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Woman 
jailed after 
arson 
attempt

SIUSLAW NEWS STAFF

A Texas woman is being held 
(as of April 3) in Lane County 
jail after an alleged arson 
attempt on a vehicle north of 
Florence.

“On March 28th at about 
12:40 p.m., a Lane County 
Sheriff’s deputy responded 
to a reported arson on Sutton 
Outlet Road near Florence,” a 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office 
release stated. “A person run-
ning in the area returned to 
their vehicle and found a sock 
burning in the gas tank cap. He 
was able to extinguish it, and 
fire responded to ensure it was 
extinguished.”

According to the report, 
the victim saw a female, later 
identified as Elizabeth Louise 
Jeffery, 33, of Texas, walking 
away from the area.

“A US Forest Service 
employee was in the area, and 
Jeffery climbed on top of their 
vehicle,” the report said. “The 
deputy and an Oregon State 
Trooper were able to convince 
Jeffery to get down, and found 
she was in possession of a sock 

The Rhododendron Festival is an 
annual tradition in Florence, Oregon. 
2025 is the 118th year of the Rhodies 
Festival which is held every May as the 
beautiful Rhodies are blooming on the 
Oregon Coast.

Rep. Boomer Wright was honored 
to have the 2025 Rhododendron Court 
visit with him this week in the House 

of Representatives. The Princess and 
Princes are outstanding high school 
seniors. who represent the Festival and 
the Florence community.

Princesses: Sophia Montoya; Claire 
Lindell; Ashly Hart; and Macali Lade 
(not present). Princes: Travis Clark; 
Storm Engel; Nayt Deleon; Joel Sissel; 
Charles Nelson.

By TONY REED
Siuslaw News

Several ideas came to light 
during an April 3rd town hall 
meeting as to ways to expand 
and improve programs at the 
Florence campus. The meeting 
was hosted by the campaign 
to elect Jerry Rust to the Lane 
Community College Board. 

Rust is a candidate for the 
May 20 election. He is also a 
former county commissioner 
and is running for position 1 on 
the College Board of education.

Rust was joined by board 

member Austin Fölnagy, Lane 
Community College Board 
of Education Chair Zach 
Mulholland and departing 
director Denise Diamond. 
Diamond is the current director 
for Zone 1, representing the 
western end of Lane County, 
particularly the Florence cam-
pus. Rust and candidate Jeffrey 
Cooper will run for that open 
seat. 

ALL EARS
Mayor Rob Ward said Lane 

Community College has been 
a good friend to Florence for a 

long time. Noting that he was 
an advisory member for the 
College Board about 10 years 
ago, Ward said  the campus has 
an important role to play. 

Rust opened the town hall 
by asking, “What do you want 
to see? I think we can generate 
some good ideas that will be 
useful in pursuing this conver-
sation as we go along.” 

“One of the things they did 
back in the day that I’d love to 
see come back is that they used 
to run a great elder hostel pro-
gram. They would have light-
houses on the Oregon coast 

or would do whales and they 
would have 50 to 60 people 
sign up for those programs.” 
Ward said all participants were 
seniors and retirees, and were 
excited to learn new things in 
the programs. Ward joked that 
Rust is essentially a Florence 
resident, as he lives nearby. 

Mulholland, whose family 
roots are in Florence, noted that 
in the college reduced its pro-
gramming significantly during 
Covid, but the facility has been 
remodeled since to bring it up 

Eight local real estate 
brokers at Coldwell 
Banker Coast Real Estate 
were recently honored 
for their 2024 produc-
tion within the Coldwell 
Banker global network, 
according to company 
officials.

Ofthe100,000+ 
Coldwell Banker 

Associates worldwide, 
local brokers Aric 
Sneddon, Missy Johnson, 
Randy Paredes, Alva 
Bracey, Sadie Ward, 
Justin Young, and John 
Barnett all received rec-
ognition for their produc-
tion placing them among 
in the upper echelon of 
the brokers in the entire 

Coldwell Banker system.
Aric Sneddon earned 

the International Sterling 
Society award placing 
him in the top 16 percent 
of all Coldwell Banker 
brokers internationally.

Missy Johnson, 
Randy Paredes, Justin 

Rhody Court visits Oregon 
House of Representatives

Coldwell Banker Coast Real 
Estate Brokers Honored

Ideas floated for LCC Florence campus

See ARSON, Page A7See LCC, Page A8

See HONORED, Page A7

Jerry Rust, top center, held a town hall to talk about improving the Florence LCC Campus. Tony Reed photo
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WALTER HOMENYK
In memory of Walter 

Homenyk ( 1956-2025) 
from Mapleton, OR, age 
69, celebration of life will 
be held at Cross Roads 
Church at 1:00pm on the 
12th of April 2025. 

ROSEMARY GOODWIN
Rosemary Goodwin 

went to live with our lord 
on March 10th, 2025. She 

is survived by her hus-
band, George of 66 years 
and daughter, Machelle 
and is preceded in death 
by her children Lean and 
Kevin Goodwin. She was 
devoted to her garden 
and her many friends and 
Florence United Methodist 
Church. A memorial fund 
has been established at 
the United Methodist 
Church. Services will be 
held March 12th at the 
Florence Presbyterian 
Church at 1:00 pm April 
12th, 2025. 

ARCHIE HORNFELT
Archie Hornfelt age 

95 of Florence passed 
away March 24th.  
Arrangements are being 
held at Burns’s Riverside 
Chapel Florence Funeral 
Home.

POLICE LOG
The Florence Police 
Department responded to 
the following calls from 
March 25 to April 1

TUESDAY MARCH 25 
At 7:57 a.m., officers 

received a report of a sub-
ject camping near a busi-
ness along Highway 101. 
Officers arrived to move 
the subject along.

At 9:51 a.m., a subject 
came to the front desk 
at the police department 
to inquire whether a par-
ticular encounter would 
put him in violation of a 
restraining order. Subject 
was told it would not, and 
no arrest was made.

At 10:42 a.m., officers 
observed a subject in the 
2000 block of Highway 
101 they knew to have a 
warrant. The subject was 
placed under arrest. 

At 11:02 a.m. officers 
responded to the area of 
8th Street and Wecoma 
for a report of stolen 
gasoline.

At 2:52 p.m., officers 
responded to the area of 
Highway 101 and 2nd 
Street for a report of a 
vehicle accident. Officers 
found two vehicles 
involved, only minor inju-
ries. Three citations were 
issued. 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 26
At 5:25 a.m., officers 

responded to the 700 
block of 1st Street for a 
report of loud noise com-
ing from the water treat-
ment plant. Officers spoke 
to staff who said the light 
humming noise was typ-
ical and determined that 
no violations of city ordi-
nances were occurring.

At 7:40 a.m., officers 
responded to a report of 
a person in distress in the 
2900 block of Highway 
101. Officers contacted 
the subject to find they 
were fine, but had active 
warrants. Subject was 
taken into custody for  
a felony warrant from 
Benton County and a mis-
demeanor warrant from 
Marion County. 

At 12:02 p.m., officers 
arrived in the 1700 block 
of 43rd Street for a report 
of theft. After a short 
investigation, officers 
determined it was a civil 
issue over payment in a 
private sale. 

At 1:44 p.m.,  a subject 
brought a vehicle to the 
police department saying 
it had been hit while it 
was parked in town.

At 6:50 p.m., officers 
responded to the 100 
block of Highway 101 for 
a report of criminal mis-
chief. officers found an 
ongoing dispute between 
subjects, one of whom 
claimed gas had been 
siphoned from a vehicle 
and lug nuts loosened.

At 7:14 p.m., officers 
responded to the 3900 
Block of South Oak Street 
to perform a civil standby 
during a separation.

At 7:42 p.m., a dog 
was brought to the police 
station that “looked like 
Toto.” Dog was taken to 
the shelter.

THURSDAY MARCH 27
At 5:34 a.m., officers 

responded to the hospital 
to take a report for an 
assault that occurred out-
side city limits.

At 7:24 a.m., officers 
responded to the 2000 
block of 17th Street for 
a report of theft from a 

vehicle. Owner told offi-
cers that the doors were 
not locked and various 
items had been taken from 
inside.

At 8:52 a.m., officers 
responded to the 3400 
block of Lilac Street for a 
trailer in a driveway that 
had trash blowing from 
it. Officers contacted the 
owner and counseled them 
on securing the trash. 

At 11:52 a.m., a caller 
near the gun range 
reported hearing rapid fire 
shots. Officers checked 
but found nothing in vio-
lation of law.

At 12:19 p.m., a subject 
turned in a phone that had 
been found downtown. 
Officers checked the 
phone, found the owner 
and returned it. 

At 1:34 p.m., officers 
were responding to assist 
sheriff’s deputies for a 
report of a subject with 
a knife. According to 
reports, one officer was 
involved in a traffic acci-
dent while responding 
with lights and siren acti-
vated. No injuries were 
reported and Oregon State 
Police are investigating 
the accident. 

At 4:54 p.m., officers 
responded to the area of 
10th and Laurel Street 
for a reported possible 
hit and run accident. The 
vehicle sustained damage 
to the mirror, but it was 
unknown if it was caused 
by another vehicle. 

At 5:40 p.m., officers 
responded to the 4100 
Block of Munsel Creek 
Road  for a report that 
a subject was trying to 
break into a mailbox. 
Subject was located and 
arrested for criminal mis-
chief and resisting arrest. 

At 6:02 p.m., officers 
responded to the 2300 
block of Highway 101 
for a report of shop-
lifting. Officers are 
examining video and 
the case remains under 
investigation.

At 9:54 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1600 
block of Maple Street 
for a report of a dispute 
occurring. Officers arrived 
to find two intoxicated 
subjects in a verbal dis-
pute and separated them 
for the evening. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 28
At 12:31 a.m., officers 

responded to the 1400 
block of 9th Street for a 
report of a subject yelling 
at people. 

At 2:18 p.m., officers 
responded to the 4800 
block of Highway 101 for 
a report of a hazard in the 
roadway.

At 2:41 p.m., officers 
responded to a report 
of a disorderly subject 
and downtown florence. 
Subject was gone when 
officers arrived.

At 2:43 p.m., officers 
responded to the 4300 
block of Highway 101 for 
a reported Hit and Run 
accident. Officer spoke 
to the caller who said her 
car was hit in a shopping 
Center parking lot.

At 6:49 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1600 
block of Highway 126 
for a report that a female 
subject was breaking stuff 
inside a store. Officers 
arrived and arrested 
the subject for criminal 
mischief.

At 10:40 p.m., officers 
responded to the 100 
block of Highway 101 
for a reported possible 
overdose. Officers admin-
istered Narcan to the sub-
ject, who then regained 
consciousness and 
appeared otherwise ok. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 29
At 10:47 a.m., officers 

responded to the 1500 
Block of Highway 101 for 
a report of fraud. Caller 
told officers that someone 
had been using his card, 
causing it to be placed 
on hold. Case is under 
investigation. 

At 5:17 p.m., officers 
responded to the 3900 
block of Highway 101 for 
a reported dog bite. No 
injuries occurred, but a 
report was taken.

At 10:36 p.m., a caller 
reported finding a phone 
in Old Town. Phone was 
turned over to the police 
department. 

At 8:50 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1100 
Block of 8th Street for a 
report of a stolen vehicle. 
Officers determined it 
was a civil issue regard-
ing a pending sale of a 
vehicle.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30
At 10:44 a.m., a caller 

reported that a vehicle 
stolen from Florence 
had been located at the 
mission in Eugene. Case 
was referred to the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

At 7;03 p.m., a phone 
was turned into the police 
department. Officers were 
able to contact the family 
of the owner.

At t9:18 p.m., officers 
responded to the area of 
2nd and Maple Street for 
a report of illegal camp-
ing in the area. 

MONDAY, MARCH 31
At 9:51 a.m., officers 

were summoned to the 
Municipal Court to arrest 
a subject with a warrant. 

At 10:30 a.m., officers 
responded to the  4,000 
block of Highway 101 
or a death investigation. 
Officers reported nothing 
was suspicious in nature.

At 1:45 p.m., officers 
responded to the area of 
15th Street and Spruce 
Street for a report of ille-
gal camping.

At 3:18 p.m., a sub-
ject came into the police 
department to report 
being harassed over social 
media.

At 7:10 p.m., officers 
responded to Three Rivers 
Casino for a report of a 
dispute occurring there. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 1
At 10:13 a.m., officers 

responded to the bath-
rooms on Bay Street for a 
report of a subject bang-
ing on the wall. Officers 
contacted the subject 
who said he was simply 
talking loudly. 

At 10:26 a.m., a Code 
Enforcement officer 
responded to the area 
of Pine Street and 20th 
Street for a report of an 
abandoned vehicle in the 
area.

At 2:43 p.m., a caller 
in the 1400 block of Pine 
Street reported that some-
one went into a yard and 
stole a bag of aluminum 
cans.

At 3:19 p.m., officers 
responded to the area of 
the Bay Street gazebo for 
a report of a disorderly 
subject there. Officers 
were told a subject was 
panhandling in the area. 

At 3:26 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1500 
Block of 9th Street for 
a report of a woman 
laying on the sidewalk 
unclothed. Officers 
arrived to find it was not 
as reported. 

At 6:11 p.m.,  officers 
responded to the area of 
the Bay Street gazebo 
for a report of a subject 
carrying a guitar and 
wrapped in a blanket, 
being disorderly. Officers 
investigated but found no 
violations. Subject was 
advised of city codes. 

Sean Hummel, Sales & Finance

Come take a look at 
our ever changing 
inventory!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Mike Blankenship
Broker, ABR, SRS

541 991-7826

4817 Laguna Ave. - $649,000
3 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 1065 SqFt. Four tax lots 0.23 
ac each. Beautiful Siltcoos Lake view property in 
Westlake. #3609-24665428

Corner of 10th & Maple St. • 541-997-3533
www.fl orencecrossroadag.org

email: offi ce@fl orencecrossroadag.org

We invite you to 
join us.

Sunday 9:00
1st Service in person

 
Sunday 11:00

2nd Service in person & Online
Children’s Church (0yrs-12yrs) 

in person & Online

RECYC L E

OSU COLLEGE OF 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

Climate change could 
pose a dual threat to 
native species by reduc-
ing their suitable habitats 
and increasing predation 
pressure from non-native 
species, a new study by 
Oregon State University 
researchers finds.

The effects of climate 
change and biological 
invasions on the geo-
graphical distribution of 
native species have been 
studied separately, but 
their combined effects 
remain overlooked, said 
Ivan Arismendi, an asso-
ciate professor in Oregon 
State’s Department of 
Fisheries, Wildlife, and 
Conservation Sciences.

The new study, pub-
lished in Global Change 
Biology, begins to change 
that. The researchers 
found that future climate 
conditions will reduce 
habitat suitability for 
native and non-native 
species, but an increase 
in habitat overlap might 
exacerbate the negative 
effects of non-native spe-
cies, potentially leading to 
local extinctions of native 
species.

“Climate change and 
biological invasions are 
increasingly affecting 
ecosystems globally,” 
Arismendi said. “It’s crit-
ical to understand their 
combined impacts so that 
we can anticipate and 
adapt management strate-
gies that account for shift-
ing interactions between 
native and non-native 
species.”

Using ecological niche 
models, which are com-
putational tools that use 
environmental data to 
predict where species live, 
Arismendi, Guillermo 
Giannico and Arif Jan 
developed a framework to 
assess how climate change 
influences the range of 
and habitat overlap among 
species.

For the study, they 

evaluated the invasion of 
non-native smallmouth 
bass and northern pike 
in the Pacific Northwest 
and their impact on native 
redband trout and bull 
trout. While they focused 
narrowly on those species, 
they noted that the model 
could be used to study 
other species and geo-
graphic regions.

They found that the 
distribution of suitable 
habitats for redband trout, 
bull trout, smallmouth 
bass and northern pike 
will undergo reductions 
under future climatic 
conditions, and this will 
be accompanied by these 
species shifting to higher 
elevation habitats, where 
the water is colder.

“Cold water refuges in 
upstream areas will serve 
as converging zones for 
native and non-native 
fishes,” said Jan, a doc-
toral student at Oregon 
State. “Past research has 
documented predatory 
interactions toward salmo-
nids by smallmouth bass 
and northern pike where 
their habitat overlaps. 
This means potential year-
round predation and com-
petition pressures during 
the early life stages of 
salmonids.”

The researchers fear 
that this increased nega-
tive interaction could lead 
to local extinctions of 
native salmonids, similar 
to what has happened in 
southeastern Alaska and 
other parts of the world.

“This study highlights 
the need for integrated 
management strategies 
that address both direct 
and indirect effects of 
interactions among spe-
cies,” said Giannico, a 
professor of fisheries 
at Oregon State. “Our 
approach is simple and 
cost-effective for pri-
oritizing habitats for 
the early detection and 
monitoring of invasive 
species and their potential 
future impacts on native 
species.”

Climate change, non-
native species pose 

double trouble for native 
species, study shows

Staffing management 
of Cassie’s coffee, located 
at Highway 101 and 18th 
street, will be supporting 
the backpack for kids pro-
gram. On Monday April 
14th, every cup of coffee 
sold will result in a dona-
tion to The food backpack 
for kids program.

Food Backpack for Kids 

is a collective of local 
community members who 
distribute food to schools 
for students who need it, 
with the goal that no child 
goes hungry. 

For more information 
about the program and 
how you can help, go to 
https://foodbackpackfork-
ids.com/ 

Get caffeinated for kids
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ONLINE POLL

CORRECTION

LAST WEEK, WE ASKED,

“OF WHICH TOPICS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE 
MORE LOCAL COVERAGE THIS SUMMER?”

The results were: 
Community News:......................................75.8 percent 
Summer construction projects:............9.1 percent
Summer events:............................................ 15.2 percent
Visitors/ Tourism:....................................... Zero percent

THIS WEEK, WE’RE ASKING,

WHICH IDEA WOULD BE BEST TO 
IMPLEMENT AT THE LANE COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE FLORENCE CAMPUS?

Technology/smartphone classes for seniors
College credit courses for high school students
Arts, music and performance
Marine science courses

It’s a common claim by 
Government officials that they may 
violate our rights in the name of 
national security. The Signalgate 
controversy raises a new test to our 
rights: The Administration risks 
national security in order to preserve 
its ability to repress its citizens. The 
deportations to El Salvador raises its 
own issues. The Government knows 
who is a terrorist and we have to 
assume the truth of that assertion. 
We then have to accept their actions. 
The Government portrays it as an 
exceptional event even if the claims 
are false.

Signalgate is worse. The 

Administration risks our compro-
mise our security in order to violate 
our rights.

Thanks to Timothy Snyder, pro-
fessor of History, Yale University. 
Most of this piece is derived from 
his works. He argues that invoking 
national security allows our freedom 
in order to get safety. The result is 
the loss of both our rights and our 
security.

Michael Charlton
Florence

I want to thank and commend 
the Siuslaw News, and specifically 
Tony Reed, for the excellent and 

exhaustive piece on the Val Hoyle 
town hall appearance on March 19 
which appeared in the March 26th 
issue of the paper. Equally well 
done was the article on the Tsunami 
Warning System which appeared 
in the same edition of the paper.  A 
great touch including the message, 
printed in red, on how the layoffs 
are impacting their work. Well done. 

George Durant
Florence

Florence sucks
Tim Cutting

Florence

CITY OF FLORENCE

The Florence Police Department 
and Western Lane Fire & EMS 
Authority, in partnership with 
Three Rivers Foundation, Kids Safe 
Northwest, and State Farm, is host-
ing a FREE Car Seat Clinic to help 
families ensure their children are 
safe on the road.

Car crashes are a leading cause 
of injury for young children, and 

proper car seat installation is crucial 
for their safety. Certified technicians 
will be on-site to inspect, install, 
and adjust car seats to meet state 
safety guidelines. Parents and care-
givers are encouraged to bring their 
vehicle, car seat, and children for a 
hands-on safety check.

Need a car seat? A limited num-
ber of new and replacement car 
seats will be available for qualifying 
families at no cost, thanks to our 

generous community partners.
This is a great opportunity to 

ensure your child’s safety on the 
road—no appointment needed!

Date: Saturday, April 19th
Time: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Location: Miller Park
For more information, contact Liz 

at 541-997-3212 or SRO Coons at 
541-997-3515.

Let’s work together to keep our 
little passengers safe!

To Clarify: The March 26 Headline “Charter opening 
delay and Banned Book” referred to separate issues and 
should not be confused as suggesting the Charter School 
banned a book. The subsequent stories were separate 
and explained each in detail. 

LOS COMPADRES
A mistake led to an incorrect headline in the April 

2 issue. While the “old” Los Compadres building was 

demolished earlier this year, the “new” Los Compadres 
is still in business at 1161 Highway 101 in Florence. We 
apologize for any confusion or inconvenience caused by 
this.

BEAUDREAU CORRECTION 
While initially reported to this paper as occurring 

through March, the exhibit featuring the artwork of Jo 
Beaudreau will continue through April.

Child car seat clinic
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offer good through 4/29/25
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20% OFF
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Just mention this ad
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visit us online at www.jimhoberg.com

sales@wcresi.com • rentals@wcresi.com

in Real Estatein Real Estate
Celebrating over Celebrating over 30 30 YearsYears

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

JIM HOBERG,
ABR,ABRM,CRS, 

GRI, SRES, GREEN
Broker/Owner

• • •

1870 Hwy. 126, Suite A • PO Box 3040, Florence, OR

• RESIDENTIAL • LAND • COMMERCIAL • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT •

AI springs into 
the season with the 
April Exhibition—an 
all-member Backstreet 
show of over 20 artists 
entitled “AI—Artistic 
Intelligence.” Attend the 
2nd Saturday reception 
on Saturday, April 12, 
from 3-5 p.m. and enjoy 
the best art on the Oregon 
Coast with wine, snacks, 
and easy-listening music 
with singer/keyboardist/
bassist Jeff Lovejoy.

Prepare to be captivated 
by the amazing Gallery 
filled with unique artistic 
work in a multitude of 
subjects and media. You’ll 

find something to pique 
every interest.

Painterly artists create 
masterful, dynamic, tran-
quil, and inspired pieces 
in oil, acrylic, watercolor, 
and ink. Photographers 
capture breathtaking 
moments of serenity, 
drama, and strong effects 
of light on unique subjects 
and nature. Distinctive 
textural weaving, quilting, 
and paper painting col-
lages provide a three-di-
mensional impact along 
with the decorated gourds 
and one-of-a-kind ceramic 
works varying from 
decorative to practical. 

Lustrous glass pieces, 
stained- glass lamps, beau-
tiful jewelry and extraor-
dinary beads will capture 
your attention. Throughout 
the show, appreciate the 
attention to detail, com-
position, and color from 
vibrant to subtle, and 
enjoy a bit of whimsy here 
and there.

The Backstreet authors 
present a diverse book 
collection that spans 
suspenseful novels, to 
local attractions (like our 
bridges,) and historic 
events, from exciting 
memoirs to humor, and 
poetry—a variety to 

interest every literary 
taste.

Also, don’t miss the 
opportunity to explore the 
popular collection of one-
of-a-kind, or and book-
marks. Find just the per-
fect one to express your 
most personal sentiments.

Meet the artists and 
learn about their tech-
niques, processes and 
motivations at the up-com-
ing reception. The Gallery 
is open daily from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Artists interested 
in membership can pick 
up an application at the 
Gallery or online at www.
backstreetgallery.org.

EMT to Speak 
at City Club 

HELP! Call 911. Then 
what?!?

Thursday, April 10, 
2025, Rob Chance, 
Deputy Chief for Fire 
and EMS, and line per-
sonnel, will provide the 
answers to that and many 
other questions when he 
speaks to City Club in 
the Bromley Room of the 
Siuslaw Public Library.

SUBMITTED by 
PEACEHEALTH

Matthew Bzdega (Bah-
ze-gah), MD has accepted 
the position of Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO) 
for PeaceHealth Peace 
Harbor Medical Center, 
effective April 6.

As CMO, Dr. Bzdega 
will be serve as a mem-
ber of the local executive 
team and be responsi-
ble for leading quality, 
patient safety, and patient 
experience at Peace 
Harbor. He will also work 
alongside Peace Harbor’s 
Chief Administrative 
Officer, Jason Hawkins, 
and other stakeholders to 
ensure compliance and 
alignment with strategic 
initiatives.

Prior to his new 
role, Dr. Bzdega 
served as the CMO for 
PeaceHealth Medical 
Group at PeaceHealth 
Ketchikan Medical 
Center in Ketchikan, 
Alaska. He began his 
career at the University 
of Florida, Department 
of Anesthesiology, as 
the General Anesthesia 
Assistant Clinical 
Professor and OPS 

Anesthesiologist 
before joining 
PeaceHealth in 2017 
as the Anesthesiologist 
Department Chair for 
PeaceHealth Ketchikan 
Medical Center.

Dr. Bzdega earned 
his bachelor’s degree in 
Applied Physics, with a 
Minor in Applied Math, 
from Emory University 
and his master’s degree in 
Mechanical Engineering 
from the University of 
Michigan. He earned 
his Doctor of Medicine 
from the University of 
Iowa, Carver College of 
Medicine where he also 
completed his residency 
in anesthesiology.

PeaceHealth Peace Harbor 
Medical Center Announces 
New Chief Medical Officer

MATTHEW BZDEGA

Backstreet Gallery Dives into AI

The Florence First 
Citizen Committee is 
excited to announce a 
special banquet that will 
celebrate and recognize 
the Florence First Citizen 
and Future First Citizen 
leaders in our community. 

Florence First Citizens 
are individuals who priori-
tize service over self, ded-
icating their time, exper-
tise, and thoughtful energy 
to enhance our communi-
ty’s quality of life. These 
awards are given to com-
munity members of the 
Florence area who have 
demonstrated exemplary 
citizenship through their 

actions and dedication to 
the community over the 
years. They may be qui-
etly contributing to your 
organization with ideas 
and time, or they could 
be leaders within your 
group, working diligently 
to bring new ideas and 
projects to fruition.

We will also recog-
nize a senior high school 
student as Florence First 
Citizen, who exemplifies 
civic involvement and 
contributes to the wel-
fare and improvement 
of Florence and/or the 
surrounding communities. 
They will receive a $2,500 

scholarship from the 
Marteen Wick Scholarship 
Fund. 

Formerly part of the 
Siuslaw Awards, this event 
will highlight the gener-
osity and commitment of 
individuals in the Florence 
community who have self-
lessly contributed to its 
growth and prosperity. 

This year’s nominees 
for Florence First Citizen 
are Carol Bennett and 
Steve Skidmore. The 
nominees for the Future 
First Citizen are Macali 
Lade, Kamorah Lake, 
Macy McNeill, Storm 
Engle, Claire Lindell and 

Addison McNeill. 
This special recognition 

banquet will take place on 
April 29th at the Florence 
Events Center from 12 
p.m. to 1 p.m. Doors 
open at 11:30 a.m. Tickets 
are $25 and include a 
delicious light lunch and 
sweet treats. They can be 
purchased online at www.
thegooddeedprojectflor-
ence.com. The deadline is 
April 18th. 

Please join us in cel-
ebrating all the amazing 
community members who 
put Florence first.

Florence First AND Future First Citizen Nominees Announce

Want to 
subscribe to 
the Siuslaw 
News? Call:

541-997-3441
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Come celebrate two 
major milestones: The 
40th anniversary at our 
current location and the 
110th anniversary of the 
founding of the Florence 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, in the community, 
located at 4445 Highway 
101, in Florence.

The service will begin 
at 10:00am Sabbath morn-

ing, May 3rd, 2025. The 

event will feature special 
speakers, a large selection 
of music, a fellowship 
meal and time to visit 
friends you haven’t seen 
in many years!

We hope you can come 
and celebrate this mon-
umental occasion as we 
take a walk down memory 
lane, share memories and 
praise the Lord for His 

provisions.

If you have questions, 
please contact Don 
Large at: donchurchbiz@
gmail.com or phone 
541-999-7389. Please 
RSVP to Kathy Miller 
at: kepy326@gmail.
com or phone 907-617-
3427, by April 16th, 2025, 
if you will be attending 
and staying for the fellow-
ship meal.

Roby’s Furniture & 
Appliance was named 
the 2025 BrandSource 
Dealer of the Year for the 
Northwest Region at the 
BrandSource Summit & 
EXPO, held March 23-26 
at the Gaylord Opryland 
Resort & Convention 
Center in Nashville. 
Owners Ryan Lewis and 
Andrea Langeliers were 
honored at the buying 
group’s award ceremony, 
which was a highlight of 
the annual show.

Roby’s was founded in 
1950 in Tillamook, Ore., 
and was originally an 
office furniture store. It 
evolved over time into a 
traditional furniture store, 

and by the mid 1990s had 
added appliances to its 
inventory. Since then, it 
has expanded to include 
mattresses, cabinets and 

flooring. The staff now 
includes furniture, cabinet, 
countertop and flooring 
designers along with a full 
slate of sales associates, 

delivery and warehouse 
workers, office staff and 
more. Roby’s operates 
several stores in Oregon 
including one in Florence. 

Pictured: Ryan Lewis and Andrea Langeliers 
receiving the award

Roby’s Furniture & Appliance Receives Dealer of the Year Award

An anniversary celebration
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SPONSORS:SPONSORS:
Wine Sponsor: Three Rivers 
Casino Resort 
Corkage Fee: Florence 
Events Center
Linen Sponsor: Alsco
Hors d’oeuvres: Hyak
Emcee: Ron Green
Auctioneer: Bob Sneddon

THE ROTARY 2025 AUCTION TABLE SPONSORSTHE ROTARY 2025 AUCTION TABLE SPONSORS
• Berkshire - Hathaway • The Carmer Agency – American Family Insurance 

• City of Florence • Coldwell Banker Coast Real Estate • Cross Roads Assembly 
• Dragon’s Breath Pottery • Florence Arts, Culture & Entertainment 

• Florence Dental Clinic • Florence Eye Clinic • Hanawalt, Ferguson – Attorneys 
At Law • Heceta Self Storage • Hoagland Properties, Inc. • Hocus Pocus 

• Hyak • Irrigation Consulting, Inc. • John Robertson • KCST & KCFM Radio 
• Kitchen Klutter/Dorothy Hosking • Lane Community College 

• Laurel Bay Gardens • Law Offices of Scott Bailey and Dan Garner • Lofy 
Construction • McMullen Properties/Deb & Larry Lamb • Oregon Pacific Bank 

• PeaceHealth Peace Harbor Medical Center • Rodger and Carol Bennett 
• Scott Ryland Plumbing • Siuslaw Consulting • Siuslaw School District 

• Tim and Melissa Moffett • Three Rivers Casino Resort

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING 
IN-KIND DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS:IN-KIND DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS:

• Andrea Sanchez • Bettina Hannigan • Boys & Girls Club of Florence • Brian Enochian 
• Briena Jensen • Connie Ford • Craig Sanders • Crystal Farnsworth • Dale Edwards 

• Dan Lofy • Deb Lamb • Debbie Rodet • Erin Reynolds • Gary Cargill • Gayle Vinchesi 
• Guy Veach • Janet Louise Huston • Jeanni Sanders • Jen Ackels-Riggs • Jennifer French 
• John Egar • Kellie Daugherty • Kim Erickson • Lara Owens • Larry Farnsworth • Laurel 
Ferguson • Lis & Jeff Farm • Lisa Walter-Sedlacek • Marianne Brisbane • Meg Spencer 

• Megan Catalfamo • Mina Dickson • Ron Green • Ron Skulley • Sadie Ward 
• Shasta McMullen • Spencer Ackels-Riggs • Stephanie Restrepo 
• Steve Jackson • Steve Skidmore • Tim Moffett • Tim Salisbury 

• Vanessa Buss • Vicki Philben • Wayne Sharpe

ROTARY 2025 AUCTION DINNER - DESSERTSROTARY 2025 AUCTION DINNER - DESSERTS
Desserts were beautifully created by:

• Chris Chandler • DeAnn Hawkins • Gini Read • Graham Ross 
• Helja Kosunen • Jill Thomas • Lori Johnson • Pacific Sourdough of 

Waldport • Sweet Magnolia Bakery • Sally Wantz • Scott Bailey 
• Sugar Shack Bakery • The Shorewood • Three Rivers Casino

SPONSORED BY OUR PAST PRESIDENTSSPONSORED BY OUR PAST PRESIDENTS
• John Bartlett • Phil & Bobbi Brubaker • Ron Caputo • Kim Erickson 

• Lis Farm • Crystal Farnsworth • Dan Green • Jane Hanawalt 
• Ray Mans • Kevin McMullen • John Moore • Anna Morrison 

• R.J.Pilcher • Pat Riley • Craig Sanders • Wayne Sharpe 
• Steve Skidmore • Karen Skulley • Steve Smoley • Meg Spencer 
• Ted Stevens • Don Stewart • Lisa Walter-Sedlacek • Sally Wantz

THE ROTARY 2025 AUCTION THE ROTARY 2025 AUCTION 
CASH DONORS:CASH DONORS:

• Arlena Morrow • Ben Mondragon • Bill Meyer 
• Dale Edwards • Dana Rodet • Eileen Sigler 

• Florence Motorsports • Frances Keene 
• Haberly Painting • J Johnson Construction 

• John Robertson • Laurel Ferguson 
• Lee Haroun • Martine Harris • North Fork Roofing 

• Oregon Pacific Bank • Rick Yecny 
• Steve Jackson • Steve Skidmore • Vicki Philben 

• Wayne Sharpe • West Coast Auto body

MAKING MAGIC FOR OUR STUDENTSMAKING MAGIC FOR OUR STUDENTS
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND TALENTSTHANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND TALENTS

ROTARY AUCTION CHAIR: DANA RODET
***Committee Chairs***

YOU CAN STILL 
DONATE!!

• Bob Teter • Brian Carmer • Brian Enochain • Colin Morgan 
• Connie Bradley • Crystal Farnsworth • Dan Green • Daryl 
Edwards • DeAnn Hawkins • Erin Linton • Jane Hanawalt 

• Janet Louise Huston • Jenna Bartlett • Jill Thomas 
• John Moore • John Robertson • Karen Skulley 

• Kevin McMullen • Kim Erickson • Larry Farnsworth • Lis Farm 
• Lisa Walter-Sedaleck • Rick Yecny • Ron Green • Sally Wantz 

• Steve Jackson • Steve Skidmore • Tammy Butler • Ted Stevens 
• Tyler Kramer • Wayne Sharpe

FLORENCE ROTARY CLUB RAISES $77K AT ANNUAL 
AUCTION FOR SCHOLARSHIPS/COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Call today for a 
FREE ESTIMATE

541-870-2302
CCB#214400

Colyer Asphalt provides residential and commercial 
sealcoating, asphalt paving, excavation, site 

development, installation and service to the Florence Area

Family owned and operated with 
over 30 years of experience.

Services include:
• Asphalt Driveway Paving
• Asphalt Parking Lot Paving
• Asphalt Patching and more!

JULIA SHUMWAY
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Thousands of 
Oregonians submit-
ted letters opposing a 
Republican senator’s long-
shot attempt to ask voters 
whether to repeal the 
state’s decades-old mail 
voting law, swamping the 
Legislature’s website on 
Monday.

The outcry against Sen. 
David Brock Smith’s 
Senate Bill 210 could 
serve as a preview of 
what’s to come if his 
proposal or a separate 
initiative led by one of 
Brock Smith’s Republican 
rivals makes it to the 2026 
ballot. Oregonians have 
voted entirely by mail 
since 2000, after nearly 
70% of voters approved 
switching to mail ballots 
in 1998.

A quarter-century later, 

and after Republican 
party leaders including 
President Donald Trump 
spent years spreading 
debunked claims of voter 
fraud, Brock Smith argued 
that Oregon voters should 
get to decide again.

“I think it’s time, which 
is why this is a referral for 
Oregonians to either reaf-
firm or deny vote by mail 
in this state,” the Port 
Orford Republican said 
during a Monday hear-
ing of the Senate Rules 
Committee.

The bill, which is 
unlikely to advance in the 
Democratic-controlled 
Senate, would ask voters 
to approve switching from 
mail voting to in-person 
voting on Election Day 
beginning in 2028. It 
also would repeal mul-
tiple recent laws aimed 
at making voting easier, 
including laws that added 

prepaid ballot-return 
envelopes and allowed 
the counting of ballots 
mailed and postmarked by 
Election Day that arrive 
at clerks’ offices up to a 
week later.

Brock Smith’s proposal 
would allow people to 
vote by mail if they’re 
unable to vote in person 
on Election Day — if they 
ask for the ballot at least 
21 days before an election 
and submit a valid Oregon 
driver’s license, driver 
permit, state identification 
card, U.S. passport or mil-
itary identification card.

Supporters of Oregon’s 
electoral system have long 
praised the state’s vote-
by-mail system for its 
convenience. Oregon turn-
out in both presidential 
and midterm elections far 
exceeds the national aver-
age, even after automatic 
voter registration added 
hundreds of thousands of 
eligible but unengaged 
voters to voter rolls begin-
ning in 2016.

But proponents of end-
ing mail voting, including 
Rep. Court Boice, R-Gold 
Beach, said convenience 

shouldn’t be the goal 
of the state’s electoral 
system.

“The folks that I rep-
resent, the majority, want 
voting and Election Day 
to be about responsibility, 
not about convenience,” 
Boice said.

Renee Asher lives in 
rural Coos County, one 
of the southwest Oregon 
counties Boice and Brock 
Smith represent. She 
attended the hearing vir-
tually to say that she and 
other neighbors support 
Oregon’s mail voting.

“I live in a rural com-
munity with a lot of peo-
ple that lack accessibility 
or ability to get to a poll-
ing center,” she said. “We 
don’t have polling centers 
here. You have people 
that work multiple jobs, 
as I do myself, (and we) 
do face voter intimidation 
in our area. I think that it 
would be a big mistake to 
repeal mail-in voting.”

Asher was also one 
of the more than 11,000 
Oregonians who submitted 
written testimony ahead 
of Monday’s hearing, 
temporarily breaking the 
Legislature’s website and 
slowing it to a crawl for 
most of the day. More 
than 85% of the letters 
submitted opposed Brock 
Smith’s bill, while testi-
mony in the hearing was 
more evenly split.

Ayla Hofler said she 
drove 100 miles from her 
rural home near Banks to 
testify for the bill, which 
she considered the most 
important of the thousands 
of bills lawmakers intro-
duced this year.

“We all come out of 

the hills just fine to vote,” 
Hofler said. “We’re ready 
to train our volunteers and 
get on with the old way. 
We know what it’s like to 
have somebody stand in 
front of us, check our sig-
nature, know who we are, 
put a ballot number to our 
ballot, and it’s all tallied 
on the same day.”

Sen. James Manning, 
a Eugene Democrat who 
lost the Democratic pri-
mary for secretary of state 
last year, said he spent his 
campaign traveling the 
state and talking to voters 
about how the system 
could be better. Most of 
the people he talked to 
liked voting by mail, espe-
cially after the paid post-
age law he championed a 
few years ago, he said.

“I’m trying to figure out 
if this is an issue looking 
for a problem, because I 
don’t see it here in our 
state,” Manning said. “I 
think that this is a national 
movement to try to make 
something of nothing.”

Registered Oregon vot-
ers automatically receive 
ballots at their homes, and 
they can choose to return 
them by mail, dropping 
them in a ballot box or 
turning them in at their 
county elections office. 
They can also opt to vote 
in person — each county 
elections office must 
have at least three private 
voting booths for voters 
who want the experience 
of filling out a ballot in a 
polling place.

Erin Otey, a night shift 
nurse at a skilled rehab 
facility in Oregon City, 
said she came to testify 
against the bill on behalf 

of her patients who are 
able to exercise their 
right to vote because they 
receive ballots by mail.

“These people are 
bedbound,” she said. 
“And even people that 
are housebound wouldn’t 
have the opportunity to 
get to an in-person place, 
and it would put their 
health further at risk by 
exposing them to germs 
and viruses that could 
actually end their life.”

Catherine Stearns, a 
retired state worker from 
Corvallis, said she brags 
to her out-of-state friends 
about Oregon’s higher 
voter participation rates 
and the state’s innovative 
approach to elections, 
including being the first 
state to adopt mail bal-
lots and automatic voter 
registration.

“In my opinion, Senate 
Bill 210 takes a giant 
leap backwards to a time 
when things worked only 
for some of the people,” 
Stearns said.

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2025/03/31/
thousands-of-orego-
nians-slam-repub-
lican-senators-at-
tempt-to-end-mail-ballots/

Oregon Capital Chronicle is 
part of  States Newsroom, 
a network of  news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of  donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Oregon Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.

Thousands of Oregonians slam Republican 
senator’s attempt to end mail ballots

www.polkio.com

Pencil
us in!

Siuslaw News
News & views that define our community

www.thesiuslawnews.com
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that matched the burnt 
one.”

After additional inves-
tigation, Jeffery was 
arrested and lodged at 
the Lane County Jail. 
According to jail records, 
she remains in custody for 
two counts of attempting 
to commit a crime (ORS 
161.405) for arson 1 and 
assaulting an officer. 

Jeffery was also 
arrested, booked and 
released from Coos 
County jail on March 17, 
for attempting to commit 
a crime in Coquille, which 
was unspecified. Two days 
before, on March 15, she 
was arrested for criminal 

trespass in the 2nd degree, 
according to Coos County 
Jail records. 

Sheriff’s Sgt. Tim 
Wallace said it didn’t 
appear that Jeffery had her 
own vehicle at the time of 
arrest.

Wallace wanted to 
specify, based on inqui-
ries from others, that the 
vehicle involved in the 
attempted arson was not a 
Tesla Cybertruck, which 
should have been clear 
with regard to the sock 
being placed in the gaso-
line filler cap. 

Arson
From Page A1

Young, and Alva Bracey, 
achieved the International 
Diamond Society award 
placing them in the 
top 10 percent of all 
Coldwell Banker brokers 
internationally.

Sadie Clark earned the 
President’s Circle award, 
placing her in thetop 7% 
of all Coldwell Banker 

brokers internationally.
And finally, John 

Barnett received the 
coveted President’s 
Elite award placing him 
in the top 2% of all 
Coldwell Banker brokers 
internationally.

In addition, the local 
firm owner Andy Johnson 
and his firm once again 
(forthe 10th consecutive

year) garnered top 
distinction among the 
region as a “Premier 
Office - Gold designation’ 

recognized as atop pro-
ducing company for its 
size across the U.S. Only 
7percent of all Coldwell

Banker offices achieve 
this recognition. Johnson 
commented, “In our small 
coastal town of Florence, 
to have more than half 
of our

brokers receive such 
coveted recognition in the 
Coldwell Banker system 
is truly remarkable. It 
is a result of their atten-
tion to detail and ability 

to connect with people 
and serve their needs.” 
Johnson added, “It’s an 
amazing accomplishment.

Coldwell Banker 
Coast Real Estate, one of 
Florence’s longest estab-
lished local businesses is 
located at 100 Highway 
101. The local firm is in 
its 69th year in business 
and has been an affili-
ate of Coldwell Banker, 
the nation’s premier real 
estate network, since 
1999.

Adam Skinner , Sales

Come take a look at 
our ever changing 
inventory!

Free Estimates
Licensed & Bonded
Florence, OR 97439
CCB#221760

Dan and Teresa Lofy, Owners
And Watson

WE DO IT ALL!
• Service pellet stoves
• Pressure washing
• Gutter cleaning
• House washing
• Clean and vacuum lint from dryer vent.
• Clean and vacuum dryer 

inside from lint.
• Check washer lines for leakage
• Inspect exterior door hardware; fix 

squeaky handles and loose locks.
• AND MUCH MORE for your home.

Did you know Coastal Home 
Services cleans chimneys?

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Heidi White
Broker

541-600-6058
85287 Hemlock St - $849,000

6 Bdrms, 3.5 Baths, 4414 SqFt. Ideal for 
multi-generational living on almost 19 acres. 
New paint, carpet, lighting and flooring. #3563-
24062108

Buying or Selling? I can help!

Honored
From Page A1

OREGON COAST HUMANE SOCIETY
2840 Rhododendron Drive • Florence • 541-997-4277

 www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org 

Shelter hours are
10am - 5pm  

seven days a week

Thrift Store
1193 Bay Street
Mon-Sat: 10am - 5pm
Sun: 11am - 5pm

Together we are changing the world four paws at a time!

Pet of the Week

BOOMERBOOMER
Boomer is an 80-pound hound with a heart as big as his voice! 

This outgoing pup has attended numerous events, effortlessly 
winning over dogs and people of all ages. Boomer is happiest 
outdoors, whether on walks, lounging in the sun, or exploring 
enticing scents. If you’re ready for a joyful companion and endless 
adventures, Boomer is the one for you!

Albatross RecordsAlbatross Records
We are proud to be a monthly We are proud to be a monthly 

sponsor of the Pet of the Week!sponsor of the Pet of the Week!
We buy, sell and trade records and CDsWe buy, sell and trade records and CDs

211 Harbor Street, Old Town Florence211 Harbor Street, Old Town Florence
541-514-4713541-514-4713

Hours: Fri and Sat from 11 am – 5 pmHours: Fri and Sat from 11 am – 5 pm

Siuslaw Vision, 
Siuslaw Family 
Connection, and the 
Child Care Working 
Group seek informa-
tion on Siuslaw Region 
families’ child care 
needs. Take the Child 
Care Needs & Support 
Survey to learn about 
care options, quality 
care, affordability, and 
more, as well as report 
what your family needs 
to care for your children. 
go to https://siuslawvi-
sion.org/surveys-assess-
ments/ and click on the 
Survey of Child Care 
Needs.This information 
will be used to support 

regional work to increase 
child care capacity and 
provide solutions for 
families in Florence, 
Mapleton, Dunes City, 
Deadwood, and Upriver 
Siuslaw communities.
The Siuslaw Vision Child 
Care Working Group 
includes the City of 
Florence, Florence Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Onward Eugene’s Lane 
County Child Care Sector 
Strategist, Siuslaw Family 
Connection, resource 
providers, local child care 
providers, and parents. 
Learn more about the 
Vision’s work at https://
siuslawvision.org/. 

Instead of its regular 
April meeting, PFLAG 
will host a public forum 
Tuesday, April 15, fea-
turing organizations and 
groups besides PFLAG 
who are open and affirm-
ing to the LGBTQ+ 
community in town. The 
forum, to be held in the 
Bromley Room of the 
Siuslaw Public Library 

from 6 to 7:30 p.m., will 
hear from representatives 
from the health fields, 
education, civic and com-
munity groups, and open 
and affirming faith com-
munities. The event is free 
and open to the public 
and refreshments will be 
available.

PFLAG, which has 
been active in Florence 

since 2011, is a mem-
ber of the Florence Area 
Community Coalition 
and the Chamber of 
Commerce. Its support-
ers have marched in the 
Rhody Parade for a dozen 
years and in the Yachats 
La-de-da Parade with 
PFLAG-Oregon Central 
Coast of Newport for six 
years.

PFLAG-Florence is an 
affiliate of a national orga-
nization with more than 
350 chapters and 200,000 
members and supporters 
across the United States. 
PFLAG is the country’s 
largest organization work-
ing to create a caring, 
just, and affirming world 
for LGBTQ+ people and 
those who love them.

PFLAG to Host Public Forum April 15 at Library

U.S. Senator Ron 
Wyden (D-Ore.) today 
announced he is co-spon-
soring a resolution 
designating April 2025 
as “Preserving and 
Protecting Local News 
Month” to highlight local 
journalism’s vital role 
in U.S. democracy, par-
ticularly as news outlets 
face mounting threats 
and intimidation from the 
Trump administration.    

“The cornerstone of 
democracy is a free and 

fair  press. Among this 
administration’s bla-
tant threats, exclusions 
and intimidation, it’s 
more important than 
ever to protect these 
vital local information 
outlets in Oregon and 
nationwide,” Wyden 
said. “Trump has made it 
painfully clear he thrives 
best in dark, deceitful 
places, which is why I’ll 
keep spotlighting our First 
Amendment rights when-
ever they are threatened 

by authoritarian wan-
na-bes. As the son of a 
journalist and an elected 
official who knows full 
well the need for reliable 
local news, I’ll always 
fight for a free press 
and the crucial service 
it provides in maintain-
ing healthy and vibrant 
communities.” 

In addition to Wyden, 
the resolution was 
led by Senator Brian 
Schatz (D-Hawai‘i) and 
co-sponsored by Senators 

Angus King (I-Maine), 
Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.), Amy 
Klobuchar (D-Minn.), 
John Fetterman (D-Pa.), 
Alex Padilla (D-Calif.), 
Ben Ray Luján (D-N.M.), 
Peter Welch (D-Vt.), 
Mark Warner (D-Va.), 
Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), 
Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.), 
Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), Tina 
Smith (D-Minn.), Maria 
Cantwell (D-Wash.), 
and Michael Bennet 
(D-Colo.).

Wyden Co-Sponsors Resolution Underscoring 
Role of Local News Amid Threats to Free Press

Siuslaw Region 
Child Care Needs 
and Support Survey

CITY OF FLORENCE

The City of Florence has eight new 
sculptures on display in Spring 2025 with 
the next rotation of Art Exposed Old 
Town. 

The Art Exposed Rotating Outdoor 
Art Gallery is a dynamic bi-annual 
rotation of public art that improves the 

livability of the Florence area, creates 
a unique sense of place, and enhances 
community identity, while also provid-
ing an increased economic impact for 
visitors and residents. New art is placed 
in Florence in two galleries every other 
year.

Learn more about the program and the 
art at https://bit.ly/FlorenceArtExposed. 

Art Exposed Old Town 
Completes Installations
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Jim Davis, Sales

Come take a look at our ever 
changing inventory!

“We’re next to the bridge”
100 Hwy 101

Florence, OR 97439

COAST  
REAL ESTATE

(541) 997-7777
cbcoast.com

89492 SUTTON PLACE
Quiet, cozy & private stick-built, 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
home set in a location with great views. Sitting on 
three quarters of an acre, this affordable retreat 
has a lot of potential for future projects. $264,000. 
12788/290448615

FEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEKFEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

to seismic code, and “now 
is the time to reinvest in 
our satellite campuses 
and make sure that we 
are bringing programming 
that people in the commu-
nity really want and care 
about.”

Fölnagy is also a cur-
rent director, representing 
eastern Lane County. He 
is also the president of 
the Oregon Community 
College Association rep-
resenting all 17 commu-
nity colleges in Oregon.

Saying he is very fond 
of the Florence campus, 
Fölnagy said there are 
many opportunities for 
improvement in the next 
four years, including the 
potential for creating con-
sortiums between LCC 
and other community col-
leges. He said that doing 
so could bring additional 
programs into the campus 
or make them available to 
local students.

“I also want to look for 
opportunities for us to 
expand a small business 
development center that 
we support and is a pro-
gram that we operate out 
of our community college. 
I’m actually Amazed by 
the number of businesses 
that are in Florence. In 
many of these businesses, 
the business owners  want 
to retire. Then that busi-
ness goes away, and those 
services are not available 
in the community. Where 
are there opportunities 

to help those owners be 
able to sell it to a new 
owner to continue that 
business and continue 
those services they offer 
to the community? If we 
are able to expand a small 
business development 
center here, we would be 
able to help someone who 
wants to start a business 
create a business. Those 
who want to expand their 
business here would be 
able to do so. Those who 
want to sell their business 
to another person to help 
continue that service, 
and to continue to grow 
and prosper within it.” 
Additionally, he said he 
wanted to look for oppor-
tunities to bring more 
of the community to the 
campus, saying he’s open 
to ideas.

IDEAS FLOATED
Along with the previ-

ously mentioned ideas for 
an elder hostel, a small 

business development 
center, and a commu-
nity college consortium, 
community members in 
the room gave a variety 
of ideas for expanding 
services and programs, 
courses and finding 
donors/funding. It should 
be not noted that none of 
the colleges administra-
tive staff or teachers were 
at the meeting,  which 
Rust said was simply 
the first step in working 
toward  making the ideas 
happen. 

Noting that Florence is 
right in the middle of the 
Oregon coast, Rust sug-
gested that by reaching 
north, south and east to 
combine resources, it may 
be possible to produce 
locally affordable, high 
quality education. 

“I sure would like a 
class that shows seniors 
how to use their smart-
phones,” he smiled, as 
most in the room laughed. 

One commenter said 
community colleges 

provide non-credit 
classes, which are not 
reimbursed by the state, 
but are paid for through 
the student tuitions. She 
said the campus does 
not have academic credit 
classes that lead to certi-
fication and occupation, 
what classes that will 
continue to a college or 
university. She said many 
of those programs are 
subsidized or reimbursed 
by the state.

“Be aware that when 
we talk about doing 
things for seniors, that 
doesn’t bring any income 
and is not subsidized by 
the state, so the other 
courses are the ones that 
lean towards certification 
for students,” she said. 

Fölnagy responded 
by noting that Career 
and Technical Education 
(CTE) programs lead to 
employment and certifi-
cation. Noting Florence’s 
proximity to the ocean, he 
said options like marine 
biology and tourism tend 

to present themselves.
“That’s where consor-

tiums come in,” he said. 
“We can offer CTE pro-
grams in this community 
at a lower cost.”

Fölnagy also noted that 
the Eugene campus has 
a culture of community 
with the students and 
faculty that colleges and 
universities don’t have, 
meaning their graduates 
don’t stay in the commu-
nities where they studied.

“At Lane Community 
College, we’ve created a 
culture of getting people 
to stay in the Eugene, 
Springfield area,” he said. 
“Let’s create that here.”

It was commented and 
discussed that many of 
the best and brightest stu-
dents from Florence High 
School don’t tend to stay 
in Florence, as it doesn’t 
have much to offer them.  

Another commenter 
said the Florence campus 
doesn’t seem to have a 
student body presence, 
or a sense of community 
among the students. She 
suggested creating ways 
that students could better 
interact, help each other 
with studies and so forth, 
and by building on that, 
the campus could then 
begin to expand programs 
and services,  using ideas 
created through communi-
cation between students.

Another commenter 
noted that the prevalence 
of online classes also cre-
ates a sense of disconnect 
between the community 
and the campus. She said 
that when more people 
come to the campus, it 

becomes more integrated 
and connected to the 
community.

“It’s very challenging 
to shift from all online 
and a generation of stu-
dents who have done a 
lot online to building 
community and having a 
student body and, well, 
bodies over there, “ she 
said.

GIVE ‘EM CREDIT
Rust said some high 

school students will be 
graduating soon with 
earned credits they can 
use toward college. 

Mulholland noted that 
a mid-may work session 
will be held to discuss 
expanding partnerships 
with K12 schools to 
create more pre-college 
courses for high school 
students.

“There’s two aspects to 
that,” he said. “There’s 
high school teachers 
teaching college level 
classes in high school 
where the students get 
dual credit for both their 
high school and towards 
their college degrees. The 
other is free courses for 
graduating high school 
seniors. We currently 
offer one free course to 
graduating high school 
seniors. We have a really 
strong interest in expand-
ing that into two or three 
courses.”

Mulholland said some 
students in Eugene are 
close to graduating from 
high school, and need 
only three more classes 
to achieve an Associate’s 
Degree.

“If Lane Community 
College can offer those 
three free classes, we 
could graduate our high 
school seniors with 
Associates degrees,” he 
said. 

Other ideas were dis-
cussed, such as Eastern 
Asian language classes, 
marine biology courses, 
and medical classes 
along with challenges 
in transportation. It was 
suggested that if a public 
bus system could bring 
students back and forth to 
the campuses in Florence 
and Eugene, students 
could use that time on the 
bus to study rather than 
drive. It was suggested 
that connecting Lane 
Community College to 
organizations like Future 
Farmers of America and 
4-H, would be another 
way to keep local stu-
dents in the area After 
High School. 

“This isn’t the last 
chapter, this is just the 
beginning,” Rust said 
at the end of the town 
hall. “We’re going to do 
something.” 

The LCC board will 
meet in Florence at the 
campus April 16 at 6 p.m.

Next week’s issue will 
feature statements from 
the seven candidates who 
are running for three 
zones and one at-large 
position on the LCC 
Board.

LCC
From Page A1

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTERS
Tires • Brakes 

Shocks • Alignment

4325 Highway 101, Florence

541-997-7178

HOME OF THE BEST TIRE VALUE PROMISE

541-997-8885

Has it been 5 years or more since your 
tank was pumped? Then it’s time!

Call us to today to schedule an appointment.

Check Today’s paper for a coupon good on your next service.

Lowest Prices Guaranteed—We will match any competitors price !

Visit us online at 
www.thesiuslawnews.com

Austin  
Fölnagy
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Check out our Website @ cbcoast.com New Search Features, Videos and More. See ALL of Florence’s Listings.

Lynnette 
Wikstrom

Broker

Justin young

Broker
ALvA BrAcey

Broker
Aric sneddon

Broker
John BArnett

Broker
dAni FLescher

Broker
JAck Johnson

Broker
Andy Johnson

Principal 
Broker/Owner

missy Johnson

Broker
shirLey hunt

Principal 
Broker

rAndy PAredes

Broker
ryAn denning

Broker
sAdie cLArk

Broker
rick cox

Broker
sAm Johnson

Broker

“We’re next to the Bridge”
100 Hwy. 101, Florence, OR

COAST REAL ESTATE

541-997-7777
Servicing Florence Since 1956

NEW PROPERTIES AND UPDATES FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 9, 2025

Secluded hilltop 1 owner home in Florentine 
Estates. Spacious triple wide with vaulted 

ceilings, move in ready. 2+ Bed/2 Bath, 2016+ SF.

$489,000 $489,000 

620 38TH PLACE

2 level home w/ Mercer Lake access plus 
oversized garage & workshop. 

3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2110 sq. ft. 
$549,000$549,000

5938 VIEW LOOP

NEW
NEW

Cozy home with RV garage, loft & 
additional square footage. 

3 Bed/2 Bath, 1211 SF
$469,000$469,000

1868 TAMARACK ST

Siltcoos Lakefront cabin with boat dock! 
3 Bed/2 Baths, 1560 SF
$789,000 $789,000 

5360 BUCKSKIN BOB

Bright open floor plan, modern kitchen. 
2 fireplaces. Quiet dead-end street. 

Garage + workshop. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1797 SF
$485,000$485,000

1301 20TH ST.

Enjoy river views from this 3rd floor east 
facing condo. Secured parking garage. 

1 Bed/1.5 Bath, 960 SF
$399,000$399,000

211 HARBOR ST. #32

Duplex/investment opportunity. Units are 
well maintained w/ long term tenants. 

2 Bed/1.5 Bath 1040 SF each.
$475,000$475,000

1680/84 22ND ST.

Cottage style home that blends vintage charm 
with modern comforts. Newer forced air heat 

pump system. 3 Bed/ 2 Bath, 1305 SF
$368,000$368,000

648 JUNIPER ST.

Charming Home with Modern Upgrades! Open 
floor plan with fresh new look. Plenty RV 

space. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1434 SF

$565,000$565,000

2034 45TH ST.

NEW
NEW

Stick-built cottage with great views and privacy 
on .75 acre. Lots of potential for future projects. 

2 Bed/1 Bath, 864 SF
$264,000$264,000

89492 SUTTON PLACE

Cozy riverfront home. 1950’s charm with 
modern updates. Hardwood floors. 2022 roof. 

2 Bed/2 Bath 1548 SF each.
$549,997$549,997

10742 HWY 126. MAPLETON

Newly built home nestled on spacious .45 acre 
lot in Cedar Ridge. Deeded access to Little 

Woahink Lake. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1706 SF.
$659,000$659,000

6010 LITTLE WOAHINK DRIVE

Breathtaking Ocean & River Views in Gated Shelter 
Cove. Private, beautifully landscaped. Expansive 

wrap around deck. 3 Bed/3.5 Bath, 2396 SF.
$1,198,000$1,198,000

51 SHORELINE DR. 

Siuslaw Riverfront. Historic charm & modern 
updates. 2.1 ac. w/ 300 FT of riverfront 

property. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 2353 SF.

$859,000$859,000

10873 E. MAPLETON RD. 

Town center location. Vaulted ceilings, covered 
back patio and fenced yard.  $20K+ roof 

inlcuded. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1342 SF

$399,900$399,900

42 PARK VILLAGE DR.

Beautifully maintained cabin on Siltcoos Lake. 
Wood accents and cedar siding. Expansive deck.  

Accessible only by boat. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 960 SF
$525,000$525,000

83126 SILTCOOS STATION RD.

Charming single story cottage on the 9th fairway 
at Ocean Dunes Golf Course. Wind protected 

patio. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1534 SF.
$499,950$499,950

3 WATERFORD DOWNS CT.

Stunning ocean & coastal views in gated 
Southview community.  Dual primary suites. 

A must see! 2 Bed/2.5 Bath, 3134 SF
$1,329,000$1,329,000

90778 SOUTHVIEW LANE

Cottage with Munsel Lake views & fishing a 
few steps away. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 1028 SF

$415,000$415,000

87179 MUNSEL LAKE RD.

Currently under construction. Perfect blend 
of style and functionality in this home 

design. 4 Bed/2 Bath, 2258 SF.
$659,000$659,000

4788 STONEFIELD CT.

Conveniently located townhouse. Low 
maintenance yard and move-in ready. 

2 Bed /1.5 Bath, 1004 SF
$269,997$269,997

1150 HEMLOCK ST. #D-14

Bunk house with bath + vintage travel trailer. 
Covered porch and deck.

$129,900$129,900

246 HORSESHOE BEND

Ideally located  in the heart of Florence. New 
kitchen, flooring and paint. Upcoming carpet 

upgrade. Assigned parking. 1 Bed/1 Bath, 541 SF
$173,000$173,000

1260 10TH ST. #5

Newly constructed. Quality finishes throughout. 
Large primary suite. Enjoy the outdoors under 

covered patio. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 2046 SF.
$675,000$675,000

4773 STONEFIELD CT. 

PRICE 

PRICE 

REDUCED

REDUCED
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JIM HOBERG,
ABR,ABRM,CRS, 
GRI, SRES, GREEN
Broker/Owner
• • •

• RESIDENTIAL • LAND • COMMERCIAL • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT •

541.997.7653
Toll Free 1-866-967-7653

visit us online at www.jimhoberg.com or www.wcresi.com

sales@wcresi.com 
rentals@wcresi.com

1870 Highway 126, 
Florence, OR 97439

Tide Table
Siuslaw River Entrance saltwatertides.com

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9
Low ..........5:11 a.m. .........2.0  
High ........10:59 a.m. ........6.3 
Low ......... 5:18 p.m. .........0.5
High ....... 11:47 p.m. ........6.8

THURSDAY, APRIL 10
Low ..........5:52 a.m. .........1.3 
High ........11:46 a.m. ........6.3 
Low ......... 5:53 p.m. .........0.7

FRIDAY, APRIL 11
High ........12:12 a.m. ........7.0 
Low ..........6:28 a.m. .........0.8  
High ........ 2:28 p.m. .........6.3
Low ......... 6:25 p.m. .........1.0

SATURDAY, APRIL 12
High  12:36 a.m. ..............7.1
Low ..........7:02 a.m. .........0.3  
High ........ 1:08 p.m. .........6.3
Low ......... 6:55 p.m. .........1.5

SUNDAY, APRIL 13
High  12:59 a.m. ..............7.2
Low ..........7:34 a.m. .......0.03
High ........ 1:48 p.m. .........6.2
Low ......... 7:24 p.m. .........1.9

MONDAY, APRIL 14
High .........1:23 a.m. .........7.3  
Low ..........8:07 a.m. ........-0.2  
High ........ 2:27 p.m. .........6.1
Low ......... 7:53 p.m. .........2.3

TUESDAY, APRIL 15
High .........1:47 a.m. .........7.3  
Low ..........8:40 a.m. ........-0.2  
High ........ 3:07 p.m. .........5.9
Low ......... 8:22 p.m. .........2.7

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16
High .........2:14 a.m. .........7.2  
Low ..........9:16 a.m. ........-0.1  
High ........ 3:50 p.m. .........5.6
Low ......... 8:52 p.m. .........3.1

THURSDAY, APRIL 17
High .........2:44 a.m. .........7.1  
Low ..........9:56 a.m. .........0.1  
High ........ 4:38 p.m. .........5.4
Low ......... 9:24 p.m. .........3.4

FRIDAY, APRIL 18
High .........3:20 a.m. .........6.9
Low .........10:43 a.m. ........0.3
High ........ 5:33 p.m. .........5.1
Low ........ 10:05 p.m. ........3.7

SATURDAY, APRIL 19
High .........4:04 a.m. .........6.7
Low .........11:39 a.m. ........0.5
High ........ 6:40 p.m. .........5.0
Low ........ 11:03 p.m. ........3.9

SUNDAY, APRIL 20
High .........5:02 a.m. .........6.4
Low ........ 12:42 p.m. ........0.5
High ........ 7:51 p.m. .........5.0

MONDAY, APRIL 21
Low .........12:31 a.m. ........3.8
High .........6:17 a.m. .........6.1
Low ......... 1:47 p.m. .........0.5
High ........ 8:51 p.m. .........5.3

TUESDAY, APRIL 22
Low ..........2:04 a.m. .........3.4
High .........7:43 a.m. .........6.0
Low ......... 2:46 p.m. .........0.3
High ........ 9:37 p.m. .........5.8

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23
Low ..........3:17 a.m. .........2.6
High .........9:03 a.m. .........6.1
Low ......... 3:38 p.m. .........0.3
High ....... 10:14 p.m. ........6.4

THURSDAY, APRIL 24
Low ..........4:17 a.m. .........1.5
High ........10:12 a.m. ........6.3
Low ......... 4:26 p.m. .........0.4
High ....... 10:50 p.m. ........7.1

FRIDAY, APRIL 25
Low ..........5:09 a.m. .........0.4
High ........11:13 a.m. ........6.5
Low ......... 5:11 p.m. .........0.6
High ....... 11:24 p.m. ........7.7

Will LOHRE 
Country Media, Inc. 

There have been some 
choppy waters to start the 
Vikings’ baseball season, 
but with a predominantly 
new crew swinging the bats 
for the team, Head Coach 
Derek Wells is happy with 
what he’s seen from his 
squad. 

Through the first five 
games, a look at the win-
loss column doesn’t tell the 
whole story of Siuslaw’s 
early season. Though the 
team started 1-4, losses 
against Pleasant Hill and 
Bandon came down to a 
mere one-run difference, 
indicating how close the 
Vikings were to being 3-2. 

For Wells, those tight 
losses are valuable stepping 
stones for a Vikings team 
that is finding its feet. 

“I’m pleased to see how 
close we are to being the 
team I know we can be; 
it takes game experience 

to know what 
you need to 
work on to 
become a team 
that ultimately 
wins those close 
games,” Wells 
said ahead 
of the 
team’s 
Apr. 5 dou-
bleheader against Sweet 
Home. The result of those 
games is not known at the 
time of press. 

 Siuslaw finished the 
2023-24 season with an 
11-12 record and qualified 
for the first round of the 
state playoffs, where North 
Valley knocked them out. 
The Vikings graduated four 
seniors, and Wells said that 
this season, they’ve added a 
lot of new faces to the var-
sity squad. 

With low numbers this 
year, Wells said there isn’t 
a JV squad this year, and 
eight of his 14 players come 

in with no varsity experi-
ence. However, this is a 

good blend of age 
ranges on the 

team, which 
promises 
some solid 
building 
blocks 
for this 

season and 
the future. The 

make-up of the group 
is three seniors,  five 

juniors, two sophomores, 
and four freshmen. 

Given the new compo-
sition of his team, Wells is 
keeping his expectations in 
check, ready to roll with 
punches as the season goes 
along. 

“Of course, every year 
as a coach, your expecta-
tions are high coming into 
the season, but with that, I 
understand with eight new-
comers, there will be some 
ups and downs,” Wells said. 

Despite some 

inexperience, the team is not 
short on talent. Senior May 
Reynolds returns for the 
Vikings, bringing with him 
the skills and mentality that 
have made him a two-time 
all-league infielder during 
his time at Siuslaw. Siuslaw 
also benefits from the return 
and development of junior 
Zak Nilles. Nilles is a righty 
on the mound and also a 
sure-handed shortstop for 
the Vikings

Another key contributor 
is Junior Jacob Mann. Wells 
said Mann is “a great leader 
on and off the field.” In the 
7-6 win against Toledo on 
Mar. 29, Mann put on an 
impressive all-around per-
formance. Showing some of 
the muscle that the Florence 
community has seen in his 
wrestling, Mann smashed 
two doubles and got on base 
in each of his four at-bats. 
In addition to knocking 
in three RBIs, Mann also 
showed his ability to paint 

the corners as a pitcher, 
striking out eight batters. 

Two of the freshmen to 
keep an eye on are Michael 
Fitzsimmons and Coleman 
Weidman. Wells said that 
each is showing promise, 
and he believes both have 
the potential to be “all-
league athletes in their var-
sity careers.”

With plenty of the season 
left, Wells and his staff 
are focusing on what they 
can control. And in the 
end, whether it’s victory 
or defeat, Wells wants his 
athletes to come away hav-
ing enjoyed the experience, 
regardless of the result. 

“As a coach, of course, 
the goal is to win games, 
but the most important 
[thing] to me is after a win 
or after a loss, these young 
men go home with a smile 
on their face and are enjoy-
ing their time as a varsity 
baseball player at Siuslaw 
High School,” Wells said.   

Vikings learning lots 
in the early season

City OF FLORENCE

This spring, Old Town 
Park, commonly known as 
Gazebo Park, on Bay Street 
will get a minor facelift 
as the City of Florence 
retires the old structure 
and builds a replace-
ment. The materials for the 
new Gazebo have finally 
arrived! The gazebo is 

actually a kit from Amish 
Country Gazebos that was 
ordered back in September 
2024, thanks to a grant from 
the Central Oregon Coast 
Board of Realtors. Before 
the new gazebo can be 
installed, the old one must 
come down.  The City has 
scheduled demolition of the 
existing gazebo to begin 
April 8th. Once the old 

structure has been removed, 
the area will need to be 
prepped for the concrete pad 
and foundation for the new 
gazebo will sit on. Once the 
foundation and slab have 
been poured, it will need 
7 days to cure. After the 
7-day curing period, Public 
Works staff will start assem-
bling the new structure. 
Our target is to have the 

gazebo completely finished 
and ready to greet guests by 
Rhody Weekend.

During construction 
Old Town Park will have 
periods that it is closed. 
We will try our best to 
keep access to the river 
viewing platform open, 
but there may need to be 
short closures to the view 
point. Safety is always our 

top priority, especially for 
our visitors, our residents, 
and City staff working the 
site. For more information 
and project updates, when 
they are available, fol-
low the link https://bit.ly/
OldTownGazebo

Make sure to get out the 
first weekend of April and 
say a farewell to the old 
gazebo!

Old Town Park – Gazebo Replacement

It would be nice to 
say, “Hang a birdhouse 
and they will come,” but 
attracting wild birds to nest 
in your yard isn’t quite so 
easy.

Don’t get discouraged if 
your nesting box doesn’t 
draw birds the first year, 
said Dana Sanchez, wild-
life specialist for Oregon 
State University Extension 
Service. Move it to a new 
spot and put up more than 
one to give birds a choice.

It’s most important to 
get the size of the entrance 
hole correct, she added.

Don’t hang it and forget 
it. Check the box regularly 
to see if birds are being 
stalked by predators.

“The entrance diameter 
is really crucial so that 
target species can get in, 
but also to diminish the 
opportunity for birds to 
be attacked by predators 

Nesting boxes invite birds to hatch babies in home gardens

See BIRDS, Page B4

Bird house in 
tree stands and 
demonstration 
forests planted 
by OFRI at the 
Oregon Garden, 
Silverton, 
Oregon. Build 
or buy appro-
priate nesting 
boxes to draw 
the birds you 
prefer to your 
garden. Photo by 
Stephen Ward.



2  SIUSLAW NEWS • WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 2025

Friendship - Fellowship – Fun
FAITH DIRECTORY

To include your organization in this directory, 
please call us @ 541-997-3441

ANCHOR OF HOPE CHURCH
Live like Jesus, share His Love. 

1318 Rhododendron Drive 
www.anchorofhopeflo.com

Sunday Service 11am
Livestream on Facebook @anchorofhopeflo

BAHA’I FAITH OF FLORENCE 
“What is Baha’i, and Why?” 2nd Monday 7:00 pm

Interfaith Devotions 4th Monday 7:00 pm
Info and meeting location: 541-590-0779 

Zoom link on Facebook: Florence Baha’i Community
All ARE WELCOME!

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
4590 Hwy. 101 N, across from Fred Meyer-

541 997-7418
SUNDAY SERVICES - Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM; Worship 10:45 AM;
High School Youth 7- 9 PM

MID-WEEK- Women’s Bible Study-Tuesday 
10:00-Noon and Thursday

7:00-8:00PM; Men’s Bible Study Thursday 
8:00-9:30 AM; Middle

School Youth Wed. 7-9 PM.
Sunday Worship streams live at Community Baptist 

Church Facebook Page

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Corner of 10th & Maple- 541-997-3533

Sunday Services 9am
1st Service in person

 Sunday Services 11am
2nd Service in person & livestreamed

Wednesday kids/youth night is at 6:30 
NOT livestreamed.

https://www.florencecrossroadag.org/church-online
Other platforms update after the service.

florencecrossroadag.org 
office@florencecrossroadag.org

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2nd & Ivy  -  541-997-2961  -   Non-Denominational

Service is on Sunday at 10:00 am  
Sunday Service also streaming live at 10am 

at florencechurch.com

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
FELLOWSHIP

87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road
RUAUU?  Come explore the answer with us.

Sunday Worship Services ~ 10:00am
www.florenceuuf.com

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School for adults is at 9:00 a.m.

Online services at 
 www.florenceunitedmethodist.org 

or find us on Facebook.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH
1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.
Sunday Service 10:00 am  

Wednesday Bible Study returns this Fall.
Website: florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN E.L.C.A.
NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.

“Serving Christ by serving others.”
21st & Spruce Streets—(541) 997-8113

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m.
Online services available on our FaceBook, YouTube, 

and website: www.florencenewlifelutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
3996 N Hwy 101       541-997-7136

Internet and in person Sunday Services at 10:30am,
Adult Sunday School is at 9:30am.

 Call the church for details. 
Reverend Greg Wood

All Welcome. Come as you are.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  
(QUAKERS)

“War is still not the answer.” FCNL
We meet Sunday’s at 11am in our homes.

Call 541-515-8191 for locations.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, L.C.M.S.

Worship Services 10 am  •  Bible Study 9:00 am
Pastor Steve Waterman

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 
Facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchFlorence

www.puppro.wixite.com/rlcflorence

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL
Church Welcomes You

Worship Sun. 10am Wed 11am 2135 19th St.
541-997-6600 standrewssecretary19@gmail.com  

Labyrinth & Garden daily 8am-5pm
“Be the change.”

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312
Mass Times: Daily: Tue, Wed, Fri 9:00 AM

Adoration & Confession Fri 9:30-10:30 AM
Saturday 5:30 PM and Sunday 11:00 AM

Fr. Amir Welcomes All to Attend

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
4 lines, approx 15 words, $15 a week • 4 week Minimum 

• Deadline: Tuesday end of day one week prior

A weekly roundup of shopping,
 savings and doings around town.

 

Open 10-5 
Monday –Saturday 

1550 6th St.  
& Hwy 101 

541-997-9424 

Great Values Everyday 

Ashley Furniture 

Best Recliners 

Corsicana Mattresses 

OUR SHOWROOMS ARE 
FULL! 

NEW FURNITURE 
WEEKLY! 

FREE IN TOWN 
DELIVERY 

Make your life easier with HONDA.
Florence Saw Shop is your local

HONDA Power equipment dealer.
Come see our selection of 

Generators, Mowers, Tillers and Pumps.

JEREMY C. RUARK
Country Media, Inc.

Oregon’s highway sys-
tem is facing ongoing 
challenges as the condition 
of many roads continues 
to decline, according to 
the Oregon Department 
of Transportation’s 2024 
Pavement Condition Report. 

The report highlights 
that while 87% of Oregon’s 
18,000 lane miles of pave-
ment are still in fair or 
better condition, the quality 
of roads is slipping, with the 
percentage of “good” pave-
ment reaching its lowest 
point since 2001.

The report points to a sig-
nificant decline in the num-
ber of roads classified as 
in “good” condition. Over 
the past decade, the amount 
of pavement rated as good 
has decreased, and without 
adequate maintenance, many 
roads in fair condition are 
at risk of deteriorating into 
poor condition within the 
next few years.

ODOT’s goal is to 
preserve the condition of 
Oregon’s highways through 
regular maintenance. 

“As roads age, mainte-
nance needs become more 
complex and costly,” ODOT 
states in a release. “Timely 
maintenance, such as resur-
facing and crack sealing, are 
the most effective way to 
prevent roads from further 
deterioration and to extend 
their service life.”

BACKGROUND
Pavements are load-car-

rying structures that degrade 
over time due to the cumu-
lative effects of traffic, 
weather, and material aging. 
To keep them properly 
maintained and out of poor 
condition, they must be 
resurfaced or rehabilitated at 
periodic intervals. 

Typical ranges of service 
life are 10 to 30 years for 
asphalt-surfaced pavements 
and 40 to 60 years for 
concrete pavements. When 
pavements are resurfaced 
at or before the end of their 
service life, degradation is 
typically confined to the 
surfacing only and theb 
pavement’s foundation 
and base layers remain 
protected. 

However, if resurfacing 
is delayed for too long, 
the pavement structure and 
underlying base materials 
can become excessively 
damaged and complete 
replacement (e.g. recon-
struction) becomes neces-
sary and can cost six to ten 
times higher, or even more. 
Timely maintenance and 
preservation are by far the 
most efficient way to pre-
serve our investment.

In the past 20 years, 
ODOT has managed to 
maintain a paving cycle of 
about 25 years. However, 
this is set to dramatically 
increase to a 500-year cycle 
by 2030. This will limit 

the ability to repair and 
preserve many roads, partic-
ularly non-interstate routes, 
which will see fewer repairs 
moving forward.

Over the last 20+ years, 
Pavement funding has been 
relatively flat at around 
$100 million per year, with 
supplemental funds adding 
another $20 to $40 million 
per year., according to the 
ODOT report’s executive 
summary.

“With this investment, 
ODOT accomplished an 
average paving cycle of 
25 years with pavement 
conditions holding steady, 
although we still weren’t 

able to get to the worst 
roads or the most expensive 
projects,” ODOT officials 
state in the executive 
summary. 

Pavement funding was 
significantly reduced in the 
21-24 STIP cycle and going 
forward, approved pavement 
funding levels for the 27-30 
STIP have been reduced 
even more and are only $33 
million per year. 

“Even before considering 
inflationary effects, this 
funding level is about one-
third of where it has histor-
ically been and translates to 
roughly one paving project 
per year. With funding 
through 2030, the equivalent 
paving cycle time is 160 
years and after 2030 it is on 
a 500 year cycle, which is 

unsustainable,” the execu-
tive summary states.

“ODOT’s structural 
revenue issue is forcing 
the agency to dramatically 
pull back on our pavement 
maintenance and preser-
vation efforts,” ODOT 
Delivery and Operations 
Administrator Amy 
Ramsdale said. “Without 
additional revenue or rev-
enue reform, the quality 
of Oregon’s highways will 
significantly decline in just 
a few years.”

OTHER KEY 
FINDINGS

• The number of roads 
in poor condition has been 
increasing, with more 
expected to deteriorate in 
the coming years.

• Asphalt roads typi-
cally last between 10 and 
30 years, while concrete 
roads last 40 to 60 years, 
depending on weather and 
maintenance.

• After 2027, non-inter-
state routes will receive 
little to no paving, affecting 
overall road quality.

The ODOT report empha-
sizes the importance of 
proactive maintenance to 
slow the deterioration of the 
state’s roads and prevent 
more costly repairs down 
the road. 

While ODOT officials 
said the agency has man-
aged to meet key perfor-
mance goals for pavement 
condition in the past, the 
growing backlog of main-
tenance needs and the 
increasing age of the state’s 
roads present significant 
challenges in maintaining 
these standards in the future.

The outlook for state 
highway pavement is “cau-
tion - rough roads ahead,” 
the executive summary 
states. “Without a change of 
course, there will be rapid 
declines in pavement condi-
tion, resulting in diminished 
safety and higher vehicle 
repair costs for Oregonians 
traveling on rutted and 
potholed roads. Also, 
Oregonians will pay more 
to repair failing pavement 
than it would have cost to 
preserve and maintain them 
in a state of good repair.”

For more detailed infor-
mation, visit the 2024 
Pavement Condition Report 
on ODOT’s website.

‘Caution - Rough Roads Ahead’ ODOT states in new report

541-902-3526
W E  A R E  A  L O C A L  M A R K E T I N G  P O W E R H O U S E . CALL TODAY

FOR READING 
DONATING & SUBCRIBING 
Thanks!Thanks!

T H E S I U S L A W N E W S . C O M

Siuslaw News
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Siuslaw News
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Easter Services Easter Services 
& Celebrations & Celebrations 

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH
1 mile south of the bridge • Pastor Steve Waterman

Easter Easter 
Blessings!Blessings!

Jesus has risen!Jesus has risen!
Have faith in Him and Have faith in Him and 

He will always be there for you!He will always be there for you!
Services as follows:

Maunday Thursday 4/17 at 11 a.m.
Good Friday 4/18 at 11 a.m.

Easter Morning 4/20 at 10 a.m.
Easter breakfast at 11:30 a.m. 

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, ELCA
541-997-8113

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY

April 17th at 
Presbyterian 

Community Church
7 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY
April 18 at 

New Life Lutheran 
Church
5 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY
April 20 at 

New Life Lutheran 
Church

10:30 a.m.

All services in person and on line at web site 
www.florenceNewlifelutheran.org

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
21st & spruce street 

Welcomes you to 

HOLY  WEEK

S T. ANDREW’S  EP I SCOPAL  CHURCH

H O L Y  W E E K  2 0 2 5

Pa lm Sunday  -  Ap r i l  13 th ,  1 0 : 0 0  a m

Maundy  Thu r sday  -  Ap r i l  17 th ,  5 : 0 0  p m

Good F r iday  -  Ap r i l  18 th ,  1 2 : 0 0  n o o n , 
S t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C ro s s

Eas te r  Sunday  -  Ap r i l  20 th ,  1 0 : 0 0  a m 
w i t h  R e v.  M e l o d i e  K i m b a l l

JEREMY C. RUARK
Country Media, Inc.

Over 200 advocates, 
community members, and 
coalition partners from all 
corners of Oregon took 
their voices to the Oregon 
State Capitol to urge law-
makers to pass Senate 
Bill 611 Food for All 
Oregonians.

Advocates met with 51 
legislators, representing 75 
districts, March 18, to push 
for what they described as 
critical bipartisan legisla-
tion that would ensure more 
Oregonians — including 
immigrants and refugees 
— can access to vital food 
assistance.

As part of the Immigrant 
Justice Package, a key 
recommendation of the 
Oregon Hunger Task 
Force’s Roadmap to End 

Hunger and a priority of 
the BIPOC Caucus, Food 
for All Oregonians is a 
statewide movement to 
advance immigrant justice 
and ensure Oregonians 
have access to the food 
they need to thrive.

With more than 180 
organizations backing the 
effort, backers of the leg-
islation said the advocacy 
day demonstrated the over-
whelming public support 
for ensuring that food 
assistance reaches Oregon’s 
immigrant youth and elders.

Right now, one in six 
kids in Oregon is food 
insecure, and one in 
13 Oregonians over 60 
struggle to put food on 
the table. And last year, 
Oregon Food Bank saw 
2.5 million visits to food 
assistance sites across the 

region — alarmingly, visits 
from children rose by 30%. 
While food assistance sites 

work tirelessly to meet this 
need, food alone cannot 
solve hunger — passing 

policies like Food for All 
Oregonians is critical, 
according to Oregon Food 

Bank President Andrea 
Williams.

“As a mother, I want to 
know that my kids — and 
all kids — have a stable, 
nourished future,” Williams 
said. “Hunger should never 
be a barrier to learning, to 
growing, to thriving. Food 
for All Oregonians is our 
chance to create a stronger, 
healthier future for our 
children, our elders and our 
communities.”

Food for All Oregonians 
would mirror the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP), making food assis-
tance available to youth 
and elder Oregonians who 
are excluded from the fed-
eral program due to immi-
gration status, according to 

Hundreds of community members from all corners of Oregon rally together 
before speaking with legislators.

Support urged to pass Food for All Oregonians legislation

See FOOD, Page B5
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WALLY’S
Septic Tank Pumping
$25.00 off Pumping or

$10.00 off a Service Call
Call Today to Schedule an

appointment
Call 541-997-8885

Payment must be made at the time of 
service to receive discount.

Discount does not apply to credit card or 
mailed payments.

Coupon expires - April 30, 2025

Bud’s Upholstery 
10% off 

Materials on 
any new job

When you present this coupon.
expires April, 2025

541-997-4856
87637 Hwy. 101 N, Florence

SAVE. SHOP

SUPPORT

ZERO/US TOO Florence
Prostate Cancer Education

Support on the Oregon Coast

www.ustooflorence.org

BOTH MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY ON HOLD.
WATCH SIUSLAW NEWS FOR RESUMPTION

• Tuesday Evening Group (2nd Tuesday) 
5-7 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Bryan Mehlhaff attends.

• Tuesday Lunch Group (3rd Tuesday) 
12 noon – 1:00 p.m. – Ichiban Chinese/Japanese 
Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Roger McKimmy attends.

Contact Bob for more information:  
(H) 541-997-6626 • (C) 541-999-4239

47maribob38@gmail.com

OREGON COAST 
HUMANE SOCIETY

The Thrift Shop
April 2025

Yellow Tags are  
50% off!

Hours:   
Mon-Sat: 10am - 5pm 

Sun: 11am - 5pm

(541) 997-5705
1193 Bay St., Old Town Florence

Shoppe
LOCAL
#MyFlorence
Shop. Eat. Support.

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-855-839-0752

130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

833-347-0517 SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Transform
your
bathroom
with a new
bath or
shower

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. 

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

See 7 MLB games in 11 days including 
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & Wrigley Field. 

Also included: Pro Football and Baseball Halls of 
Fame & a day at the Little League World Series!

August 11-21, 2025

Ultimate Baseball Tour

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326

and competitors,” Sanchez 
said. “Non-native birds 

such as house sparrows and 
starlings are notorious for 
taking up residence in nest 
boxes intended for native 
birds. And some native 
birds will bully out other 
native birds.”

Don’t hang it and forget 
it. Check the box regularly 
to see if birds are being 
stalked by predators. If 
so, you can add a block 
of wood with the same 
size hole at the entrance to 
create a tunnel that makes 
it difficult for other birds, 
squirrels, rats and cats to 
reach the babies. Other 
discouragements include 
a metal collar around the 
tree or post where the box 
is affixed or any number 
of baffles that you can buy 
or build. As always, the 
advice for cats is to keep 
them inside.

In addition to the simple 
enjoyment of watching 
mom and dad wing back 
and forth with food and 
nesting material and baby 
birds emerge from the 
nest, birdhouses are criti-
cal for mitigating habitat 

loss, said Nicole Strong, a 
former Extension forester, 
how the regional director 
for Central Oregon. Birds 
prefer dead or dying trees 
— called snags — but not 
many urban or suburban 
homeowners want a dead 
tree in their yard for safety 
or aesthetic reasons.

“If it’s not a hazard, 
leaving up dead trees gives 
great habitat for wildlife,” 
Strong said. “As they 
decay they provide cavities 
for birds. And once the 
trees crumble and become 
downed logs, they provide 
food for insects, grubs and 
other wildlife. Sick and 
dead trees are healthy for 
the forest; they’re part of 
the ecosystem.”

For those willing to host 
a dead tree in their yard, 
cutting off most of the 
branches and topping it 

will reduce the possibility 
of damage if it falls. For 
others, hanging birdhouses 
is a good alternative, 
Strong said. And now’s 
the time to get them up. 
Nesting time for most birds 
is primarily from mid-April 
to the end of July.

In the Extension guide 
“The Wildlife Garden: 
Build Nest Boxes for Wild 
Birds,” you’ll find instruc-
tions on how to build a 
simple birdhouse, place-
ment recommendations and 
box dimensions for about 
18 species of cavity-nest-
ing birds, including house 
wrens, chickadees, wood-
peckers, northern flickers, 
purple martins, barn owls, 
nuthatches and western 
bluebird.

If you choose to make or 
buy a birdhouse for one of 
the 45 Oregon species that 
build their nests in cavities, 
avoid those with perches, 
which provide purchase for 
predators. Though it’s fun 
to hang colorfully painted 
boxes, Sanchez recom-
mends plain ones, which 
birds seem to favor. For 
longevity, choose untreated 
cedar or redwood. Metal 
can get too hot.

It’s not necessary, but 
you can line the box with 
wood shavings or chips. 
Some birds will use the 
material for nesting but 
most will build on top of it. 
Be sure not to use sawdust, 
which soaks up water and 
gets matted down. Clean 
birdhouses in fall or winter 
with warm water to loosen 
droppings. Buy or build a 
house made with screws 
so they’re easy to partially 
dismantle when it comes 
time for cleaning.

“Remember that a nest-
ing box is just one piece 
of habitat,” Strong said. 
“They need safe access 
and food and water nearby. 
Bird feeders can be a won-
derful aid, but they must be 
maintained. Be consistent. 
Don’t put them out and 
then take them away.”

Adding bird-friendly 
plants to your garden and 
providing a variety of 
shrubs in different heights 
for shelter will help, too. 
Be sure to use bird baths to 
offer water.

Birds
From Page A1

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Some already threatened 
cold-water fish species 
in the Northwest will not 
only face shrinking habitat 
from climate change but 
will face growing pressure 
from invasive fish species 
fleeing their own warm-
ing and dwindling waters, 
according to modeling from 
researchers at Oregon State 
University.

The findings were part 
of a study published in 
the journal Global Change 
Biology by fisheries pro-
fessor Guillermo  Giannico, 
associate fisheries profes-
sor Ivan Arismendi and 
graduate student Arif Jan. 
The three found that cli-
mate change is likely to 
compel all kinds of species 
migration that could lead to 
increased predation, com-
petition and some localized 
extinctions of once native 
species in the Northwest and 
globally.

Giannico said their 
models can be run on most 
species in the world. But for 
their recent study, the three 
zeroed in on the northern 
migration of non-native 
smallmouth bass and north-
ern pike into threatened and 
endangered native redband 
and bull trout habitat in the 
Northwest. All four of the 
species are likely to lose 
habitat as climate change 

accelerates and are likely to 
seek homes in colder water 
at higher elevations.

They created maps using 
ecological data that indicate 
the breadth of territory 
where each species lives and 
then modeled the impact of 
changing conditions such 
as higher temperatures and 
drought projected through 
2070 to see how that would 
influence the range of all 
four species’ movement and 
overlap.

“We forecast how these 
species would respond to 
those changing conditions 
by disappearing from cer-
tain regions that will be too 
warm for them, and appear-
ing in others that maybe 

today are too cold, but they 
would be more suitable in 
the future,” Giannico said. 
“Because not all shifts are 
equal, there will be areas 
where they will be more 
crowded together, and they 
would overlap more, and 
areas where they wouldn’t 
overlap that much.”

Of great concern is the 
migration of aggressive and 
predatory northern pike into 
redband and bull trout terri-
tory, and the increasing like-
lihood the two will overlap 
more frequently.

“They all shift, but they 
end up shifting in a way 
that the amount of overlap 
in their distribution is going 
to be greater,” Giannico 

explained. “It’s like you 
have less room to avoid 
nasty people at the party, 
and you end up being cor-
nered in the same part of 
the room with the same 
people you don’t enjoy, and 
you’re all packed in the 
wrong place with the wrong 
companion.”

Giannico said research-
ers have long separately 
studied how climate change 
will compel the migration 
of some species and how 
native species respond to the 
introduction of invasive spe-
cies. The modeling done by 
the Oregon State scientists 
is an effort to combine the 
two, and to show how spe-
cies’ habitats will overlap 

as climate change compels 
both native and nonnative 
species in an area to migrate 
and cohabitate.

The researchers fear that 
this increased negative inter-
action could lead to local 
extinctions of some native 
salmonids, similar to those 
occurring among shrinking 
populations of bull and 
rainbow trout from invasive 
species in southeastern 
Alaska, Giannico said.

Senior reporter Alex 
Baumhardt covers ed-
ucation and the envi-
ronment for the oregon 
Capital Chronicle. 
Before coming to ore-
gon, she was a national 
radio producer and 
reporter covering educa-
tion for American Public 
Media’s documentaries 
and investigations unit, 
apm reports. She earned 
a master’s degree in dig-
ital and visual media as 
a U.S. Fulbright scholar 
in Spain, and has report-
ed from the Arctic to the 
Antarctic for National 
and International media 
and from Minnesota 
and Oregon for the 
Washington Post.

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of 
states newsroom, the 
nation’s largest state-fo-
cused nonprofit news 
organization.

 A spawning redband trout from the Upper Klamath Basin. (Photo by Jonny 
Armstrong, courtesy of Oregon State University.)

Climate change coupled with migration of non-
native species pose threat to Northwest fish

865 Western Way - $510,000
3 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 2640 SqFt. Florentine home with 
chef’s kitchen, and 40’x28’ garage with 14’ RV 
door. #3584-24217975

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property

Wendy Krause
Broker

541 999-7765
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Casino installing 
highway access 
sidewalk

Some motorists may be 
wondering about the detour 
currently in place from 
Three Rivers Casino to 
Highway 126. The single 
lane detour started in late 
March, and is necessary to 
facilitate the construction of 
a sidewalk from the casino 
parking area to the high-
way. According to Three 
Rivers staff, construction 
equipment has been brought 
in from its partner, Knife 
River, which will remain 
through the first phase of 
the project. Traffic leav-
ing the casino is detoured 
through Qa’aich Road. 

Included are renderings of 
the sidewalk and where it is 
to be constructed.

More to do at 
the Library

Do you have young peo-
ple in your house? We’ve 
got more programs than 
ever for kids, teens, and 
tweens. Check out family 
storytime in Florence, which 
offers a chance for working 
families and kids of all ages 
to come to a fun evening 
of reading and crafts. Our 
Mapleton branch is starting 
a new bimonthly storytime 
for kids 0-5. Teens and 

tweens get their own game 
night, craft night, and even a 
new Dungeons and Dragons 
group. Read on for all the 
details.

If you’re still working 
on your taxes, we’ve got 
federal 1040 forms and 
booklets at the library. Our 
reference librarians can 
assist you in getting other 
forms as needed.

Are you an artist? It’s 
almost time for Hang It 
All 2, our free community 
art show coming up in 
May. Everyone is welcome 
to submit a piece in any 
medium. See below for 
more.

See you at the library!

BEWARE THE SNEAKER WAVE
They´re called sneaker waves because they appear 
without warning, often surging high up on the beach 
with deadly force, and are impossible to predict. 
Sneaker waves also carry a large amount of sand that 
can saturate your clothes, weighing you down and 
making escape difficult if not impossible.
How to play it safe: Never turn your back on the 
ocean. 

WATCH THOSE LOGS
The ocean is strong enough to pick up even the 
biggest log and plop it down on top of you. Some 
logs may look small, but even the tiny ones can be 
waterlogged and weigh tons. 
How to play it safe: If you see a log in the surf or on 
wet sand, stay off it. 

RIP CURRENTS
Rip currents are strong currents of water that rush 
out to sea. They are stronger than even the best 
swimmer. These currents can swiftly sweep unwary 
beachcombers and waders off their feet and out to 
sea. Rip currents may appear as dark, choppy water. 
Any time you see debris and foam floating out to sea, 
chances are you have found a rip current. Avoid the 
area. 
How to play it safe: Parents keep your kids 
close when playing in the ocean. If caught in a rip 
current, don’t panic . Swim parallel to the beach until 
you are out of the current, then head for the beach.

KNOW THE TIDES
Incoming tides isolate rocks from headlands and the 
shore. Avoid the temptation of strolling 
out to an interesting rock without knowing when the 
tide rolls back in. Free tide tables are 
readily available at state park offices, information 
centers and many shops and motels. 
How to play it safe: Stay off rocks and small, 
enclosed beaches. 
Know when the tide is coming in by visiting the 
tidetable website at the 
Hatfield Marine Science Center 
http://weather.hmsc.oregonstate.edu/weather/
tides/tides.html

HIGH WAVES CAN REACH YOU
Tides and waves can sweep over rocks, jetties and 
headlands, knocking you off and carrying you out to 
sea. 
How to play it safe: Assume nothing is “high 
enough” and avoid exposed rocks, jetties and 
headlands during strong wave action (like during and 
after storms). 

BEWARE OF HIGH, STEEP CLIFFS
Assume that all cliff edges are unstable. Wet trails or 
soft sand and earth can make for unstable footing. 
Rocks can be slippery even when it isn’t raining. 
How to play it safe: Make sure you wear proper 
footwear, and stick to the trails. Stay behind guard 
fences and railings, and don´t get too close to the 
edge. 

HEADS UP
Standing at the base of an Oceanside cliff can be 
dangerous, especially if it has an overhang. In some 
places, winter storms and high waves have eroded 
the shoreline, increasing the chance of collapse and 
slides. 
How to play it safe: Beware of falling rocks, and 
don´t climb on bluffs and eroding hillsides. Don´t walk 
along the base of cliffs unless absolutely necessary. 

HAVE FUN! 
BEACH SAFE!

Heating Systems • Heat Pumps
Sales/Service

This message sponsored by:

Jim Hoberg,  ABR, ABRM, CRS, GRI
BROKER/OWNER

PHONE 541-997- SOLD (7653)
FAX 541-997-7654
TOLL FREE 1-866-967-7653
jim@jimhoberg.com
www.wcresi.com

P.O. Box 3040 • 1870 Highway 126, Suite A • Florence, OR 97439

Be Safe!
Be Cautious!

Florence Police
Department
541-997-3515

900 Greenwood St.
Florence, OR

97439

Do you part and volunteer today to help 
support these organizations in our community.

Peace Harbor Volunteers

DOING GOOD . GIVING BACK
VOLUNTEER AT PEACEHEALTH PEACE HARBOR MEDICAL CENTER
Do you have a desire to serve your community? Peace Harbor 
Medical Center may be the place for you. At Peace Harbor, we strive 
to provide compassionate, high quality, accessible health care and 
to promote a healthy community. We value having community 
volunteers in various aspects throughout the healthcare system. 

For more information and to obtain an application 
visit the Gift Shop or Front Lobby Desk at 

Peace Harbor Medical  Center at 400 9th Street, Florence, Oregon. 

Us Too Florence

Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who 
understands!”
541-997-6626 • maribob@oregonfast.net 
www.ustooflorence.org

To include your 
organization in 

this directory 
please call us 

@ 541-997-3441

Community Briefs

a release from the Oregon 
Food Bank.

“Programs like SNAP are 
the most effective anti-hun-
ger tools we have, lifting 
millions out of poverty each 
year and helping keep fam-
ilies stable. They also pre-
vent houselessness by easing 
financial strain, lowering 
eviction risk and supporting 
families at risk of losing 
their homes,” the release 
states.

“In Oregon, many people 
who rely on food assistance 
are also renters, making this 
a key strategy for housing 
stability,” Williams said. 
“Washington and California 
have already expanded food 
assistance to ensure fami-
lies and individuals are not 
excluded based on immigra-
tion status.”

“Oregon has long been 
a place where we care for 
our neighbors and step up 
to meet big challenges,” 
Sen. Wlnsvey Campos 
[D-Aloha] said. “Food for 
All Oregonians is a chance 
for us to live out those val-
ues — ensuring that every 
child, every elder and every 
family has access to the 
food they need. I’m proud 
to join advocates across the 
state in making this vision a 
reality.”

Martha Verduzco, 
Director of the Immigrant 
Help Center and the Rural 
Organizing Project, said 
Food for All Oregonians is 
not just the right thing to 
do — it’s a smart invest-
ment in Oregon’s economy, 
noting that the USDA esti-
mates that every $1 spent 
on food assistance generates 
about $1.50 in local eco-
nomic activity, supporting 
businesses, jobs and wages 
across the state.

“This isn’t just about 
food,” Verduzco said. “It’s 
about our humanity, our 
compassion, and our respon-
sibility to each other.

Food
From Page B3
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TR Hunter Real Estate
1749 Highway. 101, Florence OR 97439

www.trhunter.com
541-997-1200 • 800-210-7453 

Tim Sapp
Owner / 

Principal Broker
541 999-8230

Richard Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-6677

Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-2151

Crystell Wise
Principal Broker, 
CRS, SRS, SRES

541 991-9487

Kyle Lewis
Broker

541 991-6728

Aileen Sapp
Broker, SRS, 

SRES
541 999-5396

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

Kelsey Peterson
Broker

541-999-2584

Wendy Krause
Broker

541 999-7765

Mike Blankenship
Broker, 

ABR, SRS
541 991-7826

Brandi Hart
Broker

541 999-2671

Nichole Lewis
Broker

541 999-8786

Heidi White
Broker

541 600-6058

11801 E Mapleton Rd. - $699,900
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2418 SqFt. Secluded living on 2.75 
acres with a quarter mile of river frontage on the 
Siuslaw River. #3603-24320221

5129 N Loftus Rd • $1,345,000
3 Baths, 4000sqft. Newly built commercial building. 4 
potential office spaces, ADA compliant, massive stor-
age/work area. #3538- 24223879

179 Laurel St. D - $230,000
859 SqFt Commercial building. Investment opportunity in 
Old Town with endless potential. Business and personal 
property not included in the sale. #3624-520183170

1198 Winsome Cir • $599,999
3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, 2246 SqFt. Lovely home in the 
center of Florence. Great floor plan on a quiet cul-de-
sac. #3418-23197925

25 Yearling Ct - $839,000
3 bdrm, 2 bath, 2,076 sqft living area. 3-bay, 780sqft 
attached garage. 0.33 acre cul-de-sac location. #3521-
24314234

89402 North Ln • $380,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 960 SqFt. North lakes area home on 
.5 acre. Nicely updated home with room for gardening. 
#3558-24445997

85287 Hemlock St - $849,000
6 Bdrms, 3.5 Baths, 4414 SqFt. Ideal for multi-gener-
ational living on almost 19 acres. New paint, carpet, 
lighting and flooring. #3563-24062108

5218 Dunewood Dr • $865,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2120 sqft. New Construction Jan 
2025, on 0.4 ac in the Reserve at Heceta Lake, with a 
3-car garage. #3576-24348410

231 Horseshoe Bend • $310,000
1 Bdrm, 1 Bath, 648 sqft. 2024 Park Model with addi-
tional building for guests, and another building for 
laundry. #3598-24607041

4817 Laguna Ave. - $649,000
3 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 1065 SqFt. Four tax lots 0.23 ac each. 
Beautiful Siltcoos Lake view property in Westlake. 
#3609-24665428

133 Shoreline Dr. - $852,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2120 Sqft. New Construction in Shelter 
Cove! Quality craftsmanship and finishes. 3 bay garage 
with paved parking for boat storage. #3620-575874537

95469 Hwy 101, Yachats - $650,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2044 SqFt. Ocean-view home in 
Yachats! Vacation rental friendly, remodeled, spacious 
lot, near town! #3630- 608501985

100 Rhododendron Dr • $849,000
3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, 1952sqft. Riverfront home with 
3-car garage and RV parking pad. Potential for a boat 
ramp and dock. #3537-24452689

75 Harbor St #204 - $575,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1250 SqFt. Stunning riverfront condo 
in the heart of Old Town with panoramic views and 
luxury finishes! #3632-191540927

1509 9th St. - $375,000
1482 SqFt Commercial property, building only, currently leased to KXCR Radio Station. Perfect for an 
investment. #3641-766528305

5600 N Fork Siuslaw Rd. - $450,000
15.66 acre lot. Large shop on this lot only one mile up the North Fork Siuslaw. Water, power and 
septic in. #3615-24205696

5170 Grand Ave. #26 - $120,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1052 SqFt. This home's well-designed living space is perfect for those seeking a 
full-time home or coastal retreat. #3629-647504161

Price Reduced

Price Reduced

865 Western Way - $510,000
3 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 2640 SqFt. Florentine home with 
chef's kitchen, and 40'x28' garage with 14' RV door. 
#3584-24217975

New Listing

9 White Tail Ct. - $634,900
3 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 1884 SqFt. Gorgeous custom home 
with upgrades throughout; solar, heated bathroom 
floors, high end appliances. #3625-713405916

63 Shoreline Dr • $775,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2142 SqFt. Ocean and river view 
home in Shelter Cove. Large deck with views for enter-
taining. #3443- 23215919

83720 Hwy 101 - $700,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1096 SqFt. Ranch-style home, updat-
ed kitchen, 2 master suites, updated decks, newly built 
detached office space, 4.72 acre. #3621- 387092922

88416 1st Ave. #202 - $235,000
1 Bdrm, 1 Bath, 497 SqFt. 2nd floor oceanfront studio 
condo. Great for investment or vacation getaway with 
Driftwood Shores amenities! #3635-242991486

Shoreline Dr #116-120 – $40,000
0.35 acre lot. 5 lots in gated Kla-Ha-Nee. Investment 
opportunity. May be buildable once serviced by city 
sewer.  #3328-22033562

Windjammer N #5700 • $105,000
1.56 acre lot. One of the last lots in Heceta South. 
Seasonal pond views and underground utilities. Owner 
financing available.. #3570-24626661

826 Munsel Creek Lp. - $175,000
0.18 acre lot. Florentine Estates gated, 55+, Rec. 
Facilities, community center, pool, Spa, tennis courts. A 
favorite! #3631-186565989
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