
Florence, Oregon	 Wednesday, December 31, 2025	 Number 52 • 135 years

SN
Siuslaw News

SN

Siuslaw News
2 Sections | 16 Pages

Copyright 2025
Follow us for the latest news:

/SiuslawNews@Siuslaw_News
TheSiuslawNews.com

Obituaries — A2
Sports & Lifestyle — B1

Opinion — A3
Classifieds — B6-7

INSIDE

Randy ParedesRandy Paredes
BrokerBroker

541.997.7777 • 100 HWY. 101541.997.7777 • 100 HWY. 101
SEE ALL FLORENCE LISTINGS AT CBCOAST.COM

Thank you for a terrific 2025!
Wishing Florence and our surrounding areas a 

Happy and Prosperous New Year! May it be filled 
with joy and excitement! Coldwell Banker Coast Real 
Estate will be here, ready to take care of your Real 

Estate needs in 2026 and beyond!!!

COAST REAL ESTATE

Where great food, genuine hospitality, and the Where great food, genuine hospitality, and the 
spirit of the Oregon Coast come togetherspirit of the Oregon Coast come together

Award Winning Chowder - Pizza - Bistro for Breakfast, Lunch and DinnerAward Winning Chowder - Pizza - Bistro for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

88416 1st Avenue, Florence, OR • 541-902-6447

Experience Florence’s only oceanfront Experience Florence’s only oceanfront 
dining, lodging and event venue!dining, lodging and event venue!

David and Cassie Bechtold, owners of Cassie’s Uptown Coffee 
located in the 1700 block of Hwy 101 in Florence, recently 
received an Appreciation Award from the Florence Band of 
Brothers. Leader Jim Swant presented the award to the Bechtolds at 
a Monday morning coffee gathering of local and area Veterans.

Cassie regularly donates coffee proceeds to the local Band of 
Brothers group in appreciation of their service to our nation. “I’m 
not a Veteran but always wanted to be a Marine” she stated at the 
presentation. She typically donates every month and in 2025 totals 
nearly $700 in donations to the group.

The Florence Band of Brothers meets for coffee each Monday 
morning at 11:30 a.m. at the Florence Elks Lodge #1858, net-
working with fellow Veterans as well as sharing news and events 
throughout the Florence Veteran community.

Visitors to the Heceta 
Head Lighthouse had a 
lot to enjoy during the 
29th Anniversary of the 
Victorian Christmas 
Open House. The Light 
Keepers House could 
easily be seen from 
Highway 101, with holiday 
lights adorning the entire 
house and surrounding 
picket fence. Inside, 
they found a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere, 
food and refreshments, 
caroling, knowledgeable 
docents and even got 
to meet Santa and Mrs. 
Claus.. Yachats Area 
Trolley offered rides 
directly to the lighthouse 
for those who didn’t 
want to make the hike 
in the rain. See more 
photos on page A7 and 
at thesiuslawnews.com 
Tony Reed photos

2025- A year 
in Review

COMPILED by TONY REED

It’s easy to look back at 2025 
and say, “It went by so fast,” 
but when you go back through 
a year of news stories, we’re 
reminded of how long it actu-
ally was and how much took 
place that we’ve already forgot-
ten. Here are some clips of the 
news that made 2025  

JANUARY
Following an unsurprising 

election in November, three 
Florence City Council mem-
bers were sworn in at the Jan 
6 meeting. After running unop-
posed, Rob Ward again took 
the seat as Mayor of Florence. 

Lighthouse hosts many holiday guests

Cassie’s Uptown Coffee 
Receives Award

It took so long to go by so fast

See REVIEW, Page A4
At the dusk of 2025, it’s easy to look back and think we could have done some things differently but there’s nothing to 
stop us from doing them in 2026. Tony Reed photos
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POLICE LOG

WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 17

At 2:49 a.m. caller 
reported a construction 
barrel in the road on 35th 
St. near the golf course. 
Officer arrived and 
cleared the hazard.

At 7:47 a.m., a caller 
reported a stop sign miss-
ing in the area of 22nd 
St. and Oak Street. Public 
Works was contacted and 
replaced the sign.

At 10:25 a.m., a caller 
reported that her dog has 
been bitten by another 
dog in the dog park off 
Kingwood.

At 11:30 a.m., officers 
responded to the 1400 
block of ninth Street for 
a report of a disorderly 
subject. Officers arrived 

to contact the subject and 
arrested him on a warrant 
from Florence Municipal 
Court

At 8:10 p.m., a caller 
reported a subject leaving 
a business off Highway 
126 intoxicated. Caller 
was unsure if the subject 
got into a vehicle. Officer 
searched the area but 
could not find the subject 
or a vehicle.

THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 18

At 12:38 a.m., a caller 
reported that her car had 
been taken from the 1600 
block of 26th St.. Officers 
later located the vehicle 
and found it had been 
taken by her son. When 
told, the caller chose 

not to press charges. 
However, officers cited 
the son for driving with-
out a license. 

At 12:26 p.m., officers 
responded to the area of 
Highway 101 and 29th 
St. for a report that a car 
trailer had been blown off 
its hitch by high wind and 
was in the middle of the 
street.

At 4:28 p.m., a caller 
reported  a male subject in 
the 700 block of Highway 
101 who was disorderly 
and possibly intoxicated. 
Officers arrived to speak 
to the man who said he 
was having complications 
from cancer and asked 
for a ride to the hospital. 
Medical personnel arrived 
to transport him to the 
hospital.

At 4:28 p.m., a caller 
said the was in a business 
in the 1800 block of 37th 
St. and was assaulted by a 
female subject after a dis-
pute. Officers arrived to 
speak to the subjects and 
the male did not want to 
press charges.

At 7:09 p.m., a subject 
was serving a protective 
order in the 500 block of 
Skookum Court when the 
owners of the property 
said they wanted him 
removed. The server was 
unable to complete his 
duty. 

At 11:56 p.m., an offi-
cer on patrol reported 
seeing 10 inches of rising 
water in the area of 9th 
St. near Highway 101. 
The officer placed cones 
around the area to warn 
traffic of the deep water.

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 19

At 12:33 p.m., a caller 
reported being harassed 
by another subject on 
Facebook. Caller was 
advised to block and 
ignore the other subject.

At 2:51 p.m., officers 
responded to the area of 
18th St. and Kingwood 
for a report of a toolbox 
that had fallen off a vehi-
cle and spilled a large 
amount of screws in the 
roadway.

At 3:17 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1800 
block of 37th St. for a 
report of a subject causing 
a disturbance. Officers 
arrived to find a subject 
they dealt with earlier in 
the day was now throw-
ing things in traffic. 
Subject was arrested for 
Disorderly Conduct II.

At 4:52 p.m., a caller 
reported a subject dancing 
in the middle of Highway 
101 with a bottle of rum.

At 6:14 p.m., officers 
responded to the 700 
block of Highway 101 
for a report of a sub-
ject yelling. Officers 
arrived to find a subject 
matching the description 
from the previous call. 
Officers were taking the 
subject into custody and 
he tried to fight them. 
Subject was arrested for 
Disorderly Conduct, Theft 
III, Resisting Arrest, and 
Assaulting an Officer.

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 20

At 3:01 p.m., an 

employee of Driftwood 
Shores reported finding 
jewelry in one of the 
rooms. Jewelry was taken 
to the police department 
to be held until claimed.

At 3:15 p.m., a caller 
in the 1200 block of 7th 
Street reported damage 
to her fence caused by 
her neighbor kicking it 
because he was upset 
about her dog barking. 

At 3:59 p.m., a caller 
reported that a known 
subject was driving intox-
icated in her car and had 
made comments about 
intentionally crashing it. 
Officers arrived in the 
area but were unable 
to locate the described 
vehicle. 

At 4:05 p.m., officers 
responded to the 400 
block of Sherwood Loop 
for a non-injury accident. 
Drivers swapped informa-
tion and no further action 
was taken.

At 4:34 p.m., an ATM 
debit card was found in 
the machine at the 600 
block of Highway 101. 
Card is being held at the 
police department.

At 8:56 p.m., a resident 
reported receiving prank 
phone calls. Officers 
helped the resident block 
the number on her phone.

SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 21

At 11:20 a.m., officers 
found an older shepherd 
dog in the 1200 block of 
7th Street. Dog was taken 
to the Humane Society.

At 5:59 p.m., officers 
assisted Oregon State 
Police on a Disorderly 
Conduct call that ended 
up with a subject being 
admitted to Florence jail’s 
detox cell. 

At 7:21, a caller in the 
3900 block of Oak Street 
reported loud noise com-
ing from an apartment 
below. Caller did not want 
officer response, but just 
to share the information.

MONDAY 
DECEMBER 22

At 2:38 a.m., officers 
responded to the 5100 and 
Heceta Beach Road for a 

report of a dispute. Caller 
said the male half of the 
couple had been drinking. 
Officers arrived and found 
the male subject had a fel-
ony warrant from Lincoln 
County. He was taken into 
custody.

At 11:58 a.m., a caller 
reported a recreational 
vehicle parked in the 
area of 6th Street and 
Ivy with its extensions 
out, impeding traffic. 
Officers arrived and the 
owner agreed to move the 
vehicle.

At 12:01 p.m., officers 
responded to the 900 
block of Highway 101 for 
a report that a subject had 
come into a store, spilled 
alcohol and left. 

At 12:23 p.m., offi-
cers located the previous 
subject at 8th Street and 
Highway 101 and arrested 
him for theft.

At 3:11 p.m., a caller 
in the 1300 block of 
Highway 101 reported a 
subject inside the building 
vaping. Caller said that 
when the subject was told 
to leave he said something 
about stabbing them. 
Officers arrived to find 
the subject had left before 
they arrived.

At 5:14 p.m., officers 
responded to the 3900 
block of Highway 101 for 
a report of harassment. 
Officers arrived to find 
a family dispute over a 
vehicle. Subjects were 
counseled.

TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 23

At 12:46 a.m., officers 
made a traffic stop on 
Highway 126 near the 
bridge and arrested Taysie 
Savage for DUII. 

At 8:05 a.m., a caller 
reported finding an E bike 
with no seat in the 100 
block of Maple Street. 
Bike is being stored at the 
police department.

At 9:10 a.m., an officer 
on patrol found a small 
brown speckled dog in the 
86,600 block of Highway 
101. Dog was taken to 
Humane Society.

At 10:47 a.m., a caller 
reported the registration 
sticker had been stolen 
from their vehicle license 
plate in the 500 block of 
Kingwood.

At 11:56 a.m., officers, 
fire personnel, and medics 
responded to the area of 
8th and Highway 101 for 
a report of an E bike ver-
sus a vehicle. One subject 
was taken to the hospital.

At 1:23 p.m., it was 

Florence Police Department responded 
to the following calls from 

December 17 until December 23.

See POLICE, Page A3

By BOB HORNEY 

 As the curtain falls 
marking the end of 2025, 
the 2026 curtain rises, 
bringing us new oppor-
tunities, adventures and 
challenges of all kinds.  
Some of the most chal-
lenging are health issues 
and they seem to increase 
in number and severity as 
we age. 

For the most part, we 
want to see the curtain 
rise on the new years 
as long as we can.  For 
many of us, it takes a lot 
of effort to keep the cur-
tain functioning.  Taking 

nothing for granted, I’m 
hoping to nudge that 2026 
curtain up with more to 
follow. 

Speaking for myself 
(and probably a whole 
lot more) the more cur-
tains we raise, the more 
issues (usually concerning 
health) will pop up.  For 
instance, nearly 10 years 
ago I was diagnosed with 
a vast shortage of Gamma 
Globulin.  That introduced 
me to Hizentra which 
is the Gamma Globulin 
extracted from the blood 
of our extremely valu-
able blood donors.  One 
advantage of starting the 

treatment in 2016 was that 
I could do it at home on a 
weekly basis.  That was a 
fairly recent change from 
having to make a trip to 
the hospital once a month 
for a dose about 4 times 
greater than my weekly 7 
grams.  Those patients had 
more side effects because 
of receiving maybe 28 
grams all at once instead 
of my 7 grams.  My home 
infusions use 3 simple 
subcutaneous needles with 
a wonderful automatic 
pump that takes about 65 
minutes to infuse 7 grams.  
I am nearing 500 weekly 
infusions, and they will 

continue for the rest of 
my life. 

So, we have these 
long- lasting daily/weekly/
monthly/annual treatments 
that we must continue but 
we also must pay attention 
to those “incidentals” that 
pop up from time to time.  
For instance, my cata-
ract surgeries (both eyes) 
which are occurring as 
you read this (December 
22 and 29). Then there 
are my compression 
fractured vertebra (L2/
L3) which my doctor at 
Pacific Sports and Spine 
wants to do an Intracept 
Nerve Ablation.  That has 

been denied by my current 
health insurance.   I’m 
changing my insurance 
provider January 1, 2026 
so I’ll have a new go at 
the problem. 

Add to the list my 
polio as a 13-year-old 
which affected my left 
leg only (lucky me)!  
Prostate cancer diag-
nosed in 2001 – surgery 
Jan. 30, 2002 – radiation 
2007/2008 burned my 
bladder – incontinence led 
to Suprapubic Catheter 
which solved the prob-
lem (day/night).  Oh yes, 
my heart attack on New 
Year’s Eve 2022 with 

ambulance ride to Bay 
Area Hospital in Coos 
Bay. 

I am sharing the above 
just to say that in spite of 
those health issues, life is 
wonderful, especially my 
44 years with Marianne!  
I totally enjoy my family, 
friends, our pets – past/
present, and lifting spir-
its.   And if this sharing 
has lifted your spirits so 
you can enjoy life again, 
I am delighted. 

Everyone please 
raise the curtain on a 
Wonderful New Year 
filled with Good Health 
and Cheer! 

Getting From One Year to the Next

Robert “Bob” Hanson, 
passed away on 
November 5, 2025, at age 
79.

He is survived by his 
daughters, Bobbie Fay 
and Marcie Hanson. 

Bob was a well loved 
Icon in this town!

For over 30 years, 
Bob’s craftsmanship as 
the owner of Hanson 
Construction helped 
shape the local landscape. His work 
includes landmarks like the Florence 
Events Center, the Western Lane 
Ambulance facility, and the OPBC 
Financial Center, along with many Fine 
Custom Homes.

Bob was known for his handlebar 
mustache, flat-top haircut,  And for 

parking his truck 
wherever he wanted! A 
loyal friend and proud 
member of the Florence 
Elks, he loved buying 
drinks for friends at The 
Beachcomber, where he 
is memorialized forever 
in a mural on the wall... 

His greatest passions 
were restoring Classic 
Cars including his award-
winning Red 1957 Chevy 
Pickup, and Motorcycles!! 

He loved riding his Harley with friends.
This town is not the same without Bob 

“the Builder” Hanson.
In his Honor, a memorial ride and classic 

car meet will be held in the spring.
Until we meet again, Dad. 

Keep it shiny side up

Robert Hanson
01-10-1946 - 11-05-2025

Central Lincoln PUD seeks 

LINE CLEARANCE 
JOURNEYMAN TREE TRIMMER

In Florence
$55.24 Hr.

Closes 01/07/2026
https://clpud.bamboohr.com/careers/45

STEVEN MICHAEL 
GRENK

Steven Michael Grenke, 
67, of Gardiner, OR, 
passed away on December 
5th, 2025. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Dunes Memorial Chapel 
in Reedsport, OR.

DEATH 
NOTICES
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OFFICE HOURS
Siuslaw News office is closed to in-person service.

Call 541-997-3441 - Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY EDITION

General news releases, Classified line ads, Legal Notice
WEDNESDAY end of day one week prior.

Display ads, WEDNESDAY, 10 a.m. one week prior
Please submit press releases to

treed@countrymedia.net

NEWSPAPER
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
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6 months Subscription | $65
Monthly Subscription | $10

E-Edition Online Only
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Monthly Subscription | $9
Mail subscription includes E-Edition.

Website & E-Edition: TheSiuslawNews.com

OUR STAFF
Joe Warren | Director of Publication 

jwarren@countrymedia.net

Alyson Davis | Office Manager 
snofficemanager@countrymedia.net

Gary Winterholler | Multi-Media Sales Consultant 
541.902.3529 | gwinterholler@countrymedia.net 

Tony Reed | Editor 
541.902.3526 | treed@countrymedia.net

WHERE TO WRITE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY
The Siuslaw News welcomes Letters to the Editor and Guest View-
points as part of a community discussion of issues on the local, state 
and national level. Letters are subject to editing for length, grammar 
and clarity. Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and depends 
on space available and the volume of letters received.

Email letters to treed@countrymedia.net

TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION:
 Letters must address pertinent or timely issues of interest to our 
readers at-large. In addition:
• Letters reflect the opinion of the writer. The Siuslaw News cannot 
verify the accuracy of all statements made in letters. Authors should 
ensure any information is accurate, fair and not from second-hand 
knowledge or hearsay, and include sources where possible.
• Letters have a suggested 300-word limit and may be edited for 
grammar and clarity. Occasionally letters will be longer.
• Authors must sign their full name and include their street address 
(only city will be printed), as well as a daytime phone number and/
or email address for verification. The person who signs the letter 
must be the actual author. Siuslaw News does not accept anonymous 
Letters to the Editor.
• Siuslaw News will not print form letters, libelous letters, business 
promotions or personal disputes, poetry, open letters, letters espous-
ing religious views without reference to a current issue, or letters 
considered in poor taste. Letters also may not be part of letter-writing 
campaigns.
• Writers are limited to one published letter every two weeks.

TO SUBMIT TO THE SIUSLAW NEWS:
Emailed submissions are preferred. All letters need to include full 
name, address and phone number; only name and city will be print-
ed. Handwritten or typed letters must be signed.
The newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publisher and editor, 
reserves the right to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above 
criteria.

President Donald Trump
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414

TTY/TDD: 202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov

Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek
900 Court St., Suite 254
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047

503-378-4582
www.oregon.gov/gov

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden
202-224-5244 | 541-431-0229

www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley
202-224-3753 | 541-465-6750

www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. Rep. Val Hoyle (4th Dist.)
202-225-6416

www.hoyle.house.gov

State Sen. Dick Anderson 
(Dist. 5) 

503-986-1705
 Email: Sen.DickAnderson@

oregonlegislature.gov

State Rep. Boomer Wright 
(Dist. 9)

PO Box 39000 Florence, OR 
97439
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Lane County Dist. 1
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Florence City Council
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LETTERS

ONLINE POLL

Go to our main page at thesiuslawnews.com to vote and see poll results

LAST WEEK, WE ASKED: 
WHY DO YOU READ THE POLICE LOG IN THIS PAPER? RESULTS WERE:

I like to see if anything is happening in my neighborhood	�����������������������������������������������25%
I like to know what our local police deal with...............................................................................25%
I enjoy the odd and funny calls.................................................................................................................4.2%
All of the above................................................................................................................................................... 45.8%

THIS WEEK WE’RE ASKING:HOW ARE YOU 
FEELING ABOUT THE UPCOMING YEAR?

•	 Confident and positive
•	 Optimistic but cautious
•	 Pessimistic and not hopeful
•	 I don’t know how to feel

reported that someone had 
tried to cut through the 
chain-link fence to make 
access to the dugout at 
Miller Park.

At 4:39 p.m., a woman 
reported that she had been 
walking her dog in the 
area of Ocean dunes Drive 
when she was attacked by 
two coyotes and report-
edly sustained a concus-
sion and a bite to the leg.

To claim lost, found 
or recovered items at the 
police department, call 
541-997-3515.

Police
From Page A2

CITY OF FLORENCE AND LINCOLN 
PUD STORM RESPONSE

Throughout the year I hear people complaining about their 
City Taxes and Utility Bills. I personally think it’s unfounded. 
I look at the quick response by both after this last storm, and 
the dedication of those working in such conditions. I was a 
government worker for most of my life, and have lived in 
many places. I can say The City of Florence and the PUD are 
exceptional in what they do — more than any other place I 
have lived. I’ve at times had my difference of opinion with 
the City (like the 35th / Rhody development), but was always 
treated with respect and impartial advice on how to best pres-
ent my views. I would just like to thank all in the City for 
what they do, and also the efforts of the PUD, as like most of 
us — addicted to electricity — not knowing so until its gone. 
Best wishes and a Happy Holidays to them all. I, for one, feel 
thankful that they do what they do.

Sincerely
Steve Williams

TONY REED, EDITOR

By the time you read 
this, I should be fully 
moved into my Siuslaw 
News office (AKA home). 

This last month has 
been hectic, to say the 
least. Emptying this giant 
building while making 
room in my tiny home 
and working 40+ hours a 
week has not been easy, 
light or quick. Some 
aspects of the transition 
are still occurring.

Once all the changes 
are made, computers are 
switched over, calen-
dars are marked up, the 
Internet is secured and 
post-its are transferred, I’ll 
be managing the editorial 
content of this paper from 
home. It will be the short-
est commute of my life, 
in that I will simply rotate 
my chair 180 degrees 
from my home computer 
to my work computer.

In many ways, it will 
allow me more freedom 
to monitor and respond to 
local news, but will also 

apply many distractions 
I’ve never had at the 
office, like my neighbors, 
traffic noise and much 
less room to move. For 
over two years, it’s been 
my creative space, so I 
don’t yet know how I’ll 
feel about neglecting the 
guitars and photo equip-
ment that sit just an arm’s 
length away. It may take 
some getting used to.

However, a few read-
ers have informed me 
recently that their papers 
arrived late and that’s 
entirely on me. You 
see, I’ve been deliver-
ing the papers to the 
post offices in Florence, 
Mapleton, Westlake and 
local businesses since 
about Thanksgiving. I’ve 
certainly made some 
mistakes learning the 
route and have dropped 
off some bundles at the 
wrong post offices. While 
my brain isn’t fully 
functional at 4 a.m., I’m 
getting better and less 
foggy-minded about it. 
Please be patient with me 

until our regular driver 
returns next month.

Speaking of mistakes, 
I also know I’ve made 
some typos and word-
ing errors in my time 
here, as well as missing 
some other details in 
submissions.

An admission: Even 
after 25 years of news 
writing, I still have to 
look at my fingers when 
I type and am not a fast 
typist by any means. I 
recently tested whether 
voice-to-text would help 
me get through things 
like the police log faster, 
but it didn’t. Until it 
learns the difference 
between caller and col-
lar, rider and writer or 
Siuslaw and So used 
law, I would spend any 
saved time correcting 
homophones.

This year, all the 
retired English teachers 
will be happy to know 
I’ve enlisted some proof-
ing help so I can catch 
the mistakes I tend to 
overlook while reading 

my own copy.
Every reporter I’ve 

known has said it takes 
at least a year to get 
into the rhythm of a new 
job, but in many ways, 
I still feel like a rookie 
reporter after two years 
here. I’m still learning 
some dynamics, meet-
ing new people all the 
time and doing my best 
to be everywhere in a 
town that loves to hold 
meetings. 

This year, I resolve 
to accept help when 
it’s offered, make the 
effort to check then dou-
ble-check and just do 
better for this community. 
Collectively, I hope we 
can all resolve to com-
municate better, be more 
accepting of differences, 
recognize common goals 
and work to mitigate oth-
ers’ suffering wherever 
possible. 

As always, send any 
tips, questions, submis-
sions, letters and commu-
nity bulletins to treed@
countrymedia.net.

A resolution — and apology

Visit us at
www.polkio.com

Visit us at
www.polkio.com

www.thesiuslawnews.com

FIVE ALARM FIRE
Dear Florence City Council,
When a five alarm fire rings into a fire 

station that is in charge of putting it out, 
do those who should be prepared to act 
quickly sit around debating whether it’s a 
valid issue? Do they put it off and refuse 
to listen to anyone in the path of that fire, 
whose house is burning, whose children are 
unsafe? Climate change is a worldwide five 
alarm fire. We in our small town can do bet-
ter for our children than refusing to address 
this issue head on. The science is clear. The 
danger is real. Mike Allen has been knock-
ing on your door and sounding the alarm for 
the better part of six years. When will you 
answer the call?

Mark A. Levy
Florence
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A weekly roundup of shopping,
 savings and doings around town.

 

Call today to reserve your rental  

equipment located at  

 1550 6th Street & HWY 101 

Rentals are available on a daily, 

 weekly and monthly basis. 

Call 541-997-2653  

OPEN: MONDAY – FRIDAY 

8AM TO 5PM 

Honda Portable generators provide 
quiet power for camping, RVing, 

tailgating and more. 
Honda Home generators offer  

convenient,  
reliable back up power for outages. 

Honda Work generators are the 
number one choice in the  

construction and rental  industry. 

Florence Saw Shop is proud to be a 
qualified elite retailer of the Stihl 

product line. 

Our friendly and Certified Gold   
Technician is always ready to help you 
select the equipment that meets your 

specific needs.  

Your equipment comes fully  

assembled and ready to use.  

Repair Center 

Have a piece of equipment with 
a small engine that needs a  

tune-up, needs rebuilt, or just 
isn’t running like it should?  

Bring it into our small engine 
repair shop for a quote.  

We also sharpen chains. 

1550 6th St. & Hwy 101 541-997-9424
Monday—Saturday  10-5

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Get Results...List With Melody
Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-2151

89510 Hwy 101 #26 
$60,000

2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 784 SqFt. 
Recently upgraded fiber-
glass doors, shower, lam-
inate flooring, windows, 
ceiling fans, shed and car-
port. #3694-555498165

This message brought to you by:

If you would like to meet them or any of their friends, 
please visit us at:

OREGON COAST HUMANE SOCIETY
2840 Rhododendron Drive • Florence • 541-997-4277

www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org 
Shelter hours are 10am until 4pm • seven days a week.

Pet of the Week

SALSA
Salsa came to OCHS as part of the “Spicy” group and is still learning that 

humans can be pretty great. A little shy at first, Salsa is slowly warming 
up and letting her personality shine through. It’s been wonderful to watch 
Salsa gain confidence, explore her surroundings, and show off a playful, 
curious, and sweet side. With patience, love, and a calm home, Salsa is 
ready to find a forever family where she can continue to grow and thrive, 
with just a hint of spice to keep things interesting.

Councilors Bill Meyer 
and Sally Wantz were also 
sworn in under the oath of 
office and took their seats 
at the Dias. Councilor Jo 
Beaudreau was appointed 
council vice president. 
Councilor Robert Carp 
was appointed council 
president. 

The council approved 
a request from the 
Florence Emergency 
Cold Weather Shelter 
Committee to make an 
alternate location avail-
able in town for overnight 
guests when freezing 
temperatures are pre-
dicted. City Manager 
Erin Reynolds said the 
committee had identified 
a location for a shelter 
at the Florence Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship, 
outside city limits and 
jurisdiction, but wanted 
approval for a backup 
location in town if needed. 

Reynolds noted that the 
city code dictates that 
the council may allow a 
warming shelter by any 
non-profit organization 
or religious institution 
when low temperatures 
or adverse weather condi-
tions endanger human life. 

“The city council has 
traditionally approved this 
organization … for the 
approximately October 
through April winter sea-
son and has looked at it 
every year.” Almost a year 
later, some local contro-
versy occurred when the 
council approved another 
request to use a shared 
building off Highway 101 
as an emergency cold 
weather shelter. 

The former Hoberg’s 
Muffler shop building, a 
long-standing landmark 
on Highway 101 through 
Florence, was removed, 
along with a neighboring 
building. 

According to City 
reports, the owner, Raycen 
Raines, was granted 
permission Jan. 6 to 

demolish the building 
and the neighboring Los 
Compadres building. The 
buildings were entirely 
removed. The properties 
have remained clear since. 

FEBRUARY
Western Lane Fire and 

EMS Authority personnel 
commemorated the new 
sign at one of the fire sta-
tions in Florence, Jan. 30, 
after it was renamed for a 
retired fire captain. 

Fire Station 2, located 
near 9th Street at the hos-
pital was renamed Capt. 
David Rossi Fire Station 
following his retirement 
in July 2024. At the retire-
ment ceremony, Chief 
Michael Schick said Rossi 
had not been told of the 
name change, which 
was apparent on his face 
when it was announced. 
Rossi and other fire and 
medical personnel were 
on hand Jan. 30 after the 
new sign was affixed to 
the building. Rossi started 
his first responder career 
as a volunteer firefighter 
in Mapleton in 1982 and 
served in many depart-
ment positions, receiving 
many awards for his fire 
and medical response 
service.

A visible crack in 
the outer surface of the 
Heceta Head Lighthouse 
generated some concern, 
but Oregon Parks and 
Recreation officials said it 
poses no immediate threat 
to the structure. 

The 10-foot-long crack 
is located on the south 
side of the structure, 
below the cupola.

“We are aware of the 
crack on the exterior of 
the lighthouse and have 
had our historical archi-
tecture project manager 
out to assess it,” she said. 
“We are monitoring it 
regularly for changes, 
but right now it is cos-
metic and only within the 
outer ‘layer’ of brick and 
stucco.”

Brian McBeth, historic 
architecture project man-
ager with Oregon Parks 
and Recreation noted that 
the crack has been under 
observation for about 
eight years, but it’s not 
certain what caused it.

He said that since 
the structure is made of 

unreinforced masonry 
and is a historic structure, 
it would be essentially 
impossible to remediate.

“It’s not like we can 
wrap it in steel and install 
a bunch of seismic brac-
ing, so we’re just going 
to deal with it,” he said. 
“It’s survived for as long 
as it has and it will likely 
survive for another hun-
dred-plus years…” 

The 2025 Winter 
Music Fest sold out 
the Florence Events 
Center for a three-day 
performance. Put on by 
Florence Arts, Culture and 
Entertainment (FACE), 
the production featured 
performances by Della 
Mae, Henhouse Prowlers, 
Kristen Grainger and 
True North Crying Uncle 
Bluegrass Band, Tony 

Furtado and Luke Price, 
Whiskey Deaf, Thunder & 
Rain, Cascade Bluegrass 
and Nechville Banjos. 

‘Golden/Yellowstone’ 
sculpture sold. The City 
of Florence’s Art Exposed 
Rotating Outdoor Art 
Gallery announces the sale 
of “Golden/Yellowstone,” 
by artist Rick True, to the 
Port of Siuslaw. 

The sculpture of a 
golden trout has been 
rotating above the land-
scaping at the Highway 
101 and Highway 126 
intersection since June 
as part of Art Exposed 
ReVision Florence. The 
Port made the decision 
to purchase “Golden/
Yellowstone” during the 
Jan. 15 meeting of the 
Port of Siuslaw Board of 
Commissioners.

Garbage filled over 2 
dump trucks after a con-
tracted crew from Eugene 
spent two days cleaning 
up two days cleaning up 
trash left in a network of 
homeless campsites off 
Highway 126. 

Greg Coakley, Director 
of Operations with 
Hazmat One LLC., said 
the city contracted the 
company to clean up the 
camp Feb. 3 and 4. Noting 
that the company regu-
larly cleans camps in the 
Eugene area and others, 
he said cleanup was com-
pleted in just over a day. 

Asked what types of 
materials warranted a 
hazmat operation over 
a public works project, 
Coakley said, “Oh, nee-
dles, poop buckets, pee 
buckets, and of course, all 
the trash.” 

Now-retired public 
works director Mike 
Miller said the cleanup 
was unrelated to the com-
pletion of the Estuary 
Trail, as the two are on 
different sides of Munsel 
Creek. He said from the 
trail, one would not have 
been able to see the debris 
left in the other sites. 

Miller said the total area 
affected by campsites is 
over an acre in size. 

Flock Cameras have 
received growing atten-
tion this past year, but in 
February, the Florence 
City Council unanimously 
approved a grant appli-
cation from the Three 
Rivers Foundation in the 
amount of $33,250.00 for 
the purchase of five Flock 
cameras and two years 
of service. At the Feb. 
3 meeting, Police Chief 
John Pitcher told council-
ors that the solar-powered 
camera has been in place 
about a year and has been 
a valuable tool, especially 
when working with other 
law enforcement agencies. 

Flock cameras have 
been brought up several 
times at public meetings 
since then. 

2026 will begin with a 
Jan. 5 special meeting of 
the City Council to dis-
cuss Flock cameras, fol-
lowing concerns aired by 
Sen. Ron Wyden and oth-
ers, regarding the poten-
tial misuse of Flock data 
for citizen tracking and 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. 

The Oregon Coast 
Humane Society entered 
into a contract to acquire 
Oceanside Veterinary 
Clinic. According to an 
OCHS report, the acquisi-
tion will allow OCHS to 
transfer current veterinary 
operations to the facility 
at 1739 22nd Street. 

The hometown shelter 
will first concentrate on 
transferring current ser-
vices for shelter pets to 
the new facility. “OCHS 
does not anticipate serving 
privately-owned animals 
in 2025, and maybe not 
even 2026, depending on 
how the process goes.” 
OCHS Director Elizabeth 
Thompson said at the time. 

Review
From Page A1

See REVIEW, Page A5

The Former Hoberg’s Muffler Shop location has 
been an empty lot since January 2025. 

The brilliant trout sculpture moved from the 
Highway 101/126 intersection to the Port of 
Siuslaw where it still swims through the air. 
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Do you part and volunteer today to help 
support these organizations in our community.

Peace Harbor Volunteers

DOING GOOD . GIVING BACK
VOLUNTEER AT PEACEHEALTH PEACE HARBOR MEDICAL CENTER
Do you have a desire to serve your community? Peace Harbor 
Medical Center may be the place for you. At Peace Harbor, we strive 
to provide compassionate, high quality, accessible health care and 
to promote a healthy community. We value having community 
volunteers in various aspects throughout the healthcare system. 

For more information and to obtain an application 
visit the Gift Shop or Front Lobby Desk at 

Peace Harbor Medical  Center at 400 9th Street, Florence, Oregon. 

Us Too Florence

Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who 
understands!”
541-997-6626 • maribob@oregonfast.net 
www.ustooflorence.org

To include your 
organization in 

this directory 
please call us 

@ 541-997-3441

MARCH 
Stand Down serves 

over 100. Over 100 
people, many with pets, 
came through the Siuslaw 
Veteran and Community 
Stand Down Feb. 22 
to take advantage of a 
variety of services and 
resources.  

A tally at the end of the 
event showed 106 people 
attended, 47 of whom 
were U.S. Veterans. 

Staff at the registration 
table said the most-re-
quested services related 
to pets, haircuts and 
dentistry. 

Many others left the 
event with food, sleeping 
bags, clothing and per-
sonal items. 

The best of the best 
community resources 
came to bear here,” said 
Pastor Rick Chilton, “but 
that’s not the end of the 
story because every per-
son who came here will 
have a follow-up call. 
We’ll ask, ‘Did you find 
everything you were look-
ing for, and if not, we’re 
going on a mission to 
help them.” Chaplain Rick 
recognized and thanked 
the Elks Lodge for the use 
of its facilities to hold the 
Stand Down, as well as 
its kitchen and thrift store 
to provide food and offer 
clothing to those who 
needed it. While the Stand 
Down was originally 
enacted for veterans, the 
Florence event has been 
expanded to help anyone 
in need. 

An 86 room, 4-story 
hotel to be located in the 
open area across from the 
Florence Events Center 
passed the design review 
hurdle after years of 
planning. 

The Florence Planning 
Commission approved the 
request, with conditions 
during a regular meeting 
March 4, which lasted 
about four hours. 

The Siuslaw Estuary 
Trail opened just down 
the hill from the site of 
the hotel groundbreaking, 

City Manager Erin 
Reynolds noted that 
the trail lies within the 
Florence Urban Renewal 
Agency Boundaries. The 
trailhead and parking lot 
property were secured 
over five years before.

Jesse Beers, Cultural 
Stewardship Manager 
for the Tribes, said inter-
pretive signs will share 
some of the native lan-
guage of the Siuslaw. He 
noted spoke of the area 
where the creek enters 
the river, noting that its 
Siuslaw name, trans-
lated into English means 
“canoes get stuck place.” 
Asked later about the 
first ideas for an Estuary 
trail, Miller said it has 
been on the City’s mind 
since about 1999. In 2012, 
the city’s comprehen-
sive plan highlighted the 
need for such a trail and 
the city developed a 
vision for the trail in 
2013. Miller said that the 
original trail design had 
input from local Native 
American tribes, the 
Army Corps of Engineers, 

birding enthusiasts and 
walking groups, among 
others. The trail is just 
over a quarter mile long 
and connects Quince 
Street south of the Event 
Center to the edge of 
Highway 126 next to 
Munsel Creek. From 126, 
park at the lot west of the 
car wash, walk over the 
bridge and turn left. 

APRIL
CROW allegations 

declared unfounded. 
A third-party investiga-
tive firm said it found 
“no substantial evidence 
of criminal activity or 
systemic mistreatment 
within CROW (Children’s 
Repertory of Oregon 
Workshops, Inc.) The 
investigation summary by 
Gunderson Services of 
Portland, noted that it was 
hired to conduct a limited 
and targeted investigation 
into specific allegations 
made against CROW, its 
staff and volunteers. The 
company investigated 
“any claim for which 
criminal or civil action 
could be brought.” When 
asked, Florence Police 
Chief John Pitcher said 
his department had not 
conducted any investiga-
tion of CROW. 

“Numerous complaints 
cited negative experi-
ence related to body 
image, harassment and 
inappropriate conduct. 
While some claims were 
addressed with policy 
changes and staff training, 
others lacked sufficient 
detail for conclusive 
findings. CROW has cre-
ated an online reporting 
form and has adopted a 
whistleblower policy to 
enhance transparency and 
accountability.”

Gazebo removed and 
replaced. After serving 
for many years in coastal 
weather, the covered 
Gazebo in Old Town was 
removed to make way for 
a new one. The new one 
was not as tall, making it 
more accessible. The new 
one was installed by July 
2, due to weather issues. 

A single male killer 
whale was seen swim-
ming up to Siuslaw 
River by several resi-
dents according to local 
reports, the whale turned 
around somewhere near 
the Coast Guard Station. 
The Oregon Coast Killer 
Whale monitoring pro-
gram confirmed it to be 
T051, a 24-year-old that 
had been seen on several 
occasions while swim-
ming along the coastline. 
T051 and T049A2 made 
headlines after they spent 
44 days in a lake in 
Alaska. 

Banned book. The 
Siuslaw School District 
Board voted that a con-
troversial book should 
be removed from the 
school library, as it was 
found to revolve around 
a teen protagonist facing 
harassment and pressure 
at school for being gay. 
While the controversy 
continues on social media 
as to whether it was cor-
rect to remove the book, 
the attention has surely 
prompted more people to 
read it themselves. 

At the District Board 
meeting, several speakers 
asserted that banning the 
book deprives students 
of the ability to read and 
judge for themselves, 
while discrediting the 
authors’ First Amendment 
freedoms of expression. 
Asked afterward if the 
book is “banned” from 
students at Siuslaw High 
School, Grzeskowiak con-
firmed that it had simply 
been removed from the 
school’s library, but is not 
against the rules for stu-
dents to read or possess. 
The book and its removal 
came up several times at 
subsequent meetings and 
election forums. 

MAY
Florence Events 

Center filled to the walls 
for the 2025 Coronation 
of the King of the Coast 
and Queen Rhododendra. 
Following talent, formal 
wear and impromptu 
questions, Joel Sissel 
and Ashlyn Hart were 
crowned King and 
Queen. Hart and Sissell 
also received the $750 
Ambassador Scholarship, 
presented individually, for 
going above and beyond 
in their public interactions 
since joining the Rhody 
Court. 

Rhododendron Days in 
Florence was one event 
after another, with the 
Kid Parade, Car Show, 
Quilt Show, Car Cruise, 
Carnival and Rhody Run 
leading up to the two-hour 
long Rhododendron Days 
Parade. 

 All along the almost 
two-mile route, parade 
watchers lined the west 
sidewalk to see everything 
from live music to march-
ing bands to traditional 
Mexican dancers to the 
Rhody Court royalty to a 
giant CROW perched on 
an ATV. Grand Marshal 
Wayne Sharpe had a 
prominent seat in a vin-
tage convertible, followed 
by Florence First Citizen 
Carol Bennett. 

The Florence Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
estimated this year’s 
parade featured 85 entries. 

JUNE 
Safety Fee. At its reg-

ular meeting June 2, the 
Florence City Council 
voted to adopt a Public 
Safety Fee to maintain and 
sustain current staffing 

levels at Florence Police 
Department. 

Justification for the new 
fee was, by no means 
simple and was the result 
of several meetings by the 
council, budget committee 
and city staff. The goal of 
the public safety fee is to 
raise $1.2 million annu-
ally, to go toward public 
safety services. Police 
Chief John Pitcher noted 
that Florence Dispatch 
covers the entire coast 
region’s fire, medical and 
police needs, and has seen 
an increase in volumes 
over the past couple years. 
Comparing current rates 
to the proposed 2025 
2026 budget showed a 
total increase as of July 
1 at 6% with an addi-
tional total city service 
increase of 8% on January 
1.  On the second year, 
the increase will amount 
to 5% over current rates. 
At its Nov. 17 meeting, 
the council approved the 
second step in a funding 
plan which will increase 
the fee from $5 to $15, 
starting Jan. 1.

Construction started 

on the Siuslaw Pioneer 
Museum’s long-antici-
pated west wall recon-
struction initiative, a 
major capital project 
aimed at preserving 
the museum’s historic 
structure and the arti-
facts within. The project 
addressed a growing dry 
rot issue that has affected 
the siding and structural 
framing of the muse-
um’s west wall. Repair 
of the wall will ensure 
the preservation of the 
museum’s thousands of 
historical artifacts, which 
document more than 150 
years of the lives of native 
peoples, pioneers, home-
steaders and settlers of 
the area. Built in 1905 as 
one of Florence’s original 
schools, the museum’s 
current home has long 
been a cornerstone of Old 
Town. The west wall proj-
ect marks the museum’s 
second major restoration 
effort in recent years, 
following the successful 
south wall reconstruction 
completed in 2024.

Over 90 people came 
to the Florence Events 
Center June 9 to attend the 
Tsunami 101 Roadshow 
where they heard the sci-
ence of quakes and tsuna-
mis and tips for surviving 
everything from a small 
event to a major Cascadia 
Quake. 

The two-hour event 
featured information about 
how tsunamis are formed, 
the difference between a 
distant tsunami and a local 
tsunami and how much 
time coastal residents may 
have to respond.

Before the evening 
presentation, tsunami and 
geological experts spent 
the day training local 

government personnel. 
Assistant City Manager 
Megan Messmer explained 
the components of the 
Western Lane Emergency 
Operations Group, and 
its mission to educate, 
promote and implement 
actions to eliminate or 
reduce long-term risk to 
human life and property 
from the effects of natural 
and man-made hazards.

JULY
The 4th of July brought 

tons of visitors out to sit 
under clear skies for the 
fireworks display over 
the Port of Siuslaw. The 
number of attendees was 
evidenced by the fact that 
some walked all the way 
from Safeway for lack of 
parking anywhere in or 
around Old Town. The 
display ended with a loud 
round of applause from all 
who attended. 

Lotus Building. At its 
regular July 21 meeting, 
the Florence City Council 
approved a change to the 
Florence City Code to 
“allow continued use of a 
nonconforming structure 
with a nonconforming 
use in the Development 
Estuary District until the 
structure is converted to 
a conforming use.” While 
it sounds complicated, 
it’s specific to the former 
Lotus Building and other 
applicable structures. 

The adjustment allows 
the building to conform 
to Development Estuary 
codes. At its regular meet-
ing Feb. 24, the Council 
voted unanimously to 
approve the amendment of 
a comprehensive plan dia-
gram and a zoning change 
that will allow the owner 
of the former Lotus build-
ing to potentially renovate 
the former Lotus building 
to house 16 residential 
apartments. 

While residents have 
been using the building’s 
parking lot since the 
building became vacant in 
2003, it is now cordoned 
off for construction rea-
sons and is not open to 
public parking.

A tsunami warning 
triggered by an 8.8 quake 
off the coast of Russia 
July 30 didn’t result in 
any measurable difference 
in Florence. Western Lane 

Fire and EMS Authority 
Chief Michael Schick said 
that overall, the evening 
wasn’t that exciting for 
first responders. Assistant 
City Manager Megan 
Messmer said she received 
notice of the quake right 
after it happened. 

“It was an information 
statement that basically 
said, ’stay tuned,’ she said. 
She said she kept the uni-
fied command team aware 

Review
From Page A4

See REVIEW, Page A6

City Councilor Mike 
Webb was appointed 
to the City Council in 
March following the 
resignation of former 
councilor Bill Meyer. 

Crowned in May, Joel Sissel and Ashlyn Hart are 
the King of the Coast and Queen Rhododendra 
and will remain so until the next coronation. 

The First No Kings protest was one of many 
held in Florence, including one held in memory 
of slain activist Charlie Kirk. 

A spectacular July 4 fireworks display was held 
under perfect skies in 2025
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Sean Hummel, Sales & Finance

Come take a look at 
our ever changing 
inventory!

Serving the entire Oregon Coast.  
Staff ed locally with factory trained professionals.

Residential and Commercial 
Garage Door Installation.

541.997.5008 
www.overheaddoor-eugene.com

CCB# 50460Overhead Door Company of Th e Oregon Coast™

“We’re next to the bridge”
100 Hwy 101

Florence, OR 97439

COAST  
REAL ESTATE

(541) 997-7777
cbcoast.com

9363 HWY 126 MAPLETON
Fully remodeled cottage in the trees in the sunbelt 9 miles east of 
Florence. This charming space has all new flooring, vinyl windows, 
new paint, and remodeled kitchen with new appliances. Both 
bathrooms have been entirely updated and a new mini split HVAC 
was added for cooling and heating. Enjoy the feeling of the being in 
the woods on your .48 acre parcel, but close enough to town to use 
all amenities Florence has to offer. This is a one of a kind property 
that you’ll enjoy seeing. View it today, don’t let this one get away! 
$399,000. #12761/24354478

FEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEKFEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

as reports were monitored 
and updates were sent out 
until the final cancellation 
at 10:40 a.m. Wednesday. 
No major damages or 
injuries were reported on 
the Oregon Coast.

AUGUST
Florence Emergency 

Cold Weather Shelter 
Committee (FECWSC) 
announced the Bridges 
Program of Florence 
has closed due to the 
lease ending and uncer-
tain future funding. The 
20-unit emergency shelter 
was funded by a state and 
county All In grant from 
December 2023 people - 
June 2025. 

Despite the unfortunate 
closure of Western Lane’s 
only emergency shelter, 
many people’s lives were 
positively impacted and 
significant resources were 
spent within the com-
munity for the facility 
infrastructure, construc-
tion, staffing and ongoing 
supplies.

Over 46 guests were 
assisted in the program 
over the 18-month period 
with 35% attaining more 
stable housing. By the end 
of the program, all the 
current guests had income 
through jobs or SSI. All 
guests were assisted in 
signing up for housing 
lists as well as obtaining 
driver’s licenses, birth cer-
tificates and other services 
needed for stability.

Florence Police 
Department will soon 
get a new patrol vehicle, 

following approval by the 
City Council in August. 
Now retired public works 
director Mike Miller said 
several of the depart-
ment’s vehicles have 
had to be taken out of 
service due to a crash, 
high mileage and mechan-
ical issues. While the 
price for the car alone is 
$50,092,  Police overhead 
lights, radar, and systems 
package, including instal-
lation, from Lehr adds 
$19,499.46, bringing the 
total price to $69,591.46. 

Miller said the overall 
savings over a typical-
ly-equipped vehicle would 
be about $8,223. He said 
that when the budget was 
put together, the depart-
ment was expecting price 
increases and budgeted 
$100,000, under budget 
by $30,408.

Several local kids will 
likely remember August 
2025 for the time they 
got to go up in planes, 
fly around the Florence 
area and communicate 
with airport dispatch on 
the radio. Kids, age 8 to 
16, completed Florence 
Air Academy, a two-week 
course designed to intro-
duce them to career fields 
in aeronautics, travel, 
and more. Florence Air 
Academy is owned and 
operated by Terry and 
Winette Tomeny. Some 
of the class highlights 
included a visit by a Coast 
Guard helicopter crew, 
a visit to a Coast Guard 
boat, a trip to the Lane 
Community College Flight 
and Maintenance schools, 
a visit to the Police 
Station, flying remote 
control airplanes with 
a local RC Club, flying 

drones with a local expert, 
and even building and 
launching model rockets.

Eight planes went out 
to the runway together 
and took off only minutes 
apart, flying north. Kids 
were then flown over the 
Heceta Head Lighthouse, 
around to the area over 
Three Rivers Casino, over 
the Siuslaw River, Old 
Town, the Siuslaw River 
Bridge and the jetties 
before returning to the 
airport.

SEPTEMBER
Controversy over the 

July arrest of Oregon 
Coast Military Museum 
(former) director Geoffery 
Cannon led to a number 
of locals asking that he 
be fired immediately. 
Cannon was arrested for 
four counts of Sexual 
Abuse II, of a teenage 
girl. Controversy over the 
demands to fire Cannon 
and repercussions of a 
widely-shared meeting 
recording and petition cul-
minated in the resignation 
and replacement of the 
museum’s board of direc-
tors. The museum was 

also closed for some time. 
Cannon was sentenced to 
five years of probation 
in November, along with 
having to register as a 
sexual offender and dis-
continue all contact with 
the victim and her family. 

After 18 years with the 
City of Florence Public 
Works, the City Council 
and community members 
said goodbye to Director 
Mike Miller, whose last 
day was Sept. 28. City 
Manager Erin Reynolds 
reflected on Miller’s time 
in the department.

“Over the past 18 
years, Mike has shown 
unwavering dedica-
tion, leadership and an 
unyielding commitment 
to our community,” she 
said. “His contributions 
have not only elevated 
the standards of public 
works, but have left an 
indelible mark on the 
City of Florence.” August 
Murphy was assigned to 
serve as Interim Public 
Works Director during the 
transition.

Siuslaw Outreach 

Services’ (SOS) open-
ing of its Siuslaw Area 
Resource Center in 
Florence Sept. 22,brought 
over 200 people together 
at the site. SOS President 
Stephanie Restrepo and 
Project Chair Montee 
Kennedy said the center 
fulfills a dream years in 
the making, starting with 
an idea by former SOS 
president Kim Schwartz 
and Executive Director 
Bob Teter to come up 
with a single  regional 
resource center shared by 
multiple agencies serving 
people in need. Calling 
the facility “a one stop 
shop campus,” Teter said 
it will increase access 
and assistance for low 
income families and those 
in need. 

OCTOBER
The Facilities Advisory 

Committee went public 
with proposals for a bond 
to replace the current high 
school and make several 
necessary upgrades and 
repairs to the elementary 
school.

Noting that the pro-
cess is still in its early 
stages, Harklerode said 
two options exist when it 
comes to the most critical 
need at the high school.

“One is a larger 
replacement high school 
at 174,500 square feet,” 
he said. “The other one 
is a somewhat smaller 
school at 156,000 square 
feet.” During a presenta-
tion to the City Council, 
Harklerode said the 
school was built in 1970 
and when it was opened, 
it was meant for 350 to 
375 students. We rou-
tinely have more than 400 
students at the school.”

He said that while the 
school isn’t necessarily 
overcrowded, it does have 
some classroom capacity 
issues.

“I’d like to point out 
that school buildings 
should last longer than 55 

years,” he said. “This one 
didn’t, 

Harklerode noted every-
thing from seismic to 
security issues at the high 
school campus to security, 
traffic and age concerns 
with the Elementary 
School. 

Our Coastal Village 
President Layne Morrill 
updated the City Council 
on the progress of the 
Elm Park Early Learning 
Center, to be built soon, 
adjacent to the Elm Street 
Apartments, currently 
under construction north-
west of the Florence 
Justice Center.    

“We are expecting to 
be ready for our financial 
closing Nov. 15 and to 
start construction by the 
end of November,” he 
said. “That would allow 
us to be open for business 
on September 8, 2026, 
when the school year 
begins.” 

He explained that the 
center will feature four 
classrooms, two of which 
will be run by Head Start 
of Lane County, and two 
run by a community pro-
vider, serving those who 
are not eligible for Head 
Start.

“Overall, the main point 
is that this is a commu-
nity- originated, and com-
munity-activated project,” 
he said. Mayor Rob Ward 
said the issue reinforces 
the notion that one can-
not talk about providing 
housing in Florence with-
out addressing childcare 
challenges.

NOVEMBER
Siuslaw Valley Charter 

School announced that it 
is purchasing the former 
Rite-Aid building at the 
corner of Highway 101 
and 35th St., starting with 
K-3 classes, adding more 
over time until K-8 status 
is reached. 

At a joint workshop of 

Mike Miller retired after 18 years with the City of 
Florence, serving most recently as public works 
director. 

Residents, veterans, first responders and others welcomed Veterans home 
after they took the Honor Flight to Washington DC in October. 

Crowds lined the streets to pay tribute to US 
Veterans during the Veterans Day Parade in 
Florence. 

The fishing vessel Aleta passed under the raised Siuslaw River drawbridge 
a few times this summer, delighting nearby photographers. 

Review
From Page A5

See REVIEW, Page A7
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LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTERS
Tires • Brakes 

Shocks • Alignment

4325 Highway 101, Florence

541-997-7178

HOME OF THE BEST TIRE VALUE PROMISE 1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

3932 Spruce St. - $539,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1472 SqFt. Enclosed sunroom, 
RV parking with hookups, outdoor hobby room 
and tool shed with gardens. #3717-687208935

Adam Skinner , Sales

Come take a look at 
our ever changing 
inventory!

Siuslaw School District 
(SSD) and Siuslaw Valley 
Charter School (SVCS) 
boards Oct. 29, direc-
tors discussed plans for 
the school and voiced 
concerns about timing, 
recording of SVCS board 
meetings, and the even-
tual expansion from k-3 
to k-8 classical education. 
SVCS Chief Operating 
Officer JenniferWaggoner 
said the SVCS board is 
confident that it will be 
able to open Whitmore 
Classical Academy next 
fall, serving grades kin-
dergarten through 3rd. 

During a tour of the 
building, Waggoner and 
Director Chuck Trent 
showed where the build-
ing’s classrooms, parking, 
entries and playground 
will be located.

DECEMBER
After long discussion, 

the Florence City Council 
approved a request from 
Florence Emergency 
Cold Weather Shelter 
Committee (FECWSC) to 
operate an overnight shel-
ter in winter months when 
temperatures are forecast 
below 34 degrees or 38 
degrees during windy, 

rainy nights. The location, 
4480 Highway 101, is 
next to the Muffler Works 
building. FECWSC Chair 
Taylor Kohn noted that 
the shelter would be for 
nights when cold weather 
could actually threaten a 
human life, and that the 
shelter would use drivers 
to pick guests up from 
various locations around 

the city.
“This year, we have a 

good, solid team of paid 
staff and backup unpaid 
staff, she said. We feel 
pretty comfortable with 
our security and over-
sight.” She noted that 
guests would not be able 
to come and go during 
overnight hours. All 
guests must be out of the 

shelter by 8 a.m. 
Controversy followed 

with contrasting views 
of what the shelter 
could bring to the area. 
Councilor Robert Carp 
said no one had presented 
the idea to neighbors in 
the area, and asserted that 
serving homeless people 
often results in pollution 
and damage. Councilor 
Sally Wantz disagreed, 
saying cold shelter guests 
have not caused damage 
or issues in previous 
winters. 

An 86-room Wyndham 
Microtel-branded hotel 
broke ground in the field 
across from the Florence 
Events Center Dec. 9. 
Just before the end of the 
year, ground was broken 
at the site and developer 
Matt Braun repeated that 

the plan will be to open 
the hotel for business in 
Spring 2027. 

The concept of putting 
a hotel on the site of the 
former middle school 
goes back to the time the 
events center was being 
built, as was stated at the 
groundbreaking Dec. 9.

“We built that building 
30 years ago over there,” 
Mayor Rob Ward said, 
pointing at the events cen-
ter, “with the anticipation 
of having a hotel over 
here, and well, it finally 
got here.”

At year’s end, Florence 
had just gone through a 
heavy wind and rain storm 
that brought down trees, 
caused power outages and 
damage around the city. 
At press time, forecasts 
called for more rain. 

City and planning Staff along with FURA reps and former councilors, 
shoveled sand to kick off construction of a new hotel across from the 
Events Center. The hotel opening is projected for spring 2027. 

Review
From Page A6

More Lighthouse holiday photos
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Justin Young
Broker

Alva Bracey
Broker

Aric Sneddon
Broker

John Barnett
Broker

Dani Flescher
Broker

Jack Johnson
Broker

Andy Johnson
Principal Broker/Owner

Lynnette Wikstrom
Broker

Missy Johnson
Broker

Shirley Hunt
Principal Broker

Randy Paredes
Broker

Ryan Denning
Broker

Sadie Clark
Broker

Sam Johnson
Broker

Wanda Johnson
Broker

“We’re next to the Bridge”
100 Hwy. 101, Florence, OR

COAST REAL ESTATE

541-997-7777
Servicing Florence Since 1956

NEW PROPERTIES AND UPDATES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 31, 2025

Like new home in private Woahink Lake 
neighborhood. Shared community dock. 

Sold fully furnished. 3 Bed/2 Bath. 2008 SF
$799,000$799,000

83591 SAUTER DRIVE

Surrounded by lush vegetation for 
privacy. Hardwood floors throughout. 

3 Bed/2 Bath, 1568 SF
$469,900$469,900

4948 OCEANA DR.

Charming townhome w/hdwd floors 
and fireplace. In sought after golf 

course community. 1 Bed/1 Bath, 921 SF
$399,500$399,500

2014 ROYAL ST. GEORGES DR.

Impeccably maintained Willow Dunes 
home. Fully fenced w/ low maintenance 

landscaping. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2199 SF
$739,500$739,500

2131 WILLOW LOOP

Cozy Idylewood cottage on a corner lot. 
Dead end street w/ private backyard. 
3 Bed/2 Bath, 1084 SF. 3 car garage.

$399,999$399,999

87803 SANDRIFT ST.

Coastal ranch on 22 creekfront acres. 
NW designed custom home. Shop w/ 

full bath. 2 + Bed/3 Bath, 2952 SF

$950,000$950,000

18156 HIGHWAY 36 • BLACHLY

Great opportunity in Florentine 
Estates. Double garage. 
2 Bed/2 Bath. 1620 SF

$385,000$385,000

507 ROBIN LANE

Largest of the 1 BD units. Granite counters 
in kitchen and big pantry. Designated 

parking. 1 Bed/1.5 Bath, 960 SF
$389,000$389,000

211 HARBOR ST. #22

Construction beginning soon!  
Sandpines gated community. Golf & 
pond views. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 2157 SF.

$824,500$824,500

TROON CIRCLE #500

Bay Bridge Condo with River views. 
Covered porch. Dedicated parking space 
and storage unit. 2 Bed/2 Bath. 1048 SF

$439,000$439,000

1080 BAY ST. #19

Cozy home with LVP flooring, ductless 
heat pump & large living room. 

3 Bed/2 Bath, 1539 SF
$329,997$329,997

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#694

Triple-wide manufactured home. 
Manicured landscaping. Two workshops 

and RV port. 2 Bed/2 Bath, 1836 SF
$398,000$398,000

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#673 

22 AC. Riverfront Log Home 
3 Bed/2 Bath, 2626 SF

$1,599,997$1,599,997

12212 E MAPLETON RD., 
MAPLETON

2 story luxury home w/ incredible views 
of the ocean. Tongue and groove vaulted 

ceilings. 5 Bed/2.5 Bath, 3378 SF

$1,299,999$1,299,999

21 TWIN TREE CT.

Stunning new custom home with 
panoramic river and ocean views. 3 

Bed/2.5 Bath, 2275 SF,

$1,150,000$1,150,000

26 COAST GUARD RD.

1993 Golden West double-wide. New 
roof in 2024. All appliances included. 

2 Bed/2 Bath, 1080 SF
$310,000$310,000

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#654

Near scenic North Jetty. Open layout fills 
home with natural light. .56 acre offers large 

yard and privacy. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1248 SF
$349,500$349,500

87987 WOODLANDS DR.

Eye catching custom built home in 
Rhodo View Dunes. Wrap around porch. 

3 Bed/3 Bath, 2482 SF.
$649,900$649,900

3636 OCEAN VIEW DR.

Breathtaking river and dune views from 
almost every room. Covered patio & hot 

tub. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2094 SF.
$635,000$635,000

3315 RHODODENDRON

Rare & coveted income opportunity! 
Leased thru 3/31/2028. Professional 

office interior. 4900 SF.
$675,000$675,000

2230 KINGWOOD ST.

Rare offering. Quaint Bay St. building 
currently rented. Prime location on 

“Restaurant Row”. Shown by appt. only.
$392,500$392,500

1277 BAY STREET

Building for sale. 120 FT of Highway 
frontage & ample off street parking. 

$600,000$600,000

2217 HWY 101

Kitchen Klutter business opportunity- 
includes inventory, fixtures and furniture.

$225,000 $225,000 

1258 BAY ST. 

Spacious and versatile commercial 
property in prime central location. 

Former SOS building.
$588,000$588,000

1576 12TH ST. 
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JIM HOBERG,
ABR,ABRM,CRS, 
GRI, SRES, GREEN
Broker/Owner
• • •

• RESIDENTIAL • LAND • COMMERCIAL • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT •

541.997.7653
Toll Free 1-866-967-7653

visit us online at www.jimhoberg.com or www.wcresi.com

sales@wcresi.com 
rentals@wcresi.com

1870 Highway 126, 
Florence, OR 97439

Tide Table
Siuslaw River Entrance saltwatertides.com

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31
Low ..........2:19 a.m. .........4.0
High .........8:34 a.m. .........8.7
Low ......... 4:03 p.m. ........-0.6
High ....... 10:54 p.m. ........6.3

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1
Low ..........3:31 a.m. .........4.2  
High .........9:33 a.m. .........9.0  
Low ......... 4:57 p.m. ........-1.2
High ....... 11:50 p.m. ........6.7

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
Low ..........4:37 a.m. .........4.1
High ........10:30 a.m. ........9.2
Low ......... 5:48 p.m. ........-1.5

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
High ........12:39 a.m. ........7.1 
Low ..........5:35 a.m. .........3.8 
High ........11:24 a.m. ........9.2
Low ......... 6:35 p.m. ........-1.7

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4
High .........1:23 a.m. .........7.4 
Low ..........6:30 a.m. .........3.5 
High ....... 12:16 p.m. ........9.1
Low ......... 7:18 p.m. ........-1.6

MONDAY, JANUARY 5
High .........2:04 a.m. .........7.5 
Low ..........7:21 a.m. .........3.1 
High ........ 1:06 p.m. .........8.7
Low ......... 7:59 p.m. ........-1.2

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6
High .........2:44 a.m. .........7.7 
Low ..........8:12 a.m. .........2.9 
High ........ 1:56 p.m. .........8.1
Low ......... 8:38 p.m. ........-0.7

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7
High .........3:22 a.m. .........7.7 
Low ..........9:04 a.m. .........2.6 
High ........ 2:46 p.m. .........7.3
Low ......... 9:14 p.m. .........0.1

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
High .........3:58 a.m. .........7.7 
Low ..........9:58 a.m. .........2.5 
High ........ 3:37 p.m. .........6.5
Low ......... 9:50 p.m. .........1.0

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9
High .........4:34 a.m. .........7.7 
Low .........10:56 a.m. ........2.3 
High ........ 4:35 p.m. .........5.8
Low ........ 10:26 p.m. ........1.9

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
High .........5:11 a.m. .........7.6  
Low .........11:59 a.m. ........2.1 
High ........ 5:44 p.m. .........5.2
Low ........ 11:04 p.m. ........2.9

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
High .........5:50 a.m. .........7.4  
Low ......... 1:06 p.m. .........1.9  
High ........ 7:13 p.m. .........4.9
Low ........ 11:50 p.m. ........3.7

MONDAY, JANUARY 12
High .........6:35 a.m. .........7.3 
Low ......... 2:12 p.m. .........1.6 
High ........ 9:00 p.m. .........5.0

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13
Low .........12:54 a.m. ........4.4 
High .........7:29 a.m. .........7.3 
Low ......... 3:13 p.m. .........1.2
High ....... 10:24 p.m. ........5.4

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
Low ..........2:13 a.m. .........4.7 
High .........8:26 a.m. .........7.4 
Low ......... 4:05 p.m. .........0.8
High ....... 11:14 p.m. ........5.8

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15
Low ..........3:24 a.m. .........4.7 
High .........9:21 a.m. .........7.6 
Low ......... 4:49 p.m. .........0.4
High ....... 11:50 p.m. ........6.1

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16
Low ..........4:20 a.m. .........4.6 
High ........10:09 a.m. ........7.8 
Low ......... 5:28 p.m. .........0.1

Happy Holidays & Thank 
You for Supporting

Local Journalism

To all of our subscribers, 
advertisers and supporters, 

thank you for your 
dedication to preserving the 

vital reporting that helps 
keep our communities 

and country informed and 
protected. Your trust and 

continued support are 
essential to the future of 

local newspapers!

The Oregon School 
Activities Association 
Executive Board has 
approved the leagues and 
classifications for sports 
in Oregon’s high schools 
for the next four-year 
time block.

In a 13-1 vote Monday, 
the Executive Board 
largely went with the 
final recommendation of 
OSAA’s Classification 
and Districting 
Committee, making three 
changes, none which 
directly impact the South 
Coast schools.

Marshfield and North 

Bend will remain in 
the Class 4A Sky-Em 
League, with a few new 
members after adjust-
ments to the enrollment 
range for the classifi-
cation moved several 
schools up from Class 3A 
to Class 4A.

Cottage Grove, 
Junction City and Marist 
Catholic remain in the 
league and Elmira returns 
after spending the current 
time block as a Class 3A 
school. South Umpqua 
also moves up to join the 
league.

Also moving up 

to Class 4A are 
Taft (Oregon West 
Conference), North 
Valley (Skyline 
Conference) and Valley 
Catholic (Cowapa 
League), which all 
had representatives 
several times ask the 
Classification and 
Districting Committee to 
leave them in Class 3A. 
Both Banks (Cowapa 
League) and Cascade 
Christian (Skyline 
Conference) requested to 
move up to Class 4A for 
the next time block.

One of the changes by 

the Executive Board was 
a slight change to the 
upper end of the Class 
4A enrollment scale that 
moved both Henley and 
Cascade back into Class 
4A after the final rec-
ommendation had them 
moving up to 5A.

Because of that change, 
the Executive Board also 
went back to an earlier 
proposal with the three 
remaining 5A schools 
in Southern Oregon 
(Eagle Point, Ashland 
and Crater) as part of 
a 6A-5A hybrid league 
with South Medford, 

North Medford, Grants 
Pass and Roseburg. Eagle 
Point and Ashland repre-
sentatives had asked the 
committee not to include 
them in a hybrid league 
with teams they would 
rarely or never play 
against in any sports. 
They have been in a 
league with the Eugene-
area 5A schools the past 
four years and those 
schools will now be part 
of a hybrid league with 
6A schools Sheldon and 
South Eugene.

Will LOHRE
Country Media, Inc.

Siuslaw’s wres-
tling season has been 
go-go-go since the start 
of December, and Head 
Coach Neil Wartnik has 
loved what he’s seen 
from his group this year 
and is eager to see what 
the future holds. 

With seniors Jacob 
Mann and Danin 
Lacouture leading the 
way, the Vikings are 
already forming a bond 
that Wartnik will help 
the team go far this 
season. It’s been a big 
help to have Mann and 
Lacouture be the culture 
setters for the team. 

“It’s been huge. 
They’re respected in the 
school. Danin and Jacob 
are two of the chief lead-
ers in the school, not just 
on the team,” Wartnik 
said. “When they set the 
tone, the whole spirit 
and quality turns really 
positive.”

While wrestling is an 
individual sport, Wartnik 
said the team must 
operate as a unit and 
appreciate the effort and 

performances of their 
teammates. Warnik said 
it’s been fun to work 
with the group, and this 
year’s crop lives up to 
the talent and success 
that have become the 
standard at Siuslaw. 

“What’s really cool to 
watch is the improve-
ment. The improvement 
has been rapid, and the 
trajectory has been really 
positive,” Wartnik said. 
“I don’t know where it’s 
going to end this year, 
but hopefully we stay 
healthy.”

Preparation began in 
the summer for this win-
ter, and Siuslaw sent nine 
wrestlers to the Purler 
Wrestling Academy in 
Missouri to hone their 
techniques and mindsets. 
Wartnik said the nine 
wrestlers who attended 
the summer camp 
returned with a “very dif-
ferent attitude, spirit, and 
vision.” 

One of the program’s 
start programs, Jacob 
Mann, has attended the 
camp the past two years, 
and now he helps coach 
and teach the method 
to Vikings at practices. 

The coaches have been 
leaning on Purler’s meth-
ods as well. The goal is 
to set a high bar, push 
athletes to reach their 
potential, and ensure they 
have fun without feeling 
overburdened.  

So far, the hard work 
has been yielding excel-
lent results. It isn’t 
always about placing 
or winning; seeing the 
improvement wrestlers 
are showing is a differ-
ent measure of success. 
Recently, the Vikings 
traveled to the Grants 
Pass Winter Kickoff to 
compete with more than 
40 teams from around 
Oregon and California. 

“We had success on 
every level, and more 
than that, even the kids 
that wrestled and lost 
and got eliminated, we 
saw improvement there. 
I think the power of 
this team is watching 
the coaching staff go 
to work,” Wartnik said. 
“I’ve got Sarah and 
Shawn Mann, a hus-
band and wife team. We 
have Devin White, who 
graduated from Siuslaw 
in 2009. We also have 

coach Brian Lacouture. 
So these are seasoned 
adults.” 

In addition to the more 
senior coaches, Wartnik 
has been thrilled to also 
have alumni volun-
teer assistants Jameson 
Hubner and Charles 
Nelson, who graduated 
last year, helping with 
the group. At the tour-
nament in Grants Pass, 
Siuslaw also had the help 
of Siuslaw state wrestling 
champion turned colle-
giate athlete Macali Lade 
on the sidelines. 

“We have all these 
people who are circling 
around our kids, and after 
wins and losses, they’re 
giving a lot of thoughtful, 
caring, mentoring reflec-
tion on the matches,” 
Wartnik said. “Helping 
the kids see what they 
did well and what they 
can improve upon.”

With plenty of support 
around them, the wres-
tlers get to focus on the 
mat, and at Grants Pass, 
the Vikings showed what 
they’ve been learning. 
On the boys side, there 
were standout perfor-
mances from Jacob 

Mann, Ali Ijaz, and Gage 
Mills. All three placed, 
and the Vikings finished 
11th at the tournament 
with 77.5 points. 

Wrestling at 285 
pounds, Mann performed 
to his usual high stan-
dard, losing just one 
match and finishing third. 
Mann faced off with Joe 
Weil in the semifinals, 
which was a rematch 
of the 215-pound state 
final last year. Mann lost 
to Weil in Grants Pass 
but rebounded, winning 
his final two matches to 
secure a third-place fin-
ish. He finished the tour-
nament with a 5-1 record. 

Ijaz’s performance 
stood out to Wartnik, 
as Ijaz is the “fastest 
improving” wrestler in 
the program right now. 
Last season was his first 
competing at the varsity 
level, and this season he 
is proving to be one of 
the Vikings’ most reliable 
competitors. Ijaz went 
4-2 over the weekend 
and finished fourth. Both 
losses came against the 
same opponent. After 

Will LOHRE
Country Media, Inc. 

Both Siuslaw basket-
ball teams got the week 
off for the holidays, but 
before the hiatus, they 
headed to Gold Beach for 
the Kringle Classic. The 
tournament took place 
Dec. 19-20, and while 
the girls finished atop the 
heap, the boys lost by the 
slimmest of margins. 

Christmas came early 
for the girls basketball 
team, as the Vikings 
earned the tourney title, 
beating two opponents 
to earn the honors. The 
first game was played on 
Dec. 19 against Riddle, 
an opponent the Vikings 
quickly solved. In the 
game, the Vikings scored 
a season high 52 points 
while holding Riddle 
to just 15. The 37 point 
winning margin was the 
second highest of the 
season. 

The final against Gold 
Beach proved a stiffer 

test. Siuslaw again regis-
tered a new season high 
in points scored, but 
they needed every bit of 
firepower to knock off 
the hosts. The Vikings 
scored 57 points, a new 
high-water mark, while 
the Panthers notched 
53. The win ensured 
that the Vikings left the 
Kringle Classic as the 
champs. Zooming out, 
the two victories pushed 
Siuslaw’s record to 3-5 
in the early stages of the 
season. 

The three wins in the 
campaign so far match 
the total for the Vikings 
all of last season. During 
the 24-25 season, the 
Vikings finished with a 
3-21 record. Taking the 
top spot in Gold Beach 
gives the Vikings 17 
more chances to eclipse 
their win total from last 
year. 

The Vikings next 
played against North 
Valley on Dec. 27 and 
Oakridge on Dec. 29. 

The results of 
those games 
are unavailable 
at the time of 
press. Siuslaw 
will be back 
in action 
against 
Umpqua 
Valley Christian at the 
Bandon Dunes tourna-
ment on Jan. 1. 

For the boys, the 
Kringle Classic offered 
a chance to continue 
polishing skills, and the 
Vikings narrowly missed 
out on the tournament 
championship. 

The tournament 
started on a high note, 
with Siuslaw smashing 
Glendale to the tune of 
an 89-44 final score on 
Dec. 19. The 89-point 
eruption was the high-
est-scoring performance 
by a Vikings team for at 
least a decade. 

Senior Micah 
Blankenship was incen-
diary, flaming the 
Pirates with 28 points. 

Blankenship was a 
sharpshooter 

from the 
outside, 
dropping 
in seven 
buckets 
from 
beyond the 

arc. Tom Morgan 
and Trenten Harer 

also made their pres-
ence felt in the game. 
Morgan scored 15 points 
but also showed his 
worth on the defensive 
end, racking up six 
steals. Harer shone in a 
game that saw him play 
his most minutes in a 
varsity game to date. The 
sophomore scored 15 
points, including some 
distance sniping, knock-
ing down four three 
pointers. 

While those three led 
the way, Head Coach 
Dylan Perry was thrilled 
with the performance of 
his whole crew.  

“All 11 players on our 
varsity roster yesterday 

got playing time and con-
tributed to a great team 
win,” Perry said ahead of 
the tournament final on 
Dec. 20. 

The last game of 
the weekend pitted the 
Vikings against the hosts, 
Gold Beach. It was a 
tight game, and the final 
margin couldn’t have 
been any closer. The 
Vikings ended up on the 
short end of the score-
line, falling 46-47 when 
the final buzzer sounded. 
Despite the loss, the 
weekend offered the 
Vikings another chance 
to fine-tune before league 
play tips off in January. 

The Vikings next 
played against North 
Valley on Dec. 27 and 
North Bend on Dec. 
29. The results of those 
games are unavailable 
at the time of press. 
Siuslaw will next play 
Umpqua Valley Christian 
at the Bandon Dunes 
tournament at Bandon 
High School on Jan. 1. 

Vikings holiday hoops update

Siuslaw wrestlers shine at Grants Pass

OSAA Executive Board finalizes districts for next four years

See OSAA, Page B2

See SIUSLAW, Page B2



2  SIUSLAW NEWS • WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2025

Community Briefs

Call today for a 
FREE ESTIMATE

541-870-2302
CCB#214400

Colyer Asphalt provides residential and commercial 
sealcoating, asphalt paving, excavation, site 

development, installation and service to the Florence Area

Family owned and operated with 
over 30 years of experience.

Services include:
• Asphalt Driveway Paving
• Asphalt Parking Lot Paving
• Asphalt Patching and more!

WALLY’S
Septic Tank Pumping
$25.00 off Pumping or

$10.00 off a Service Call
Call Today to Schedule an

appointment
Call 541-997-8885

Payment must be made at the time of 
service to receive discount.

Discount does not apply to credit card or 
mailed payments.

Coupon expires - December 31, 2025

Bud’s Upholstery 
10% off 

Materials on 
any new job

When you present this coupon.
expires December, 2025

541-997-4856
87637 Hwy. 101 N, Florence

SAVE. SHOP

SUPPORT

ZERO/US TOO Florence
Prostate Cancer Education

Support on the Oregon Coast

www.ustooflorence.org

BOTH MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY ON HOLD.
WATCH SIUSLAW NEWS FOR RESUMPTION

• Tuesday Evening Group (2nd Tuesday) 
5-7 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Bryan Mehlhaff attends.

• Tuesday Lunch Group (3rd Tuesday) 
12 noon – 1:00 p.m. – Ichiban Chinese/Japanese 
Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Roger McKimmy attends.

Contact Bob for more information:  
(H) 541-997-6626 • (C) 541-999-4239

47maribob38@gmail.com

OREGON COAST 
HUMANE SOCIETY

The Thrift Shop
December, 2025

Pink Tags are  
50% off!

Hours:   
Mon-Sat: 10am - 5pm 

Sun: 11am - 5pm

(541) 997-5705
1193 Bay St., Old Town Florence

Shoppe
LOCAL
#MyFlorence
Shop. Eat. Support.

Jim Davis, Sales

Come take a look at our ever 
changing inventory!

Friendship - Fellowship – Fun
FAITH DIRECTORY

To include your organization in this directory, 
please call us @ 541-997-3441

ANCHOR OF HOPE CHURCH
Live like Jesus, share His Love. 

1318 Rhododendron Drive 
www.anchorofhopeflo.com

Sunday Service 11am
Livestream on Facebook @anchorofhopeflo

BAHA’I FAITH OF FLORENCE 
“What is Baha’i, and Why?” 2nd Monday 7:00 pm

Interfaith Devotions 4th Monday 7:00 pm
Info and meeting location: 541-590-0779 

Zoom link on Facebook: Florence Baha’i Community
All ARE WELCOME!

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
4590 Hwy. 101 N, across from Fred Meyer-

541 997-7418
SUNDAY SERVICES - Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM; Worship 10:45 AM;
High School Youth 7- 9 PM

MID-WEEK- Women’s Bible Study-Tuesday 
10:00-Noon and Thursday

7:00-8:00PM; Men’s Bible Study Thursday 
8:00-9:30 AM; Middle

School Youth Wed. 7-9 PM.
Sunday Worship streams live at Community Baptist 

Church Facebook Page

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Corner of 10th & Maple- 541-997-3533

Sunday Services 9am
1st Service in person

 Sunday Services 11am
2nd Service in person & livestreamed

Wednesday kids/youth night is at 6:30 
NOT livestreamed.

https://www.florencecrossroadag.org/church-online
Other platforms update after the service.

florencecrossroadag.org 
office@florencecrossroadag.org

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2nd & Ivy  -  541-997-2961  -   Non-Denominational

Service is on Sunday at 10:00 am  
Sunday Service also streaming live at 10am 

at florencechurch.com

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
FELLOWSHIP

87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road
RUAUU?  Come explore the answer with us.

Sunday Worship Services ~ 10:00am
www.florenceuuf.com

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School for adults is at 9:00 a.m.

Online services at 
 www.florenceunitedmethodist.org 

or find us on Facebook.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH
1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.
Sunday Service 10:00 am  

Wednesday Bible Study returns this Fall.
Website: florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN E.L.C.A.
NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.

“Serving Christ by serving others.”
21st & Spruce Streets—(541) 997-8113

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m.
Online services available on our FaceBook, YouTube, 

and website: www.florencenewlifelutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
3996 N Hwy 101       541-997-7136

Internet and in person Sunday Services at 10:30am,
Adult Sunday School is at 9:30am.

 Call the church for details. 
Reverend Greg Wood

All Welcome. Come as you are.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  
(QUAKERS)

A Faith Community committed to peace since 1652.
 Silent Worship Sundays 11am, fellowship at Noon.

Call for locations 541-515-8191.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, L.C.M.S.

Worship Services 10 am  •  Bible Study 9:00 am
Pastor Steve Waterman

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 
Facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchFlorence

www.puppro.wixite.com/rlcflorence

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL
Church Welcomes You

Worship Sun. 10am Wed 11am 2135 19th St.
541-997-6600 standrewssecretary19@gmail.com  

Labyrinth & Garden daily 8am-5pm
“Be the change.”

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312
Mass Times: Daily: Tue, Wed, Fri 9:00 AM

Adoration & Confession Fri 9:30-10:30 AM
Saturday 5:30 PM and Sunday 11:00 AM

Fr. Amir Welcomes All to Attend

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
4 lines, approx 15 words, $15 a week • 4 week Minimum 

• Deadline: Tuesday end of day one week prior

Coffee conversations
Florence ORganizes presents 

coffee conversations. Come 
join them on first and third 
Fridays from 10 AM to 11:30 
a.m. At the Bridgeport market, 
75 Harbor St., at the east end 

of old town by the boat ramp. 
Meet and connect with your 
Florence community. Find out 
what’s happening and ways to 
create positive change. Florence 
ORganizes is a non-partisan 
group committed to strengthen-
ing our community and raising 
public awareness.

Sleep wellness seminar
Finding your rhythm and 

understanding your bio rhythms 
for better sleep. This seminar 
explorers factors which may 
contribute to the development of 
sleep disorders. Discover how 

to regain vitality by synthesiz-
ing your natural bio rhythms 
to improve sleep and overall 
well-being.

Speaker Michael Stout RPSGT, 
CCSH, well who is the event 
at the Siuslaw Public Library’s 
Bromley Room, Jan. 12 from 1 to 
3 p.m.

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Nicole Lewis
Broker

541-999-8786

Windjammer N #5700 • $110,000
1.56 acre lot. One of the last lots in Heceta South. 
Seasonal pond views and underground utilities. 
Owner financing available. #3570-24626661

Buying or Selling? I can help!

“getting caught” in the 
first loss, when they met 
again, Ijaz made adjust-
ments and pushed his 
opponent to the limit. That 
match-to-match improve-
ment was one of the high-
lights of the tournament 
for Wartnik.

“Ali’s fourth place 
finish was a great accom-
plishment,” Wartnik said. 

The last placer for 
the boys was Mills, and 
Wartnik said he wrestled 
well, building off a solid 

foundation he already 
had. Mills finished fourth 
at the tournament with a 
3-2 record. 

On the girls side, the 
Vikings finished 14th of 
the 41 teams in atten-
dance. The big highlight 
was Danin Lacouture 
winning the tournament 
at 145 pounds. It was the 
first time she had won a 
tournament of this size, 
and she did it in impres-
sive fashion. 

“She wrestled with such 
composure. She domi-
nated in the early rounds, 
and in the finals, she 
wrestled [Karlye Dodson] 
from Del Norte, who 

actually beat her at the 
Coast Classic the week 
before,” Wartnik said. 
“This time, Danin really 
kind of dominated the 
match. The score wasn’t 
indicative of the dom-
inance Danin had. The 
other girl was thoroughly 
frustrated.”

Lacouture went 4-0 on 
her way to the top of the 
podium. 

Another great perfor-
mance came from Molly 
Mills. Wartnik said it’s 
the first time Mills has 
placed at a tournament 
of this caliber, and her 
4-2 weekend earned her a 
hard-fought fourth-place 

finish. 
“Huge event for Molly, 

and just really proud of 
her,” Wartnik said. “We’re 
just thrilled to see that.” 

Last but certainly not 
least, Wartnik had a big 
shout-out for JV wrestler 
Gabby Sweet. Wrestling 
at one of the “biggest 
JV tournaments” around, 
Sweet walked away with 
a championship finish, 
winning the title at 285 
pounds. 

“Gabby has improved 
so much over the last 
year. He’s come so far,” 
Wartnik said. “We’re 
really thrilled for Gabby. 
Won a lot of big matches, 

learning how to battle and 
stand in with guys who 
are a lot taller than him.”

In the coming weeks, 
the schedule won’t let up 
for the Vikings. Siuslaw 
sent four athletes to the 
Sierra Nevada Classic in 
Reno, Dec. 29-30. Results 
from that tournament are 
not available at the time 
of press. 

For those interested in 
watching the Vikings in 
person, the next home 
tournament is the Nick 
Lutz Memorial on Jan. 
16-17. Keep an eye 
out for more wrestling 
updates in the coming 
weeks.  

Siuslaw
From Page B1

The hybrid leagues are 
designed to greatly reduce 
travel for the schools.

In Class 3A, Coquille 

will remain in the Far 
West League, which will 
be the biggest in the 
classification to fit in 
three schools in Southern 
Oregon.

Siuslaw, Sutherlin, 
Douglas and Glide remain 
in the league with the Red 

Devils, but South Umpqua 
has moved up to 4A.

Brookings-Harbor 
returns after a few years 
in the Southern Oregon 
Conference, which has 
been fractured with North 
Valley and Cascade 
Christian moving up to 
4A and Lakeview and 
Rogue River dropping 
down to 2A. St. Mary’s 
of Medford also returns to 
the Far West League and 
Illinois Valley of Cave 
Junction will be a new 
member as it moves up 
from Class 2A.

In Class 2A, the Sunset 
Conference keeps South 
Coast members Bandon, 
Myrtle Point, Reedsport 
and Gold Beach, along 
with Oakland and adds 
new member North 
Douglas of Drain, which 
is moving up from Class 
1A.

In Class 1A, Powers 
and Pacific remain in the 
Skyline League along with 
current members Camas 
Valley, Days Creek, 
Elkton, Glendale, Milo 
Adventist Academy, New 
Hope Christian, Riddle, 
Umpqua Valley Christian 
and Yoncalla. Rogue 
Christian Academy of 
Grants Pass also is listed 
with the league, though 
the small school this year 
only sponsors three sports, 
all part of special districts 
rather than leagues — 
cross country, wrestling 
and golf.

The other change the 
Executive Board made 
Monday was mov-
ing Class 2A school 
Enterprise from the Blue 

Mountain Conference to 
the Wapiti League, which 
better geographically fits 
the school in the northeast 
corner of the state.

The Classification and 
Districting Committee 
also asked the Executive 
Board to reconvene the 
Computation of ADM task 
force next year to look 
further into recommen-
dations about the classi-
fication and districting 
process.

Among suggestions 
during various meetings 
of the committee were 
returning to using enroll-
ment for all four grades 
when determining school 
size during the classifi-
cation process. Only the 
lower three grades were 
used in computing the 
enrollment numbers this 
year.

Another suggestion 
was for the committee to 
consider participation in 
extracurricular activities, 
not just enrollment, when 
determining where schools 
should be placed.

OSAA
From Page B1

DON’T 
FORGET TO 
RECYCLE
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We Are 
Better 

Together
As we look to a new year, we’re celebrating what connects us as a 

community, and what we can do to bridge our divides. From events and 
local perspectives to cultural insights and conversation starters, we invite 

you to join us in making our community better, together.

Help rebuild our economy by supporting these 
and other local businesses!

ART ALLIANCE
Florence Regional Arts Alliance
120 Maple Street, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-999-0859

CHURCH
Cross Road Assembly of God
1380 10th St, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-3533

ESTATE SALES
Cindy Wobbe Estate Sales
498 Hwy. 101, Florence OR 97439
541-999-0126
www.CindyWobbeEstates.com

EVENT CENTER
Florence Events Center
715 Quince Street, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-1994

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Edward Jones-Andy Baber, AAMS
Financial Advisor
1010 Highway 101
541-997-8755

FOOD BANK
Florence Food Share
2190 Spruce St., Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-9110

HUMANE SOCIETY
Oregon Coast Humane Society
541-997-4277

Shelter 
2840 Rhododendron Dr.

Thrift Store
1193 Bay St.

NEWSPAPERS
Siuslaw News
4969 Highway 101, #4 
Florence, Oregon 97439 
541-997-3441
www.thesiuslawnews.com

REAL ESTATE
Coldwell Banker Coast Real Estate 
Randy Paredes, Broker
100 Hwy 101, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-991-9107

West Coast Real Estate Services, Inc.
1870 Hwy. 126, Suite A, 
Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-SOLD (7653)

SEPTIC SERVICE
Wally’s Septic Tank Pumping Inc.
541-997-8885

TIRES
Les Schwab Tire Center
4325 Highway 101, Florence, Oregon, 
97439
541-997-7178

UPHOLSTERY
Buds Upholstery
4981 Highway 101, Florence,Oregon 97439
541-997-4856

Backstreet Gallery 
invites you to kick-
start 2026 with the 2nd 
Saturday Reception on 
January 10, 3-5 p.m. Get 
ready to enjoy wine and 
delicious treats. While you 
appreciate the art, listen 
to live guitar music by 
Denny Weaver with his 
‘80s and ‘90s. toe-tapping 
melodies.

Outside the Box is 
the January theme that 
inspired the versatile artist 
members to create their 
pieces. With 30-some 
artists, you’ll find a wide 
variety of art including, 
outstanding oil, acrylic, 
and watercolor paint-
ings—from subtle to 
vibrant colors, unusual 
woodwork, clay pieces 
from sculptures to utilitar-
ian pieces, elegant jewelry 
with crystals and gems, 
gleaming glass sculptures, 
distinctive fiber weavings, 
masterful photographs, 
and unusual paper paint-
ing collage, not forgetting 

to mention the books of 
more than one author. 
Expect unique pieces that 
may be outside each art-
ist’s usual genre. 

January is also a time 
to refresh the Gallery. 

So, Backstreet will be 
closed on January 5 and 
will reopen on January 
9. Otherwise, the Gallery 
is open daily 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Hope to see you 
there.

January reception at 
Backstreet Gallery

Three Rivers Casino 
Resort is celebrating the 
success of its annual Food 
and Toy Drive, wrapping 
up the holiday season 
with a powerful display 
of generosity. In Florence, 
the drive collected 4,200 
pounds of food for 
Mapleton Food Share 
and Florence Food Share, 
helping local families 
during the holidays and 
into the new year. 

The team also deliv-
ered three large crates of 
toys and more than 40 
bicycles to the Florence 
Police Department, sup-
porting more than 100 
local families. In Coos 
Bay, an additional 1,436 
pounds of food and 163 
toys were donated to 
support local families in 
need. “We are incredibly 
proud of the generosity 
we see from our com-
munity every year,” said 
Rich Colton, director of 
marketing at Three Rivers 
Casino Resort. “Every 
toy and every pound of 
food donated represents a 
family that will feel sup-
ported this holiday season. 

Giving back is at the heart 
of who we are, and we are 
grateful to everyone who 
helped turn this drive into 
such a meaningful show 
of holiday spirit.” 

The annual drive is 
made possible through 
partnerships with local 
police departments and 
community organizations 
that help identify fami-
lies in need throughout 
the region. “We really 
appreciate working with 
Three Rivers for the 
toy and food drive pro-
gram we have here in 
Florence,” said Florence 
Police Department School 
Resource Officer Hailey 
Coons. “They’re a big 
part of the service we’re 
able to offer our commu-
nity during the holiday 
season.” “I think it’s won-
derful when businesses 
give back to the com-
munity they serve,” said 
Beth Bolles, a food drive 
recipient. “My wife and 
I live on Social Security, 
and it was becoming 
increasingly difficult to 
decide which bills to pay. 
Discovering we were 

eligible for the food share 
helped us immensely.” 

For more information, 
visit threeriverscasino.
com.

Let us begin the new 
year grounded in reflec-
tion, hope, and inten-
tional living through 
our annual White Stone 
Ceremony. Rooted in an 
ancient spiritual prac-
tice, this meaningful 
ritual invites participants 
to pause, look inward, 
and set a clear intention 
for the year ahead—an 
intention that speaks to 
personal growth, healing, 
courage, or transforma-
tion. During the cere-
mony, each participant 
will be invited to write 
a word, phrase, or sym-
bol on a white stone 
(provided), representing 
an intention they wish 
to carry forward into 
the coming year. These 
stones serve as tangible 
reminders of our deepest 
aspirations and the abun-
dant possibilities before 
us. As we hold our inten-
tions with clarity and 
confidence, we affirm our 
role as powerful co-cre-
ators in our own lives.

This special ceremony 

is held in loving memory 
of Rev. Donna Smith of 
Roseburg, who first intro-
duced the White Stone 
Ceremony to our fellow-
ship and shared its pro-
found significance with 
our community. Her leg-
acy lives on through this 
cherished tradition. Join 
us on January 4, 2026 
as we gather in commu-
nity to honor the past, 
embrace the present, and 
look toward the future 
with intention, mindful-
ness, and hope. Together, 
we continue a tradition 
that invites reflec-
tion, connection, and a 
renewed sense of purpose 
for the year ahead.

Florence Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship

87738 Highway 101 at 
Heceta Beach Road
Doors open at 9:30; 

program begins at 10am
Everyone is welcome 

to join us
For more informa-

tion, please contact: 
Sally Wantz ~ Florence.
Unitarian@gmail.com

Exclusive Access 
to Unforgettable 
Experiences!Help us lay 
the foundation—literally, 
for strong women com-
ing together to help build 
a stronger community.
Build new friendships 
and gather for a great 
cause!Brunch served from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
There will be two Guest 

Speakers: Erin Linton 
R.D. presenting Women’s 
Nutrition and Dr. Heather 
McArthur D.O. presenting 
Women’s Health. 

There will be a Hat 
Design Station:  Large 
Sunhats - $20 if you 

pre-register / $25 at the 
door and Fascinators - $15

There will also be a 
Silent Auction, Dessert 
Auction and Raffle.

Reserve Your Seat 
Today! Go to our website 
florencehabitat.org ~ (541) 
902-9227 ~ info@flor-
encehabitat.org

Women Build Brunch 
— Teapots & Tools

Food and toys donated through Three 
Rivers Casino Resort Holiday Drive

Florence Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship White Stone Ceremony
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 L INER ADS:  snc lass i f ieds@count rymedia .ne t   •   LEGALS:  lega ls@count rymedia .ne t

Classified

FLORENCE 
CLEANING LLC

Licensed, Bonded, 
& Insured, Provides 
Consistent, High 
Quality Residential 
Cleaning. Call today 
at 541-999-5033 or 
Book at www.florence-
cleaning.com.

150
MISC SERVICES

Call LeafGuard and 
say goodbye to gutter 
cleaning for good. No 
cleaning. No leaking. 
No water damage. 
No more ladder acci-
dents. Get LeafGuard 

today and be pro-
tected for life. FREE 
estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off to-
tal purchase (Restric-
tions may apply.) Call 
1-877-300-7977.

DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-

galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-
536-8838.

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 

credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

IF YOU HAD KNEE 
OR HIP REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY and 
suffered an infection 
due to use of a Bair 
Hugger (Blue Blan-
ket), between 2020 
and the present time, 
you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call 
attorney Charles H. 
Johnson 800/535-
5727.

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

105
CLEANING SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

• Residential
• Land

• Commercial
• Property 

Management

Comfortable 3 bdrm, 2 bath home with 2202 sq. ft. 
of living space in the gated community of Florentine 

Estates. Attached spacious 3-car garage. Fenced 
back yard with deck and greenhouse. $440,000 List 

#1331/182266394

Coast Village property 
with 1 bdrm main house & 
1 bdrm bunk house with a 
covered patio living space 
between the two. Lots of 
storage for toys & tools. 
Lots of parking & back 

alley way access. $299,500 
List #1305/213625180Unique lots located at Maple & 6th Street. Zoned 

Mainstreet District Area A could be business, 
single or multiple residences combo. Flat, cleared, 
ready to build. Utilities available. TL 7400 & 750 

$118,000 MLS #24040688 TL #7600 $74,500 MLS 
#24079224

Inviting 2 bdrm, 2 bath home with 992 sq. ft. of 
living space with an open concept layout, bonus 

hobby room, workshop, extra storage and attached 
1-car garage. Lots of parking space. $329,000 List 

#1342/678662522

Studio condo at Courtyard Condominiums is 
an upstairs end unit with 341 sq. ft. of living 

space. Unit has a kitchen & full bath. Complex 
has paved parking, and is located centrally to 

shopping, schools & healthcare. $104,000 List 
#1272/562758289

Prime commercial lot with 250 feet of Highway 
101 frontage. Property was previously a site for 
restuaunt with a paved parking lot for 15 cars. 
Blocks off the Hwy 101 & Hwy 126 junction. 

$458,000 List #1343/ 503682183 or 349985048

Heceta South home with 4 bdrms, 2 1/2 bathrooms, 
2,408 sq. ft. of living space and an attached 3 car 
garage. Open floorplan with tall ceilings, and a 

gourmet kitchen space with eating bar. $785,000 
List #1297/391598049

Updated 1 bdrm, 1 bath 
singlewide with 576 sq. 

ft. of living space located 
in the 55+ community of 
Greentrees. Large paved 

parking pad, serene garden 
and small pet area. Hookups 
for small RV. $197,500 List 

#1328/203192262

Riverfront 2 bdrm, 2 bath 
home on East Mapleton 

Road offers you 1440 sq. ft. 
of comfortable living space 
on 2.75 Acres of property. 

300 feet of waterfront on the 
Siuslaw River. $345,000 List 

#1312/372398979

1870 Hwy 126, Suite A
PO Box 3040

Florence, OR
VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.WCRESI.COM

• Residential
• Land

• Commercial
• Property 

Management

In town lot measures 26’x150’. Has paved Maple 
Street frontage and back alleyway access. Flat lot 

is clear and ready to build. City Services available. 
Mainstreet District A zoning. $74,500 List 

#1264/24079224

Two bedroom, two bath 
home located on a 1+ acre 
lot south of Florence. 1654 
sq. ft. of living space with a 

double attached carport space 
and detached 24x36 RV 

garage. Unique construction 
details. $469,900 List 

#1241/24060312
Commercial building features paved parking and 

a 4,156 sq. ft. building on a .21 acre lot. Two 
story with main commercial space below and 

bathroom, lounge & storage above. $560,000 List 
#1171/23549465

Two bedroom, 2 bath home with 900 sq. ft. of 
living space in a beautiful neighborhood just up 
the road from the Siuslaw River. Built in 2024.  

Covered parking area, covered back deck.  .42 acre 
private lot. $364,500 List #1271/185834075

Build your custom home or place your 
manufactured home on this .15 acre lot. Located on 
a cul-de-sac in the Siuslaw Village neighborhood of 

Florence. $68,500 List #1174/23622889

Studio condo at Courtyard Condominiums is 
an upstairs end unit with 341 sq. ft. of living 

space. Unit has a kitchen & full bath. Complex 
has paved parking, and is located centrally to 

shopping, schools & healthcare. $109,900 List 
#1272/562758289

Build your custom home or place a MFD home 
on this great lot across from the Munsel Lake boat 

landing. Septic approval on file. Great location 
ready to go! $139,000 List #1185/23145536

Six acres on Siltcoos Lake with 
two home sites, 8 tax lots and 

room for improvements. Lower 
home is 3 bdrm, 1 bath with 
1190 sq. ft. of living space. 
Private dock & a detached 
garage. $1,599,000 List 

#1255/24398447

In-town 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with 1282 sq. ft. of 

living space on a deep lot with 
a double car garage and bonus 
concrete parking pad for RV. 
Open living, dining, kitchen 
area has slider to one of the 
two back decks. $379,000 

List #1243/24195738

1870 Hwy 126, Suite A
PO Box 3040

Florence, OR
VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.WCRESI.COM
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541-997-7653 (SOLD)

CARPET
CLEANING

Upholstery

STEAM OR DRY
Smoke • Water Cleanup

997-3825
Certified-Bonded

CCB #96660

Major credit cards accepted

Blinds • Shades • Draperies • Shutters
We Design ~ We Install

Residential • Commercial • 30 Years Experience

CCB#212734
541-991-3405

Located in Florence

 BLINDS / WINDOW TREATMENTS

3298 Highway 101, Florence, OR 97439 
www.garnerlawoffi ce.net

Business Law
Real Estate Law

Free Consultations
541.991.8121

LEGAL SERVICES

SIUSLAW VALLEY ELECTRIC, INC.
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL CONTRACTING

1710 Laurel Way - Airport Industrial Park
Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri., 8 A.M. to Noon

Forrest G. Grigsby • Stanton E. Grigsby
P.O. Box 1216 • sve-1973-grigsby@hotmail.comO
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Phone 997-8821
FAX 997-3723

ELECTRICAL

Tweety Sez:

Consistent, Quality Cleaning.

For clean as a whistle, call 997-2385.
Florence Janitorial Services

Bill and Jo Hine, Owners
CERTIFIED, LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

tfc
CCB #96660

 CLEANING SERVICES

CCB#197439

Ant’s Concrete
Excavation, fl at work, sidewalks, 
patios, demos and much more!
Call Anthony at 541.735.4836

CONCRETE / PAVING

PROPANE SERVICES

We Pride ourselves on providing the best customer service possible. 
541-746-4621 • www.rdpropane.com

R&D Propane
Residential and Commercial delivery service

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983
Now Serving Now Serving 

Florence!Florence!
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PAINTING

INTERIOR | EXTERIOR | RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
Serving Lane County Since 1997 CCB#207458

Jorge’s Detail Painting
LLC

General Contractor

www.PainterJorge.com  541-521-3271

Dryrot & Repair

For Every Real Estate Listing in Town

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

See: www.trhunter.com
179 Outer Dr. - $299,000

3 Bdrms, 2 
Baths, 1100 
SqFt. Peaceful 
Coast Village 
home with nat-
ural light, cozy 
spaces, garden 
paths, and con-
venient ameni-
ties. #3716-
756515536

5301 Hwy 101 - $395,000
2.45 acre 
lot. Unique 
investment 
opportu-
nity with two 
commercial 
taxlots and 
essential 
utilities avail-
able. #3595-
135645543Support Local Journalism. | Subscribe Today!  

Give us a call at 541.997.3441

WWW.THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM
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Jacuzzi Bath Remod-
el can install a new, 
custom bath or show-
er in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installa-
tion costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer ends 
6/30/25.) Call 1-855-
341-5268.

Loving, home-study 
approved couple in 
San Diego ready to of-
fer a joyful, secure life 
to a newborn. Expens-
es paid. Call/text Eddy 
619-356-1976.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 

and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 

and service. Now 
featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limit-
ed time! Call today! 
Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-833-
395-1433.

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 
talk, text and data. No 
contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexi-
ble data plans. Premi-
um nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For 
more information, call 
1-877-916-0803.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 

Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional 
installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

The Generac PWR-
cell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for pow-
er outages and pow-
er your home. Full 
installation services 
available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Re-

quest a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. 
Call 1-844-989-2328.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, 
get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-866-249-8679.

Wesley Financial 
Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancella-
tion Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. 
Get free information-
al package and learn 
how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 
844-487-0221.

402
BUSINESSES FOR 

SALE

FOR SALE BY 
OWNER, TURN-

KEY RESTAURANT
Mari’s Kitchen. Prime 

location at 1277 Bay 
St., Florence. Call 
Mari at 541-999-5605 
for details.

500
EMPLOYMENT

FLORENCE 
UNITED 

METHODIST 
CHURCH

Seeking part time pia-
nist. Job description & 
application visit floren-
ceoregonumc.org or 
call 541-997-6025.

800
RENTALS

REEDSPORT
2 bed/1 +1/2 ba. 2 level. 

Water garbage, no pets. 
$1000/mo + deposit. 
458-261-8523, 541-991-
6833

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

TSN25-203 NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING PC 
25 16 CUP 04 & PC 25 

07 DR 05
The Florence Planning 
Commission will hold a 
public hearing in the City 
Hall Chambers, 250 Hwy 
101, Florence, on Tues-
day, January 13, 2026 at 
5:30 PM to consider a 
Conditional Use Permit 
and Design Review at 
1150 Bay Street to allow 
a multi-unit dwelling con-
sisting of 6 units within 
the footprint of the exist-
ing building. Located in 
the Old Town Area A and 
the Development Estuary 
District.
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402
BUSINESSES FOR 

SALE

800
RENTALS

Call 
541.997.3441 

to subscribe to

SIUSLAW 
NEWS

News & views 
that define our 

community
www.thesiuslawnews.com
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TR Hunter Real Estate
1749 Highway. 101, Florence OR 97439

www.trhunter.com
541-997-1200 • 800-210-7453 

Tim Sapp
Owner / 

Principal Broker
541 999-8230

Richard Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-6677

Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-2151

Crystell Wise
Principal Broker, 
CRS, SRS, SRES

541 991-9487

Kyle Lewis
Broker

541 991-6728

Aileen Sapp
Broker, SRS, 

SRES
541 999-5396

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

Kelsey Peterson
Broker

541-999-2584

Wendy Krause
Broker

541 999-7765

Haylee Cole
Broker

541-999-2112

Mike Blankenship
Broker, 

ABR, SRS
541 991-7826

Brandi Hart
Broker

541 999-2671

Nichole Lewis
Broker

541 999-8786

Heidi White
Broker

541 600-6058

9580 North Fork Siuslaw Rd. - $632,500
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2000 SqFt. Rare North Fork prop-
erty. 2.3 acres, 5-bay shop, nice home and creekfront! 
#3687-532327590

89510 Hwy 101 #26 - $60,000
2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 784 SqFt. Recently upgraded fiber-
glass doors, shower, laminate flooring, windows, ceil-
ing fans, shed and carport. #3694-555498165

87830 Terrace View Dr. - $435,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1482 SqFt. Shop/Garage, RV Garage 
with 30 AMP, private covered deck, enclosed sunroom/
greenhouse. #3702-456128863

1600-113 Rhododendron Dr. - $158,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 924 SqFt. Excellent opportunity to 
bring in a new manufactured home. Call agent for 
buyer incentive details. #3705-730692234

83763 Hwy 101 #10 - $115,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 800 SqFt. Move-in ready home in 
55+ Lakeshore Park. Peaceful, low-maintenance, all-
season comfort and charm! #3664-366140328

1601-676 Rhododendron Dr. - $365,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1512 SqFt. Updated home in 55+ 
Greentrees Village with vaulted ceilings, skylights, 
covered porch, and ample parking. #3665-689410988

89510 Hwy 101 #23 - $99,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 924 SqFt. Spacious, clean, and 
affordable. Appliances included. Lake access. Move-in 
ready condition. #3679-545143954

5170 Grand Ave #19 - $129,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1052 SqFt. Nice, clean, completely 
upgraded manufactured home in Big Spruce MHP is a 
must see! #3685-571961488

238 Horseshoe Bend - $199,750
1 Bdrm, 1 Bath, 500 SqFt. Nice corner lot with RV 
hookups. Home is well cared for with bonus room and 
garden. #3690-524301067

1600-29 Rhododendron Dr. - $254,000
3 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 1308 SqFt. Inviting 55+ retreat featur-
ing pellet stove, efficient heating, new appliances, 
covered deck, workshop. #3698-344579839

4838 Lake Blvd. - $925,000
3 Bdrms, 3.5 Baths, 1884 SqFt. Large turnkey home 
with Siltcoos Lake views, boathouse/dock and RV 
Parking. #3700-717794144

100 Rhododendron Dr • $865,000
3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, 1952sqft. Riverfront home with 
3-car garage and RV parking pad. Potential for a boat 
ramp and dock. #3537-24452689

5262 Nopal St. - $430,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1493 SqFt. Coastal charm meets 
modern living in the desirable Three Mile Prairie neigh-
borhood. #3670-317018212

3890 Spruce St. - $420,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1478 SqFt. Oversized garage, RV 
parking, beautiful fir trees, in-town! #3671-699141635

4990 Mitchell Loop Rd. - $585,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2665 SqFt. Custom ranch style home 
with open living, sunroom, and garage with RV parking. 
#3695-161538459

179 Outer Dr. - $299,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1100 SqFt. Peaceful Coast Village 
home with natural light, cozy spaces, garden paths, 
and convenient amenities. #3716-756515536

The Rambling Rose - $195,000
4200 SqFt Business Opportunity. Turnkey Old Town 
restaurant offering prime visibility, full equipment, 
strong tourism, and growth potential. #3715-671951240

87511 Tiernan Rd. - $425,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1866 SqFt. Secluded property with 
mature fruit trees, custom kitchen, bonus room, shop, 
and river access. #3714-272688773

5129 N Loftus Rd • $1,345,000
3 Baths, 4000sqft. Newly built commercial building. 4 
potential office spaces, ADA compliant, massive stor-
age/work area. #3538- 24223879

1495 8th St. - $429,000
1722 SqFt Commercial/Residential. Prime location with 
lots of parking, alley access, and potential for various 
uses. #3644-752771591

12300 Hwy 126 - $499,000
3092 SqFt Commercial building and land. Whimsical 
gingerbread-style restaurant on 3+ acres with creek 
frontage, RV access, and charm. #3659-536388720

4515 Hwy 101 - $499,000
Shervin's Tire & Automotive. BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! 
Thriving auto repair business with 6 bays, 8 lifts and 
growth potential. #3682-144701985

1308 Bay St. - $135,000
The Jolly Egret. Business opportunity in a 600 sqft Old 
Town building with endless potential. Includes fixtures 
and inventory. #3696-677178133

88416 1st Avenue #222 & #224 - 
$309,500

2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 780 SqFt. Driftwood Shores!  Pacific 
Ocean Front INCOME Property! #3709-785454857

83763 Hwy 101 #14 - $57,000
1 Bdrm, 1 Bath, 608 SqFt. Charming vintage home with 
sunroom, lake views, and amenities in 55+ Lakeshore 
Park. #3703-141511113

3932 Spruce St. - $539,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1472 SqFt. Enclosed sunroom, RV 
parking with hookups, outdoor hobby room and tool 
shed with gardens. #3717-687208935

1699 27th St. #5 - $79,000
2 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 924 SqFt. Well kept manufactured home in Ocean Breeze Park with sunroom, fenced 
backyard, and alley access. #3723-583761940

New Listing
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