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Trend in cases
Seven-day average

State response
Steps taken to combat the virus

Unemployment
New claims per week

Confirmed cases
per 100,00 people

Least Most

Total confirmed cases Total confirmed deaths

Testing rate
Tests per 100,000 people.

Illinois
Michigan

Iowa
Minnesota
Wisconsin

Indiana
Ohio

3,229.8

1,906.8

2,534.7
3,101.0

1,969.5
1,976.0

1,575.6 

Wisconsin
Michigan

Iowa

Illinois

Indiana
Ohio

70,871

45,745

22,131

9,215

11,457

23,146

10,088

1,271

374

534

4,345

243

3,111 1,447

SOURCES: Johns Hopkins University; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; U.S. Department of Labor JASON KLEIN - Wisconsin State Journal 
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March 17-18: Bars, restaurants and 
schools closed; gatherings of 10 or 
more people banned
March 25: Universities and nonessential 
businesses closed; most travel banned
April 29: All businesses allowed to 
provide curbside pickup and delivery
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Case rate
Cases per 100,000 people.

Illinois
Michigan

Iowa
Indiana

Ohio
Minnesota
Wisconsin

603.9

343.9
423.0

574.2

198.1

178.1
189.3

Fatality rate
Confirmed cases resulting in death.

Michigan
Indiana

Ohio
Minnesota

Illinois
Wisconsin

Iowa

5.7%

6.3%

2.1%

9.5%

5.4%
4.4%
4.1%

COVID-19 doesn’t respect state boundaries. Yet governors in Midwestern states are each taking 
their own approach to combating the problem and reopening their state’s economy. 

Common enemy,
multiple battle plans

March 12: Schools closed
March 24: Nonessential businesses 
closed; nonessential travel banned
Multiple dates: Subsequent orders 
closed bars and restaurants and 
banned large gatherings

March 15-16: Schools, bars and 
restaurants closed
March 17: Residents ordered to stay 
home except for essential activities
May 4: Nonessential businesses allowed 
to resume curbside operations

March 17: Nonessential businesses 
closed; public gatherings of more than 
10 people banned
April 2: Schools closed
April 27: Restaurants, malls and other 
entities allowed to reopen in 77 of 99 
counties

March 19: Schools closed
March 24: Residents ordered to stay 
home except for essential needs; 
primary postponed to June 2 
May 4: Start of five-stage plan to restore 
economy to normal by July 4; allows many 
places to reopen at partial capacity

March 16-17: Bars, restaurants and 
schools closed
March 21: Gatherings of more than 10 
people banned; parks and nonessential 
businesses closed
May 5: State divided into four regions to 
be reopened in five stages

March 22: Nonessential businesses and 
activities banned
May 1: Health care providers, 
veterinarians, and dentists reopened
May 4: General offices, manufacturing, 
distribution and construction businesses 
reopened

As of Noon Friday


