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February 15, 2017

Dear Senator Durbin, Senator Duckworth, Representative Bost, Senator Fowler, Senator
Schimpf, Representative Phelps, Representative Bryant

My name is Deja Rohlfing, and I attend Shawnee Jr./Sr. High School in Wolf Lake, IL. I
live in the outskirts of Jonesboro, IL. and I see the problems with the levees everyday when I
drive to school. The levees in Southern Illinois are not going to fix themselves. We need your
help and fast before it was too late.

I’ve learned that are nearly 700 wing dikes in Union, Jackson, and Alexander counties.
The wing dikes do not help us when we are worrying about the flooding. They make flooding
worse by increasing the height of the Mississippi River. I’'m sure you have heard about the New
Year Flood and its effect on our levees. We desperately need funds to repair the levees because
if another flood, like the New Year Flood, happened the levees would not hold. Grand Tower
and Wolf Lake, IL. would be gone; therefore, the Shawnee School District would also vanish.

You can drive just about anywhere in Southern Illinois and see how bad the levees need
maintenance. Even if it was a small thing, like mowing the weeds, it would make a difference.
We have small animals making their homes in the levees and that is a huge issue. The animals
burrowing weakens the structure which increases the chances, which are already high, of the

levees breaking.

I'would love to see actions taking place very soon. I think a change in policy would be
effective for us. We need help and you are the only one who can help us.

Sincerely,

Qb\r\%w
Deja Rohlﬁng






February 15, 2017

Dear Senator Durbin, Senator Duckworth, Representative Bost, Senator Fowler, Senator
Schimpf, Representative Phelps, Representative Bryant,

My name is Austin Lyerla and I live in Jonesboro, [llinois but I live on the edge of
Jonesboro and go to Shawnee Jr. Sr. High School. I am writing to you for the simple fact that our
levees are in desperate need of attention. It makes no sense as to why our levees have been
neglected for as long as they have. The lives by the southern part of the Mississippi tiver matter
Just as much as any other life. There are too many wing dikes that are in the Mississippi river, the
neglectful acts of the state shows how much “the bottoms” mean to them, and the levees need to
be taken care of by the state as much as we care for them. Action needs to be taken before the
next flood washes us out, leaving thousands homeless with nowhere to go.

How many wing dikes do you believe are in the southern part of the Mississippi river? I
can tell you there are way too many and we have the most wing dikes in our part of the
Mississippi river than any other place in the world. There are over 700 wing dikes in  the
bottom” region. I do not know about you, but to me; it is unbelieveable that wing dikes are still
being place in the river for experimental purposes. Continue to put diks in the water and we can
guarantee that the next disastrous flood will destroy our homeplace. People say that dikes have
no relationship with the water being high; however, they are wrong. As an experiment, take a
bowl and fill it up with water about halfway full. Now go and find some rocks and place them in
the bow! with the water. At first, you will not notice anything but just keep adding rocks to the
water. You will notice that the water starts to rise; didn’t you? The point is everything has
volume. Putting large amounts of rocks into a little section of a river is going to displace a large
amount of water. If all those rocks were not in the river during the new year flood the water
would have been lower and not almost topped the levees.

The Mississippi levees need to be taken care of just as much as any of the other levees. It
is almost hard to believe that the state cares about this part of the state because we seem to have
received no funding. If we have received any funding then there has not been enough because
there has not been any improvements to the nearby levees. What we need is a machine that helps
us with sandbagging. We cannot afford to lose our homes because there is no where we can £o.
A sandbagging machine would be great. Not only could we have a stockpile of sandbags prepped
before a flood, but it would give us an advantage against mother nature. Having a sandbagging
machine would jumpstart the process for defending ourselves against the next flood. If you think
about it; we would not have to waste time bagging all those sandbags by hand which would and
will take a very long time. That is time that we could use to be putting sandbags down on the
spots of the levees that are very weak and need help staying held together. As I am typing this
letter to you I can almost bet that you are thinking “ Why don't you people just prepare sandbags






before hand when there is not a current flood?” If you are thinking that then the answer is “We
all have jobs and cannot afford to miss work when there is not an emergency.” We understand
that the state is broke. Repairing the levees would be ideal, but we need help and a good start
would be to help us with the sandbagging machine and a place to store the sandbags while we are
waiting to protect ourselves.

Lastly, everyone down here in this little and broke part of the state care a lot about what is
keeping us safe. One of the reasons we are safe right now is because of the levees, The latest
flood we had just gone through, last year, was really scary for everyone that lives down in this
direction. The levees actually broke in the 2015 - 2016 new year flood and people's houses were
destroyed from it. Most of my school district is protected by the levees. If it was not for those
levees; Shawnee Jr. Sr. High School would not exist today. I do not know if you know about this
but there are a few people that actually live right beside the levee. I cannot imagine what would
happen if the levee broke with them in their house because they have no place to go. When |
would go over to her house when I was little. We would literally play on the levee because we
thought that it was just the best place to be and play on top of. This is how close she live to the
levee. Please, help us fight against the water and protect our home place and our memories.

In conclusion, there are too many dikes that are in the southern part of the Mississippi
river and they are contributing to the water level when there is a flood. Like I said, everything in
this world has volume. I am sure you did not try my experiment but that is okay; I spoiled it for
you anyway. But if you don't believe me about what will happen when you put extra items in the
water; go ahead and try the experiment. You will see I am right. We cannot fight the water alone
when the water level is high so we are asking not for you to physically come down here and help
us; however, a token ( sandbagging machine ) to help fight against it. It would be a shame if we
had casualties in our next flood. If it was you asking us; we would want to help you because we
would try and put ourselves into your situation. Home is where we come to relax and settle
down. I would very much be upset if I was on my way home from work and my house and all its
memories vanished. We cannot do this alone and we need your help. Help us keep the water out
and do not let the water come in and wash us out.

Sincerely,

o=

Austin Ly
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February 15, 2017

Dear Senator Durbin, Senator Duckworth, Representative Bost, Senator Fowler, Senator
Schimpf, Representative Phelps, Representative Bryant,

My name is Taylor Verble. Allow me to tell you a little bit about myself! I was bomn in
Southeast Missouri Hospital on July 12, 2000. I lived in Wolf Lake, Illinois up until the age of
five, moved to the state of Virginia, and then moved back to Wolf Lake in seventh grade. l am
now sixteen years old and I am a junior at Shawnee High School, located in Wolf Lake, Illinois.
Currently, I reside in Grand Tower. My house sits very close to a levee, in fact, it is so close that
I can see it out of my kitchen window! So, you can say that the levee systems play an important
role in my everyday life.

I will jump straight to the point because I'm sure you have many important things to do.
QOur levees are failing. They were originally designed to last for only up to 50 to 60 years, but
because of our lack of funds, we have been unable to make the repairs that are required to
improve our levee systems. We are way past the 60 year mark! Flooeding and levee failure is
something that the people in “the bottoms™ are in constant fear of! My house sits very close to
the levee, if the water were to overtop, or the levees were to blow, I would have less than five
minutes to leave my home and relocate. The people who live on Front Street in Grand Tower, are
not even that lucky. We need fundage! Any amount that you could provide us with would be
greatly appreciated. Our homes and even more importantly, our lives, are greatly dependant on
the levee systems. Another concern of mine is certainly the wing dikes that are being added to
the river in an “attempt” to help with flooding. However, all research points to the dikes being
detrimental to our levees. The levees must be worked on and improved! It is only a matter of
time before those of us in the floodplain lose our homes to the mighty Mississippi.

I will end this letter by asking that you please visit our small towns and even Shawnee
High School in order to learn more about our levees. If you were able to get a good look at the
poor conditions that they are in and also see the constant fear that we live in, you could have a
change of heart. We need any sort of funding that we can get in order to make a positive change
for those in the floodplain. Please do anything that you possibly can in order to send more funds
our way so we can continue prosperity in the bottoms.

Sincerely,

”@;%/orl/ﬂ;%
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February 15, 2017

Dear Senator Durbin, Senator Duckworth, Representative Bost, Senator Fowler, Senator
Schimpf, Representative Phelps, Representative Bryant.

My name is Dawson Johnson, and I am writing to you from Shawnee Jr.-Sr. High School.
The reason ] am writing to you today is because our levees are failing. I live on Ware-Wolf Lake
Road in Wolf Lake, Illinois and my house is very close to the levee. I know the levees are very
close to collapsing because we have done research in civics and in our history class. I would
really appreciate it, along with my fellow classmates, if you gave us funds to save our lives and
our school. It’s not just about saving the schools, it’s also about saving hundreds of lives. The
people down in the Southern Illinoisan area are like one big family. The people down here are
like family to us and we don’t want to see something that can be fixed take their lives. Sure, we
might live in a town that really nobody knows about, but that doesn’t mean you can’t take a little
time to come down here and listen to what the kids have to say. These people’s lives are on the
line during every harsh storm because when the river stages rise, that is putting pressure on our
weak levees. We worry that those levees will break and we will lose our homes and it's very hard
to find new homes in today’s economy rates.

QOur levees are failing tremendously. We need more funds to make our levees safe and
trustworthy for when another flood like the New Year's flood occurs. If another New Year's
flood occurs our levees will collapse and flood our school district. If the levee breaks in Grand
Tower that is a third of our school's population. If the levee breaks in Wolf Lake, that is the other
two thirds of our school. If the levees broke in McClure that is a small portion of our school but
it's peoples lives we are worried about. I don’t think the United States would want to be
recognized as the country that just sat back and watched the levees break and take hundreds of
lives knowing that they could have done something to prevent the levees from breaking by
sending in funds to fix them.

The levees need to be fixed. They are probably the worst levees in the Southern Illinois
area. My house is literally 100 yards away from the levee and if that levee were to break I would
not have time to pack up my valuables and leave. I wouldn’t have time to even get in my truck
and get out of the rushing waters way. So, I might lose my life because the government won’t
allow us to receive Federal Funds to fix our levees because we have U rated levees. I would
appreciate it if you took this law away. I would also appreciate it if you came to our school to
learn more about this issue that we are facing.

Sincerely,
Frcpn—
W

Dawson Johnson
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February 15,2017

Dear Senator Durbin, Senator Duckworth, Representative Bost, Senator Fowler, Senator
Schimpf, Representative Phelps, Representative Bryant

Hi, I am Abigail Cripps from Grand Tower, llinois. | am writing to you to tell you a little
about our levees and how they are failing. Our sixty-seven year old levees are testing their limits
over the past few years when the water rises. If these levees are to break then hundreds will
then lose their homes including several family members and friends. Many people could even
lose their lives.

There also would be so many businesses that would be lost. We have studied about the
levees for years to learn even more of what we know from living here in the bottoms. Every time
the water rises there is an even greater chance of a flood. | have lived in this area for seventeen
years and do not want to lose my home, family, or friends.

We have tried through tax referedum. We have had several funraisers. We have even
volunteered local labor on the levees. We are running out of options within our reach. Please we
ask you to take the time to understand the issue, come to a levee meetung. Also, please come
to our school so we can give you more information on our levees. Please also come to our
funraisers. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Abigail Cripps
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