunton 508-822-1282

Congratulations Attleboro!

T 
he 7th generation family of 
William H. Riley is proud of 
its continuing service of North 
Attleboro and Southeastern 
Massachusetts. William H. Riley 

and his son, Elmer I. Riley, founded W.H. 
RILEY & SON, INC. in North Attleboro in 
1873 to deal in coal, wood, straw and 
building supplies.
 Twenty-fi ve years later, 
in October 1898, the 
following advertisement 
appeared in the 
Attleboro Evening 
Chronicle:
 Under the name of 
W. H. Riley & Son, is 
carried on the largest coal business in 
town and to it are added other lines, 
which make up one of the industrial 
features of North Attleboro. As W. H. 
Riley & Son, Mr. W. H. Riley and his son, 
E. I. Riley, commenced the business 26 
years ago, and upon the death, 12 years 
ago, of Mr. W.H. Riley, another son, Mr. 
C. E. Riley, was taken into the fi rm and 
the two brothers have since continued 
the business under the original name. 
They do a large business in coal, wood, 
lime, cement, hair, drain pipe, fertilizers, 
hay and straw, and building material, and 
personal attention is given to furniture 
moving and jobbing of all kinds. In the 
business they fi nd use for 12 men.

 Formally incorporated in 1934, W.H. 
Riley’s products and services have 
changed with the times so that fuel oil, 
heating and cooling equipment, diesel 
fuel and propane gas have replaced the 
coal, wood, hay and straw of 1873.
 In the mid 1930s the company 
expanded into the Taunton area. Present-
day operations are carried on at 35 
Chestnut St. in North Attleboro and 
126 Winter St. in Taunton, serving the 
Southeastern Massachusetts area.
 Their commitment to the highest 
quality products and service has enabled 
the company to grow and prosper over 
the past 141 years, which is still carried 
on by the present management — the 
great, great, great, great grandchildren 
of old William H. Riley.
 Call or visit our website to see why 
through the past 141 years of wars and 
depressions, oil embargoes and company 
buyouts, W.H. Riley & Son has been able 
to service the community and remain a 
family-run, hometown company.

 — Call W.H. Riley & Son to inquire 
about our equal pricing policy. We will 
not use a “bait and switch” approach 
to gain your business. All W.H. Riley 
customers receive the same fair 
market price.

William H. Riley
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When asked to ar-
ticulate, “Why I 
Love Attleboro,” 
in celebration 

of the 100th anniversary 
of the city, I reflected up-
on how community mem-
bers might have responded 
to this question in Septem-
ber of 1914.

Without question, this 
city looked very different 
100 years ago.

Neighborhoods now pop-
ulated nightly by children 
at play were uninhabit-
ed woods; there were fewer 
schools; and the monuments 
to residents who sacrificed 
their lives so that commu-

nities like 
ours might 
reach their 
centenni-
al were, like 
the names 
engraved on 
them, fewer 
in number.

Purport-
edly, it was a simpler time 
with fewer distractions and 
greater insulation between 
the city’s population and the 
world’s problems.  

While the differenc-
es in the population, econ-
omy, and landscape of the 
city are pronounced, I feel 
a sense of irony in trying to 

envision Attleboro through 
the eyes of a 1914 resident.

Despite the contrasts, I 
believe my answer to “Why 
I Love Attleboro” would 
have been the same then as 
it is now. What I love about 
Attleboro is its potential.

Attleboro should take 
great pride in the last 100 
years for its achievements, 
and the challenges it with-
stood.

It is in light of that suc-
cess that I chose my an-
swer, but I do so while ac-
knowledging that the for-
mula for a city like Attle-
boro to reach its poten-
tial has changed signifi-

cantly since 1914. Then, the 
world was large enough to 
be thought of as inaccessi-
ble, allowing for an insu-
lar worldview that is unten-
able today.

The world in which At-
tleboro exists now is small-
er, interdependent and in-
creasingly competitive. 
More than ever, it is incum-
bent upon municipalities 
to understand the national 
and international context 
in which they exist.

In doing so, we should 
recognize the single vari-
able, which more than any 
other, will distinguish com-
munities from one anoth-

Education the key

David Murphy

Sometimes, a nursing home or assisted living facility seems 
like the only option, but it’s not. Visiting Angels non-medical 
homecare services allow you or your loved ones to continue 
living at home while receiving personal, quality care!

(508)699-3969  •  500 E. Washington St.  •  N. Attleboro, MA  •  VisitingAngelsNA@verizon.net  •  www.VisitingAngels.com

Senior Homecare by Angels

A caring, certifi ed company 
you can trust, at a great low price!

Congratulations 
O N  YO U R  10 0 T H 
ATTLEBORO!98% Customer Satisfaction!

We know it’s diffi cult to invite someone into your home to provide homecare. That’s 
why we make it easy for you. You’ll interview and select from our caregivers the one 
who is best for you. And we only hire the best! Whatever you need, from 2 hours up to 
24–hour Care – Meal Prep – Errands /Shopping – Hygiene Assistance – Light House-
keeping, etc. The best caregivers at the lowest rates in the area, that’s why it’s easy!

If home is where you 
want to be, but need 

a little help, call 
Visiting Angels. We have 

the best caregivers at 
the lowest prices. Why? 

Because we care!

Setting “The Barre” for Excellence in Dance

Loral Sims School of Dance
Have Fun, Express Yourself, Come Dance with Us

Now accepting Registration for the 2014-15 Season
Welcoming recreational and competitive dancers of all ages!

Ballet • Jazz • Contemporary • Tap • Acro • Musical Theater • Lyrical • Hip Hop

508.643.0808 • info@lssdstudio1.com
lssdstudio1.com

• Caring & Qualifi ed Dance Instructors
• 3 Spacious Dance Studios

• Parent Viewing Windows   • Play Area for Siblings
• First Month Free for New Pre-School Age Students!

Studio 1Studio 1
588 Kelley Blvd (Rte. 152)

North Attleboro, MA

Studio 2Studio 2
5 Man Mar Drive

Plainville, MA
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to future
er in the coming years: ed-
ucation.  

In the 21st century, the 
effectiveness of all public 
policy endeavors — public 
safety, economic security, 
environmental conserva-
tion, downtown revitaliza-
tion, and many others — 
will be determined by the 
community’s commitment 
to education.

The quality of the Attle-
boro schools will have a di-
rect impact on the quality 
of life available to all res-
idents because a commu-
nity’s commitment to its 
school system is an articu-
lation of its values. On both 

a micro and macro level, 
we will be judged accord-
ingly.

The potential that Attle-
boro now enjoys was evi-
dent this week in the hun-
dreds of educators who re-
turned to work, ready to 
prepare the city’s 6,000 
public school students for 
futures that, we hope, will 
be defined by opportunity 
and fulfillment.

They are supported by 
operational staff who work 
tirelessly to ensure our 
buildings are welcoming 
and conducive to educa-

Students walk to the first day of classes at Studley Elementary School in September 2012.
(Staff file photo by Mike George)SEE MURPHY, PAGE 26 �

HAPPY 100th ANNIVERSARY ATTLEBORO
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tional progress. And importantly, they 
will partner with families — some with 
Attleboro roots predating 1914 and some 
who have been drawn here by the school 
system’s well-documented and steady 
progress in recent years. 

Realizing its full potential in its second 
century as a city will not be easy for At-
tleboro.

Some will view the school system as 
merely an expensive municipal depart-
ment benefiting the demographic most di-
rectly connected to it. Others may jeop-
ardize progress by perpetuating antiquat-
ed and inaccurate notions about the qual-
ity of opportunities available to Attleboro 
students.

But, these risks are not unique to At-
tleboro, and they can be offset through 
a community-wide recognition of the in-
extricable link between progress for the 
schools and progress for the city.

Citizens of the 21st century will hail 
from one of two types of communities, 
those that value education above all else 
and those that do not. It with this reali-
ty in mind that I choose the city’s poten-
tial as my response to “Why I Love Attle-
boro.”

DAVID MURPHY is chairman of the 
Attleboro School Committee.
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MURPHY: Education is key to future

Children head to Studley School for 
their first day of classes in 2012. 

(Staff file photo)

Our
40th

Year
- Since - 

1974

Two NEW
Compounding

Labs Under 
Construction

Lauren Heroux-Camirand, Pharm.D., R.Ph.,  Robert E. Heroux, R.Ph.
Happy 100th Att leboro

County Square PharmacyCounty Square PharmacyCounty Square PharmacyCounty Square Pharmacy

• Specializing in Compound Prescriptions,  
 not commercially available
• Servicing local hospitals and veterinarians,  
 including the Boston and Providence area.

289 County St., Attleboro • 508-222-7620

Proudly Representing 
the People of Attleboro
508-639-9511

www.PaulForAtt leboro.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

PAUL
HEROUX
STATE

REPRESENTATIVE
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All Custom Made for
CHILDREN, ADULTS, and ANIMALS

with Special Needs

Grace Baptist Church
1000 Oakhill Ave., Attleboro • 508-222-8675
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10 a.m.  •  WORSHIP SERVICES: 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

www.gracebaptistchristianacademy.org CLASSWORK

See Some of Our Students’ Activities

What We Love About Attleboro:

It’s Large Enough to be a Community, 
but Small Enough to be a Family.

Amazing Grace Preschool:
Grace Baptist Christian Academy:

SUMMER FUN

STORY TIME

GAME TIME

FINE ARTS
INSTRUMENTAL

BOYS BASKETBALL

TROPHY SMILE

CHAPEL TIME

GRADUATION 
DAY

SCIENCE LAB 
EXPERIMENT



Satisfying the world’s growing need for safety, energy efficiency 
and a clean environment. Sensata.com               NYSE Symbol: ST

Sensata Technologies proudly congratulates
our hometown on 100 great years.

Sensata patents our 
first motor protector

1937

Sensata determines how 
  to save the corroded 
   Statue of Liberty

1985

    Hubble telescope 
   upgraded with 
  Sensata switches 
and thermostats

2009

1914
Attleboro
founded
yippee!

1916
Sensata founded
by Rathbun Williard
yes, Rathbun

Sensata begins designing and 
   building all panel–control 
     switchesfor the Apollo 11 
      moon mission

1965

Sensata introduces
arc–fault detector

that prevents
electrical fires in  

solar panels

2013
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I
f you were to talk to one of the 

friends I made at Bridgewater 

State College, they would likely 

recall me saying, “I love Attleboro!”

It was a phrase that I repeated 

hundreds of times while I was away 

from home and before I transferred to 

Bryant College as a commuter student 

and the reason I chuckled when Ed-

itor Mike Kirby asked me if I would 

write a column about why I love At-

tleboro.

I can honestly say I’ve never con-

sidered living anywhere else.

In fact, with the exception of my 

freshman year at Bridgewater, I’ve 

had six different 

addresses — all 

within a 3 1/2-mile 

stretch from Bliss 

Avenue to Eliza-

beth Street.

It’s as if the 

obstetrician at 

Sturdy Memorial 

Hospital replaced 

the umbilical cord with a bungee cord 

55 years ago.

One of the main reasons I love At-

tleboro so much is the sense of com-

munity I’ve always felt.

People who have lived their en-

tire lives in our city and others from 

throughout the world live as one. 

I’ve heard residents from neighbor-

ing towns describe that diversity as a 

negative, when the opposite is actu-

ally true.

I love meeting people who are 

new to our city and sometimes to our 

country. It certainly puts a bad day in-

to perspective when I meet someone 

who has come to Attleboro after es-

caping political unrest or persecution 

in his or her homeland.

I also love Attleboro because we 

have a mayor. A good mayor can ac-

complish a great deal, and we have 

been blessed to have people like Kevin 

Dumas, Judy Robbins and others ded-

icate their lives to make our city a bet-

ter place.

A mayor with vision and skill can 

get things done.

Mayor Dumas, for example, em-

braced the renovation of Tozier-Cas-

sidy Field at Attleboro High School 

and the project went from the plan-

ning stage to completion in a mat-

ter of months. No other community in 

these parts could have accomplished 

that feat. As a result, the home of the 

Blue Bombardiers is now a showpiece 

and the envy of other area schools.

When quotes for the field’s con-

cession stand and restrooms came in 

higher than expected, the communi-

ty responded. Student-athletes, mem-

bers of the school committee, school 

administrators, teachers, residents, 

skilled laborers and even the mayor 

have donated their Saturday mornings 

to make the project a reality.

Thanks to Mayor Robbins’ ded-

ication to the school system, Attle-

boro has some of the finest education-

al facilities in the area and now those 

schools are on the rise academical-

ly, as well.

Former Superintendent of Schools’ 

Pia Durkin might have rankled some 

feathers, but she got things done. 

Years from now, people will point to 

the work she did and the hiring of Bill 

Runey as the high school’s principal as 

the turning point in our city’s schools.

Growing up on Third Street and 

its proximity to Capron Park made it 

possible for my friends and I to often 

ride our bikes to see the animals and 

enjoy the playground. Although I re-

gret not having the time to visit the 

park as much as I did as a child, when 

I do I am so proud of the beauty of the 

grounds and the many improvements 

made at the zoo. It’s one of the plac-

es that make Attleboro a great place 

to live.

Let’s not forget that Attleboro has 

its own hospital. I can’t imagine how 

many lives have been saved because we 

have Sturdy Memorial Hospital and 

its skilled staff a short ride — in my 

case, only 1.28 miles — away.

And I can’t forget Highland 

Country Club. Highland has been 

called one of the top nine-hole cours-

es in the country, but the thing that 

makes the club special is the people.

It’s no coincidence that the sense 

of community one feels in our city is 

also present at Highland. It’s also no 

coincidence that our house on Ber-

wick Road is a short par 3, less than 

130 yards, away. The arches in the 

downtown, the Portuguese-American 

Club and the Elks’ barbecues, Eli’s 

Pizza, Morin’s Diner, the Blackinton 

Inn, the Lyons Den, Locust Valley 

Golf Course, Bliss Brothers Dairly, 

the commuter rail, the many churches, 

LaSalette Shrine, St. John the Evan-

gelist School, Bishop Feehan High 

School … I could go on and on about 

our city, but I’ll conclude by simply 

saying, “I LOVE ATTLEBORO!”

PETER GAY is the executive director 

of North Attleborough Community 

Television Inc.: North TV.

A true sense of community

The new Tozier-Cassidy Field 
at Attleboro High School 

was completed in 100 days.
Volunteers later teamed up 

to build the field’s 
concession stand.

Peter Gay



Happy 100th
ATTLEBORO!

T:  508-339-7340
F:  508-409-5189

Email: jkinahan@comcast.net
www.JimKinahan.listingbook.com

450 Chauncy Street   •   Suite 2   •   Mansfi eld, MA 02048

Jim Kinahan
Realtor, Broker, Notary

Jim Kinahan Real Estate

www.jimkinahan.com

Voted Best 
Real Estate Company

Readers’ Choice Winner
T:  508-339-7340
F:  774-284-4723

Email: kakinahan@comcast.net
www.JimKinahan.listingbook.com

450 Chauncy Street   •   Suite 2   •   Mansfi eld, MA 02048

Kathy Kinahan 
Sales Associate, Realtor

Jim Kinahan Real Estate

www.jimkinahan.com

Kenny Farrow
CRS, ABR, CLHMS, SRES, e-Pro

Featured on HGTV “Scoring the Deal”
Cell: 774-688-9157
www.KennyFarrow.com
Kenny@KennyFarrow.com
Proudly Servicing MA and RI 762 East Washington Street

North Attleboro, MA 02760

PH: 508-695-4600  |  FAX: 508-276-0618
www.DHDRealEstate.com

Terry Twombly
CRS GRI ABR SFR

Licensed In MA & RI

SERVI NG A LL OF MASSACHUSETTS

Call: (508) 212-6511
www.terrytwombly.com

ttwombly@gmail.com

KensingtonRealEstateBrokerage.com
Offi ce: 508-431-1500  |  Fax: 508-431-2100

214 North Main Street
Attleboro, MA 02703

30 Newbury Street, 3rd Floor
Boston, MA 02116suepacemccomb@gmail.com

FROM YOUR AREA’S REALTORS AND 
MORTGAGE LENDERS

ANTHONY RABY
508-472-8411

MA3961  |  RI3961  |  NH3961

JONATHAN LIBMAN
508-212-5616

MA14174  |  RI14174  |  NH14174

17 Cocasset St., Unit 3LL, Foxboro
www.schaefermortgage.com

LICENSED MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATORS

MA Mortgage Lender
#ML1919-104

RI Mortgage Lender
Licensed by the NH Banking 

Department

NMLS #849278
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WE HAVE GROWN TOGETHER…
CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 100TH ATTLEBORO!

In the more than 90 years since then, Larson 
has grown in size and stature to become a 
valued supplier of precision metal stampings 
and assemblies to hundreds of companies in 
the United States. By offering a wide range of 
capabilities - including forming, stamping, deep 
drawing, assembly, brazing, painting, coining, 
and more - Larson has developed the ability to 
provide high quality, cost-effective solutions.

Through signifi cant investment in leading edge 
manufacturing equipment and the continued 
support from customers and loyal co-workers, 
Larson has reinforced the commitment made 
by the founders to do whatever is necessary to 
meet and exceed customer expectations.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR
MORE THAN 90 YEARS

9 0  O L I V E  S T R E E T,  AT T L E B O R O,  M A   |   PH O N E:  (5 0 8 )  2 2 2 - 0 8 9 7

www.larsontool.com

LARSON TOOL &
STAMPING COMPANY

Then - 1920

Now - 2014

FOR MORE THAN 90 YEARS
Larson Tool & Stamping Company has been a 
valued supplier of precision metal stampings 
and assemblies to hundreds of companies in 
the United States.

highlandcountryclubattleboro.com   |   104 Mechanic Street, Attleboro   |   508-222-0569

  508-222-0569, ext. 22 
or email Peter Gay at pgay@northtv.netCall now!

Highland is Celebrating Highland is Celebrating 

ATTLEBORO’S ATTLEBORO’S 
CENTENNIALCENTENNIAL

with ourwith our

BEST NEW MEMBER PROMOTION EVER!BEST NEW MEMBER PROMOTION EVER!

Since 1901, the Area’s Premier Golf and Banquet Facility!

►   Join any time after 9/1 for just a $500 bond payment
►  No dues in 2014
►   No monthly capital assessments in 2014 and 2015
►   No monthly food minimum in 2014. 
►  50% off  the monthly food minimum in 2015
►  Pay only ten months of dues in 2015 & 2016
►  No monthly capital assessments in 2016

W H Y I  L OV E 

For golf enthusiast Mike Kirby, Highland Country Club is one of the top 
reasons to love Attleboro. (Staff file photo by Tom Maguire)



W
ait, some longtime 

readers must be say-

ing. Kirby is a North 

guy. He HATES At-

tleboro. Why is he writing this?

Sure, I’m a North guy — 02760 is 

the only zip code I’ve used my whole 

life — but you 

can’t spend as 

much time in At-

tleboro without 

loving it too.

Four of my 

most enjoyable 

years were spent 

at Bishop Feehan 

High School.

It was the place where I first 

learned I had at least a little abili-

ty to write, and the faculty there nur-

tured it. 

Friday night basketball games 

were fun and intense, and I always 

looked forward to baseball season, if 

for no other reason than it was great 

to be young and your biggest worry is 

to track down that long f ly ball.

Most of all, many of the friend-

ships that began on Holcott Drive 

continue nearly 40 years later, and I’m 

truly grateful for that.

For the last six years, I’ve been 

fortunate to be a member of High-

land Country Club, one of my favorite 

places on Earth.

I’ve met so many great peo-

ple there, many of whom I now call 

friends. 

The pristine beauty of the fourth 

hole, the challenge of the #$%&*@* 

fifth hole and the quiet serenity of 

watching the sun set on the patio near 

the first all keep me coming back.

Most of all, though, I’ve called 34 

South Main St., Attleboro, my place 

of employment for nearly 34 years, 

and that’s not counting the more than 

two years before that when I worked 

at The Sun Chronicle as an intern and 

a freelancer.

As a reporter, I covered City Hall 

and have gotten to know every may-

or from the late Tom Piggott to Kev-

in Dumas.

I covered the schools and learned 

about how deeply Attleboro’s citizens 

care about their public education. I 

got to know and enjoy the city’s char-

acters.

As an editor, I’ve been able to wit-

ness Attleboro’s evolution from manu-

facturing mecca to bedroom town. 

Our entire staff has worked hard 

to provide a full, balanced view of 

what’s going on in Attleboro because 

its citizens deserve that of their news-

paper. 

As a columnist, I have tried to 

serve as a firm but fair critic of the 

city and its leaders, because that’s 

what readers expect and deserve.

And just because I’m from North 

doesn’t mean I haven’t taken advan-

tage of some of the things that make 

Attleboro Attleboro. 

I’ve played golf at Locust Val-

ley and Stone-E-Lea, not to men-

tion pitch-and-putt in South Attle-

boro. I’ve enjoyed an ice cream cone 

with jimmies at Bliss Bros. and a blade 

meat sandwich with a draft at the old 

Park Tavern. 

I’ve stretched out on the grass and 

had lunch at Capron Park and played 

softball under the lights at Hebron-

ville Field.

So, yes, I love my hometown — 

but I love Attleboro too.

MIKE KIRBY is editor of The 

Sun Chronicle. He can be 

reached at 508-236-0344 or at 

mkirby@thesunchronicle.com.

Yes, Attleboro, I DO love you

MIKE KIRBY

W H Y I  L OV E AT TLEBORO
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Bishop Feehan High School is where Mike Kirby made 
lifetime friends and where he came to love Attleboro.

Happy 100th Attleboro!
If home is where you want to be, give
us a call. We have over 175 dedicated

CAREGivers on staff!

homeinstead.com/590  508-222-0800

Wi-Fi Available

The Florence Hayward
Sweet Club House

Showers - Receptions - Parties - Meetings
Recitals - Exhibits - Sweet 16 Parties

Call 508-222-3512
44 Peck St., Attleboro, MA

Offers Gracious Accommodations For

email: info@sweethouse.com  |  website: www.sweetclubhouse.com

Congratulations to
Attleboro

on its 100th

Since 
1956
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W
hen I arrived in At-

tleboro 13 years ago, 

someone told me a 

story about how the first Jewish 

families ar-

rived in town. 

One sto-

ry stood out 

and forev-

er shaped my 

perception of 

this city. 

In 1898, 

at the end of 

the Spanish-

American War, a young veteran 

from Boston named Max London 

used his discharge pay to pur-

chase a “peddler’s pack.”

This was something young 

men (often Jews) did from time to 

time to earn a living. They would 

buy the pack, hop on a train and 

try to sell all their goods in a dis-

tant town.

Max bought his pack and took 

what little change he had left to 

South Station, handed it over 

to the ticket window and said, 

“Where will this take me?”

The clerk handed him a tick-

et to Attleboro. Max came down, 

sold all his goods and returned to 

Boston. He purchased a pack the 

next week, and the week after did 

the same thing, earning a nice 

living as a traveling peddler. 

Soon it was time for Max to 

marry, which he did, and he trad-

ed in his peddler’s pack for a 

horse and wagon. He and his new 

wife came to Attleboro with the 

intention of setting up a small 

store.

At the time, many boarding 

houses had signs that said “No 

Jews,” so the young couple slept 

in the stable in the back of the 

wagon. 

A woman in town, the wife of 

a noted doctor, heard about this 

and decided it would not do.

The story I heard says she 

took the young couple, in the 

middle of the night, around until 

they found a boarding house that 

would rent them a room. And so 

the London family came to town 

and opened a small store which 

grew into London’s Department 

store, Attleboro’s largest retail es-

tablishment for many years.

And, I understand that the 

grandsons of both Max London 

and the doctor and his wife are 

still close friends today.

Fast forward about 100 years. 

A new rabbi comes to town, and 

she is embraced with the same 

kind of enthusiasm, support and 

respect that the London’s experi-

enced all those years ago.

So much so, that she is quick-

ly invited to join in interfaith ac-

tivities, to speak to other religious 

communities and become part of 

the broader religious communi-

ty of Attleboro. So much so, that 

when the synagogue celebrates its 

centennial, the community turns 

out in force to celebrate with it, 

and members of the local church-

es line our parade route and wave 

banners when we welcomed our 

new Torah to the congregation. 

Attleboro, like all of America, 

has lived through its share of dark 

times and periods of bigotry, rac-

ism and small-mindedness. 

But throughout its histo-

ry, there have always been peo-

ple, like that doctor’s wife, like 

the members of the council of 

churches, like regular readers of 

my column, who have bucked 

those trends, reached out to oth-

ers and demanded that Attleboro 

be a place of welcome, friendli-

ness and appreciation for all who 

come through its borders.

The Jewish community has 

not only been “tolerated,” but we 

have been made to feel welcome 

and have become part of the fab-

ric of the entire Attleboro com-

munity, and this is why I love At-

tleboro. 

RABBI ELYSE 

WECHTERMAN, the former 

spiritual leader of Congregation 

Agudas Achim in Attleboro, is 

still involved with the Attleboro 

interfaith group. Her columns 

are published monthly on The 

Sun Chronicle’s religion pages 

as part of our Voices series 

featuring members of the area 

clergy. You may contact her at 

ewechterman@gmail.com.

Finding a place to call home

Rabbi Elyse 
Wechterman

Norton, Massachusetts   wheatoncollege.edu

Student focused | World ready

World-changing 
people and ideas 

flourish here
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MILTON CHIROPRACTIC 
BAY STATE PHYSICAL THERAPY
1095 Washington St.• Attleboro, MA 

508.761.9000

Licensed & Insured 
MA Lic. #053553

Home Improvements 
Reg. #110414

• Remodeling
• Additions
• Dormers
• Decks
• New Home
• Garages
• Kitchens
• Baths

RESIDENTIALRESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIALINDUSTRIAL

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

508-695-5243

TONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICE

• Bucket Truck  
 Service
• Stump Grinding
• Backyard 
 Expansion
• Lot Clearing
• Ornamental  
 Pruning
• Removals
• Tree Trimming
• Crane Service
• Storm Damage

w w w. t o nys t r e e s e r v i c e l l c . c o m
tonystreeservice@gmail.com

508-337-2133 • CELL 508-317-8084

LLCFully Insured

WE HAVE WE HAVE 
SEASONED SEASONED 

FIREWOOD!FIREWOOD!

DRIVE WAY-DUMPSTERS
SEP TIC & CESSPOOL PUMPING

1-888-59-TRASH    www.AVieraInc.com

329 Tremont St., Rehoboth, MA 
www.alsqualityoil.net

508.222.3187  
877.222.3187

DAL TRAC OIL CO.
Discount Prices — Service Available

143 FISHER STREET • ATTLEBORO, MA
508.222.3935 • 508.222.8504

SUSAN SANTOS, PROPRIETOR

Accepting Cash, Check and Credit Cards

 1. What is the name of the river running 
  through Attleboro and its source?
 2. When was the fi rst bandstand at 
  Capron Park built?
 3. How many elementary schools are there 
  in Attleboro?
 4. How many middle schools are there 
  in Attleboro?

How well do you know your 
ATTLEBORO TRIVIA?

...TEST YOUR SKILLS...

Congratulations Attleboro!

85 North Washington St. 
North Attleboro, MA

508-699-2740508-699-2740
www.dhfo.com

Congratulations Attleboro 100 Years as aCongratulations Attleboro 100 Years as a
 City and Best Wishes for 100 more! City and Best Wishes for 100 more!

Congratulations City of
Attleboro! 100 Years! 

Ideal In Home Care

77 Union Street, Attleboro, MA
Licensed-Bonded  |  508-222-3368

Dedicated to supporting your loved
ones independence and dignity in the privacy of

their home environment.

ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 40

Art Paint Nights  /  Full Bar  /  Music
Art Gallery and Custom Framing
Football  /  Sports Viewing on 60" TVs
Live Entertainment  /  Open Mic  /  Meetings
Seminars  /  Workshops  /  Fundraisers

774.306.1167 (Call or Text) pattersoncreations.com

YOUR 
EVENT 
VENUE

F ROM T H E SE LOCA L BUSI N E S SE S

453 E. WASHINGTON ST.   •   NORTH ATTLEBORO

(508) 643-3979

$2 OFF    
•   $10 PURCHASE

Expires 10-4-14
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A
fter college and get-

ting some experience 

at a couple of newspa-

pers, I answered an ad 

in the back of Editor & Publish-

er for a re-

porter open-

ing at a brand 

new newspa-

per, The Sun 

Chronicle of 

Attleboro, 

Mass.

I didn’t 

get the job, but I was a final-

ist. A couple months later, I got a 

call from Managing Editor Doug 

Reed. There was another opening 

for a full-time reporter. 

I took the job, which was cov-

ering Wrentham.

My wife and I got a U-Haul 

and moved up from Pennsylva-

nia. We rented a tiny house in 

Norfolk. After a year there, we 

moved to a bigger, older house in 

Plainville next to Heather Hill 

Golf Course. Before long, we had 

two daughters, two years apart. 

Until that dramatic change 

in our lives, we both worked in 

Attleboro, Karen as a dental as-

sistant and me mostly covering 

town government meetings.

I’d pick her up for lunch and 

we’d go to the park to have our 

ham and Swiss sandwiches, along 

with unshelled peanuts. That was 

in the day when Frosty the polar 

bear was the signature attraction 

at the Capron Park Zoo. 

As our girls grew up, we nat-

urally turned to Attleboro for just 

about all our shopping and enter-

tainment — entertainment being 

of the family variety. Highlights 

were Art in the Park, the fire-

works at Hayward Field and the 

lights at LaSalette. 

We got clothes at Floyd’s 

and London’s, doing most of our 

shopping in the London’s chil-

dren’s department downstairs.

We bought Christmas pres-

ents at Kid’s Town, did our bank-

ing at Attleboro Trust and got 

our shoes at Sillman’s. I took 

my film to the Camera Shop. I 

picked up the out-of-town news-

papers at Cooper’s and occasion-

ally had lunch at Morin’s.

Once in a while, I went to Tex 

Barry’s Coney Island for a hotdog 

or three, with the works. 

I insured the house and car at 

Richardson’s. We bought furni-

ture at Atherton’s. I played bas-

ketball at the Y, got the car ser-

viced at New England Tire and 

bought homeowner stuff at East-

ern Plumbing Supply.

All these places were in 

downtown Attleboro. There 

wasn’t much we couldn’t do there. 

That was before the mall and 

big box stores, when a small city 

could prosper on its own.

Moving to the area in the ear-

ly ’70s turned out to suit the Bris-

tol family well.

Inspired by the Whole Earth 

Catalogue (first published in 

1968, the year I graduated from 

UConn), we turned our acre-lot 

into a haphazard farm with vege-

table gardens, Nubian goats, run-

ner ducks and various other an-

imals and pets, including at one 

point a dozen cats. We got our 

hay at Conlon & Donnelly and 

made fences out of pallets.

Of necessity and by incli-

nation, I was a do-it-yourself-

er. Just about every weekend I 

went to the hardware store and 

bought a new tool for some proj-

ect. My specialty was trial and 

error. Many errors made for many 

trials. I can’t deny that we were 

homebodies.

I never expected it, but I 

stayed at The Sun Chronicle for 

the rest of my career. My assign-

ments kept changing and that 

kept it interesting. After 15 years 

in Plainville, we moved to Wren-

tham.

No, I never lived in Attleboro; 

I just spent a lot of time there. 

Looking back I think I appreci-

ate more than ever what the city 

offered.

NED BRISTOL is the retired 

editor of The Sun Chronicle.

A place we still call home

NED BRISTOL

A crowd waits for a rock concert to begin at Capron Park in June 1970.

The Attleboro City Council in the mid 1970s. 
From left: Bill Crowley, Gary Wheelock, Hewitt 

Carlson and John Parker.Today, as a member of the Wickeder Group based in Germany, EMS provides clad or composite 
metals to many diverse industries including appliance, automotive, heavy truck, electrical distri-
bution, home ventilation and air conditioning, industrial control, telecommunications and more.  

Products manufactured every day in the Attleboro plant are found in your home, offi ce, and auto-
mobile - circuit breakers, high end multi-layer cookware, large truck bumpers, over current and 
over temperature protection materials for appliances, thermostats, hearing aid batteries, heat 
exchangers and  engine exhaust catalysts.

The ability to maintain this leadership position against world-wide competition is a tribute to the 
contributions and resiliency of its employees, many of whom are 2nd generation employees and 
the history of metals expertise in the Attleboro area.

Engineered Materials 
Solutions LLC, the global 
leader in clad metal products, has been 
headquartered in Attleboro for nearly 100 
years. From our earliest days supplying gold 
clad to the jewelry industry through the 
invention of US clad coinage as part of Texas 
Instruments in the early 1960’s, EMS has long 
been an innovator of unique materials.

39 Perry Avenue   |   Attleboro, MA   |   508.342.2100

EMS would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Attleboro on reaching 
the 100-year milestone in 2014 (EMS will reach 100 years in 2016)! 
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BY SUSAN H.B. SINGER

W
e’re recent transplants from Maryland’s 

eastern shore and have heard ‘Welcome 

to New England’ with hearty sincerity 

uttered several times.

We’ve had the pleasure of living in and discover-

ing Attleboro.

Engaging in several conversations with local 

folks we’ve noticed that not too far into it they men-

tion — ‘the way people are’ here (suggesting that 

folks here are unfriendly).

Anyone we speak with would never actually BE 

one of those “Standoffish New Englanders” that 

we’ve heard about. Every one, every single person, 

has been helpful, engaging, interesting and friendly.

So, we have our doubts about the reputation. We 

have made several great friends in this town of great 

people.

We love all the parks and access to properties run 

by Attleboro and the Land Trust. There are so many 

chances to BE in nature right here.

In addition, there are YMCAs, numerous camps, 

family-friendly events and activities which provide a 

vehicle to mold youth into civic-minded members of 

the community.

Everywhere you look, community is very impor-

tant here. 

A few things we’re still getting used to are mo-

torists who INSIST on yielding THEIR right-of-

way, which more often than not just blocks traffic 

and creates other issues.

The dropping and adding of Rs at the end of 

words still confounds us. We’d never heard of a se-

lectman, quahog, or an excise tax.

The first time I saw chorizo on the menu I 

thought it was a cheese. Obtaining fresh, cheap lob-

ster is always a good thing, and they are decidedly 

easier to eat than a blue crab.

One of the first questions we’re asked is: ‘Have 

you been here during winter?’ followed by a hearty, 

‘Well you’re really in for it.’

‘Standoffish?’ 
Not in Attleboro

SEE TRANSPLANTS, PAGE 36 �

FREE
Donut with
any beverage
purchase
Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Coupon must 
be presented at time of purchase. Shop must retain 
coupon. No subtitutions allowed. No cash refunds. 
Void if copied or transferred and where prohibited or 
restricted by law. Consumer must pay applicable tax. 
May not be combined with any other coupon, discount. 
promotion, combo or value meal. Coupon may not 
be reproduced, copied, purchased, traded or sold. 
Internet distribution strictly prohibited. Cash redemp-
tion value 1/20 of 1 cent. © 2014 00 P Holder LLC. All 
rights reserved.
Expires 10/31/2014 PLU #856

GOOD AT
285 County St., Attleboro

217 South Main St., Attleboro
228 South Ave., Attleboro

plus appl. tax
$1.59

for a Small
COOLATTA® or
Frozen Beverage
Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Coupon must 
be presented at time of purchase. Shop must retain 
coupon. No subtitutions allowed. No cash refunds. 
Void if copied or transferred and where prohibited or 
restricted by law. Consumer must pay applicable tax. 
May not be combined with any other coupon, discount. 
promotion, combo or value meal. Coupon may not 
be reproduced, copied, purchased, traded or sold. 
Internet distribution strictly prohibited. Cash redemp-
tion value 1/20 of 1 cent. © 2014 00 P Holder LLC. All 
rights reserved.
Expires 10/31/2014 PLU #2632

GOOD AT
285 County St., Attleboro

217 South Main St., Attleboro
228 South Ave., Attleboro

POISSANT RESIDENCE
Attleboro

BEACH COTTAGE
RENOVATION

We Congratulate Attleboro 
on its 100th Anniversary!

SWANSON CONSTRUCTION CO. INC.  Started out in 1923 building fi ne 
homes for Attleboro area merchants, adding commercial and industrial 
construction in  the 1940’s. We continue to offer construction services to 
the residential, commercial and industrial markets with a new emphasis on 
energy effi cient construction. In 2013 we became a certifi ed Passive House 
Builder and currently have the fi rst certifi ed Passive House in Rhode Island 
under construction. 

The main tenants of the design are low energy requirements for heating/

GENERAL CONTRACTORS SERVING SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS 
AND RHODE ISLAND FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

ATTLEBORO YMCA
Camp Finberg Pool House, Norton

cooling as well as overall electrical requirements, utilizing the passive solar gains 
in the colder months and shading in the warmer months. 24/7/365 ventilation 
with energy recovery and air tight construction with superinsulation.

We have a long history of creating and maintaining relationships along with 
the structures that we build.

Please contact us today so together we can create a new piece of Attleboro history.

5 Maynard St., Attleboro  |  508-222-1575  |  swansonconstruction.com

CANDLEBERRY CHAPEL
381 S. Main Street, Attleboro
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The winters can be bad in Maryland, too. It is not a tropical re-

gion.

However, up here handling the piles of snow is all in a day’s 

work. What an awesome job Attleboro does in removal. We’d never 

seen a sidewalk removed of snow by what looked like a lawn mow-

er. Fascinating. 

Folks in Attleboro seem, well, more ‘civilized’ than where we 

come from in many ways.

You sure don’t see a lot of public pajama wearing. Family-ori-

ented activities and community happenings are plentiful. Attle-

boro is well kempt. Folks running the infrastructure are quick to 

respond.

The farmer’s market, library, riverwalk and too many wonderful 

restaurants to mention have become some favorite place to go.

We’re now involved in Boy Scouting, Capron Park Zoo and 

have a plot in the Community Garden. We’ve toured the Masonic 

Lodge, the D.A.R. building, industrial museum, Dodgeville Mill, 

art museum and been involved in the parades and visited the festi-

vals.

We love it here. What a wonderful supportive community. 

Longtime residents owe it to themselves to uncover the gems avail-

able to them  just around the corner.

Vibrant, organic and ALIVE! What’s NOT to love?

SUSAN H.B. SINGER, Attleboro

The many activities for children at the YMCA is one of 
the great things about living in Attleboro 

FROM PAGE 36

Lighting up the Attleboros for over 60 Years!

74 FOR EST STR EET, AT TLEBORO, M A

www.bristowelectric.com   ✦ --

Bristow Electric working on the newly renovated Attleboro Sun building in 1964.

Congratulations to the City of Attleboro
on their 100th Anniversary!

Eagles  Landing Townhomes 

W E L C O M E  T O

Offered by Ruest Realty
508-243-5191  |  Zilmot@cox.net  |  Thomas W. Ruest, Broker

TERRY LANE, PLAINVILLE
NEW CONSTRUCTION - 52 New Townhouses to be built at Eagles Landing. 

Townhomes feature: 3 BR’s., 2.5 BA’s., 1st fl oor master suites, gourmet kitchens, 
cathedral ceiling living rooms with gas fi replaces, french doors & large

Anderson window. Also, two car garages, hardwood, tile, granite, A/C, central
vac and patios. The location is ideal and the views are terrifi c!

Furnished model now available! Pricing from $329,900

Happy 100th Attleb
oro!



W H Y I  L OV E AT TLEBORO

Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, September 3, 2014 � The Attleboro Sun and The North Attleboro Chronicle, September 5, 2014 37

I
ts people and its history — espe-

cially when they go together — is 

what I like best about Attleboro.

Upon the cen-

tennial of the 

Town of Attlebor-

ough becoming the 

City of Attleboro, I 

find myself think-

ing a lot about the 

year-long Tricen-

tennial celebration 

two decades ago, and the long-lasting 

friendships that evolved from working 

with the committee as I wrote regular 

updates of that celebration.

Velma Cook, who was aptly 

named because dear Velma was the 

chief cook and bottle washer of the 

entire celebration, stayed in touch 

with me for years after.

The Birthday Bash co-chairwom-

en, Lee Ghazail and Jan Hanson, 

have remained active in Attleboro in 

different capacities.

On a personal note, they’re direct-

ly responsible for my dedication to 

New Hope’s Gourmet Guys, as they 

talked me into being a chef in 1994. 

I haven’t missed year since, and can’t 

wait to cook for the 25th anniversary 

event on Nov. 21.

People no longer with us also are 

not forgotten.

Harold Berberian, whose blood 

was Attleboro High School blue 

and blue throughout, was someone 

who could needle you, but who also 

brought a lot of good-natured laugh-

ter every time he walked into The 

Sun Chronicle newsroom. 

Bill Hannan, a retired manag-

ing editor and columnist for The 

Sun Chronicle, revered history and 

would enjoy telling me about the Lit-

tle World Series, games when Babe 

Ruth and other Major Leaguers 

played hardball in Attleboro.

And, of course, Mr. South Attle-

boro, Don Leedham, who died earlier 

this month, was a prince among men.

The spirit of the people here also 

should be noted.

One of the most uplifting victo-

ries in Attleboro High School history 

came in 1998, when just a few weeks 

after an unspeakable tragedy, the gas 

line explosion on March 4, 1998, 

that killed city workers Lawrence 

Poncin and Bernard Hewitt, the 

AHS basketball team fought hard 

and won a state championship. 

So, as we celebrate a city, take 

time to savor its rich history — and 

be thankful for so many people — 

from the mayors profiled earlier this 

summer in The Sun Chronicle to the 

educators in the schools and the men 

and women who volunteer to make a 

difference through charitable events 

such as Soup for HEAT, Gourmet 

Guys and the Relay For Life. 

They’re what has helped Attle-

boro thrive for 220 years as a town 

and for another 100 years as a city.

LARRY KESSLER is a news 

editor for The Sun Chronicle.

A city and its people

Kessler started cooking for New Hope’s annual 
Gourmet Guys in 1994 and hasn’t missed a year since.

LARRY 
KESSLER

Serving Pizza, Calzones, 
Seafood, Salads, Pasta...

Happy 100th Anniversary Attleboro

VOTED BEST PIZZA IN THE 2014 READERS’ CHOICE POLL

and so and so 
much more!much more!

See our take-out menu on our website

BriggsCornerPizza.com • (508) 222-6222
1123 Oakhill Avenue, AttleboroTheMediterranean-Grill.com • (508) 761-6900

595 Washington Street, South Attleboro

See our take-out menu on our website

SUMMER
DINING IS HERE
Come Join Us on our 

Beautiful
Outdoor Patio

Happy 100th Anniversary Attleboro

LUNCH MENU AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK
FRESH 
DAILY

SpecialsSpecials
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BY MEGHAN SWEENEY

P
arishioners of All Saints’ Episcopal Church 

LOVE ATTLEBORO because…

… it’s a great place for families

… we have an enthusiastic mayor

… it’s the home of all my friends and my beloved 

church

… people come out for parades and festivals and 

special events

… it’s where I was born, graduated from AHS in 

1949, enjoyed the stores downtown, and made great 

lasting friends.

… we have an amazing public school system

… it’s the home of my church, which has from 

day one welcomed me and been there when I need-

ed it

… there is a friend everywhere you go; you are 

never alone

.... of Cub and Boy Scouts Troop 25

... of community support groups, like Al-Anon

… the hard work of the Martin Luther King Jr. 

Committee reminds us of what’s important and the 

promise of our future

… it’s such a warm, friendly city where everyone 

supports each other

… there’s civic participation and pride

… we are One Family

… people are involved

… religious communities and the Attleboro Ar-

ea Council of Churches care for our neighbors

… although a quiet city, it’s full of wonderful 

people ready to help one another out

Many blessings upon Attleboro and its residents.

Happy 100th Birthday!

Congratulations and continuing prayers.

MEGHAN SWEENEY is the priest-in-

charge at All Saints’ Episcopal Church

Blessings to Attleboro

The leadership team at All Saints Episcopal Church in Attleboro includes, 
from left, Deacon Ron Tibbetts and the Revs. Billie Mae Gordon and 

Meghan Sweeney. Sweeney is the priest-in-charge and Gordon is the pas-
toral associate.



W H Y I  L OV E AT TLEBORO

Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, September 3, 2014 � The Attleboro Sun and The North Attleboro Chronicle, September 5, 2014 39

I 
love the city of Attleboro be-

cause it is my hometown, the 

place where I grew up and spent 

the formative years 

of my life. Just the 

mention of At-

tleboro makes me 

think of home and 

the love of family.

Though I no 

longer live in At-

tleboro, I will nev-

er forget the pride 

that I felt when my daughters, now 

in their 20s, first started to attend 

school at the brand new Thatcher El-

ementary School in Attleboro.

It brought back memories of the 

year I was in second grade and at-

tended the brand new Hill-Roberts 

School in South Attleboro.

My girls were the fourth gen-

eration of our family to at least be-

gin their education in the Attleboro 

school system. 

My grandmother, Alice King-

man, started it all. She graduated 

from Attleboro High school (which 

was the old Brennan School) in 1932.

She started working at the Attle-

boro library in 1930, making 10 cents 

an hour. She loved the library, and 

worked there for 31 years until she 

decided to run for public office.

Winning the election, she became 

the tax collector of Attleboro, where 

she served for 21 years.  

My dad, Dave Kingman, gradu-

ated from Attleboro High School in 

1960. He worked as a paperboy de-

livering The Sun Chronicle for many 

years while he was in school, then 

he worked for the Attleboro Public 

Works Department for several years.

After graduating from college, he 

came back to Attleboro to be a shop 

teacher at Brennan Middle School. He 

was the first shop teacher in Attleboro 

to allow female students in his class.

He also built houses in town as 

Kingman Construction, and then 

bought Attleboro Roofing and Con-

struction, which he ran for many 

years.

Some of my favorite memories 

growing up in Attleboro were: going 

to Kidstown, where they had every 

toy you could ever imagine. Visiting 

Santa at London’s Department store.  

Going up the creaky elevator to see 

my grandmother at the old City Hall 

on the 3rd f loor over the old Federal 

Bank. Going to the Camera Shoppe 

to have our yearly pictures taken. 

Having the bookmobile come to my 

neighborhood and getting to check 

out books with my very own library 

card. Going to Tommy’s Spa to buy 

penny candy and then to the Union 

Theater to see a movie. Swimming 

on the Bluefish Swim Team and go-

ing to the YMCA, where they always 

sold giant pretzels at the front desk. 

Going with my dad to Bob’s Bar-

ber Shop to get his hair cut, but more 

importantly to get the scoop about 

what was going on in town. Shop-

ping with my mom at Fernandes 

Supermarket and Mars Bargain-

land. And sliding down the old met-

al slides and swinging from the big 

metal rings at Capron Park while lis-

tening to the roar of the lion in the 

background.

 Attleboro was an amazing place 

to grow up, and I am blessed to call it 

hometown.

KELLY THIBEAULT is 

pastor at First Congregational 

Church in North Attleboro.

THE REV. 
KELLY 
THIBEAULT

A place to grow
The Rev. Kelly Thi-
beault remembers 
going to see Santa 
at London’s depart-
ment store when 
she was a child.

49
43
6

We take pride in providing quality short-term 
rehabilitation and skilled care to the Attleboro community.

Happy 100th Anniversary, Attleboro!

Stay proud.
508-222-4182

969 Park St. 
Attleboro, MA

LCCA.com
Joint Commission accredited

Congratulations
Attleboro!

Since 1869 Richardson-Cuddy, a division of FBinsure, has been a 
steadfast presence in downtown Attleboro. Over a 100 years later 
our name may have changed, but ensuring the Attleboro 
community with peace of mind remains our top priority. 

Stop into our offices on Park Street, in the center of Attleboro to 
discuss your specific insurance needs. 

  

8 Park Street, Attleboro, MA
508.222.5252  I  fbinsure.com

Welcome to the 100 club!

Taunton   ·   Rehoboth   ·   Dighton    ·   Attleboro   ·   Middleboro   ·   Freetown

8 Park Street Attleboro MA
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A
sked to sum up “Why I love Attleboro” 

in a single thought, it could only be this 

simple declaration: It is home.

Whenever returning home after an extend-

ed time away from Attle-

boro, it’s feeling that ref lexive 

smile which broke over my 

face the moment I spied the 

late, lamented Balfour sign.

Those secular shrines to 

which we made pilgrimag-

es as boys: Hayward Field 

and the Pine Street Armory (now Bartek Rec-

reation Center).

Bowling a few lines at Willy’s on a Saturday 

morning, followed by a quick stop at Flynn’s 

or Jack n’ Harry’s for a small can of Red Devil 

paint to put the finishing touches on the soap-

box racer in the cellar.

It was the weekend go-cart races at the 

M&C/TI parking lot Sunday mornings.

Hometown + family & friends + time = 

memories of a life lived full measure — the 

sounds and smells of a time gone by, when we 

were Attleboro kids growing up.

The shuff ling cadence of the painter’s pal-

ette of the fallen leaves on the sidewalk, the 

aroma (Yes!) of leaves burning as you took a 

noontime hike with your buddies up to Hay-

ward Field for a football game.

The three-digit blast of the fire station horn 

would send us scrambling to the cardboard 

tacked to the door of the kitchen closet to read 

the call box numbers for the location of the fire.

The factory whistle on Maynard Street that 

marked off segments in the lives of thousands 

of workers who were the driving wheel of At-

tleboro’s economic engine.

The fireworks display that annually split the 

sky over Capron Park and Hayward field, and 

the purchase and possession of our own fire-

crackers purchased from “one of the big guys.” 

 The chatter and shouts of any Little League 

baseball (or football) game over the years.

The military parades, kids scrambling for 

M-1 shells following the volley of salutes on 

Veterans Common on the holidays of Memori-

al Day and Veterans Day.

Yet another scramble over and under the 

Hayward Field fence as the playing of the na-

tional anthem temporarily had all the police-

men frozen in salute.

I can say I never participated in these incur-

sions for several reasons: I rather considered it 

cheating to force an officer to choose between 

patriotism and nabbing a 50 cent ticket scoff-

law. And, due to my fantastic mother, I never 

lacked half a rock for a ticket.

The sound of the sliding avalanche as a coal 

delivery rumbled down the chute, through the 

cellar window and into the coal bin.

My daily friends I had to connect with each 

morning: Harry Smith, Devine’s milkman (the 

sound of his milk truck brakes heralded his early 

morning delivery); the ice man, who let me ride 

around the block with him, crunching ice chips; 

Pick, who delivered our mail and always had a 

few minutes to spend with me in conversation.

And we can’t forget the crown jewel of the 

city, Capron Park, and its attractions 50 years 

ago and more: sundown was met by the familiar 

roar of the King of the Park, Leo the lion and ice 

skating on the old duck pond on winter evenings.

 On June 21, 1961, the city of Attleboro ded-

icated Rathbun Willard Drive, a boulevard run-

ning from Dennis Street around the new Attle-

boro High School, and soon, Studley Elemen-

tary School to intersect with Thacher Street.

The plaque on the gates at the Dennis Street 

end of the drive is inscribed: Rathbun Willard 

Drive — named in honor of Rathbun Willard, 

founder of Metals & Controls Corporation — 

civic leader, humanitarian and philanthropist.

At the dedication ceremonies Mayor Bren-

nan honored Willard with some lofty praise, 

but he deflected any personal praise for these 

accomplishments, responding:

“When I went into business, I was told that 

Attleboro was a good site because of the high level 

of the people living there, and they are the source 

of any success. Let us remember that it is the peo-

ple who staff the plants and shops, performing 

daily duties of running a city, who are the great-

est asset to the city. Let us seek to provide these 

things which make for their betterment.”

Or, as a wise old sage once told me, “It’s the 

people, stupid!”

THOMAS McAVOY is a columnist 

for The Sun Chronicle.

Simply stated, it is home

THOMAS J. 
McAVOY

Attleboro students play basketball at 
the Armory on Pine Street in the 1970s.

ANSWERS 
TO TRIVIA QUESTIONS

from page 33
 1. Th e Ten Mile River; 

  source: Th e Bungay River, 

  Th e Seven Mile River 

  and several brooks.

 2. 1908

 3. Five: Hill-Roberts, 

  Hyman Fine, Studley, 

  Th acher and Willett.

 4. Th ree: Brennan, Coelho 

  and Wamsutta.

147 Washington St., Plainville  •  508-643-1300
Other Locations: Fall River, Hyannis, Cranston, RI. HVAC Locations: Avon, Woburn MA & East Hartford, CT

Showroom Open Wednesday Evenings until 8:00 pm
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:00 AM to 5 PM  •  Saturdays 8:00 am to 3:00 pm

www.bathsplashshowroom.com

3030%% OFF OFF
LIST PRICE

Exp. 9/30/2014.

Congrats Attleboro on your 100th!

    508-399-6580
15 Highland Ave., South Attleboro, MA

VOTED 

“Best Subs”
Valid through 9/30/14

Excludes lobster. Valid at participating locations only. Limit 
one coupon per order. Not valid with any other offers or 
discount. Delivery where available. $7.50 delivery minimum.

Buy Any Sub & Buy Any Sub & 
Get A Small Sub FREE!Get A Small Sub FREE!

EXCLUSIVELY AT SOUTH ATTLEBORO, HIGHLAND AVE.

DELIVERY FEE APPLIES.
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I 
have had the pleasure of calling At-

tleboro my home for over 65 years.

My wife Janine and I have raised 

our family here in this 

beautiful community.

Our children and 

those in the commu-

nity always had vast 

opportunity with the 

multiple recreation ar-

eas, such as ballfields 

for soccer, football and 

baseball, and tennis courts, swimming 

pools and golf courses.

This city has always had a lot to offer 

for the enjoyment of its citizens.

For instance, Attleboro has many fine 

museums, such as the Attleboro Arts 

Museum, the Woman at Work Museum, 

the Attleboro Area Industrial Museum, 

along with others.

A great and wonderful community 

hospital, Sturdy Memorial Hospital, re-

cently celebrated its 100th anniversary.

Attleboro also has a local access TV 

station called Double ACS, a radio sta-

tion, WRNP 1320 AM, and an excel-

lent award-winning newspaper, The Sun 

Chronicle.

Centerpiece of the city

But what I consider the centerpiece of 

Attleboro is Capron Park.

The zoo is fully accredited, and the 

park grounds are enjoyed by many people: 

joggers, walkers, children and families 

having picnics, wedding ceremonies and 

musical concerts, just to name a few.

Whenever people ask us where we are 

from, we are proud to answer with Attle-

boro.

TONY VIVEIROS is a former Attleboro 

city councilor and now serves on the 

commission that oversees Capron Park.

Attleboro has many jewels

The Attleboro Arts Museum is 
one of the many fine museums 
in the city. Here, patrons at the 

annual “8 Visions” exhibit.

TONY 
VIVEIROS

We Appreciate Our Members and
Offer a Full Range of Services

155 Pleasant Street   |   Attleboro, MA   |   (508) 222-3009   |   www.goldmarkfcu.com

GOLDMARK
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Est. 1956

CryanLandscape.com

Like us on Facebook

info@CryanLandscape.com 508-226-3363



42    Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, September 3, 2014 � The Attleboro Sun and The North Attleboro Chronicle, September 5, 2014

Sturdy Memorial Hospital
Amazing Medicine. Surprisingly Close.

www.sturdymemorial.org

Sincerely,

Bruce Auerbach, MD
President & Chief Executive Officer

A 100th anniversary is an opportunity to reflect. 
Attleboro, a city of passionate, hard-working, and civic-minded people, 

has a rich history and bright future that Sturdy Memorial Hospital is proud to be 
a part of. Having celebrated our own centennial just last year, 

we at Sturdy know the magnitude of a milestone like this. 
We would like to take the opportunity to wish residents good health 

and happiness for the next 100 years and beyond. 
And to say Happy Birthday, Attleboro.

ANOTHER                CELEBRATION

Happy Birthday Attleboro!
1914-2014
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B
esides all the great people who constantly volunteer to 

help their neighbors and the city, I like Attleboro be-

cause of all the city offers.

From my house, I can walk — walk, 

mind you — to a historical inn, the Y, 

churches, a pond, a river, a doughnut 

shop, a place to see plays, the senior cen-

ter, banks, the library, a literacy center, an 

art museum, an industrial museum, res-

taurants, a bus stop, schools, a commut-

er train station, a swimming pool, at least 

three parks, a zoo, parade routes, a hard-

ware store, a drug store, a veterinarian, a massage salon, a 

barber and a hair stylist, a soccer field, f lower shops, baseball 

diamonds, nature trails, several historic homes and buildings, 

a dance studio, and on and on.

ORESTE P. D’ARCONTE is a retired publisher of The Sun 

Chronicle and an Attleboro resident for more than 40 years.

All the city offers

ORESTE 
D'ARCONTE

There are many places 
within walking distance of 
downtown Attleboro. Here, 
walkers at the Balfour Riv-

erwalk Park in 2008.

W
hy do I love Attleboro? I love this city because after moving here four years ago, I 

immediately recognized that Attleboro has everything.

Attleboro was once the jewelry capital 

of the world and there are still a few 

gems here, including Capron Park 

and the zoo.

Attleboro has fantastic restaurants, 

wonderful museums, a thriving busi-

ness community, an amazing commu-

nity hospital, a recognized school sys-

tem and a local government that cares 

about its people.

Having Sturdy Memorial Hospital right here taking care of Attleboro’s residents and our 

surrounding communities is special to me, not only because I work at Sturdy, but because I am a 

patient of the hospital, as well.

Additionally, the people of Attleboro are extremely welcoming and friendly.

All this joined together makes Attleboro a top-notch city, and I am proud to call it home.

WILLIAM J. FLORENTINO is chief development officer at Sturdy Memorial Foundation Inc.

Attleboro has it all

Sturdy Memorial HospitalWILLIAM J. 
FLORENTINO

 North Main Street, Attleboro  |  www.ColBlackintonInn.com  |  --

LU NCH IS SERV E D

Monday - Saturday: 
11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

DI N N ER IS SERV E D

Monday - Thursday:  
4 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday:
4 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 
4 p.m. - 10 p.m.

H
aving grown up in the restaurant busi-
ness, owners Antony Canova and his 
wife Kimberly knew at an early age 
that this was what they wanted for 

a career.
Antony’s father, Luciano Canova of Luciano’s 

Restaurant in Wrentham, was the driving force 
in rejuvenating The Colonel Blackinton Inn in 
2003. Luciano instilled in his son the importance 
of cleanliness, upkeep of the gardens and the 
inn and staff commitment to an exclusive dining 
experience.

The Inn, created from a historic landmark 
known as the Blackinton Double House (circa 
1850), currently has 11 rooms to accommodate 
overnight guests and a carriage house, which 
holds up to 55 guests for exclusive gatherings. 
The historic, colonial charm provides a comfort-

able, cozy atmosphere for guests seeking a 
pleasant alternative to large hotels.

In the dining room almost everything is made 
from scratch, including sauces and dressings. 
The Canovas use local companies and farmers 
delivering fresh produce whenever possible, 
and all ground beef is prepared right here daily.

This past October, Antony and Kimberly 
celebrated their 10th anniversary as owners 
and they would like to thank the community for 
their support. The Colonel Blackinton Inn is a 
historical building and they feel it is an honor 
and an obligation to preserve its appearance 
and its integrity.

So whether you’re coming in for a meal or an 
overnight stay, the Canovas will be more than 
happy to make you feel at home here at the 
Colonel Blackinton Inn.

HAPPY 100th ANNIVERSARY ATTLEBORO

Book your Holiday Function with us 
now, as space is filling up

Check out our new 
brunch menu

Reservations 
are highly 

recommended
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The city we love

I 
had never heard of Attleboro 

when I moved here as a young 

bride. How would it become 

“home?” What treasures lay undis-

covered? 

Wonderful friends and neigh-

bors lay the foundation, active par-

ticipation in our local church and 

schools built strong walls and then 

we opened the gates to take advan-

tage the many gifts the city of Attle-

boro offers:

Arts and culture 
The Attleboro Arts Museum 

with national exhibitions, local “arts 

for everyone,” including a four-day 

f lower show, summer and winter 

art festivals. The Industrial Muse-

um, housing precious Attleboro his-

torical artifacts. The architectural-

ly stunning and always lively public 

library, a model Big Read site, with 

books, computers and enticing pro-

grams for all ages. Capron Park Zoo 

— a cherished adventure land that 

just keeps getting better. An award-

winning newspaper whose writers are 

top notch and a local bookstore. How 

lucky are we?

Beauty
Lovely Audubon walking trails 

and Land Trust sites; lakes, ponds 

and pools, golf courses, neigh-

borhoods glittering with lights at 

Christmas time and a young, vibrant 

mayor who continues to beautify and 

improve our city. LaSalette Shrine 

and its retreat house provide contem-

plative settings and at Christmas, a 

Festival of Lights. 

Health
It’s our rare good fortune to have 

Sturdy Memorial Hospital and its 

large cadre of extraordinary doctors 

at our fingertips, as well as a nation-

ally recognized Community Visiting 

Nurse Association. We boast a bus-

tling YMCA with a myriad of pro-

grams, road races and activities for 

all. I can access alternative thera-

pies like massage and acupuncture, 

and feast with bounty at our Farm-

ers Market. 

And more
From downtown we can hop a 

train to Boston or Providence and 

beyond; excellent restaurants abound, 

volunteer opportunities and service 

organizations create strong bonds — 

and I have run out of room to show 

you why I love the Attleboro that has 

become my home. 

— Kathy Hickman, Attleboro 

***

I
’m a transplant many times re-

moved.

Growing up in New Bedford, 

Attleboro was very far away. It was a 

place to go once a year for LaSalette, 

or (through) for a pilgrimage to G. 

Fox at Emerald Square.

Through my adulthood, my hus-

band and I moved from our college 

lives in Boston to a number of towns 

Readers share why they adore Attleboro

T
he Sun Chronicle asked readers to share their reasons why they love 

Attleboro. From memories in Capron Park to teachers who served them 

well, they gave a number of reasons. Here are some of the responses:

Attleboro school department employee Thomas Bodge, 
left, and Jeff Badger of Badger Welding, North Attleboro, 

work on the Attleboro sign at Tozier-Cassidy Field.

SEE READERS, PAGE 45 �

WE DELIVER

508-226-2355
290 COUNTY STREET, ATTLEBORO

Sunday - Wednesday 11:00 am-9:30 pm • Thursday - Saturday 11:00 am-10:00 pm

Thank You To All 

Who Support 

Local Business

Happy 100th Anniversary Attleboro

Happy 100th Anniversary Attleboro

ANAWAN 
GLASS & MIRROR, INC.

250 South Main Street, Attleboro

508.223.2291
AnawanGlass.com

In Attleboro Since 2003

WE CAN UPGRADE YOUR LIVING SPACE

711 Park St., Attleboro | 508-222-2884 | www.blissdairy.com

BROS. DAIRY

Family
Owned

Family
Restaurant

&
Ice Cream

Shop

SINCE 
1929

Premium 
Old Fashioned

Ice Cream
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along the commuter rail. We bought 

our first house in 2000 in Rhode Is-

land, and I got a bit better acquaint-

ed with shopping on Route 1 in At-

tleboro (otherwise known as not re-

ally Attleboro). 

It wasn’t until that neighborhood 

started to “go south” in 2006, and we 

learned more about Attleboro that 

we settled on a house here.

Our eastern neighbor’s wife had 

the same name as me, and our west-

ern neighbor’s husband had the same 

moniker as mine. It seemed like we 

literally were in the right place.

Our son was 20 months old at the 

time, but he later was playing or rid-

ing bikes on our loop, safe from traf-

fic and with trusted neighbors. It re-

minded me of my hometown in some 

ways, and I quickly felt at home.

Now, my son has worked and 

played at Thacher School, has 

learned skills and teamwork in the 

city’s summer programs, basketball 

and soccer town leagues.

We’ve enjoyed the fun and lav-

ish hospitality of the city at Kids’ 4th 

Day and golf clinics, and enjoyed pa-

rades and festivals. 

We feel safe and happy, and part 

of a city that respects and protects its 

residents.

Our neighbors are awesome, our 

son’s friends true, his teachers con-

cerned and attentive and our leaders 

responsive.

I am so glad my son will count 

Attleboro as his true hometown, 

where he learned what community is 

all about. 

After living in many Massachu-

setts towns, I’m glad I ended up here, 

as well.
— Tammi Miller, Attleboro

***

A
ttleboro boasts all the advan-

tages of city living, yet has a 

close knit community with a 

small town feel.

We have an art and an industri-

al museum. The history in this city is 

impressive. Industry leaders and in-

ventors helped shape Attleboro into 

the community it is today. 

We have winter festivals, summer 

expos and LaSalette’s lights. 

Attleboro has one of the fin-

est, results-oriented, compassionate 

group of volunteers known as Friends 

of Attleboro Animal Shelter. 

We have a mayor that is accessible 

and responsive. He cares about At-

tleboro and gets big things done. We 

have a city full of leaders that get big 

things done.

We have active scouting and 

youth sports programs. 

We have a beautifully manicured 

park and a zoo.

We are lucky to have a hospital in 

our city. Late-night emergency visits 

would be a heck of a lot worse if we 

had to drive to another city.

Our city is attractive with a new 

look to downtown, beautiful gar-

dens and Victorian houses lining our 

streets.

The education our kids receive is 

ranked among the best on nation-

al lists. Our students shine on college 

applications.

I could venture to say that I am 

Attleboro’s biggest fan, but I know 

this isn’t true.

Tammi Miller says she and her family have enjoyed the Kids’ 4th 
Fun Days the city has held at Poncin Hewitt Field on the Fourth 

of July. Here, a bicycle parade at the event in 2013.

SEE READERS, PAGE 46 �

860 LANDRY AVENUE, NORTH ATTLEBORO, MA 
508-695-0314  •   WWW.REINBOLDINSURANCE.COM

Proud to have Been Part of the 
Attleboro Area for the Past 48 Years!

Doug
&

Tom
Reinbold

owners

Founder:  Richard A. Reinbold 

(1966)  Odd Fellows Bldg.

Downtown North Attleboro

VW of North Attleboro
Family Owned. Family Friendly. Das Auto.

Visit Us 24/7 at  DRIVEAVW.COM

SALES: Mon-Thurs 9-8, Fri 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 12-4 | SERVICE & PARTS: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-2

508-695-7131  

563 KELLY BLVD., RTE. 152, 
NORTH ATTLEBORO, MA

“September Summer “September Summer 
Fun Sales Event”Fun Sales Event”
Saturday, Sept. 6th 11am - 3pm

• Free Food • Free VW goodies
• 2015 VW GTI on display

• One time specials on new and used vehicles
• Car show - show off your volkswagen
• Event specifi c special fi nancing rates

No. 1 in Customer 
Satisfaction in New England!
Only Minutes Away!
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I know this because I’ve witnessed 

the same city pride from so many 

others. For example, citizens com-

ing together to build the Attleboro 

High School concession stand, help-

ing find a family’s lost dog like it was 

their own, filling the stands on Fri-

day nights in the fall cheering on our 

team, helping clean the Ten Mile 

River, donating to the many schol-

arships our own Attleboro Scholar-

ship Foundation gives the graduating 

seniors each year and consistent vol-

unteering of time and talent for the 

good of Attleboro.

I love Attleboro and I know I’m 

in good company. 
— Janice McKearney, Attleboro

***

D
o you know what the 

tongueless lion on the At-

tleboro city seal represents? 

Or why Mrs. Wolfenden gave us the 

Capron Park fountain? Did you know 

that when it opened in 1963, the 

Capron Park Rain Forest was one of 

only three in the United States? I do!

And so do you if you were lucky 

enough to be a student in Mrs. Al-

ice Nimiroski’s fourth-grade class at 

Tiffany School on Thacher Street in 

the 1960s.

Using nothing more than a 

blackboard, a ditto machine, Bom-

bardier blue construction paper, 

scissors and paste, Mrs. Nimiroski 

taught us 275 years of city history.

I still have the booklet we made 

together. We drew city maps, road 

maps and topographical maps show-

ing Rattlesnake Hill. Mrs. Nimi-

roski wrote essays for us in beautiful 

cursive on The Jewelry City and Our 

Beautiful Park. We wrote essays and 

drew pictures of the Capron Park 

gate and our school.

Weeks later, after we had finished 

our booklets, we climbed on a school 

bus and took a local tour that includ-

ed the Powder House and the Angle 

Tree Stone in North Attleboro.

Of course we learned more than 

history from Mrs. Nimiroski.

We learned civic pride and civic 

values. We learned the importance of 

place. We learned to be grateful for 

the generosity of others who in to-

day’s jargon “paid it forward.”

In writing about Capron Park, 

Mrs. Nimiroski said it best: “To all 

who have made our park a beauty 

spot in Massachusetts, we are thank-

ful … Come visit with us and en-

joy … our garden walks and zoo, our 

band concerts, our rain forest. They 

are all there waiting for you. Our mu-

seum has fine art exhibits, our zoo 

many interesting animals, our play-

ground is a fun place to go. Come!”

Mrs. Nimiroski is why I love At-

tleboro.
— Katheryn LaPorte Viens, Attleboro 

***

I 
was born and raised in Attle-

boro in the 1950s and 1960s. Al-

though I haven’t lived there in 

over 40 years, Attleboro is so total-

ly in my heart, and has made me the 

person I am today.

My memories are so many — 

Wednesday night gatherings uptown, 

ice skating at Capron Park with so 

many friends, great years and teach-

ers at Attleboro High School, the su-

perb library and so much more.

I get the paper sent to me each 

day and hope to move back home 

soon. I also miss and love the love-

ly Victorian homes and federal-style 

public buildings.
— Catherine Young, 

Sagamore Beach

W
hen I was in elementa-

ry school in the 1950s, I 

used to go to Capron Park 

every day, weather permitting, to 

play on the swings and slide.

Before I went home, I visited the 

animals, especially Frosty the polar 

bear and Leo the lion. I could hear 

Leo roar every day from my house.

I remember going swimming in 

the pool and having so much fun in 

the water.

In the winter, I went ice skat-

ing at night with friends and bought 

hot chocolate at Lajack’s concession 

stand. When it closed for the night, 

we walked home. I remember go-

ing shopping with my mom, buying 

Christmas gifts, school clothes and 

shoes — and sometimes, a toy.

My favorite memory is watching the 

fireworks when they were at Capron 

Park from my porch and having rela-

tives and friends over for a cookout.

I remember going to the band 

concerts when they were at the shell 

near the playground and rollerskating 

in the shelter house. Before I went 

home, I always got a drink from the 

water fountain.

These are some of my memories 

of my childhood living in Attleboro.
— Joanie Fontaine, Attleboro

Katheryn LaPorte Vi-
ens’ booklet about At-
tleboro, complete with 
Mrs. Alice Nimiroski’s 
essay written in cur-
sive on Capron Park, 

right.

We now provide 
“The Halo”,

iPhone compatible 
Hearing Aid 
from Starkey

Fall is a Great Time for 
THERAPY & TUTORING
Speech - Language & Hearing

Associates of Greater Boston
• Pre-School Assessment and Intervention
• School - Age Speech - Language and   
 Literacy Evaluations and Therapies
• Hearing and Auditory Processing Tests
• Hearing Aid Fittings
• Reading and Writing Strategies
• Wilson, Orton - Gillingam

Insurances Accepted/Private Pay - Sliding Scale Available

www.speechlanguageandhearingassociates.com

MEDFIELD
5 N. Meadows Road
(508) 359-4532

PLAINVILLE
30 Man - Mar Drive
(508) 695-6848

Tex Barry’s
Coney Island

HOURS: Monday-Friday: 10-8, Saturday: 10-3

31 County Street, Attleboro
508-222-9787

Congratulations Attleboro on Your 100th !

The Best Hot Dogs!
The Best Cheeseburgers!

The Best Fries!
NOV. 16, 1968

 VISIT US FOR:   
• Auto/Truck Repairs
• Mass Inspection 
 Stickers
• Propane Refi lls
• New Tires
• Air Condition Repair

71 Washington St., (Rte. 1) Plainville

(508)695-9833
www.rtoneauto.com
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34 South Main Street   |   Attleboro, MA   |   (508)222-7000   |   www.thesunchronicle.com

The Sun Chronicle Family wishes a

A century 
to remember

Join the fun & festivities 

Saturday, 
September 6th!
Parade  •  Picnic  •  Fireworks 

at Capron Park

Happy 100th to the City of Attleboro!
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The Next 100 Years
G R O W T H  •  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  •  I N N O V A T I O N

Attleboro City Hall   |   77 Park Street, Attleboro, MA   |   508-223-2222

Visit Our Website to Learn More About our Vision.

www.CityOfAttleboro.us

Here at the City of Attleboro, 
we take our responsibilities very seriously. 
It’s with vision, passion and love for the City 
that we strive to improve our great community 
for the people and industries that help make 
this a great place to live and work in.
Th e many changes and improvements over the last 100 
years have served us well. As we forge ahead with projects 
like the Intermodal Transportation Transit Center, 

Riverfront Park & River Restoration and Renaissance 
Station (to name a few) we are poised to position 
Attleboro as an even better option for people to live and 
work in into the next 100 years.

We’d like to thank the many patrons who volunteer 
their time and eff orts through love and devotion to our 
beloved City in an eff ort to make this an even better 
place for generations to come!

It takes more than a village to make things happen. It 
takes vision, commitment and a city of people who care.

� Looking across our beautiful 
 downtown landscaping to 
 Attleboro Common

We Th ank You All 

and Look Forward 

to the Next 100 

Years of Challenges!

 Renaissance Station �
 Wall St. and South Main St.   

Attleboro High School Stadium �M A S T E R  P L A N

Future Riverfront Drive   |   Riverfront Park 
Pad #2 for Second Crugnale Development


