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From left to right in the council chambers, Princess Adylin Holbrook, Prince Camden Linton, Princess Averie Walker, Prince Jacob Mann, Prince Kevin
Gaspar Santos, Princess Alayna Krause, Prince Andrew Hester, Princess Jessica Lopez, and Prince Austin Nunez. Tony Reed photo.

Rhody Month kicks off from City Hall

Mayor Rob Ward formally
declared May “Rhododendron
Festival Month” May 4 after
the Princes and Princesses of
the Rhododendron Court each
took the mic to read the proc-
lamation in segments.

The proclamation
reads: Whereas, the first
Rhododendron Festival took
place in 1908 and it is the
second oldest flower festival

in Oregon and third old-

est on the West Coast and

is just one year younger
than the Portland Rose
Festival; and whereas, the
first Rhododendron Parade
was held on the Siuslaw
River; and whereas, the first
Rhododendron Festival had
approximately 1,000 peo-
ple, and today we have over
30,000; and whereas, the year

1974, Queen Rhododendra
was awarded a scholarship
for $50 and this year, both
Queen Rhododendra and King
of the Coast will be awarded
a scholarship for $1,750; and
whereas, the first rhododen-
dron queen, Laura Johnson
was given a key to the city
that was carved out of rhodo-
dendron wood; and whereas,
the Siuslaw Pioneer Museum

houses photos and memo-
rabilia of many past rhodo-
dendron courts and festivals;
and whereas, in 1977 was
when we had our first Rhjody
Run; and whereas the early
pioneers felt that the rhodo-
dendron was a sign that sum-
mer was not far off, and that
the wind and rain of winter
would give away to warmer
kinder weather; and whereas

this event is produced by the
Chamber of Commerce with
support from community vol-
unteers, other nonprofits, and
the business community.
When the microphone
was handed back to him,
mayor Ward declared May
Rhododendron Festival
month, saying, “Let the prepa-
ration, anticipation and festiv-
ities begin”

Whitmore Classical Academy
announces teachers for fall opening

SUBMITTED by SVCS

In honor of Teacher
Appreciation Week, Whitmore
Classical Academy is pleased
to announce the founding group
of teachers for the Fall 2026
opening for grades K-3.

Whitmore Classical Academy
is a public, tuition-free charter
school open to all. Their mis-
sion is: To develop students in
mind and character through a
classical education that empha-
sizes the principles of virtuous
living, traditional learning, and
civic responsibility.

“I am excited about this
group of educators. They have
the skill set, love for students,
and passion for education that
will propel our students to
success. Literacy is the corner-
stone of our K-5 curriculum
and is woven into every sub-
ject and these educators are
excited to delve into it. There
is a strong commitment from
each of them to our Classical
Education model and to serv-
ing our students, their families
and our community,” stated
Dr. McKinsey, Instructional
Principal.

DAYNA SILVANI,
KINDERGARTEN

Ms. Silvani grew up in
the Bay Area and moved to
Oregon when she attended the
University of Oregon. She has
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her Bachelors in Education

and Masters in Teaching. She
moved to Florence 6 years ago
and has been teaching kinder-
garten for the past 7 years. She
enjoys spending time outdoors-
hiking, camping, and fishing.
She also loves to craft, crochet,
cook, and spend time with her
dog, cats, and chickens.

VICTORIA ROSSMILLER,
1ST GRADE

Ms.
Rossmiller
is from
northwest-
ern Oregon
and grad-
uated this
year from
Hillsdale
College, where she studied
Early Childhood Education and
Rhetoric & Media. She spent
the last four years teaching
preschool and, over the past
year, worked as a substitute
teacher. She enjoys spending
time with family and friends,
exploring the forest, playing
the cello, and reading folktales
and mysteries.

SOPHIA SESSIONS,
3RD GRADE
Ms. Sessions is graduating
this summer with a degree in
Elementary Education from
Oregon State University. She
spent this last year working in

Opinion — A3
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4th grade. She is from Eugene
and played soccer at Lane
Community College and she

is passionate about making art
and loves to paint, draw, sew,
and do crafts in her spare time.

MCKENZIE GRISHAM,
2ND GRADE

“Ms. G”
obtained a
Bachelors
of Arts in
Linguistics
and is com-
pleting her
Masters of
Education
at the University of Oregon.
She has experience working in
special education and in charter
schools. She spends her free
time with her best friend (and
dog) Bishop. She enjoys knit-
ting, biking, reading, baking
and pretending to play cello
just as well as Yoyo Ma!

SUSAN FENTON,
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Ms. Fenton
has a Masters
Degree in
education
and has been
a special
and general
education
teacher for

See TEACHERS, Page A6
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Florence residents die in crash

FROM OREGON STATE POLICE

On Sunday, May 3, at 1:54
p-m., Oregon State Police
responded to a three-vehi-
cle fatal crash involving two
motorcycles on Highway 126
near milepost 2.7 in Lane
County.

The preliminary investiga-
tion indicated a white Volvo
240, operated by Lorna Marie
Trujillo (50) of Florence,
slowed to a stop in the east-
bound lane of Highway 126 to
make a left turn into a mobile
home park near Rose Hill
Road when it was rear-ended

by a green Harley Davidson
Heritage Softail motorcycle,
operated by Brandon Taylor
Oectken (38) of Florence, which
sent the rider to the ground. A
white Harley Davidson Ultra
Classic motorcycle, operated
by John Carlos Moreno (65)
of Florence, then struck the
rear of the green motorcycle
causing the operator to lose
control and lay the motorcycle
on its side. The white Harley
Davidson slid approximately
150 feet before coming to a
stop. Good Samaritans stopped

See CRASH, Page A6

Students respond to school,
bond measure questions

By TONY REED
The Siuslaw News

While assembling this final
issue before the May 19 elec-
tion deadline, I was asked by
a reader to interview students
at Siuslaw High School about
their thoughts regarding the
bond measure.

The last-minute logistics
of setting up interviews with
students were facilitated by
Principal Mike Harklerode,
who was able to quickly round
up a few students who had time
to speak to me at various times

Siuslaw News
2 Sections | 16 Pages
Copyright 2026

during their class day. An open
request was made for others to
participate and answer ques-
tions by email, with no takers.
Others were willing, but the
timing of their classes did not
work out.

In the school library, I spoke
with Senior Nyx Harklerode,
Freshman Afton Linton and
Senior Will Johnson.

While I’'m aware Nyx is
the daughter of Principal
Harklerode, (who is also the
vice chair of the Facilities

See BOND, Page A6
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Which Holiday Is This?

Over the years that |
have participated in var-
ious ways and holidays
to honor our military
members, Veterans or
nation, I have sometimes
been confused because
there sometimes appears
to be an overlap in some
of those holidays. As we
are in the midst of that
season in May and June,
I thought it time to cover
some of those, particularly
since our local annual
Rhododendron Festival
also conflicts with some
of those holidays.

ARMED FORCES DAY

Armed Forces Day
always falls on the same
weekend as our local
Rhody Days events and
is always overshadowed
by those events. This hol-
iday was first celebrated

POLICE LOG

in 1950, the same year
that North Korea invaded
South Korea, and many
of the troops honored
that day deployed within
weeks. Since 1950, it
has been observed on
the third Saturday of
May every year. It also
kicks off Armed Forces
Week, which runs through
Memorial Day weekend.
It is a day to pay trib-
ute to men and women
who serve currently
in the United States’
armed forces. The event
stemmed from the armed
forces’ unification under
one department — the
Department of Defense.
The Army, Navy and Air
Force branches adopted
the newly formed day.
The Marine Corps
declined to drop support
for Marine Corps Day but
supports Armed Forces
Day too.

Communities across
the nation celebrate in

VETERAN'S VIEWPOINT

multiple ways such as
flying the American flag,
wearing apparel support-
ing our military or nation,
attending local events
in support of service
members etc. One that is
probably more appreciated
by service members is to
thank them face to face
for their service.

While our local
annual Rhody Days is a
long-standing tradition
celebrating our commu-
nity, don’t forget Armed
Forces Day, and show
your support and appreci-
ation to our active service
members, both then after
that, throughout the year.

Memorial Day

Armed Forces Day is
also part of Armed Forces
Week, which begins on
the second Saturday of
May and then culminates
with Memorial Day,
which is observed on
Monday, May 25th, and is
the federal holiday in the

United States dedicated to
honoring and mourning
military personnel who
died while serving in the
U.S. Armed Forces. It is
a day of remembrance,
reflection, and gratitude
for the ultimate sacrifice
made by all service mem-
bers throughout American
history.

It traces its roots to
the years following the
Civil War, when com-
munities across America
began decorating the
graves of fallen soldiers
with flowers. Originally
called “Decoration Day,”
the observance was first
widely celebrated on
May 30, 1868. The name
“Memorial Day” began to
be used in the 1880°s and
the holiday was officially
renamed Memorial Day
in 1971 when Congress
passed the Uniform
Monday Holiday Act, offi-
cially declaring Memorial
Day a federal holiday and

moving its observance to
the last Monday in May.
This one is observed
locally with a very mov-
ing program that is held
each year for the past
two decades-plus at the
Veterans Memorial Park
on Bay Street in historic
Old Town Florence. The
three veteran service orga-
nizations here in Florence,
American Legion,
Disabled American
Veterans and Veterans of
Foreign Wars, rotate who
conducts the program each
year, but all three orga-
nizations and their mem-
bers participate willingly.
This year the program is
being conducted by VFW
with Post Commander
Gary Covert in the lead.
The program always
includes various features
such as opening prayer,
flag salute, national
anthem, reading of fallen
Florentines from various
wars, a speaker, and the

most moving which is the
laying of wreaths by the
United States Coast Guard
in the Siuslaw River, to
recognize our fallen ones.
It also includes placing
American flags and white
crosses on the graves of
all Veterans in our Pacific
Sunset Cemetery. This
year the program takes
place on Monday, May
25th beginning at 1:00
p-m. and if you’ve never
attended in the past, I
encourage you to do

so this year. The guest
speaker this year is local
Veteran Paul Gargis,
Command Sargeant
Major, US Army, Retired,
who himself is worth the
listening.

VETERANS DAY

Veterans Day, which
honors all U.S. military
veterans for their service
to the nation, began with

See VETERANS, Page A6

The Florence Police Department
responded to the following calls from
April 28 to May 4

TUESDAY, APRIL 28

At 12:15 a.m., a caller
in the 3900 block of Oak
Street reported a neighbor
upstairs possibly running
a motor and causing noise
that was keeping him
awake. Officers arrived
and listened for any noise
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but all was quiet. No fur-
ther action was taken.

At 7:28 a.m., officers
responded to the 1600
block of Kenwood for a
report of a bag of feces
left on a doorstep. Officers
reviewed surveillance
footage and were able

Sales

to identify the subject
responsible and cited him
for criminal mischief and
offensive littering.

At 10:16 a.m., a caller
reported a vehicle in the
700 block of Highway
101 driven by someone
who was on the phone and
driving poorly. Officers
responded to the area but
were unable to locate the
described vehicle.

At 10:32 a.m., the caller
from the 12:15 a.m. call
used 911 to complain
about noise in the neigh-
borhood. The caller was
advised not to use 911 for
non-emergency calls.

At 12:36 p.m., officers
responded to the 1300
block of Kingwood for
a report of a dispute
occurring at the dog

park. Officers arrived to
hear that there had been

a disagreement over the
handling of dogs. Officers
determined that the dispute
was verbal only and that
nothing criminal occurred.
No further action was
taken.

At 10:25 a.m., a caller
reported a broken wooden
object on the Siuslaw river
bridge that was forcing
drivers into the oncoming
lane to get around it. An
officer located the object
and removed it from the
roadway.

At 4:59 p.m., a busi-
ness in the 1300 block of
Bay Street reported that a
subject had taken a brace-
let and was aggressive
when confronted about
it. Officers attempted to

FEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

Johnston Motor Company

Since 1939
-,L__x'.i‘crci )
2150 Hwy. 101 « Florence
(541) 997-3475

MINI AUSSIE MAGGIE

At just 1 year old and 38 pounds, Maggie is the perfect age and
size to start a training journey. This bright, energetic Mini Aussie
is eager for a job. Whether it’s agility, scent work, or learning new
tricks, she’s ready to shine.

Maggie recently arrived from Marion County Animal Services
after being found as a stray, so her past is a bit of a mystery. What
we do know is that she’s full of potential and waiting for someone to
help her write the next chapter of her story. Come meet Maggie and
give her the happy tail she deserves!

If you would like to meet them or any of their
friends, please visit us at:
OREGON COAST HUMANE SOCIETY

2840 Rhododendron Drive « Florence « 541-997-4277
www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org
Shelter hours are 10am until 5pm « seven days a week.

T ﬁis message Brougﬁt to you By‘

935 HEMLOCK ST.
Well-maintained, charming townhome in Oyster Cove with a
practical two-story layout. This 2 bed, 1.5 bath home offers 1,401
sq ft, including a formal living room on the main level with vaulted
ceilings and large west-facing windows for great afternoon light. The
kitchen features stainless steel appliances and granite countertops.
There’s a convenient half bath for guests on the main floor. Upstairs
includes both bedrooms, a full bath, a separate family room, and a
well-placed utility room that keeps laundry close to the bedrooms.
The attached two-car garage is a rare bonus for townhomes in
the area. Conveniently located near Peace Health Medical Center,
major shopping, Old Town, and the library. Hiking trails and the
community bike path are just two blocks north. $425,000. #12965
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"We're next to the bridge” (541)997-7777

100 Hwy 101 NS
Florence, OR 97439 cbeoast.co @

locate the subject on Bay
Street and reviewed video
attempting to identify the
subject. The case remains
under investigation.

At 6:13 p.m., a caller
reported a fight occur-
ring in the 8th Street bus
stop. Officers arrived to
find a verbal dispute had
occurred between two
males. Subjects were coun-
seled, and no further action
was taken.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29

At 12:02 a.m., a caller
in the 3900 block of Oak
Street reported banging
from his neighboring floor
and vibration. Officers
arrived and listened for
some time, but all was
quiet.

At 8:11 a.m., a busi-
ness in the 1900 block of
21st St. reported that a
subject had plugged their
cell phone into an outlet.
Officers contacted the
subject in question and
advised them to unplug
their phone.

At 9:10 a.m., officers
responded to the 21st St.
bus stop for a report of a
subject yelling at the bus
driver. Officers arrived to
find a male subject had
tried to board the bus with
too much stuff, creating a
disagreement. The subject
agreed to try to catch the
next bus with less stuff.

At 12:19 p.m., officers
responded to the 2100
block of Spruce Street for
a report of a man beating a
dog. Upon arrival, officers
learned that the man had
been trying to separate
fighting dogs. Witnesses
in the area confirmed
his statement. No further
action was taken.

At 4:34 p.m., a caller

Family, friends and football.
No one thinks of Chet

Chester A Franklin

1935 - 2026

Pnnt, Digital, Mobile and More
thesiuslawnews.com

without
things he cherished most.

in 1935, Chester

right by others.

and by example.

thinking of the [§&

Born in Ontario, Oregon, |
Arthur [
Franklin died peacefully on [
April 22, 2026, enveloped by
love. He's remembered for his |
athletic prowess, generosity,
and fierce adherence to doing

Kindness came easily to Franklin. As a
child, he had loving parents. A modest
upbringing taught him self-sufficiency at an
early age, and he thrived working difficult
jobs. He developed a strong work ethic
and played multiple sports. He was a good
student and a natural leader. He led easily,

Franklin was an athletic standout at
Nevadas Elko High School and the
University of Utah, where he lettered in
football for three years. He’s been referenced
as one of the school’s legendary players.

He was a starting guard in the U.S. Marine
Corps after earning a Master’s Degree from

§ coach and executive, most
notably as a defensive backs
.4 coach for the Oakland and

| Los Angeles Raiders during
their Super Bowl XV and
Super Bowl XVIII winning
| seasons.

As an adult, Franklin earned
great professional success, but
it didn’t define him. Personal
relationships remained his
priority. He was humble and unassuming.
Gentle but influential. He listened more
than he spoke, and thought whoever he was
talking with was the most important person
in the room. He valued good friendships,
treasured his family, and helped people
without fanfare.

Chet Franklin was preceded in death by
his wife, Ann. He’s survived by his lifetime
partner, Vicki, his daughter, Shana, and son-
in-law, Darrin. The world was a better place
with him in it. If youd like to pay forward
Franklin’s generosity, please consider
donating time or money to the Oregon
Coast Humane Society.

reported a possible DUI
in the 2900 block of
Highway 101. Officers
investigated and found the
report was inaccurate and
the situation was not as it
was reported.

At 10:56 p.m., a caller
reported that his subject
had been drinking and got
into a vehicle to drive out
of town. Officers noti-
fied authorities in the last
known direction of the
vehicle.

At 11:47 p.m., officers
responded to the 5200
block of Highway 101 for
a report that a vehicle had
been stolen. Officers inves-
tigated to find that paper-
work had been exchanged
to trade the vehicle for
another. The caller was
informed that the issue was
civil in nature.

THURSDAY, APRIL 30

At 8:33 a.m., a caller
reported a subject in the
area of Maple and 9th
Street who was possi-
bly intoxicated and was
stumbling while walking
with the dog. Officers
responded to the area but
were unable to locate the
described subject.

At 11:39 a.m., officers
responded to the 300
block of Kenwood after
a caller reported a suspi-
cious subject with a knife.
Officers contacted and
searched the subject, but
found no knife. When the
caller was re-contacted by
officers, she said the infor-
mation had come to her
third-hand.

At 12:11 p.m., a caller
reported that she had been
bitten by a juvenile. While
interviewing the caller,
officers determined that
she was intoxicated and
gave conflicting informa-
tion as to what happened.
When the caller disclosed
that the incident occurred
in Westlake, she was
instructed to call the Lane
County Sheriff’s Office.

At 3:23 p.m., a caller

See POLICE, Page A5

DEATH
NOTICES

Ariel Carter

May 6, 1978 - June 12, 2025

Celebration of life
will be held at Cross
Road Assembly of God
1380 which 10th Street,
Florence, OR on May
30th at 1pm.
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DEAR EDITOR,

The City Council Education
Resolution

I read with interest the Siuslaw
News article “Council voices sup-
port for education” 4-29-26 about
the education resolution passed by
the Florence City Council with a
near unanimous vote. I believe that
this is the time when our commu-
nity needs to be reminded about the
value of education.

In the Council discussion the fol-
lowing values were identified.

* Education impacts all stages of
life, from early childhood through
adulthood.

* Education is a foundation for
future community resilience and
vitality.

And the resolution states:

* Informed civic participation is
essential to a healthy democracy and
encourages residents to engage with
public information about issues that
affect the community now and for
our vibrant future.

Did the resolution go far enough?
How would the resolution apply to
climate education needs for a com-
munity? In my opinion, climate edu-
cation must be intergenerational and
requires a multi-layered approach
that bridges formal schooling, gov-
ernment policy, and community
lived experience.

Key components of this definition
include:

* Education should define learning
not just as adult-to-youth or vice
versa, but as a reciprocal exchange.

* Education involves transform-
ing passive climate awareness into
active concern through intergenera-
tional learning.

* Education identifies existing
community assets that can serve as
catalysts for climate action projects.

* Education includes civic engage-
ment, where students and commu-
nity members learn to advocate for
local climate policies, such as city-
wide climate action plans.

Because we have very little cli-
mate education in our city, I asked
the City Council to apply these
educational principles when imple-
menting the education resolution.
That means encouraging residents
to engage with public information
about issues that affect the commu-
nity now and for our vibrant future.

Mike Allen
Florence, Oregon

DEAR EDITOR

Al is the oligarch’$ (Musk,
Altman, Bezos, Zuckerberg & the
Trump crew) answer, fix, solution to
many problems that were caused
by them. Their “God Machine”
(AI) will be a furtherance of the
evolving designed system that takes
from those that have the least &
gives to those who have an excess
& most assuredly believe they
need more & more & more. We

Jj onuinEPoLL I

The poll was left up for an
extra week on the Siuslaw News
website an extra week, to better
gauge the response to the follow-

ing question.

AS THE ELECTION
GETS CLOSER, HAVE
YOU CHANGED YOUR

MIND ON THE SCHOOL

BOND MEASURE?

As of 5 p.m., May 7,

44 .4 % said, “No I planned it
to vote for it from the start.”

39.7 % said, “No, I planned to
vote against it from the start.”

11.1 % said, “Yes, I planned
to vote for it, but I have changed
my mind.”

4.8 % said, “Yes, I planned to
vote against it but have changed
my mind.”

WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY

FRIDAY
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are allowing humanity to be taken
from us through false (fake) prom-
ises that too many are so eager

to believe because of greed. You
can’t stop progress but you can
consider & decide, what is & what
isn’t progress, & not just based on
your investment portfolios. We’re
looking at the future here & now.
Ask yourselves, not the oligarchs
& Wall Street, how much better
can it get, fast food in every pot, a
robot answering every phone call
sending you to another menu, huge
data & Al centers using an exor-
bitant amount of our energy to the
detriment of our planet & climate;
for what purpose, so you can get on
social media faster for skewed &
biased info & “Big Brother” knows
everything about you? It’s time

to pull back on the reins or at the
very least ask what direction we’re
heading & why are “we” not in
control ! Al in control of the NUKE
BUTTON !

Jeff Gemutliche
Florence

DEAR EDITOR,

I am seeing signs around
town that say, “Curriculum over
Construction,” or something similar.

I am thinking this message is
about the bond measure on the May
ballot which would in theory fund
construction of a new high school if
it passes.

I would like to clarify something:
The two matters are completely
separate.

The school budget is already in
the works and this is where the
curriculum component would be
addressed.

The bond for constructing a new
building, if it passes, would be for
constructing a new building -- not
for anything else.

Maybe understanding this sep-
aration of accounts and projects
will help people feel better about
investing in the community’s
infrastructure

Ivy Medow
Florence

DEAR EDITOR,

As a graduate from our high
school, the building had nothing to
do with the quality of education I
received. The educational experi-
ence was and is the responsibility
of the educators and the curriculum
they are charged with delivering.

Recent letters to the editor from
SHS alumni that support the school
bond measure (teachers, coaches,
business leaders, medical pro-
fessionals) freely admit that they
are successful and that their chil-
dren who also are alumni are also
successful.

Those who believe a shiny new
school will lead to better educa-
tional outcomes are going to be dis-
appointed. A quality education starts
and ends with teachers

Harrison Richards
Florence

DEAR EDITOR,

Measure 20-373 helps Lane
County by:

Recognizing the rights of water-
shed to exist and flourish, free from
pollution

Affirming residents’ right to clean,
safe drinking and domestic water

Prohibiting corporate activities
that violate those rights.

Clean water and healthy eco-
systems are fundamental to the
future of Lane County. The
way forests are managed directly
affects water quality, climate sta-
bility, wildlife habitat and the
well-being of people who live
downstream. Unfortunately, cur-
rent regulations allow industrial
practices that adversely affect water

| saturoay |  suwbay

quality, fish habitat and recreational
opportunities.

There are over 600 nature protec-
tive laws in more than 50 nations,
including the U.S. If adopted, Lane
County would join dozens of other
US communities in recognizing
the rights of local ecosystems, like
watersheds. Frivolous cases are
very rare in practice, contrary to
what the opposition claims. The
opposition group, “Protect our
County” is an organization pretend-
ing to represent grassroots people,
but is funded by powerful business
interests, e.g. Koch Bros, logging
and oil companies, real estate devel-
opers, etc. who don’t want to see
any restrictions on spraying toxic
chemicals in our watersheds. It
affects their bottom line. Contrary
to claims in a recent flyer they sent
out, NO, neighbors will not be suing
neighbors and there will NOT be
frivolous lawsuits. Get the facts at

DEAR EDITOR,

I’m a parent, a grandparent, and
an accountant, so I tend to look at
decisions through a practical, long-
term lens.

When I look at Measure 379, I
ask two basic questions: What’s
needed, and does this make financial
sense over time?

This plan checks those boxes. It
focuses on essentials, improving
safety and replacing aging facili-
ties, without overbuilding or adding
unnecessary costs.

And that matters. In my line of
work, I’ve seen what happens when
communities put off major repairs.
Costs don’t stay flat, they rise, and
often quickly. What could have been
a planned investment turns into a
much more expensive problem.

This bond is necessary, and the
funding is transparent. There’s even
a cost calculator available so fam-
ilies can see exactly what it means
for their household.

I also look at what this means in
real terms. Broken down monthly,
it’s a manageable cost for something
our community depends on every
day.

As an accountant, I don’t say this
lightly: the math works, and the
benefits add up.

It’s time to invest in our commu-
nity. It’s time to invest in our chil-
dren. It’s time!

Vote YES on Measure 379.

Sincerely, Rick Yecny
ProtectLaneCounty Watersheds.org.

It’s time to protect the health of
our watersheds and the health of all
of us who live downstream. Vote
YES on Measure 20-373.

Joan Skarda
Florence
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DEAR EDITOR,

“The best time to plant a tree was
10 years ago. The second-best time
is now.”

This verse is so fitting in regards
to the current state of the Siuslaw
Schools. Our community sim-
ply cannot afford to let another
opportunity pass by. Investing in
the schools not only supports our
children, it supports our entire com-
munity and keeps Florence a desir-
able place to live.

Allowing the schools to remain in
a state of disrepair is shameful and
not conducive to being a ‘City in
Motion’ as Florence is often referred
to. Please help keep Florence
moving forward by supporting the
Siuslaw School Bond.

The time is indeed now.

Julie Goodman
Florence

Letters to the Editor regarding
the school bond which did not fit
or were received after May 7 at 5
p.m. have been and will continue
to be posted on our website, thesiu-
slawnews.com until 5 p.m. Monday
May 18.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY
The Siuslaw News welcomes Letters to the Editor and Guest View-
points as part of a community discussion of issues on the local, state
and national level. Letters are subject to editing for length, grammar
and clarity. Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and depends
on space available and the volume of letters received.

Email letters to treed@countrymedia.net

TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION:
Letters must address pertinent or timely issues of interest to our
readers at-large. In addition:
o Letters reflect the opinion of the writer. The Siuslaw News cannot
verify the accuracy of all statements made in letters. Authors should
ensure any information is accurate, fair and not from second-hand
knowledge or hearsay, and include sources where possible.
o Letters have a suggested 300-word limit and may be edited for
grammar and clarity. Occasionally letters will be longer.
® Authors must sign their full name and include their street address
(only city will be printed), as well as a daytime phone number and/
or email address for verification. The person who signs the letter
must be the actual author. Siuslaw News does not accept anonymous
Letters to the Editor.
o Siuslaw News will not print form letters, libelous letters, business
promotions or personal disputes, poetry, open letters, letters espous-
ing religious views without reference to a current issue, or letters
considered in poor taste. Letters also may not be part of letter-writing
campaigns.
o Writers are limited to one published letter every two weeks.

TO SUBMIT TO THE SIUSLAW NEWS:
Emailed submissions are preferred. All letters need to include full
name, address and phone number; only name and city will be print-
ed. Handwritten or typed letters must be signed.
The newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publisher and editor,
reserves the right to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above
criteria.
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Annual Rhododendron Show
and Sale — May 16th and 17th

Rhodies are busting
out all over and the
reason for our Festival
name is becoming abun-
dantly clear. Every yard,
street and highway is
alive with a rainbow of
Rhododendrons in bloom.
We had some goofy early
weather, but it looks, once
again, like our favorite
flower will be the center
of attention.

The Show is open to
anyone who would like
to share their beautiful
trusses with the world

and possibly go home
with a ribbon or trophy. If
you would like to enter,
bring your flowers to the
Florence Events Center
between 7 and 9 Saturday
morning. Our knowledge-
able garden nymphs will
help with the proper class
placement.

A few guidelines to
follow:

select a truss that is
as completely open as
possible but not beyond
its prime; try to find the
straightest stem; bug bites

are not our favorite design,
but sometimes we can’t
avoid them; and remem-
ber, everyone has had

the same weather as you.
Don’t worry about them
being perfect. The more,
the merrier.

Please join us and see
why Florence is called
the Rhododendron City.
Admission is always free.
Saturday is open from
noon, or until judging is
over, until 5 and Sunday
from 10 to 5.

And don’t forget the
fabulous plant sale, 10 to 5
each day. It’s your chance
to get that elusive Rhody
you’ve been seeking or a
great companion plant.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding the show,
please do not hesitate to
contact me: Day Farrald,
541-579-5544 or day817@
outlook.com.

Rhody Run to Return

Mark your calendars
and lace up your shoes for
the 47th Annual Rhody
Run, returning this spring
as part of the beloved
Rhododendron Festival!
Join us for a morning of
fitness, fun, and commu-
nity spirit at the Florence
Events Center Saturday,
May 16..

Participants can choose
between a SK Run/Walk
or a 10K Run, perfect for
runners, walkers, families,
and anyone who wants

to be part of the celebra-

tion. Enjoy scenic routes

through Florence as the
town comes alive with
blooming rhododendrons
and festival energy.

¢ In-person registration:
Begins at 8:00 a.m.

e Race start time: 9:00
a.m.

e Location: Florence
Events Center
Whether you’re racing

for a personal best or sim-

ply soaking in the atmo-
sphere, the Rhody Run is

a tradition that brings our
community together year
after year.

Best of all, proceeds
from the Rhody Run
benefit Florence Habitat
for Humanity, supporting
safe, affordable housing
and stronger neighbor-
hoods right here in our
community.

To sign up, go to our
website at www.florence-
habitat.org.

Florence’s biggest
celebration of the
year is again upon us
with the 119th Annual
Rhododendron Festival,
better known to locals as
Rhody Days. The event
packs parades, music, arts
and crafts, local wares,
and even a riverside car-
nival into four days from
May 14 to May 17.

According to the
Florence area Chamber
of Commerce, the Rhody
Days proudly features
the theme “temuu hiisach
hai — A Gathering with
a Good Heart,” gifted
by the Confederated
Tribes of Coos, Lower
Umpqua & Siuslaw
Indians (CTCLUSI). This

Rhody Days are here again!

meaningful theme reflects
connection, respect, and
shared community —val-
ues deeply rooted in the
Florence area.

“The Tribes also pro-
vided the official 2026
festival logo, designed by
CTCLUSI Tribal Member
Dylan Brainard, and the
tribes will serve as Grand
Marshal of the 2026
Grand Floral Parade,” the
Chamber reported.

The Rhody Days cele-
bration kicks off May 14
with the carnival at the
Port of Siuslaw parking
lot.

Starting the next
morning, Friday, May
15, check out the
Rhododendron Quilt

Guild’s Quilt Show at the
Florence Home Furniture
building off 6th Street and
Nopal Street. Down on
Maple Street you’ll find
the Old Town Vendor Fair
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 16, the
47th annual Rhody Run
kicks off at 9 a.m. in front

i N sATU

South Coast Trio
in the parking lot SR
May 16th, 12-3pm # &=

Open SATURDAY
10am until 3pm

Elks Share Shop

Parking lot sale!

Ladies of Elks Homemade
Pie & Bake Sale

SATURDAY ONLY May 16
11am until sold out
(2-pie limit and they go fast!)
Whole pies & baked goods!
All proceeds go to support
local charities!

Past Exalted Rulers
Bna.’rfast

SUNDAY ONLY May 17
7-11am

RDAY & SUNDAY
May 16 & 17

11am until sold out

Follow the smoke
to the parking lot!
% Chicken, Potato Salad,
Baked Beans for $15

Soft drinks available

Grey Wails in the lounge §
6-9pm for members & guests |

N~

: g /
Scrambled Eggs, Link Sausage, Pancakes,
Coffee, Tea & Water for $12 (Kids under 10yrs, $4)

of the Florence Events
Center. Registration starts
at 8 a.m. so get there
early.

The Habitat for
Humanity Poker
Walk happens
at 10 a.m.
at 2016
Highway
101.

Back at
the Florence
events
Center from
10 am.to 5 p.m.
is the Rhododendron
Sale, followed by the
Rhododendron Show
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m..

Don’t forget the Rhody
Days Art Festival, hap-
pening from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. at the Florence
Events Center.

The Elks Lodge will
host a chicken barbecue

and pie/bake sale starting
at 11 a.m. on Saturday.
If you want to see
something truly cute,
check out the Junior
Parade, sponsored
by Siuslaw Fire
and Rescue.
It starts at
Miller Park
and goes
north on
Oak Street.
Staging
happens at
11 a.m. and the
parade starts at noon.
Then, at the Siuslaw High
School athletic fields,
be sure to check out the
Kiwanis Kid Games.
The Rhody Cruisers
Rhody Days Car Show
and Shine happens from
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in
the City Lights Cinemas
parking lot next to

Grocery Outlet. After the
show and shine, some
drivers will take it to the
street for the Coast Radio
Car Cruise which will
travel down Bay Street
in old town from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m..

Rhody Days culmi-
nates in the Grand Floral
Parade down Highway
101 to Bay Street, start-
ing at noon. Choose
your parking wisely and
bring a comfortable chair
because this small town
parade puts bigger cities
to shame.

Several attractions,
including the quilt show,
arts festival, carnival,
and vendor fair happen
throughout the four days
of Rhody Days.

You can find a printable
schedule at RhodyDays.
net

FLORENCE REGIONAL ARTS ALLIANCE

]

CALERY I CRLAIVE CENTER

pugealy

wid

1am - 4pm

-?slmﬁRhody Days

Saturday, May 16
10am - 5pm

Sunday, May 17

Florence Events Center
715 Quince Street

Email Tracey Miller:
tracey fraa@gmail.com

Call FRAA Gallery +» 541.997 4435
www.fraaoregon.org
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Oregon Coast Humane Society Veterinary Clinic welcomes
future Veterinarians through OSU Internship Program

The Oregon Coast
Humane Society (OCHS)
Veterinary Clinic is helping
shape the next generation
of veterinary profession-
als by hosting veterinary
students from Oregon
State University’s Carlson
College of Veterinary
Medicine for hands-on
clinical internships.

Known as preceptor-
ships, these internships are
a required part of fourth-
year veterinary students’
training before graduation.
OCHS has already hosted
its first two students and

has additional preceptors
scheduled through April
2027, with more applica-
tions arriving each week.
Under the mentor-
ship of OCHS Shelter
and Veterinary Clinic
Veterinarian Dr. Tamay
Guevara, an OSU alumna,
students gain experience
in wellness exams, shel-
ter medicine, spay and
neuter surgeries, dental
procedures, and emergency
veterinary care. The unique
structure of the OCHS
clinic allows students to
experience both shelter

medicine and private prac-
tice in one setting.

“We’re finding that
what we can offer as
a hybrid clinic serving
both shelter animals and
community pets is a truly
special opportunity for
veterinary students,” said
OCHS Executive Director
Elizabeth Thompson.
“They get to experience
the fast pace and compas-
sion of shelter medicine
while also learning how
a full-service veterinary
practice responds when
emergencies arise. It’s

an incredible educational
environment.”

Students participat-
ing in the program have
described their time at
OCHS as one of the most
meaningful experiences of
their veterinary education.

Thompson said support-
ing and mentoring future
veterinary professionals
was part of the organiza-
tion’s vision when OCHS
purchased the veterinary
clinic in 2025. To help
make the experience acces-
sible, the clinic includes an
upstairs apartment where

students, their spouses, and
even their pets can stay
during their internships.
OCHS volunteers also
provide daily lunches for
the students during their
preceptorships.

“The biggest gift we
can give students is time
with an inspiring men-
tor,” Thompson said. “Dr.
Guevara is not only an
exceptional veterinarian,
but also a compassionate
teacher who is helping pre-
pare the next generation of
animal advocates and med-
ical professionals. We’re

proud to have her leading
this program.”

Community members
interested in supporting the
veterinary student program
can volunteer to provide
lunches or donate snacks
to stock the clinic kitchen
for visiting students.
Additional volunteers are
also needed to assist at the
clinic in a variety of ways.

For more information
or to get involved, visit
the OCHS Veterinary
Clinic at 1739 22nd Street
in Florence or call (541)
590-3333.

PoLICE

From Page A2

reported possibly being
harassed online. Officers
investigated and found it
to be a scam attempt, and
advised the caller of ways
to protect herself against
online scams.

Add 9:51 p.m., a caller
reported a vehicle in the
5600 block of Highway
126 that was blocking their
driveway. Officers arrived
and contacted the driver,
who said he was out of
gas. Officers and other
residents helped push his
vehicle to a safe location.

At 10:29 p.m., an officer
on patrol noticed a lot of
trash in the 3100 block of
Highway 101. The officer
contacted a male subject in
the area who admitted to
throwing the trash around.
The officer stood by as he
cleaned it up.

FRIDAY, MAY 1

At 2:37 am., a caller
reported seeing a male
and female subject fight-
ing in the 4900 block of
Highway 101. The caller
said they observed the
male subject shoving the
female. Officers arrived,
but were unable to locate
the described subjects.

At 11:10 a.m., a busi-
ness in the 1700 block of
Highway 126 reported that
a female subject had stolen
alcohol and left the busi-
ness. Officers were able to
contact the female subject
by phone and were told
that she had paid for alco-
hol. When officers told her
they had reviewed security
footage indicating other-
wise, the woman agreed to
return the alcohol.

At 3:07 p.m., a caller
in the 1600 block of 38th
St. reported that someone
had been leaving red paint
handprints on her sliding
glass door. A report was
taken.

At 5:34 p.m., officers on
patrol observed a vehicle
in the area of Highway
101 and Nopal St. that
was blocking the traffic
lane. Officers were about
to have the vehicle towed
when the owner returned.
The owner was found to
have a felony warrant from
Curry County and was
taken into custody.

Add 6:12 p.m., a caller
reported theft of aluminum
cans from the 500 block of
Maple Street. A report was
taken.

SATURDAY, MAY 2

At 11:23 a.m., officers
responded to the 2100
block of 18th St. for a
reported theft of a firearm.
The case remains under
investigation.

At 12:07 p.m., officers
from the Eugene area
requested assistance from
Florence in locating a
missing subject. Officers
checked local Flock cam-
eras, but found no evidence
that the subject’s vehicle
had entered Florence.

At 1:40 p.m., a caller
reported a dispute between
a male and a female in the

1600 block of 12th St..
Officers arrived to find a
father and daughter hug-
ging after a discussion. No
further action was taken.

At 3 p.m., officers
responded to the 800 block
of 7th Street for a reported
dispute occurring between
a male and a female.
Officers contacted both
subjects, who did not want
to speak to officers and did
not want to pursue charges.

At 5 p.m., a caller
reported a vehicle on
Highway 101 that was
passing on safely and
unable to maintain its
lane. Officers responded to
the area, but were unable
to locate the described
vehicle.

At 5:31 p.m., a caller
reported a syringe found in
the 1300 block of Highway
101 with a black substance
inside. Officers disposed of
the syringe.

At 6:55 p.m., a caller
reported a subject walking
in the bike lanes on the
sidewalk along Highway
101. Officers contacted
the subject and gave him a

courtesy ride home.

At 9:25 p.m., several
callers reported hearing a
loud explosion in the area
of 17th and Pine. Officers
responded to the area and
were told by some resi-
dents that it had possibly
been fireworks over the
river.

At 10:53 p.m., a caller
reported a vehicle had
come off a trailer on
Highway 126. By the time
officers arrived, the owners
had fixed the situation.

SUNDAY, MAY 3

At 12:10 a.m., officers
responded to the 1100
block of Highway 101
after a caller reported a
vehicle had been taken
without authorization.
Officers investigated and
were able to locate the
vehicle at another address
in Florence, but did not
find the subject who
reportedly took it. The
vehicle was returned.

At 8:56 a.m., a caller
reported losing a card-
holder in the 1300 block of
Bay Street.

At 12:40 p.m., juvenile

callers reported finding a
rifle in the bushes in the
1800 block of Oak Street.
Officers arrived and found
it was a pellet gun, and
placed it into evidence at
the police department.

At 1:49 p.m., officers
assisted the Oregon State
Police with a traffic colli-
sion on Highway 126.

At 2:34 p.m., a caller
reported being harassed
by an ex who had just
been released from cus-
tody. Officers contacted
the ex’s probation officer.
The case remains under
investigation.

At 6:12 p.m., officers
responded to a report of
shoplifting previously in
the 700 block of Highway
101. Officers determine
the subject in question was
already in custody, and
charges of trespassing and
theft were added.

At 7:56 p.m., a caller
reported a possibly
intoxicated subject driv-
ing toward Florence on
Highway 126. Officers set
up at the city limits, but
the described vehicle did

not pass their location.

At 10:27 p.m., officers
observed a vehicle stalled
in the area of 15th St. and
Highway 101. Officers
gave the subject a ride to
the store to get some oil
for the vehicle.

MONDAY, MAY 4

At 8:19 a.m., officers
observed a known female
subject near Highway
126. Officers contacted
the subject and found she
had warrants from Cottage
Grove and Springfield, and
took her into custody.

At 9:22 a.m., a back-
pack was found in the
area of Rhododendron and
Kingwood. The backpack
was placed into evidence
at the police department.

At 2:51 p.m., officers

responded to the area

of 22nd St. and Oak

for a report of a dispute
between a male and
female. Officers contacted
the subjects, who wanted
no assistance from law
enforcement.

At 3:25 p.m., officers
assisted fire personnel in
the 200 block of Royal
St. George for a reported
fire inside the structure. It
was found that something
had been left on the stove,
causing a lot of smoke.

At 10:26 p.m., a caller
reported several subjects
fighting and yelling in the
1100 block of Highway
101. Officers arrived and
investigated. One subject
was arrested for disorderly
conduct.

RECOVERY,
FOR THE
FUTURE
YOU WANT.
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SERVICES, INC.
541.997.7653

needs

1870 Hwy. 126, Suite A, Florence

A full time

dedicated staff
to help owners
¢ tenants

WWW.WCRESI.COM
sales@wcresi.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT




6  SIUSLAW NEWS . WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2026

BonD

From Page A1

Advisory Committee,
which researched and pro-
posed the bond measure
to replace the high school
and repair the middle
school) I still wanted to
hear her point of view.
Nyx said she has been
involved in the bond pro-
cess since the beginning

of her senior year, and
when it was first intro-
duced, she felt the bond
proposal was a great idea.

Will said his parents are
the chairs of the Political
Action Committee, and
that his family feels the
bond to build a new
school would benefit the
entire community.

Will said he and other
students had taken tour
videos of the school and
had attended Political

Action Committee
meetings.

“It’s mostly just trying
to get people who are 18
in the school to vote and
show support where they
can,” he said. And to talk
to those who may not
necessarily be on your
side and talk to them as
a friend, not as a person
trying to convince them.”

Afton had no such fam-
ily affiliations.

“I haven’t really talked

to my dad about it, but
my mom definitely thinks
we need a new school,”
Afton said. “The price

is a little high, but that’s
what happens. We need

a new school, and it will
help our community.”

SUPPORT
WITHOUT USE

Since current fresh-
men graduate in 2029,
no currently enrolled
high school students will

actually be able to attend
classes inside a new high
school, if completed by
2030 as expected.

I asked them why they
support the construction
of a new school even
though they would never
set foot in it as students.

“I think it’s important
for people to know that
the students are here and
have a voice in this, and
it’s important to us. Even
though, as a senior, I'm

not going to be involved
with it, I just know that
for the generations com-
ing after me, it’s going to
be good for them, because
every school on the street
has had problems,” Nyx
said. “It’s almost become
a custom, like ‘Meh, our
schools kinda suck,” but I
think it would be great if
we could change that.”
Afton said she would

See BOND, Page A7

VETS

From Page A2

the 1918 armistice that
ended World War I, then
Congress formally recog-
nized Armistice Day in

a concurrent resolution
passed in 1926, urging
Americans to observe
the date annually “with
appropriate ceremonies of
friendly relations with all
other peoples.”

Following World War
II and the Korean War,
veterans’ groups began
urging Congress to expand
Armistice Day to honor
all those who had served
in the U.S. armed forces

Not all

WEAR™

Some have

PAWS!

Join us

on our
lifesaving
adventure!

Be a hero
for animals
in need.

HEROES
CAPES'

FOSTER!
ADOPT!
DONATE!
VOLUNTEER!

and the movement gained
traction thanks in part

to a campaign known

as National Veterans

Day in 1947 to recognize
service members of all
wars. In 1954, Congress
amended the prior leg-
islation, replacing the
word “Armistice” with
“Veterans,” and President
Dwight D. Eisenhower
signed the change into
law.

Locally, we have cel-
ebrated Veterans Day
each year with a parade
which started in 2006. A
local group formed from
community members
who owned vintage mil-
itary vehicles wishing to
have a parade to allow

\
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OCHS Veterinary Clinic
1739 22nd Street, Florence
(541) 590-3333

Call for an appointment!

Oregon Coast

Oregon Coast

Humane Society | Humane Society

2840 Rhododendron Drive,
Florence

(541) 997-4277

Thrift Store

1193 Bay Street, Florence
(541) 997-5705

Open everyday from 10am until 5pm

Changing the world four
paws at a time!

them to honor Veterans.
It was originally held on
the Saturday closest to
Veterans Day, rather than
the designated 11th day
of November, to allow
many community mem-
bers who worked during
the week, to participate
on the weekend. Several
years ago, the formal
group, Florence Veterans
Parade Inc, adopted a
policy to always hold the
parade on the designated
day of the 11th, regard-
less of which weekday it
landed upon. Elks Lodge
1858 always conducts a
ceremony at the desig-
nated hour of 11:00 a.m.,
then the parade launches
down through Old Town
Florence at 1:00 p.m.,
with participants from all

| veteran service organiza-

tions plus other organi-
zations, businesses and
individuals from within
the community.

FLAG DAY

While not a holiday
originated to honor our
service members, it is
an important holiday to
honor our nation’s flag.
Although the adoption
of the US Flag took
place by a resolution of
the Second Continental
Congress back in 1877,
it took several years, as
well as celebrations of
various types in numer-

ous colonial communities,

before Flag Day was
established, recognized
and observed nationally.
After three decades of
state and local celebra-
tions, Flag Day was
officially established by
proclamation of President

Woodrow Wilson in 1916.

Even then, Flag Day was
celebrated in various
ways and in different
communities for years
before President Harry
S. Truman signed an act
of Congress in 1949 to
establish June 14th of
each year as National
Flag Day.

Locally, we enjoy
the Florence Kiwanis
Foundation’s Flag pro-
gram on National Flag
Day as well as other
major days of celebra-
tion. Another local tra-
dition is the annual Flag

Us Too Florence

'll

understands!

Giving Back.

Do you part and volunteer today to help
support these organizations in our community.

To include your
organization in
this directory
please call us
@ 541-997-3441

Peace Harbor Volunteers

DOING GOOD . GIVING BACK
VOLUNTEER AT PEACEHEALTH PEACE HARBOR MEDICAL CENTER
Do you have a desire to serve your community? Peace Harbor
Medical Center may be the place for you. At Peace Harbor, we strive
to provide compassionate, high quality, accessible health care and
to promote a healthy community. We value having community
volunteers in various aspects throughout the healthcare system.
For more information and to obtain an application
visit the Gift Shop or Front Lobby Desk at
Peace Harbor Medical Center at 400 9th Street, Florence, Oregon.

Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who

541-997-6626 - maribob@oregonfast.net
www.ustooflorence.org

Retirement Ceremony
conducted each year by
American Legion Post
#59. This takes place on
Flag Day and is intended
for retirement of any

US flag that has proudly
shown their usage. This
year’s ceremony begins
at 4:00 p.m. at the cor-
ner of 26th Street and
Hwy 101, across from
the Western Lane Fire &
EMS Authority station.
Post Commander Mike
Nielsen conducts the cer-
emony which includes the
tradition of retiring torn,
tattered, faded American
flags by burning them,
which is directed by The
United States Flag Code,
Title 4, Section 8k as the
preferred way to retire
them with dignity.

If you have American
flags in your possession
or care that need to be
retired, you can turn them
in to the fire station on
26th and Hwy 101 prior to
the ceremony on the 14th.

While refreshing my
own knowledge on the
various holidays, I came
across one particular
comment that I found
most helpful. “The short
version: Armed Forces
Day is for the ones still
in. Memorial Day is for
the ones who gave every-
thing. Veterans Day is for
every American who ever
raised their right hand
and took the oath.”

VETERAN PROFILE:
TOM BENEDICT
Many of the Veterans
in our community whom
I have met over the years

are Veterans of not just
one branch or conflict
era, but two, sometimes
three different military
branches, and often mul-
tiple periods of conflict
service. Tom Benedict is
one of those as he is has
served our nation in both
the United States Navy as
well as the United States
Air Force for a combined
total of 28 years. While
some old sailors talk
about joining the Navy so
they can see the world,
Tom did just that, but

it took a stint in the Air
Force for him to fly over
5,000 hours on missions
to over 40 countries

around the world includ-
ing “Down-Under”.

Also like many of the
Veterans whom I have
met and interviewed over
the years, Tom’s family
has a rich military her-
itage, including Uncles
John & Steve who were
“Doughboys” in WWI,
Uncle Bud who was in
the Tank Corp in Europe
during WW 11, his
Brother Daryl who served
in the Navy in Korea,
cousin Sonny who was
82nd Airborne in Korea
and his younger Brother
Bill who was Army in
Viet Nam. In more
recent times, nephews
Brandon & Andy were in
the Persian Gulf W and
Afghanistan respectively.

Tom’s time in the
service started with
enlisting in the Navy
in November of 1964
from Des Moines, Iowa.
And like other Veterans
of the time, he enlisted
voluntarily into the Navy
because he knew he
would be drafted sooner
or later. He served in the
US Navy until February
1975 when he enlisted
in the US Air Force.
Serving three Navy tours
on the USS Kitty Hawk
during the Vietnam war,
he found that flying on
and off ships “had gotten
strenuous, I wanted to
travel the world and the
Air Force made me a bet-
ter deal”.

He was injured on his
third tour aboard the USS
Kitty Hawk when he
became entangled in an
arrest cable and tossed
thirty feet in the air,
breaking his right foot
and severely damaging
his elbows, taking several
years to fully recover
once out of sick bay. That

probably figured into the
switch to the Air Force
as well! During his time
in the two services, Tom
flew on multiple aircraft,
including the Navy’s
KA-3B in-flight refueling
aircraft, and as an Air
Force Flight Engineer on
C-141A cargo aircraft.

Upon retiring from
the Air Force follow-
ing the Persian Gulf
War in 1991, he settled
in Albuquerque, New
Mexico and started a
career in teaching in both
New Mexico as well
as Las Vegas Nevada.
Following his retire-
ment from that career
in 2010, he discovered
Oregon, settling first in
La Pine, then Bandon.
But he discovered
Florence when he began
volunteering during
the construction of the
Oregon Coast Military
Heritage Museum, and
eventually settled here,
joining the local Band of
Brothers. He served on
the Museum’s Board for
several years in addition
to being an active mem-
ber of American Legion,
DAV, VEW as well as
Band of Brothers. He
remains in touch with
his former colleagues
by belonging to the
“Over Twenty Club”
from McChord AFB
and attending annual
dinners and picnics plus
Facebook visits.

Tom is a great guy
as demonstrated by his
support and participa-
tion within the Veteran
community still today.
He’s also fun and witty
to be around — just ask
him sometime about the
‘golden ribbon’ tradition.

Thanks for your service
Tom!

Florence Area Veteran Service Organizations:
American Legion Post 59
https://americanlegionpost59.com/

PH# 541-991-3240

Disabled American Veterans Chapter 23
https://davwebsites.dav.org/or/23/SystemPages/
Home.aspx
PH# 541-604-5919

Veterans of Foreign Wars post 3232
https://vfw3232.org/
PH# 530-872-0771

CRASH

From Page A1

to render aid to the two
down riders.

The operator of the
green Harley Davidson
(Oetken) was pronounced
deceased at the scene.

The operator of the

541 999 2671

white Harley Davidson
(Moreno) was transported
to an area hospital with
serious injuries.

The operator of the
Volvo (Trujillo) was
transported to an area
hospital as a precaution
with reported complaints
of pain.

The highway
was impacted for

approximately one hour
during the on-scene
investigation.

OSP was assisted by
Western Lane Fire and
Rescue, the Lane County
Sheriff’s Office, Florence
Police Department, the
Lane County Medical
Examiner’s Office, and
the Oregon Department of
Transportation.

| TEACHERS

From Page A1

over 30 years in Oregon,
California, Alaska and
China. She also has been
a librarian and has a deep
love of books. She enjoys
reading, gardening and
nature walks.

For more information
about the teaching staff
and about Whitmore
Classical Academy, go to
www.whitmoreacademy.
com
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From Page A6

graduate in 2029 and
would not be able to use
the school if built.

“But my little brother
would,” she added, noting
he’s in 7th grade.

Asked if she will stay
in Florence after gradua-
tion, Afton said she was
unsure, because she cur-
rently would not want her
kids to go to school here.
Asked if her chances of
staying would improve if
a new school were built,
she said it’s possible.

“It really depends on a
lot of things,” she said.
“If the school gets better
and my kids have a better
place, then maybe, but |
don’t know.”

Will said he plans
to attend Willamette
University before coming
back to Florence to be a
land surveyor.

MAIJOR ISSUES

I asked the students to
name what they felt was
the biggest impediment
to learning related to the
current facility.

“The whole school,
“Afton laughed. “Our
bathrooms are really,
really bad. They’re leak-
ing, and the stalls don’t
work, and it’s just not
great back there. Our
locker room, the girls’
is much smaller than
the boys’, which kind of
sucks.”

When I asked her to
elaborate on “leaking”
and the number of leaky
stalls, she cringed a bit.

“If you flush it, it will
run across the floor- it’s
super bad,” she said. “I
think like two or three in
one bathroom, one or two
in another bathroom, and
I don’t go into the other
bathroom. It’s too scary.”

Will also mentioned
leaks in the boy’s locker
room, saying the floor
floods during almost
every use.

“The shower has two
entrances, and on one
side there was something
stopping the water from
going out, but now that’s
gone. Now it just runs out
of the locker room, and
everything gets wet, so
you have to keep every-
thing up on the benches
and then there’s nowhere
to sit and then there’s
nowhere to change and
it’s a hassle.

Nyx said one of the
chief issues with the
school is its public
address system.

“It’s terrible,” she said.
“It’s been upgraded here
and there over the years,
and it’s changed notta-
It’s it’s really hard to hear
whatever anyone is trying
to say, and sometimes
these important announce-
ments are really important

and you just cannot hear
it.”

Afton seconded the
complaint, saying that
during school assem-
blies, speakers cannot be
understood.

Heating was another
common issue.

“It’s always the most
terrible problem that we
have days out of the year
where it’s way too cold
or way too hot,” Nyx
said. “We lost our boiler
for a couple of days,
and we couldn’t even be
in the school because it
was absolutely no heat.
Unfortunately, problems
with the heating are pretty
regular.”

Afton agreed, saying
some rooms are nearly
impossible to work in
because it’s “so stuffy and
gross.”

“The health room is
right above the auto
shop, and the chemicals
just waft in,” she said.
“There’s no fresh air in
the health room- there
are no windows, so that’s
not very safe.” She said
the art room is always
cold and the language
arts room is always hot,
meaning she needs a coat
for one classroom and has
to ditch it for the next.

Will also mentioned
the classrooms above the
auto shop, saying students
can smell the exhaust
and chemicals being used
below.

“Not only is that not
helpful to being able
to learn, but it’s also
unsafe,” he said. “On a
hot day or a cold day,
whatever it is outside or
in the building, it’s about
10 to 15° more extreme
up there.”

He said the classroom
temperatures are prohibi-
tive to learning.

“The art room in the
mornings is so cold, and
it tends to stay that way
up until you leave at the
end of the day, and then
it starts to warm up. It’s
very hard to focus when
you’re constantly either
freezing or too hot or
anything like that and
going from classrooms
that are heated to class-
rooms that are cold to
classrooms that are heated
and then into classrooms
where you’re smelling car
fumes. It’s just not condu-
cive to learning.”

Will said another prob-
lem exists, which I had
not heard before speaking
to him.

“The CTE hall, in gen-
eral, is falling apart, and
the upstairs classroom has
rats that are constantly all
about the classroom,” he
said.

Nyx said the school
also has technological
limitations because of
how and when it was
built.

“In some of these
back rooms over here,

there are some really
terrible carpeting situa-
tions because they had

to rewire electrical sys-
tems through the ground
because we tried to put
up a podcast room,” Nyx
said. “There’s a whole
section over there that is
completely messy. It’s not
the biggest deal, but they
had to repaint everything
because they had to rip
the entire wall apart to
get through. It would be
wonderful to have much
better electronics, and that
requires having a much
better electrical system,
because we have decent
equipment here. In the
computer lab, they have
decent equipment, but it’s
definitely not ideal for
what the computer lab
gets up to, because they
get up to a lot of high-
tech stuff. They are really
limited by space.”

I was unable to finish
my question about prob-
lem areas for student
athletes when Will inter-
jected, “Men’s lockers.”

“They are tragic. They
are hard to do anything
in. There were about 40
guys on the football team
last year, and that’s kind
of the average,” he said.
“There’s never enough
bench space, and there’s
always kids sitting on the
ground before practices
and games or anything
like that.” He since he
said that since the floor
regularly floods, no one
can sit on it, and every-
one has to stand. since
they’re placing clothing
on the bench to keep it
off the wet floor.

“The door to the locker
room itself doesn’t lock,
S0 you can go in and go
out as you please. The
lockers don’t open; they
are broken and old,” he
said. “We were lucky just
to get a couple of them
replaced recently.”

He said less than half
of the sink faucets work,
and those that do just
dribble water.

“We have no doors on
the stalls,” he said. “It’s
just a very frustrating
thing to work with.”

“Other things are the
way it’s falling apart, and
there have been multiple
videos of water coming
down through the roof,”
Nyx said. “During rainy
days, I’ve been upstairs
where you can see over
the sides of the roof,
and it’s bobbing up and
down, the roof is ebbing
and flowing, it’s just not
right.”

She said it’s been a
while since buckets have
been used to catch drips
inside the school.

“It’s been a problem

here for a long time,” she
said.

Afton brought up
security issues about the
school, repeating previ-
ously-stated concerns that
it has 17 entry/exit points,
making it hard to secure.

Nyx said the building
needed to be replaced,
simply for the physical
and mental well-being of
students.

”The building is ser-
viceable as a school, but
it’s not the most ideal,”
Nyx said. “It would be
far better if we had pretty
much anything else, any-
thing better. God forbid
an earthquake hits, which
is not unlikely, we’ve
been due for one a long
time. If that ever happens,
this building is going
down. With how it’s
built, if there are students
inside, it will be really
bad.”

STUDENT
PERSPECTIVES

Since I also wanted to
find students with oppos-
ing viewpoints, I asked
them if they knew of any
who were opposed to the
idea. The students I spoke
to said everyone they
knew supported it.

“From what I’ve talked
about with other people,

I don’t think there’s been
a single student I know
who would not prefer

a better building,” Nyx
said. “All I"ve seen has
been support, because
these kids experience it
for themselves, and they
really understand.”

“Well, everyone real-
izes that we need a new
school because this one is
kind of crappy, and it will
be better with the new
school. It won’t impact
us in my grade, because
we won’t have a new
school. If it goes, it might
impact our siblings, and
that’s pretty cool that they
might have a better learn-
ing environment.”

Will said everyone in
his social circles agrees.

“They think it would be
beneficial and is needed
and has not been done,
and now, it is a desperate
need,” he said.

Asked if he knew of
anyone opposing the
measure, Will said he had
been hearing paid adver-
tising on local radio that
attempted to compare a
Eugene school’s renova-
tion with Siuslaw High
School.

“It’s hard to combat
because it’s just wrong,”
Will said. “He’s saying
they did it for this amount
of money, but their school
was built a different way
than our school was built.
It was built later, as well

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

H Free Pickup & Towing.

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Sy
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as that it was built with

a wood frame, which ...
you can retrofit it, you
can do lots of things. This
was built with a concrete
frame, unreinforced con-
crete that you can’t just
dock into that, that the
whole thing comes down.
They don’t have the same
seismic codes that we
have here on the coast.”

Will said the ads con-
tend that the school could
be renovated for $80 mil-
lion, rather than the $139
million rebuild cost.

“We know, first hand,
we just renovated our
house, that things dou-
ble once you get into
old buildings,” he said.
“Things happen that
you’re not expecting, and
things end up being a lot
more than you thought.”

Will said that during
renovation, the School
District would have to
rent portable classrooms
and put students through
years of instruction in
them.

“Nobody wants to do
that,” he said. “It’s not
beneficial to learning.”

THE COST

On the issue of paying
for the new school with
a 30-year bond that will
affect both new and long-
time property owners,
students saw an overall
community benefit.

“I think there’s been a
lot of evidence that, over-
all... in every school dis-
trict that has had a newer
school built, property
values have risen,” Nyx
said. “Because of how the
bond is set, we’re going
to pass a specific amount,
but everybody benefits
from property prices ris-
ing. It is absolutely valid
that some people are not
going to benefit as much
as students. I’'m going to
be out of this town, but
overall, for the city of
Florence, a community
that is very not student
or child focused, doing a
project for these kids...
is really going to be
helpful.”

“Also, we’re losing
doctors every day,” she
added. “We’re losing a lot
of very important staff,

I think in general, just
having a more welcoming
environment for families
would really help.”

Asked about the $139
million price tag for
property owners, Afton
said, “Yeah, it’s not great,
but if you’re living in

GENERAC

#1 standby
generator
worldwide.

Get whole-home

Florence, you kinda have
to participate in Florence
activities. Part of that is
the school. If you want
it, where else are you
going to get money for

a school?... The cost
isn’t that bad when it’s
spread out- when more
people are involved, the
less the cost. Really, you
get a better community.
A new school will get
more people to move in,
which will even out the
cost more eventually,
hopefully.”

FINAL THOUGHTS

Asked for any
impromptu statements
they’d like to offer the
community, Nyx and Will
shared the following.

“It’s important to know
the students’ point of
view, I think almost every
student is welcome and
open to this idea because
we can all recognize
that our school is not the
most well-built and can
use a lot of work,” Nyx
said. “That ‘lot of work’
is to make a new one,
because a lot of work has
been put into the school,
and despite all of that
work, it hasn’t seen much
improvement- [They’re]
just trying to keep it from
falling apart. It’s not a
fix, it’s a temporary mea-
sure to keep it alive, and
at a certain point, you
have to let it go.”

Will said he hopes it
passes and believes a
new school would be
entirely beneficial to the
community.

“I’ve heard from doc-
tors that live here, and it’s
hard to retain new staff at
the hospital because lots
of younger doctors com-
ing in, and who would
be here for a long time,
don’t want to send their
kids through the school
system because it’s so old
and haggard and doesn’t
look the part,” Will said.
“That can be a big factor
for our elderly commu-
nity. Over a good 50% of
our population is elderly,
and they are going to
vote no on this because
they don’t want to raise
taxes, but in turn, they are
denying themselves new
and more access to doc-
tors, and that’s what they
need.”

It should be noted that
effort was made to find
students who were neutral
or opposed to the bond,
but as of press time, none
could be located.
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power, automatically. " ‘

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule

your free quote today!

WEST-COAST

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible £ e
and the proceeds help provide services to .
help the blind and visually impaired.

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

u Top Tax Deduction.

REAL ESTATE
SERVICES, INC.
541-997-SOLD (7653)

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265 x

i www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
L While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
b . R recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

Come takealook s l
DU evercnanding .'

II\"‘_Illl.] Yy

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

+ a $200 restaurant
voucher

Call 1-844-533-9173

Herltage
for the Blind

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Prices starting $429,000

25 Attached Single-Unit
Dwellings For Sale Now!
Paved driveways &
sidewalks, overflow
parking, common space
and resident use gazebo.
First phase of homes
nearing completion
February 2025.

MLS Listings: 24230994, 24400021, 24318214,
24290679, 24686796, 24024694, 24417443

=
25

-
a 1-Car

“@*‘ 1350

We invite you to
join us.

CROSS ROAD

Sunday 9:00
1st Service in person

Sean Hummel, Sales & Finance
Inhmtnn Motor Company

Sunday 11:00
2nd Service in person & Online
Children’s Church (Oyrs-12yrs)
in person & Online

Corner of 10th & Maple St. ® 541-997-3533
www.florencecrossroadag.org
email: office@florencecrossroadag.org

Since 1939
2150 Hwy. 101 « Florence
(541) 997-3475
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COLDWELL
BANKER

COAST REAL ESTATE

941-997-1T77

Servicing Florence Since 1956

10273 SWEET CREEK RD.
MAPI:ETON _

A must-see in person. Private yet close

Riverfront home complete with dock. Well-maintained townhome in Oyster

Enclosed sun porch. Separate detached to beaches and Old Town. Plenty of flat Cove. Large west facing windows for lots | | Wooded & private Heceta South home w/
guest quarters. 2 Bed/2 Bath, 1296 SF. space for parking. 2 Bed/2 Bath, 1440 SF.| | of afternoon light. 2 Bed/1.5 Bath, 1401SF.| |add’l lot available. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1822 SF.
$489,000 $425,000 $425,000 $630,000

65 DA RD 5360 BUCKSKIN BOB 1960 40TH ST 91 PLETON RD

.5
Ly
'\\\ it : ; 3 -
— . Charming lakefront cabin on .56 acre Charming home on .22 acre corner | | Unobstructed Siuslaw river views from your 2+ Bed/2 Bath log home.
One of a kind Mercer lakefront w/dock | | with boat dock! All new fixtures, flooring | |lot. Newer woodstove and new roof in| | balcony and backyard. View is worth the short 2700 SF. One-of-a-kind Little
on 1.6 ac. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 2236 SF. & paint. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1560 SF. 2023. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1541 SF commute to Florence! 2 Bed/1 Bath, 1296 SF. Woahink Lakefront home.
$1,250,000 $699,000 $429,999 $375,000 $1,195,000

4837 SEAPINE DR 34 BONNETT WAY

88830 SHORELINE DR.

83391SOUTH COVE DR. 427 DATE ST. DRAIN

Immaculate 1802 SF home. Remodeled| | Better than new Fawn Ridge West Oceanfront fixer w/beach views Spacious Pacific NW contemporary | | Fully restored historic home in the heart
kitchen. Extra lot w/garage/shop. home. 2302 SF of luxury throughout. and miles of sandy beach. style. Amazing center atrium. 1level of Drain. Modern updates. Extra deep
.67 acres total. 3 Bed/2 Bath. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 3335 SF. home. 4 Bed/3.5 Bath, 4224 SF. garage. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1416 SF.
$499,000 $1,025,000 $799,000 $1,220,000 $385,900

21 TWIN TREE CT. 18 MARINERS LANE 49 EA ' 1080 BAY ST. #19 1600 RHODODENDRON DR.

2 story luxury home w/ incredible views Immaculate 3 Bed/2.5 Bath, Beautifully maintained 4-slide 5th wheel Bay Bridge Condo with River views. Well kept home with lots of natural light.
of the ocean. Tongue and groove vaulted 1496 SF Mariners Village with extensive upgrades. Storage shed | | Covered porch. Dedicated parking space Newer extra deep garage provides
ceilings. 5 Bed/2.5 Bath, 3378 SF home. RV parking. w/power. Coast Village amenities. and storage unit. 2 Bed/2 Bath. 1048 SF || plenty of storage. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 960 SF.
$1,299,999 $498,000 $185,000 $439,000 $225,000

501 RHODODENDRON DR 1601 RHODODENDRON DR. § 8429 DUNCAN ISLAND RD. 514 LEMWICK LANE
#518 #654 MAPI.ETON YACHATS
8
- T =
| |
Coastal ranch on 22 creekfront acres. West side Greentrees 55+ older | | 1993 Golden West double-wide. New = 3 story home w/ magnificent blue water
NW designed custom home. Shop w/ full | | gated community. Double garage. | | roof in 2024. All appliances included. | [ Siuslaw Riverfront w/dock. Country views. Expansive living area. Close to the
bath. 2 + Bed/3 Bath, 2952 SF 2 Bed/2 Bath, 1248 SF. 2 Bed/2 Bath, 1080 SF setting. 3 Bed/1 Bath. 1177 SF. 804 walking trail. 2 Bed/3.5 Bath. 3152 SF
$879,000 $228,750 $310,000 $565,000 $995,000
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ANDY JOHNSON ALVA BRACEY ARIC SNEDDON DANI FLESCHER JACK JOHNSON JOHN BARNETT JUSTIN YOUNG
Principal Broker/Owner Broker Broker Broker Broker Broker Broker

LYNNETTE WIKSTROM MiSSY JOHNSON RANDY PAREDES SADIE CLARK SAM JOHNSON SHIRLEY HUNT WANDA JOHNSON
Broker Broker Broker Broker Broker Principal Broker Broker

Check out our Website @ CDC0SE.COM New Search Features, Videos and More. See ALL of Florence’s Listings.




SPORTS & LIFESTYLE

www.thesiuslawnews.com

M JIM HOBERG,
| ABR,ABRM,CRS,

GRI, SRES, GREEN
Broker/Owner

1870 Highway 126,
eeeeeee OR 97439

sales@wcresi.com
rentals@wcresi.com

541.997.7653
ToLL FREE 1-866-967-7653
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.JIMHOBERG.COM OR WWW.WCRESI.COM

+ RESIDENTIAL - LAND - COMMERGIAL - PROPERTY MANAGEMENT -

WEST:COAST

REAL ESTATE
SERVICES, INC.

Tide Table

Siuslaw River Entrance saltwatertides.com

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
Low.......... 4:12am... 0.9
High.......10:22 am........5.6
Low.......... 3:57 p.m......... 1.5
High...... 10:22 p.m.........7.4

THURSDAY, MAY 14
Low ......... 5:0Tam... 0.2
High......11:22 am........5.9
Low ......... 444 pm...... 1.8
High...... 11:00 p.m.........7.9

FRIDAY, MAY 15
Low........... 547 am...... -1
High......12:19 p.m.........6.0
Low.......... 5:30 p.m.......... 2.1
High...... 11:40 p.m.........8.3

SATURDAY, MAY 16
Low ... 6:34am....-1.8
High....... 13 p.m......... 6.1
Low........ 6:17 p.m.......... 2.3

SUNDAY, MAY 17
High......12:22 am.......8.4
T[T~ 7:217am.......-2.2
High....... 2:07 p.m......... 6.2
Low ........ 7:05 p.m.......... 2.5

MONDAY, MAY 18
High.......1:.07 a.m......... 8.5
Low .......... 8:09a.m.... 2.4
High........ 3:01 p.m.......... 6.2
Low.......... 7:54 p.m...... 2.7

TUESDAY, MAY 19
High.......1:56 a.m.......... 8.4
Low ......... 8:59am... 2.2
High........ 3:54 p.m.......... 6.1
Low ......... 8:48 p.m.......... 2.9

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
High........2:49 am.......... 8.0
Low........... 9:51a.m....... 1.7
High....... 4:49 p.m.......... 6.0
Low ......... 9:48 p.m......... 3.0

THURSDAY, MAY 21
High.......3:46 am.......... 7.4
Low ......... 10:46 a.m.......-1.2
High....... 5:46 p.m......... 6.0
Low ........ 10:59 p.m......... 3.0

FRIDAY, MAY 22
High.......4:49 am......... 6.6
Low........ 1M:43am....-0.5
High........ 6:43 p.m.......... 6.1

SATURDAY, MAY 23
TolTT— 12:19 a.m........ 2.8
High........6:00 a.m.......... 6.0
Low ........ 12:41 p.m......... 0.2
High....... 7:39 p.m.......... 6.3

SUNDAY, MAY 24
Low ......... 1:38a.m....... 2.3
High.......7:2Tam.......... 54
Low ......... 1:38 p.m......... 0.8
High....... 8:29 p.m......... 6.6

MONDAY, MAY 25
Low .......... 2:49 am..... 1.6
High.......8:43am.......... 5.2
Low ......... 2:31 .M. 1.3
High....... 9:14 p.m......... 6.9

TUESDAY, MAY 26
Low ... J:48am...... 1.0
High.......9:57 am........ 5.1
Low ......... 3:22 p.m.......... 1.8
High........ 9:53 p.m.......... 7.1

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27
Low ... 4:37 am......... 0.3
High.......11:00 am........5.2
Low ........ 4:09 p.m.......... 2.2
High...... 10:29 p.m........7.2

THURSDAY, MAY 28
T~ 5:27am...... 0.3
High......11:53 am......... 5.3
Low ......... 4:53 p.m.......... 2.6
High...... 11:02 p.m........7.3

FRIDAY, MAY 29
Low ... 6:00 a.m........-0.7
High...... 12:41 p.m......5.5
Low........ 5:35 p.m.......... 2.9
High...... 11:35 p.m........7.3
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Siuslaw stepping up on the track and in the field

Siuslaw’s girls took the team title at the Central Coast Invitational, beating
out 11 other teams. Courtesy photos from Becky Holbrook

Will LOHRE
Siuslaw News

The Vikings’ track and
field programs have been
giving it all they’ve got,
and the results in recent
meets have showcased
the ability of both the
boys’ and girls’ programs
as they prepare for the
homestretch in the com-
ing weeks.

At the Central Coast
Invitational on Apr. 24,
Siuslaw was completely
dominant. Both the boys
and girls teams ran away
with the top team scores,
placing first among the
12 other schools.

Top five team scores
from the meet were:

BOYS

1. Siuslaw - 186
2. Sutherlin - 72

3. Triangle Lake - 64
4. Newport - 55
5. Reedsport - 54

GIRLS

. Siuslaw - 175
. Oakland - 81.5
. Coquille - 60
. Waldport - 57
. North Bend - 57
Siuslaw put on a
show on home turf,
winning eight of the
17 events in the mens
competition, as well as a
handful of podium place-
ments in other events.
On the womens side,
Aidell Cadet and Danin
Lacouture combined
for six event wins, and
several other athletes
tacked on top-three
performances.

The meet saw some
of Siuslaw’s top tal-
ents flourish, with

DA W~

Will Johnson, Thomas
Morgan, Henry Stone,
Caleb Gray, Cadet, and
Lacouture all topping the
podium in their events.
A couple of weeks later,
Siuslaw had a chance to
test itself against stiffer
competition at the Rose
City Championship on
May 2.

This time, Siuslaw
finished ninth on the
boys side and seventh
for the girls. The meet
was hosted at Lincoln
High School in Portland,
and Siuslaw Head Coach
Chris Johnson said the
level of competition
was well beyond that
of the Central Coast
Invitational.

“Track and field is so
interesting. The level
of competition, the dif-
ference between Rose

Will Johnson flying through the air at the Central
Coast Invitational.

City and Central Coast
is night and day. A com-
pletely different level of
competition,” Johnson
said. “We’re always
happy to win a meet,
and it’s fun to win at
home, but when we go to
Rose City, we were there
against 16 6A schools.”
Despite the leap
in competition level,
Siuslaw still held its
own, and the program’s
stars made their presence
felt. For the boys, Will
Johnson won the triple
jump and placed second
in the long jump. Henry

Stone took second in the
3000m with a personal
best time of 8:42.07, and
Thomas Morgan took
fourth in the 200m in a
field of 25. On the girls
side, Aidell Cadet took
second in the 100m hur-
dles with a new personal
record, second in the
high jump with another
PR, and second in the
triple jump. Lacouture
posted a season-best
throw in the shot put,
also grabbing silver.
While they didn’t all

See TRACK, Page B3

Siuslaw softball sieze first league win

Will LOHRE
Siuslaw News

The Vikings were vic-
torious for the first time
in the Far West League
this season, taking down
Coquille on May 5 with
a cathartic 10-0 win over
the Red Devils.

It was one of Siuslaw’s
best performances of the
season on defense and
offense, as they got their
first shut out of the sea-
son, and totaled 10 hits in

the game. Not only was
it the first shutout of the
year for the Vikings, but
it was also the first shut-
out win for the program
since March of 2017,
according to OSAA.
Offensively, it was a
balanced effort, as eight
of the nine batters for
Siuslaw registered hits.
Chloe Clark and Avey
Hulet led the team in
that department, with
two hits apiece, includ-
ing a double for Clark.

Charley Johnson batted
in the most runs for the
Vikings, with three RBIs
in the game, followed
by two RBI games from
Hulet and Che Bruce.
The game truly went
in Siuslaw’s favor in the
second inning, when sin-
gles from Clark, Hulet,
and Johnson scored five
runs for the Vikings. The
offensive explosion gave
Siuslaw a 6-0 advantage,
and from there they
padded the lead until the

game ended in the fifth
inning.

Not only was Clark
one of Siuslaw’s most
effective players at the
plate, but she also was
a rock on the mound,
pitching all five innings
to keep Coquille score-
less. She struck out 10 of
the 26 batters she faced,
and 60 of her 116 pitches
were strikes. In addition
to securing Siuslaw’s first
shutout in eight years,
she also gave up just

three hits, keeping the
Red Devils guessing all
night long.

Siuslaw faced off with
Coquille in a double-
header on May 8, but the
results are unavailable
at the time of press.
Siuslaw also played at
Glide on May 5, but the
score is also unknown at
the time of press. They
will next be in action
on May 15 in a double-
header against Glide on
home turf.

Siuslaw rebounds with big win vs Coquille

Will LOHRE
Siuslaw News

The Vikings are
scrapping for a playoff
spot this season, and
after a 16-1 win against
Coquille on May 5,
Siuslaw’s record was
largely balanced, stand-
ing at 10-10 overall
and 4-6 in the Far West
League.

The win against the
Red Devils was much
needed, as the preceding
games against Sutherlin
on May 1 both ended
in defeat, putting the
Vikings’ playoff hopes
in jeopardy. Only the
top two teams in the Far
West are guaranteed a
spot in the state bracket,

and as of May 7, Siuslaw
sits third. The results

of their doubleheader
against Coquille on May
8 are unknown at the
time of press.

Something that may
help Siuslaw’s playoff
quest is that their final
league games are against
the two bottom teams in
the Far West: Coquille
and Glide. If the Vikings
won against Coquille on
May 8, they will still be
firmly in the mix.

In the first contest of
their three-game series
against the Red Devils,
Siuslaw put on an offen-
sive show. The Vikings
matched their highest
scoring total of the
season, with 16 runs to

Coquille’s 1.

Siuslaw was making
music with the bats,
amassing 12 hits, includ-
ing three two-baggers.
Michael Fitzsimmons
was on point at the
plate, with three hits in
three at-bats, including
a double, and two RBIs.
Coleman Weidman and
Jacob Mann also notched
multi-hit days for the
Vikings. Weidman had a
single and a double and
had a team-high three
RBIs. Mann had two sin-
gles and tacked on two
RBIs for Siuslaw.

While those three play-
ers accounted for seven
of Siuslaw’s 12 hits,
it was a well-rounded
effort up and down the

lineup, with five different
hitters accounting for the
remaining five hits. Not
only were the Vikings
lethal in the batter’s box,
but they also proved
pesky on the basepaths.
Siuslaw finished the
game with 12 steals,

and Mann, Leighton
Wieboldt, and Micah
Blankenship each had
two. Despite the game
lasting just five innings,
the Vikings made the
most of each opportunity
to push the pace and add
to the scoreline.

On the hill, the Vikings
rotated three pitchers
across the five innings.
Micah Blankenship got
the start, striking out five
batters and allowing just

one hit. Weidman pitched
the fourth inning, strik-
ing out two of the four
batters he faced. Lucca
Flosi closed out the
game in the fifth inning,
also ringing up two
strikeouts. All told, the
Vikings allowed just two
hits compared to nine
strikeouts, and the game
marked the fourth time
this season they have
held opponents to one
run or fewer. The 15-run
scoring margin was also
the widest gap for the
Vikings since the spring
of 2024.

At this point, the
Vikings need to finish
the strong if they want to
return to the playoffs for
the first time since 2024.

Discover Your
Current Value

LISTED TO SOLD

Professional Photography
360°Virtual Tour
Custom Floor Plan

Lane County Top Producer - Residential Listing Specialist

80% of Buyer’s for Florence Come From Out of Area - Your Property Needs a Strong Online Presence

Property Individual Website
Abundant Online Advertising
Seller’s Home Warranty

LauraWilson@Windermere.com www.Florence ORBroker.com

Laura Wilson

541-999-9688
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Shoppe
LOCAL

#MyFlorence
Shop. Eat. Support.

_Alva Bracey

Broker
Your goals are my
: top pricrity,
B Lets get together!

(Call, Text or Email
Cell: 541-505-1180
Alva@(BCoast.com

199717
100 Hwy. 101,

Flarence, 0R COLOWELL

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTERS
Tires « Brakes « Shocks
Alignments

4325 Highway 101
Florence, OR 97439

541-997-7178

STREETS

Insurance

Ama, Howe, Life, Business
Flwod, Antigne Aute, RV s
Medicare Advamage Plans
Meiffeare Supplenenty
Health fusurance
Phone (541) 997-8574
12M Rhododendron Dr  Florence

SAVE. SHOP

. e ey . EEm

| WALLY'S

Septic Tank Pumping

$25.00 off Pumping or
$10.00 off a Service Call I
Call Today to Schedule an
appointment
Call 541-997-8885

Payment must be made at the time of
service to receive discount. l

Discount does not apply to credit card or
mailed payments.

Coupon expires - May 31, 2026

Materials on |
any new job
When you present this coupon.
expires May 31, 2026

541-997-4856

87637 Hwy. 101 N, Florence

OREGON COAST
HUMANE SOCIETY

The Thrift Shop
May, 2026

Pink Tags are
50% off!

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 10am - 5pm
Sun: 11am - 5pm

A
(541) 997-5705 @

1193 Bay St., Old Town Florence

SUPPORT

ZERO/USTOO Flore

Prostate Cancer Education
Support on the Oregon Coast

www.ustooflorence.org

I DOE

BOTH MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY ON HOLD.
WATCH STUSLAW NEWS FOR RESUMPTION
« Tuesday Evening Group (2nd Tuesday)
5-7 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese Restaurant
« Urologist Dr. Bryan Mehlhaff attends.
« Tuesday Lunch Group (3rd Tuesday)
12 noon - 1:00 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese
Restaurant
« Urologist Dr. Roger McKimmy attends.
Contact Bob for more information:
(H) 541-997-6626 « (C) 541-999-4239
47maribob38@gmail.com

Assemblwf God
Sunday 9:00
1st Service in person
Sunday 11:00
2nd Service in person & Online
Children’s Church
[Oyrs-12yrs)
in person & Online
Corner of 10th & Maple

541-997-3533

Florence Farmers Market Rings in the Season

The opening bell will ring on
May 19 at 3 p.m. to kick off the
9th season at Florence Farmers
Market. Hungry eaters on the
coast can browse the best of
the abundance grown and pro-
duced in the region at the Port
of Siuslaw Boardwalk every
Tuesday in old town Florence.

The boardwalk will transform
into a vibrant marketplace fea-
turing fresh produce, meat, eggs,
baked goods, plant starts and
much more - all grown or pro-
duced within 100 miles.

Florence Farmers Market is
seeing big growth this season,
and opening day will showcase

19 local vendors, including long
term favorites and new exciting
small food businesses. The full
vendor line up for each market
day is announced through the
market’s newsletter, facebook,
and instagram.

The kids program has expanded
for the 2026 season. Children
and youth up to age 16 can now
receive a $5 token at the info
booth to spend on fresh fruits
and vegetables. “This program
has been a hit with families in
previous years. It is just amazing
seeing kids excitedly pick out
something good to eat. We are
grateful for our partnership with

non-profit HUB541, which allows
us to expand from age 12 up to
age 16 this season” says Linea,
Market Director.

Market regulars may notice
a new face at the boardwalk
on opening day, as the market
welcomes new Market Manager
Will. In the music tent it will be
a recognizable face, as Sunny
Sundstrom returns to the market
to share his tunes and spread
smiles.

As always, the market will
match SNAP spent at the mar-
ket with up to $20 of Double of
Food Bucks which can be spent
on fresh produce at the market,

supplementing monthly food
budgets and increasing access to
fresh, local food.
Opening Day Details:

When: Tuesday, May 19th,
2026 from 3 to 6 p.m. at the Port
of Siuslaw Boardwalk, Old Town
Florence

Offerings: Fresh produce,
meats, eggs, jams, pickles, baked
goods, and more from over 19
regional vendors.

Volunteer:

Anyone interested in support-
ing the growth of the market
can email contact@florencefar-
mersmarket.org to learn about
opportunities.

Fees proposed

The Siuslaw National
Forest is proposing
changes to recreation
fees at various Forest
Service recreation sites in
Coos, Douglas, Lane, and
Tillamook counties.

“Recreation fees on
the Siuslaw National
Forest haven’t changed

in many years,” said
Forest Supervisor Becca
Brooke. “During that
time, our operating
costs have risen signifi-
cantly, and we’ve wel-
comed record numbers
of visitors. To continue
providing high-quality
services and a positive

Sprmg ~
Subscmptmn'Specml\

recreation experience,
these fee adjustments are
necessary.”

Not all recreation sites
on the Siuslaw National
Forest require a fee.
Including the sites in
this proposal, over 25%
of sites on the forest
would still not require a

4
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Friendship - Fellowship — Fun

FAITH DIREGTORY

To include your organization in this directory,
please call us @ 541-997-3441

BAHA'I FAITH OF FLORENCE
“What is Baha'i, and Why?” 2nd Monday 7:00 PM
Interfaith Devotions 4th Monday 7:00 PM
“Reflections on the Life of the Spirit” study group 21st & Spruce Streets—(541) 997-8113
Info and meeting location: 541-590-0779 Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m.
Zoom link on Facebook: Florence Baha'i Community Online services available on our FaceBook, YouTube,
and website: www.florencenewlifelutheran.org

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN E.L.C.A.
NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.CA.
“Serving Christ by serving others.”

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
4590 Hwy. 101 N, across from Fred Meyer-
541997-7418
SUNDAY SERVICES - Adult Bible Study
9:30 AM; Worship 10:45 AM;

High School Youth 7- 9 PM
MID-WEEK- Women'’s Bible Study-Tuesday
10:00-Noon and Thursday
7:00-8:00PM; Men'’s Bible Study Thursday
8:00-9:30 AM; Middle
School Youth Wed. 7-9 PM.
Sunday Worship streams live at Community Baptist
Church Facebook Page

PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
3996 N Hwy 101 541-997-7136
Internet and in person Sunday Services at 10:30am,
Adult Sunday School is at 9:30am.
Call the church for details.
All Welcome. Come as you are.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
(QUAKERS)

Quakers in Florence invite you to Worship
Sundays: 10:45 welcome; 11am Worship;
Noon light lunch
Suite 2285-J next to Beaux Arts in the
St. Vinnie's shopping center

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Corner of 10th & Maple- 541-997-3533

Sunday Services 9am RESUEIElEJICREII? ': I&”,I';ERAN
1st Service in person ) - p Rme el ee
Sunday Services 11am Worship Services 10 am - Bible Study 9:00 am
Pastor Steve Waterman

2nd Service in person & livestreamed
Wednesday kids/youth night is at 6:30
NOT livestreamed.
https://www.florencecrossroadag.org/church-online
Other platforms update after the service.
florencecrossroadag.org
office@florencecrossroadag.org

85294 Hwy. 101 S. — 997-8038
Facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchFlorence
www.puppro.wixite.com/ricflorence

ST.ANDREW'’S EPISCOPAL
Church Welcomes You
Worship Sun. 10am Wed 11am 2135 19th St.
541-997-6600 standrewssecretary19@gmail.com
Labyrinth & Garden daily 8am-5pm
“Be the change.”

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
FELLOWSHIP
87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road
RUAUU? Come explore the answer with us.
Sunday Worship Services ~ 10:00am
www florenceuuf.com

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2nd & Kingwood -« (541) 997-6025
Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School for adults is at Monday, 10:30 a.m.
Taizé Prayer Services - 2nd Sunday at 4 p.m.
Online services at
www.florenceoregonumc.org
or find us on Facebook.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH
1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) — 997-6337
Pastor George Pagel - Something for the entire family.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Wednesday Bible Study returns this Fall.
Website: florence4square.com

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES
CATHOLIC CHURCH
1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 - 997-2312
Mass Times: Daily: Tue, Wed, Fri 9:00 AM
Adoration & Confession Fri 9:30-10:30 AM
Saturday 5:30 PM and Sunday 11:00 AM
Fr. Amir Welcomes All to Attend

Al
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4lines, approx 15 words, $15 a week © 4 week Minimum
Deadline: Tuesday end of day one week prior

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

recreation fee. The Forest
will continue to honor all
nationally recognized fee-
free days.

The proposed fees
by site are listed on the
Siuslaw National Forest
website.

All campgrounds
and group camp-
grounds can be reserved
through www.recreation.
gov for an added $8 res-
ervation fee. All permits
can be reserved for an
added $2 reservation fee.

In 2004, Congress
passed the Federal Lands
Recreation Enhancement
Act (REA) which allows
the Forest Service to
retain at least 80% of the
money collected at rec-
reation sites to operate,
maintain, and improve
these locations. On the
Siuslaw National Forest,
recreation fees support
water system repairs,
building maintenance,
parking lot repaving,
hazard tree removal, and
additional staffing during
holiday weekends and
special events. Recreation
fees help provide quality
recreation opportunities
that meet the modern
expectations of visitors
while facilitating a more
financially sustainable

for Siuslaw Forest sites

recreation program for
future generations.

The public is invited
to comment on the pro-
posed recreation fee
changes. The comment
period is set to end by
close of business on
July 15, 2026. To ensure
that your comments
are considered, please
send your comments
no later than the above
date to Siuslaw National
Forest, Attention: Trevor
Robinson, 3200 SW
Jefferson Way, Corvallis,
OR, 97331 or by email
at SM.FS siuslaw_rec@
usda.gov. Comments can
also be provided online.

Once public involve-
ment is complete, these
recreation fee changes
will be reviewed by a cit-
izen’s advisory commit-
tee. Committee members
represent a broad array
of recreation interest
groups to help ensure
that the Forest Service
is proposing reasonable
and publicly acceptable
recreation fees. The
committee will submit
their recommendation
to the Regional Forester
for a final decision. For
more information, visit
the Siuslaw National
Forest’s website.
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Buying or
Selling?

1 can help.
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49 Highway 101
541-997-1200

541-999 8786 Bz |

Let your loved ones care
for you - and get paid!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

0000 SV FreedomCare

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Come take alook'at our ever
changing inventory!

J|m Daws Sales

Johnston Motor Cnmp any

Simce 1939

—_— ., .t

(Jord )

2150 Hwy. 101 + Florence
(541) 997-3475
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Siuslaw Middle School Archers Shine at Western Nationals!

Our Siuslaw Middle
School archers had an
outstanding trip to the
National Championships!
Despite the team catching
a bug on their way to
Utah, these resilient kids
battled through the illness
and put up some incredi-
ble performances.

Individual Highlights

Braden Bailey led
the charge with a spec-
tacular performance in
the 3D Target Event,
capturing 3rd place for
6th-grade boys with an
amazing score of 279
out of 300! His stellar
shooting earned him the
18th overall ranking for
middle school archers in
the Western Region. Gia
Flosi and Logan
Eichelberger both brought
their absolute best to
the Western Nationals
Bullseye Contest, each

team’s placement were:

¢ Braden Bailey: 279

* Gia Flosi: 252

* Logan Eichelberger: 249

e Danner Osburn: 246

* Ruth Friedman: 241

e Alex Copas: 234
Congratulations to all

of our archers for rep-

resenting Siuslaw with

grit, talent, and incredible

sportsmanship on the

national stage!

shooting personal
records! Gia shot a fan-
tastic 270 and Logan
scored a strong 260 out of
300. Riley Stanger kept
the team’s spirits high
with plenty of laughs

and put on a show of his
own, shooting a personal
best of 180! State cham-
pions Macie Moore and
Cameron Davis, who both
helped secure the team’s
big victory at the state

level, competed hard at
Nationals as well, with
Macie scoring a 229 and
Cameron shooting a 232.
Team 3D Challenge
Battling through sick-
ness, the team still fought
hard to place 36th out
of 49 middle school
teams in the grueling 3D
Challenge.
The six scores that
combined to secure the

TRACK
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win, Johnson emphasized
how impressive their per-
formances were. Cadet’s
marks were a continuation
of an amazing season for
the junior.

“Henry’s mark is the
fourth best in school his-
tory, Aidell’s high jump is
the fifth best, Aidell’s high
hurdles is the third best,
Aidell’s high jump: she’s
the school record holder.
She’s really been the story
in a lot of ways for this
year,” Johnson said. “She
had a breakout year last
year, her first year with
us, and we knew she was
going to get better, but
she’s just continued to get
better and better.”

Johnson said it isn’t just
about natural athleticism,
speed, and power. Cadet
has shown the ability to
learn quickly and to apply
technical adjustments to
continue improving and
reach new heights.

On the boys side,
Johnson said that Will
Johnson has been
“incredible.”

“He’s the school record
holder in the triple jump,
his long jump is leading
the state, and he’s one of
the best pole vaulters in
the state, so he’s kind of
our main guy,” Johnson
said.

Standouts Thomas
Morgan, Caleb Gray,
Jacob Mann, and Henry
Stone are also athletes,
Johnson said, who have
been helping raise the
floor for the Vikings as
they seek to defend their
state title.

Leading up to the
all-important district
and state meets, Johnson
stressed the importance of
staying in the moment.

“We’re to the point of
the season where we feel
like our fitness levels are
about where they need to
be, and yeah, we’re still
working on our fine-tun-
ing and getting better
technically; trying to stay
focused on the mindset it
takes to be a champion,”
Johnson said. “We’re just
trying to get our people
we think can score at the
state meet through disthe
trict meet, so we have a
chance to go back and
defend our state cham-
pionship, which is our
ultimate goal. It would be
silly to say that wasn’t our
goal.”

Johnson said that last
year’s fairytale state title
is in the past now, and
this year is about living in
the moment and finding
an identity with the group
they have this season.

“We’ve gotta go with
the gusto with who we
have, and we have to have
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that identity that we can
go to that state meet and
accumulate a bunch of
points as a unit,” Johnson
said. “We’re just wait-
ing to see how people
respond.”

In the meantime,
Siuslaw will be attacking
each of their upcoming
meets, trying to stack up
as many strong perfor-
mances as they can to
build confidence heading
into districts.

541-991 7367

A weekly roundup of shoppmg,
savings and doings around town.

Florence
HOME FURNITURE

Ashley Furniture

Quality, Style, Selection
#1 Brand of home
furniture in the USA
Come choose your
Sofa Recliner Loveseat
Sectional
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POWER EQUIPMENT SALES & REPAIR RENTAL CENTER

Call today to reserve your rental

equipment located at
1550 6" Street & HWY 101
Rentals are available on a daily,
weekly and monthly basis.
Call 541-997-2653
OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY

8AM TO 5PM

Florence $aw Shop is proud to be a
qualified elite retailer of the Stihl
product line.

select the equipment that meets your

Honda Portable generators provide specific needs.
quiet power for camping, RVing,

tailgating and more.
Honda Home generators offer
convenient,

reliable back up power for outages.

Honda Work generators are the
number one choice in the

construction and rental industry.

Your equipment comes fully
assembled and ready to use.

Repair Center

Have a piece of equipment with
a small engine that needs a
tune-up, needs rebuilt, or just
isn’t running like it should?

Bring it into our small engine
repair shop for a quote.

We also sharpen chains.
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HAVE FUN!

BEACH SAFE!

BEWARE THE SNEAKER WAVE

They re called sneaker waves because they appear
without warning, often surging high up on the beach
with deadly force, and are impossible to predict.
Sneaker waves also carry a large amount of sand that
can saturate your clothes, weighing you down and
making escape difficult if not impossible.

How to play it safe: Never turn your back on the
ocean.

WATCH THOSE LOGS

The ocean is strong enough to pick up even the
biggest log and plop it down on top of you. Some
logs may look small, but even the tiny ones can be
waterlogged and weigh tons.

How to play it safe: If you see a log in the surf or on
wet sand, stay off it.

RIP CURRENTS

Rip currents are strong currents of water that rush
out to sea. They are stronger than even the best
swimmer. These currents can swiftly sweep unwary
beachcombers and waders off their feet and out to
sea. Rip currents may appear as dark, choppy water.
Any time you see debris and foam floating out to sea,
chances are you have found a rip current. Avoid the
area.

How to play it safe: Parents keep your kids
close when playing in the ocean. If caught in a rip
current, don’t panic . Swim parallel to the beach until
you are out of the current, then head for the beach.

KNOW THE TIDES

Incoming tides isolate rocks from headlands and the
shore. Avoid the temptation of strolling

out to an interesting rock without knowing when the
tide rolls back in. Free tide tables are

readily available at state park offices, information
centers and many shops and motels.

How to play it safe: Stay off rocks and small,
enclosed beaches.

Know when the tide is coming in by visiting the
tidetable website at the

Hatfield Marine Science Center
http://weather.hmsc.oregonstate.edu/weather/
tides/tides.html

HIGH WAVES CAN REACH YOU

Tides and waves can sweep over rocks, jetties and
headlands, knocking you off and carrying you out to
sea.

How to play it safe: Assume nothing is “high
enough” and avoid exposed rocks, jetties and
headlands during strong wave action (like during and
after storms).

BEWARE OF HIGH, STEEP CLIFFS
Assume that all cliff edges are unstable. Wet trails or
soft sand and earth can make for unstable footing.
Rocks can be slippery even when it isn't raining.
How to play it safe: Make sure you wear proper
footwear, and stick to the trails. Stay behind guard
fences and railings, and don’t get too close to the
edge.

HEADS UP

Standing at the base of an Oceanside cliff can be
dangerous, especially if it has an overhang. In some
places, winter storms and high waves have eroded
the shoreline, increasing the chance of collapse and
slides.

How to play it safe: Beware of falling rocks, and
don’t climb on bluffs and eroding hillsides. Don "t walk
along the base of cliffs unless absolutely necessary.

This message sponsored by:

Emsrgency
Mledical

Florence Police
Department
541-997-3515
900 Greenwood St.
Florence, OR
97439

E Florence
Heating

SHEET MEI'AL, INC

Heating Systems « Heat Pumps
Sales/Service

Steve Wolford « CCB#64
PO Box 148 » 1645 Kingwood St

997-2422

Jim Hoberg, ABR, ABRM, CRS, GRI
BROKER/OWNER

PHONE 541-997- SOLD (7653)

Fax 541-997-7654

ToLL FREE 1-866-967-7653
jim@jimhoberg.com
www.wceresi.com

WEST:-COAST

REAL ESTATE
SERVICES, INC.

P.O. Box 3040 « 1870 Highway 126, Suite A * Florence, OR 97439
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With a creamy texture
and a low melting
point, this cheese is
often used on top of
burgers.

25293940 UDJlaWY damsuy

Creative Coloring

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

%

1713: After losing
the Battle of Helsinki
to the Russians,
Swedish and Finnish

troops burn the
entire city.
19885: The Bradford
Double Word Puzzle city stadium fire
takes place in
Unscramble the individual words fo reveal letters for the phrase. England.
2009: The space
shuttle “Atlantis” is
SMLTE : 2 launched on its final
mission.
CLBYO
3 8
RHDA
5 6
VYTAREI
7 B
ol | In WHEY
3 4 7 1 6 1 8 the watery part
of milk that
remains after the
formation of curds
3 ] 1 1 P 1

asaay2 u| palanod : Alsupp ‘pIpH ‘AgioD ‘silan isiemsuy

ow they
jcc say
that in... 39

English: Cheese
Spanish: Queso
Italian: Formaggio
French: Fromage
German:Kase

American cheese typically is

made from a blend of colby and
cheddar with emulsifiers. It is
not classified as a real cheese
but a processed cheese
food or pasteurized
processed cheese.

\\L

Get the KON

PICTURE?,
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- e )

Can you guess what

the bigger pictureis?
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PHOTO TIME WORD (%ARCH
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS

ANGLE
APERTURE
CAMERA
DEPTH OF FIELD
DIGITAL
EXPOSURE
FOCUS
F-STOP
ISO
LENSES
LIGHT
LIGHT METER
PHOTOGRAPHER
POSING
PRINTS
PROQFS
SETTING
SHOOT
SHUTTER
SMILE
SPEED
TELEPHOTO
VIEWFINDER
ZOOM




SIUSLAW NEWS . WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2026 5

May 11, 2026 Posting Date

Amber Waves | | by Dave T. Phipps

Y ' HOW THE HECK Do .
/DAD, INEED o0 WoRk 1 King Crossword
B FIRE EXTINGUISHER?
Y T2 ACROSS T 2 o PR GO R 8 [¢ [0 [
1 Cry
4 Vault 12 13 14
8 Daly and T3 T3 7
Allen
12 Common title |18 19 |20
start
13 Killer whale 3 b 912 1
. 14 Web add -
Out on a Limb by Gary Kopervas ESE ress- 25 [27 [26 29 30
WHEN HOPE RECEDES AND cHMOS BEVERLS VRELF, 15 Pithy joke 3 32 33
DRAL (OUR BuTr ALRES THE FLOOR TILL CALM RETURNS. DOG 17 Legume = = .
- 18 Suggests
CQURU| 4| 191vgude [7 % T |
o D | abbr.
i 21 Wager 40 a 42 [43 |44
1 -
g 22 Expulsion
S il 26 Erand runner [ | | il b
- i 29 Whatever 50 51 52
- i number
" 1 an HW‘,"._ 53 54 55
- eRFANS 1| 31 Caspian Sea
: X feeder 50 Ache 9 Rage 33 Like seawater
The Spats by Jeff Pickering 32 Keatscre- 51 Aswan'sriver 10 Org.witha 35 Boxing leg-
i . ation 52 Victory style manual end
T’E ‘;:mﬂ : ARE YoU SURE & Iﬂ' 332? ur 33 Gocaroling 53 Abbr.ona 11 Nine-digit ID 36 Turned bad
i *BURPED" 34 Capitol VIP schedule 16 Slander in 38 Hog's "hello”
3 35 Year in 54 Ticked (off) print 39 "Hello" singer
t Madrid 55 Annex 20 Purchase 42 llinois neigh-
i 36 Epic narra- 23 Advanced bor
: tives DOWN math 43 Wife of
i 37 On/off switch 1 Halt 24 Sicilian peak Geraint
i 39 "You've got 2 "ltcan't be!" 25 Bylaws, brief- 44 Fax
mail* co. 3 Hive popula- Iy 45 Clean air org.
Al 40 Docurment- tion 26 Sudden wind 46 Baseball fan's
— arian Burns 4 Hang around 27 Disc-shaped headwear
& 41 Obligations 5 Painter Max cookie 47 Tear
s 45 Beige 6 Expert 28 Sharptooth 49 Compete
48 The whole ¥ Series opener 29 Commotion
crowd 8 Big brass 32 Penny

£ N6 King Features Synd.. Inc

Weekly SUDOKU

6 ANRE
.5. - 5 ?:

Trivia
best s,

P e B i I. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital
? 6 5 1 of Belarus?
2 1 9 | 8 | 6 2 LITERATURE: Which Ken Kesey
: | B - Al novel is setin an Oregon psychiatric hos-
gl9(7[6]5] 2|
| ! | 3. MYTHOLOGY: Who is the Greek
goddess of discond?
By Randy Mitholland ; ICUS BY 6/9 5 8 4. ANATOMY: What is the longest
50 YOUR CHOICES ARE GIVE ME \ 9 |2 ] bone in the humian body™
THE MAP oR | TAKE IT OFF vou, i — 5. LS. PRESIDENTS: Which pres-
IT'S WOT LIKE POPEYE CAN HELP 1 413 I B | | idemt was a commanding general in
HouU FROM NSIDE THAT BUBBLE, . 1 +— Wiarld War 117
8 | 6 5 1 2 | 6. MATH: What Kind of polyzon has
three sides?
Place a numbear in the empty boxes in such a way 7. BIBLE: What is the last book in the
that each row across, each column down and each Bible called?
SR S-box squam.contuine 11 of i 5. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in our

numibens Iram ono 10 ning

solar system is closest insize to Earth?
9. CHEMISTRY: What 15 the newest

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: % element on the Periodic Table?
1 MOVIES: Which Canadian actor/

| KHOW ¥oU HanE

: : _ omedian starred in the movie “Uncle
FP&T&?&%T&QHJ?EM;&EEI - - - & Moderale ## Ehﬂilmglng comedian starred i the movie ncle

Buck™ and died of a heart attack at 437

+ 4 ¢ HOO BOY!

O N2% Kimp Pealures Sy, b

; D200 King Featumes Synd . inc
i
i
i 3ON3Ia390
! H piom sAopol
™ ¥
E Fl“e@ot Haime alane [P0 abeueg e
‘; asop "z ubiag -y
/ T
E
i S|A|V|O|R]| Enioy SHITAWVYHOS
Distinguishing ilalilals
TP = A ! ;
i mmanjog] g EnyHiy & s po ey gl 4 ey aagiy coffes feature
A SPUR]E f RAOU K EINA3E T PO ¥ H3 1| Sasmusgig) 3jlia|o|n|d
. Set aside for
& 3 1 nj|oa|lu
i 2 futur
Just Like Cate & Dogg uture use

by Dave T. Fhipps /- "'\I I a|luw|o|L|s

.
YOU KNOW, DEAR, NORMALLY WHEN CryptoQulp | Path i[s|v]olu
SOMEONE BUYS GIRL SCOUT COOKIES : = i e
THE\!r Bu\lr H an.m HGT n Box. Tl:.flls .:ilmlrrp'a .i;!M.I.I.I:mn ;:pl'fl-r'lwi'-ﬂ.'l Each v:'II:.-‘I I:I.‘-I:d HEJPE- :-: Price eatimate
] f: . ! Clue: € equals R ! Saranity B viZlzLISla e g
5 9E|lr 6|8tz
g PT Bl NG [:”:"fII CSAPKS P CSZMHS Sobet paCh now Iy replacing one emer rom BN angwir A00ve g ztl- 99.{ EP g
¥ o below and scramblng 1o mako a newwond, When complate,
41 Eh o and B weeds will have fo betherd in Comimion L ¥ G
i | FD MRS FYLF YSCN ZCDB L T e é sle g fg 5 fﬂ
E Sep mor o wwA St can TR g 1 E 6 l. g | tr E i z
: JLMCSJ FCS5, ADTFCLCI FD 1 6,2|S P 9L B¢
k
g KDKMJLC NLI JSLZ. Gk EEEN BEEL R
i \ o o oo pagunmn EGNN DmnE o
' EINEIREERE RERBRE ¥
sialilLinla a1 14 = n¥oans Apeam ——
R el T e D 1 1] 1 Y e
remrrange the besed letters te fedm the mystery word, which will complete the gagl SIY|9D|¥I|S QIN|Y VIEIE :‘J;:“E‘:?‘;:‘:E’;
e SN0E BEE BECL ‘ oriins ot o i
DINGE [:II___| d]1]|H AIN|Y H|3|d|0|D MBI
e salsnof i |\ wovdin
ONESI I:I I:I VBl sl |5|0]|d
Niv|3|9 H|3IN|I1]|T]|3|N]|O Apuey ugor
Deluge I i
BAREBAS . ) — l_: SHRIEIN KRIElE] EGE wmlmm::,‘::::.g
Soctal I[ | I l S|l di¥|3|1 8Os uu!ll:[:l.mH_;u.\|n::|:§i:!¢%
CAROLID 'SUIW 92 :aWil} UoNN|oS samoyuas BN 'S
“Guess wha I'd REALLY like to send t i p
uess who "D HEJHSUF St
school I 5 SR S 00N YL A2A0) M) ey, T
= r— A=UIA T
pIOMSSOI:} ‘I.[)I SIAMSUY BLALLY

Tested and proven il Audien Hearing

utter protection. - : :
& p. :Sm#-._w ol < ; (822)'-'5 PR The World’s First Hearing Aids
5 o A ' With Touchscreen Controls.

gl $1500 OFF’
- f- PLUS No tiny buttons. No apps. AtOm X

ZERO Interest,
ZERO Payments
Financing for 12 Months™

Military & Senior

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-855-536-8838 Fromocode:285 | outmiter cutte rotecion piscounts Avallble call 844-387-1163
oo s o ool Nt ottt vl o v o for e Inldes lhor and produc; hahtub, showerorwalki tuband wallsurround. This promafion o b combined ith any other ofer. ther resticions may apply. Ths X X
e O I T ey LT 2o offer expires /30,/26. Ech dealerhipsindependently owned and operaed. ™ Tird pory nancing s availble for thse cstomers who qualfy/Paricipating deers to get your 45-day risk free trial.

50145-23, NJ 13VHI3285000, NM 408693, NV 86890, OR 218204, PA PAI79643, Rl GC-41364, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2706169446, i i
gors 20N EvEEe OO ceCea Y ecolonz easy AT only. See yourdealr fordefals, ©2026 Bah ConceptsIndusrie, LLC.




6  SIUSLAW NEWS . WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2026

\

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

N FLORENCE en 1-844-387-1163. Includes children, cus-  Get a break on your
N ‘ 7 O l ] * ‘t d CLEANING LLC DIRECTV OVER IN- tody, support, property  taxes! Donate your
are anI e Licensed, Bonded, TERNET Get your fa- andrtbllls division. No car, ttrutchk, ogI_SdUV tg
& Insured, Provides vorite live TV, sports oo AP EE e e . A
N N Consistent,  High - and local channels. [ (CGIT TsTo5  fange & swift, no-cost
\ tO TR HUNTER REAL ESTATE 8;;'2?/,19 CI:ﬁ?gjdear;n:: g?_‘l’glggnal ?;'gf;“tg! 5295. .www.parale- vehicle pick’up and
~000.¢ ge, galalternatives.com  secure a generous tax
041-999-5033 or Book  $84.99/mo _for 12 legalalt@msn.com credit for 2025. Call
N OTr Our annua N o opmflorenceciean- - months.  HBO  Max ————  Heritage for the Blind
X ing.com. and Premium Chan- Donate your car, truck, _RAAERR
N Audien Hearing. The nels included for 3 boat, RV and more to g?gg%og; |1 844-533

\ world’s  first héaring mos (w/CHOICE  support our veterans! y
\ aid with touchscreen Fackage or higher.) Schedule a FAST, Get Boost Infinite! Un-
N controls. No tiny but- No annual contract, FREE vehicle pickup limited Talk, Text and
§ tons apbs or prescrip- no hidden fees! Some and receive a top tax Data For Just $25/mo!
tioné 45-day risk free restrictions apply. Call ~ deduction! Call Vet- The Power Of 3 5G
Wh]le ou WatCh the \ trial. Free shipping. VS 1-855-602-2009. eran Car Donations Networks, One Low
y et . at 1-866-695-9265  Price! Call Today and
\ N h:fenT% su_p|>|p_)ort.hMore DIVORCE $130. today! Get The Latest iPhone

an 1.5 million happy ~ Complete preparation. :
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\ ’ i Install, F HD-DVR
~ nstall, Free -
d drinks! Real Estate * e 20000
an Il S. \ Randy Parec On-Demand Movies,
\ ] Plus Limited Time Up
N [ololWs) WM To $600 In Gift Cards.
May ]7, 2026 com BANKER Call Today! 1-866-
\ 373-9175.

N 11:30am — 1 30pm N\ Jacuzzi Bath Remod-
\ ' ' el can install a new,
custom bath or show-
Q w N ‘Q \ er in as little as one

day. For a limited time,

VRN TR
NN

35 acres of forested land
with a year-round creek
in Deadwood. Property
has a 4 bdrm, 2 bath,
2124 sq. ft. house. Private
retreat is perfect for
remote living and enjoying
nature. $995,000 List - E
#1317/639742759 Charming 2 bdrm, 1 bath bungalow. 2 bdrm, 1
bath, large open living space & updated kitchen.
1-car attached garage with shop/hobby space.
Fenced back yard. Family room with French
door to oversized back deck. $359,000 List
#1349/608992922

Brand New Construction on Dunewood Drive in
the Reserve at Heceta Lakes. This three bedroom,
2 bath custom home has 2100 sq. ft. of living
space, an attached double car garage and high-end
finishes. $899,000 List #1283/378512803

Delightful 1995 kit travel
trailer with a covered ramada
and covered decking on
a.15 acre lot in the gated
neighborhood of Coast
Village. Enclosed bonus
room great for office or
hobby space. $123,000 List
#1327/410188883

£ I

Be the first occupant in this modern & thoughtfully
designed 3 bdrm, 2 bath home with 1689 sq. ft. of
living space in the Three Mile Prairie neighborhood.
Primary suite has soaking tub. Attached 2-car
garage. $445,000 List #1292/537909643

fully furnished. You can own this spectacularly &
playfully curated home out at the beach. 2 bdrm,
2 bath, 2205 sq. ft. of living space. 1-car garage.
$719,900 List #1366/521242950

Charming 1 bdrm, 1 bath
home in Coast Village.
630 sq. ft. home has an

oversized carport, room
for RV Parking, updates
& upgrades throughout.
Storage shed & bunk
house. $269,500 List
#1336/253054270

o RESIDENTIAL
e LAND
e COMMERCIAL
e PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

WEST-COAST

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES, INC.
541-997-7653 (SOLD)

1870 Hwy 126, SUITE A
PO Box 3040

Beautiful home located on just over an acre in-town

near to the River front Park. This home has 3884 sq.

ft. of living space on three levels, 4-bdrms, 3.5 baths.

Expansive yard, RV garage & tennis court. $850,000
List #1393/465821594

.27 Acre lot with rare lake frontage on Collard Lake.
This parcel presents a unique opportunity to own
and develop on this desirable location. $91,000 List
#1310/534944077

FLORENCE, OR

VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.WCRESI.COM

by Dave T. Phipps

HOW THE HECK DO
YOU WORK THE

I\ _FIRE EXTINGUISHER?

DAD, | NEED
YOUR HELP!

The average person
visits the toilet 2,500
times a year.

The plastic toilet
brush was invented
in 1932 by William
C. Schopp and later
patented by

the Addis Brush
Company in 1933.

by Dave T. Phipps

Just Like Cats & Dogs

YOU KNOW, DEAR, NORMALLY WHEN
SOMEONE BUYS GIRL SCOUT COOKIES
THEY BUY A BOX... NOT A BOX.

RIS In 1890, Scott

Paper Company
introduced
toilet paper
inaroll.

e T T

Source: www.conwayservices.net

.

£ 2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
World rights reserved.
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waiving ALL installa-
tion costs! Additional
terms apply. Subject
to change and vary
by dealer. (Offer ends

12/27/26.) Call 1-855-
341-5268.

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is backed

Heceta Water People’s Utility District
is looking for a qualified individual
to fill the position of Operator 2.
Qualified candidates shall be at least 18 years
old with a high school diploma or equivalent,

be able to pass both a pre-employment physical
and pre-employment drug test, need to live
within 30 minutes of the Treatment Plant to fill
on-call responsibilities and have a clean driving
record. Mandatory requirements include Oregon
Health Authority’s Water Treatment Level 2 and
Filter Endorsement and Water Distribution Level
2 certifications. Candidates must have a positive
attitude and be a highly motivated individual,
have a strong mechanical aptitude, and have

a desire to have a long term career in public
drinking water. Salary range is $61,303 - $95,101
annually PLUS a great benefits package.

Applications and full job descriptions can be
picked up at our office at 87845 Hwy 101 or on
our website at www.hwpud.com.

Completed applications must include a current
resume. Applications will be reviewed beginning

by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime
transferrable warran-
ty. Call today 1-855-
536-8838 to schedule

a FREE inspection
and no obligation
estimate. Get 15%

off your entire order.
Plus, Military & Se-
niors get an additional
10% off. Limited time
only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representa-
tive for warranty and
offer details.

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility
with the compact de-
sign and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen
One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-839-
0752.

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home

Standby  Generator.
Act now to receive

purchase. Call 1-877-
557-1912 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move.

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as
1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or
No Payments and No
Interest for 18 months
for customers who
qualify. BCl Bath &
Shower. Many options
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional
installation. Senior
& Military Discounts
Available. Call Today!
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a
week. Sell your old,
busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or
headaches. Sell your
car to Peddle. Easy
three step process.
Instant offer. Free
pickup. Fast payment.
Call 1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for

condition. Easy three
step process: Call,
get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-866-249-8679.

YMT Vacations. Over
50 guided tours avail-
able. Affordable, so-
cial and stress-free
travel designed for
mature travelers. Our
tours include accom-

modations, trans-
portation,  baggage
handling, sightsee-

ing, entrance fees,
a professional Tour
Director and select
meals. For a limited
time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today.
1-866-335-3689.

500
EMPLOYMENT

ALS NORTHWEST
SEEKS A

VOLUNTEER
To assist a person

work on an ongoing
basis. Contact: volun-
teer@alsnorthwest.
org.

FLORENCE
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
Seeks an experi-
enced church pia-
nist\~ $10,000 an-
nual base salary.\~
Weekly Sunday com-
mitment required.
Call  541-905-4248
for more information.

THE PORT OF
SIUSLAW
is hiring for a full time
position to perform
maintenance, fueling
and janitorial. Starting
wage is $17.50. See
link to full job descrip-
tion and application
form on the Employ-
ment tab at portofsiu-
slaw.com, or at the
Port office located at
100 Harbor St. in Flor-

TSN26-147 NOTICE OF
BUDGET COMMITTEE
MEETING A PUBLIC
MEETING OF THE
BUDGET COMMITTEE
OF THE SIUSLAW
SCHOOL DISTRICT,
Lane County, State of
Oregon, to discuss the
budget for the fiscal year
July 1, 2026, to June 30,
2027, will be held at the
Siuslaw Middle School
Commons, 2525 Oak
St., Florence, Oregon.
The meeting will take
place on May 13, 2026,
at 6:00 p.m. The pur-
ﬁose of the meeting is to
ear public input. A copy
of the budget document
may be inspected or
obtained on the district
website or at the school
district office, 2111 Oak
St., Florence, Oregon
between the hours of 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. or on
the district’s website at
www.siuslaw.k12.or.us.
This is a public meet-
ing where deliberation of
the Budget Committee
will take place. Any per-
son may appear at the
meeting and discuss the
proposed programs with
the Budget Commit-
tee. Please see Siuslaw
School District’s Website
for additional informa-
tion and future sched-
uled budget meetings.
Future meetings: June

tion dates: 5/13/2026
~Budget Meeting/ Public
Input

TSN26-145 NOTICE
IS HEREBY GIVEN,
A PUBLIC MEETING
OF THE BUDGET
COMMITTEE OF
MAPLETON SCHOOL
DISTRICT
No. 32, Lane County,
State of Oregon, will be
held on May 20, 2026
at 5:00 p.m. and if nec-
essary May 27, 2026 at
6:00 p.m. at Mapleton
High School to discuss
the budget for the fiscal
year July 1, 2026 to June
30, 2027. The purpose of
the meeting is to receive
the budget message and
to receive comment from
the public on the budget.
These are public meet-
ings where deliberation
of the Budget Commit-
tee will take place. Any
person may appear at
the meetings and dis-
cuss the proposed pro-
%rams with the Budget
ommittee. copy of
the budget document
may be inspected or
obtained on or after Fri-
day May 8, 2026 online
at www.mapleton.k12.
or.us. 5/13/26. 5/20/26

10, 2026 - Board Adopts
Approved Budget with
Amendments Publica-

ence. For questions,
call 541-997-3426.

Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any

May 26, 2026. with ALS with light

cleaning and/or yard

DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION/CONTRACTORS

Jack Mobley

CONSTRUCTION

541-997-2197 .....n
Foundations & Flatwork

a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying

Business

& Service

BLINDS / WINDOW TREATMENTS

u

LEGAL SERVICES

Business Law
Real Estate Law
Free Consultations

GARNER LAV OFFICE 541.991.8121

3298 Highway 101, Florence, OR 97439
www.garnerlawoffi ce.net

,;mf e

Blinds + Shades - Draperies * Shutters
We Design ~ We Install
Residential - Commercial - 30 Years Experience

541-991-3405

Located in Florence

Custom Homes

Remodels Additions

CCB#212734

CLEANING SERVICES ELECTRICAL

SIUSLAW VALLEY ELECTRIC, INC.
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL CONTRACTING

1710 Laurel Way - Airport Industrial Park
Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri., 8 A.M. to Noon
Forrest G. Grigsby ¢ Stanton E. Grigshy Phone 997-8821
P.0. Box 1216 » sve-1973-grigsby@hotmail.com FAX 997-3723

INTERNET SERVICES

PAINTING

CCB #96660 General Contractor

Jorge’s Detail Pamtmg
Dryrot & Repair ue

INTERIOR | EXTERIOR | RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
Serving Lane County Since 1997 CCB#207458

www.PainterJorge.com 541-521-3271

PROPANE SERVICES

Tweety Sez:
Consistent, Quality Cleaning.

For clean as a whistle, calll 997-2385-
Florence Janitorial Services

Bill and Jo Hine, Owners
CERTIFIED, LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

CARPET

Ore. BBR No. 8689

Major credit cards accepted

CLEANING OregonFAST.net "-C 5 n &n Pl'ﬂ an e
Upholstery 541-902-1506 _ I]
997-3825 " STEAM OR DRY Broadband Internet $40 mo. NOW Serving “ (‘f Residential and Commercial delivery service
Certified-Bonded Smoke « Water Cleanup Computer Repair & Support §30/hour Family Owned and Operated Since 1983
Web Hosting & Email Services We Pride ourselves on providing the best customer service possible.

541-746-4621 « www.rdpropane.com

1735 Kingwood SL., Ste A, Florence

CONCRETE / PAVING

Ant’s Concrete
Excavation, flat work, sidewalks,
patios, demos and much more!
Call Anthony at 541.735.4836

CCB#197439,

WITH
Dr. Keith
) Roach

Sixty-Year-Old Woman
Is Mysteriously Unable
To Gain Weight

DEAR DR. ROACH: I have a sis-
ter who is in her mid 60s and has a
very low weight. She cooks a lot but
doesn’t eat much. Is there some-
thing to suggest to make her gain
some weight? She weighs 80 pounds
and is 5 feet, 2 inches tall. By con-
trast, I’'m 5 feet, 4 inches tall, and
weigh 150 pounds. I’'m worried that
il she gets sick, she won’t have any-
thing to live off of. — P.L.W.

ANSWER: With all the recent press
about GLP-1 medicines helping people
to lose weight, there’s been much dis-
cussion about the health risks of being
obese. However, there are health risks
of being underweight as well. In fact,
the health risk of being as underweight
as your sister (a BMI level of 14} is
about the same as the overall health risk
of a person with a BMI of 50. (For her,
this would equate to being about 300
pounds.)

I don’t know why she isn’t gaining
weight, but there are many possibilities.
Weight loss due to psychiatric diseas-
es like major depression and anorexia
nervosa is common and underdiag-
nosed. Some diseases keep people from
absorbing nutrients, especially celiac or
Crohn’s disease. People can lose calo-
ries through their urine (diabetics), while
others use up their calories too fast (due
to high thyroid levels, advanced cancer,
etc.). There are many other less-com-
mon possibilities.

One critically important issue is to be
sure of how much your sister is eating. It

Call or email your advertising representative to advertise
509-216-1658 or gwinterholler@countrymedia.net

sounds like she isn’t eating much, which
makes some issues more likely than oth-
ers. While there are appetite stimulants, I
don’t use these unless I understand what
is causing the problem. A careful evalu-
ation by a general physician is called for,

bk

DEAR DR. ROACH: Can you say
more about potassium and chronic
kidney disease (CKD)? I have stage
3 CKD with a glomerular filtration
rate (GFR) in the mid-40s. I like to
have a banana for breakfast; is it
bad for me? — S.B.

ANSWER: CKD is separated into
different stages depending on the esti-
mated GFR, which signifies the overall
function of the kidney. A normal GFR is
considered to be 90 or higher, and people
who have kidney disease and a normal
GFR are considered to be in stage 1.
Stage 2 CKD is having a GFR between
60-89; stage 3a is between 45-59; stage
3bis between 30-44; stage 4 is between
15-29; and stage 5 is considered to be 15
or less.

Most people with stage 3a CKD don’t
have trouble with the modest potassium
load from a banana, but high levels of
blood potassium become much more
problematic when a person has a GFR
that is below 45. Your regular doctor or
kidney specialist (you should have one if
you don’t already) should be periodical-
ly testing your blood.

If your potassium level is already high,
you may be recommended to reduce
your intake of high-potassium foods.
However, a plant-based diet thatis richin
these foods helps to protect you against
the progression of kidney disease, so I
wouldn’t limit these foods unless your
specialist tells you thatit’s time.

Even with early-stage CKD, [ wouldn’t
use a potassium-based salt substitute
without talking to your doctor first, who
will likely want to look at a recent blood
test.

Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable
to answer individual questions, but
will incorporate them in the column
whenever possible. Readers may email
guestions 1o ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu.

® 2026 North America Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved

1. Derick
2. Mecitation
3. Gut feeling

4. Tewrent of tan

& Moify
7. Smallest finger
8. Energetic

4. Clothes holder

10. Underage person

EVen EXChange by Danna Pettman
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The idea of Go Figure is to arrive +
at the figures given at the bottom

and right-hand columns of the + . _
diagram by following the arith-

metic signs in the order they are

given (that is, from left to right =
and top to bottom). Use only the | . . X . X -
numbers below the diagram to -

complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers

<2026 King bual.-es Syrdwale, Iz,
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The caterpillars of fritillary butterflies hatch
in autumn, go dormant right away without
feeding, and sleep through the winter. They
awaken in the spring at the same time as violet

plants
h{'"il'l [ {4 "’_I'l.l'.'\'.

their only food

It is 11‘ ired thi 1I “lll]""ll

dq]lg..lu ar n.i |1|1purl:‘1|1|

synchronization
and cause extinction
of fritillary butterflies.
Brenda Weaver

Source: www.fs.fed.us
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TR Hunter Real Estate

1749 Highway. 101, Florence OR 97439

REAL ESTATE

1748 HIGHWAY 101, FLORENCE

541-997-1200

YOU are invited to our annual

www.trhunter.com
541-997-1200 « 800-210-7453

=]
ol 0 k-

FREE BARBEQUE

during the Grand Rhododendron Parade.

Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and drinks!
May 17, 2026 - 11am — 1:30pm. Parade starts at Noon.

1791 Willow Lp. - $385,000

3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1400 SqFt. Move-in ready home backing to nature with updates, privacy, and in-
town location. #3764-175253689

9

3 Bdrms, 1.5 Baths, 936 SqFt. Gated coastal community home with amenities, deck, garage, storage,
and nearby beach access. #3770-770508845

Kelsie Way #57- $97,500
0.56 acre lot. Private Heceta South lot with great opportunity to build dream getaway! #3772-
272078855

._\_

421 Sherwood Lp. - $679,000

320 Oak St. - $565,000
4 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, 1621 SqFt. Inviting 2025 two-story
home with pantry, covered patio, alley access, near Old
Town. #3768-108238082

3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, 2594 SqFt. Quiet cul-de-sac retreat
with dual fireplace, expansive garage, RV space, and
thoughtful design. #3765-641589817

1600-293 Rhododendron Dr. - $164,000
2 Bdrms, 1Bath, 728 SqFt. Great opportunity for afford-
able living in gated community with amenities and
peaceful environment. #3757-644263031

1Bdrm, 1Bath, 412 SqFt. Cute, lake view home in Buck
Lake Park with sunny front deck and backyard garden.
#3754-208663674

1601-534 Rhododendron Dr. - $375,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2280 SqFt. Manufactured home with
attached garage, sun porch, workshop and covered
RV/boat storage. #3729-220740617

89555 Shore Crest Dr. - $439,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1512 SqFt. Meticulously maintained,
spacious home with floor-to-ceiling windows, and an
abundance of parking. #3732-270810465

Vanssa Bss Richard Beaudro Heidi White Aileen Sapp
Broker Principal Broker Broker Broker, SRS,
541-991-0478 541 991-6677 541 600-6058 SRES

541 999-5396

N

1751 Willow Lp. - $505,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1500 SqFt. Updated home with RV parking, modern finishes, efficient upgrades,
and inviting outdoor space. #3771-175687121

2372 S 22nd Ct. - $565,000

3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, 2113 SqFt. Move-in ready home with updates, spacious living areas, pellet stove,
on a cul-de-sac. #3769-768863492

o
1601-676 Rhododendron Dr. - $315,000

3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1512 SqFt. Updated home in 55+ Greentrees Village with vaulted ceilings, sky-
lights, covered porch, and ample parking. #3665-689410988

83269 Clear Lake Rd. - $849,900
3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, 2835 SqFt. Beautiful two-story
craftsman on private acreage with bonus room, office,
garage, RV parking, and garden. #3759-330687265

5167 Hilltop Dr. - $425,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1600 SqFt. Peaceful corner lot near
lakes with fenced yard, boat storage, and outdoor liv-
ing space. #3763-160327144

bl M RERRFERY I EY Y

11445 E Mapleton Rd. - $775,000
3 Bdrms, 3 Baths, 2440 SqFt. Five-acre riverfront
property offering privacy, versatility, large shop, and
endless potential. #3738-363944680

1070 Bay St #22 - $425,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 984 SqFt. Bay Bridge condo with
river and dune views, pellet stove, patio, storage shed.
#3743-159787344

1699 27th St. #5 - $79,000
2 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 924 SqFt. Well kept manufactured

home in Ocean Breeze Park with sunroom, fenced
backyard, and alley access. #3723-583761940

= E %

2937 Munsel Lake Rd. - $370,000
3 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 1013 SqFt. Move-in ready single-level
home with updated kitchen, fenced yard, RV parking,
and abundant natural light. #3725-445649944

Crystell Wise

Kelsey Peterson Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker, Broker Broker Principal Broker
CRS, SRS, SRES 541 999-7765 541-999-2584 541 991-2151

541 991-9487

A :
Kyle Lewis Mike Blankenship Haylee Cole Tim Sapp
Broker Broker, Broker Owner /
541 991-6728 ABR, SRS 541-999-2112 Principal Broker

541 991-7826 541 999-8230

Brandi Hart Elijah

Amy Johnson Nichole Lewis
Broker, CSA Broker Broker Blankenship
541 999-7875 541 999-2671 541 999-8786 Broker

541-991-7367
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