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By TONY REED
The Siuslaw News

The Florence City Council 
heard almost four hours of tes-
timony from the police chief, 
a representative from Flock 
Safety, and the public before 
opting to continue the discussion 
at a January 22nd work session.

Mayor Rob Ward introduced 
the topic, saying the purpose 
of the special meeting was to 
gather community input regard-
ing the City’s use of the Flock 
Safety Automatic License Plate 
Reader (ALPR) camera system.

The council heard 20 speakers 
from the public, only one of 

On the weekend 
following the 
shooting death 
of Renee Good 
in Minneapolis 
by an ICE officer, 
a smaller than 
usual crowd took 
to the streets Jan. 
10 in protest. The 
demonstration took 
place at the 126/101 
intersection and 
no demonstrators 
were seen at City 
Hall. While the 
demonstration 
incited honks from 
passing cars, the 
mood was noticeably 
more somber than 
previous ones 
in 2025. Gary 
Winterholler photo.

WILL LOHRE
Country Media, Inc. 

At the 2025 3A OSAA Track 
and Field Championships, 
Siuslaw’s boys clinched 
another state title, but they also 
cemented their spot in history 
as one of the deepest track pro-
grams in Oregon 3A history. 

That distinction was recog-
nized by Who’s Who in Oregon 
High School

Track & Field and Cross 
Country, a publication that has 
been published since 1965 and 
offers “championship results, 
maintenance of state record 
lists, data, analysis and histori-
cal perspective.” 

For Siuslaw Head Coach 
Chris Johnson recocognition 
by Who’s Who, and competing 
against history, are something 
he’s always had his sights on.

“Every mark, all the best 60 
or 70 marks from every classi-
fication, is documented in these 
books,” Johnson said. 

In addition to physical books, 
the publication can also be 
found on the Phoenix High 
School website. Who’s Who 
is now in its 60th year, and its 
specialty is documenting and 
comparing the best track teams 
across Oregon high school track 
and field history. But the style is 
particular to ensure comparisons 
can hold up over time. 

“They do what’s called a dual 

meet ranking. So, 50 years ago, 
45 years ago, dual meets were 
kind of the thing. Two teams 
would come together, and they 
would compete: there’s three 
people in every event, and it’s 
scored 5-3-1, and that’s how 
teams competed, you’d usually 
go against one other school,” 
Johnson said. “As teams got 
bigger and bigger, and people 
gravitated towards different 

events, it was harder and 
harder to get competitive meets 
between two schools, so the 
dual meet kind of went the way 
of the dinosaur.” 

Johnson said some of the 
bigger schools will still com-
pete in dual meets, but it’s 
hard for smaller programs to 
field enough athletes across all 
events. Johnson said that the 
way to measure a “complete, 
deep track team” is how they 
would perform against another 
team in a dual meet. 

“If you’re a really good team 
in a dual meet, it doesn’t neces-
sarily mean you’re a really good 
team in a state meet, because 
in a state meet you need peo-
ple who can score at the state 
meet,” Johnson said.

In the modern context, 
Johnson said that a team is 
judged on its performance at the 
state championships, but that 

Whitmore 
Academy 
curriculum 
up for review

FROM SVCS

Siuslaw Valley Charter 
School has released its proposed 
Whitmore Classical Academy 
2026/27 curriculum for public 
review. The 30-Day Public 
Review Period of Instructional 
Resources and Materials is 
January 12 to February 13, 2026

In accordance with its charter 
agreement with Siuslaw School 
District, the sponsor of Siuslaw 
Valley Charter School as 
Whitmore Classical Academy, 
the charter school will conduct 
a 30-day public curriculum 
review. This process reflects a 
local contractual requirement 
and is not part of a uniform 
curriculum adoption process 
prescribed by the Oregon 
Department of Education for 
public charter schools.

Public Curriculum Review 
and Comment Process During 
the public review period, cur-
riculum crosswalk documents 
are available for in-person 
review at Whitmore Classical 
Academy, located at 524 Laurel 
Street, Florence, Oregon, on 
Tuesday-Thursday from 12 to 3 
p.m. or by appointment by call-
ing 541-999-4258. Curriculum 
crosswalk documents are also 
available for review at the 
Siuslaw School District office. 
Visitors at each location will be 
asked to sign in prior to review-
ing materials for the purpose 
of documenting public access 
during the review period. 2 

In addition, a representative 
selection of curriculum teacher 
guides and student materials 
is available for review at the 
Whitmore Classical Academy 
office on Tuesday-Thursday 
from 12 to 3 p.m. or by appoint-
ment by calling 541- 999-4258. 
Members of the public are 
invited to submit written com-
ments regarding the proposed 
curriculum during the desig-
nated public comment period. 
To ensure comments can be 
appropriately reviewed and doc-
umented, all comments must be 
submitted directly to the charter 
school through the designated 
submission process. Comments 
can be submitted in writing by 
email to info@siuslawvalley-
charterschool.com, by mail to 
625 HWY 101 #1035, or in 
person at 524 Laurel Street, 
Florence, Oregon. 

Only comments submitted 
through these designated meth-
ods during the public comment 
period will be included in 
the official public comment 
record. All comments received 
through the established pro-
cess will be reviewed by the 

Protest held for Good

Council hears more Flock testimony

See FLOCK, Page A5

See REVIEW, Page A4

The 2025 Siuslaw Vikings Track and Field team atop the 
podium. Courtesy photo Becky Holbrook

2025 Siuslaw track team is one of the best in history

See TRACK, Page A4

The Florence City Council discussion on Flock cameras will continue at a work session in 
City Hall Jan 22. 
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Michael Brian Henderson, 
born March 18, 1960, in 
Florence, Oregon, passed 
away on January 3, 2026, 
after a short illness. He lived 
in Ravensdale, Washington. 
He graduated from Siuslaw 
High School in 1979. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Darci Henderson; 
his daughters, Carrie 
Rodriguez and Melissa 
Henderson, both of Kansas; 
his sister, Teresa Brejska 
of Florence, OR, nieces, 
nephews, and grandkids. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Lloyd and 
Charlotte Henderson.

Michael served in the 
United States Marine 
Corps for nine years before 
moving to Washington. He 

worked in the automotive 
industry for many years and 
later owned and operated 
Mike’s Superior Automotive 
in Enumclaw, WA until 
retiring.

Michael will be 
remembered for his 
dedication to his work, his 
service, and his family. He 
will be missed by many.

Michael Brian 
Henderson

March 18, 1960 - January 3, 2026

Brenda Louise Mays, 61, 
passed away peacefully 
on January 3, 2026, in 
Florence, Oregon. Brenda 
was born into a life 
rooted in love, family, and 
resilience, growing up in 
Stockton and moving to 
Escalon, and later making 
Florence, Oregon her 
home.

Brenda was the kind 
of woman who made 
everyone feel safe, 
welcome, and deeply cared 
for. She had a gift for nurturing others—
whether through a warm meal, an open 
door, or a moment of understanding. Her 
home was always filled with the comforting 
smells of cooking and the laughter of loved 
ones gathered around her table. Brenda 
believed that no one should ever feel alone, 
and she lived that belief every day.

Both tough and tender, 
she was fiercely loyal, 
protective and endlessly 
trustworthy. To many, she 
was not only a mother and 
grandmother, but a best 
friend, a confidante, and a 
steady source of love. Her 
greatest passion in life was 
her family, and she gave 
them her whole heart.

Brenda was preceded in 
death by her father, Ernest 
William Provost. She is 
survived by her loving 

husband, Roy Mays; her sons, Nicholas Mays 
and family, and Patrick Mays and family; 
her mother, Zelma Provost; her sisters, 
Jenean Provost and Tina Alto; and many 
cherished family members and friends who 
will forever hold her in their hearts.

Memorial was held at home with family 
and friends.

Brenda Mays
06/12/1964 - 01/03/2026

Tom Cherones, Emmy, Golden Globe 
and DGA Award-winning director 
of Seinfeld among a diverse array of 
television programs, passed away at 
his home in Florence, Oregon, on 
January 5th from Alzheimer’s disease 
with his loving wife Carol by his side. 
Born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, in 1939, 
Cherones began his career in public 
broadcasting and eventually became 
a key player behind one of the most 
beloved series in television history, 
directing and producing 81 of the first 
86 episodes, or nearly five years’ worth 
of Seinfeld. 

Cherones completed his undergrad 
studies with a degree in Journalism 
at the University of New Mexico in 
1961, then served a stint as an officer 
in the U.S. Navy until 1965. After 
his discharge from the service, he 
returned to Alabama and earned a 
Master’s Degree in Broadcast and 
Film Communications in 1967. 
Following this, he produced and 
directed numerous programs and 
series episodes at various PBS affiliates, 
eventually landing at station WQED 
in Pittsburgh, where he worked on 
productions such as Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood. By 1975 he was ready 
to take on Hollywood.

Cherones’ first job in L.A. was as 
Production Manager for General 
Hospital. He served in the same 
capacity for Welcome Back Kotter and 
continued his career as an independent 
producer, working for Warner Brothers, 
ABC, CBS, Paramount, Lorimar 
and Mary Tyler Moore Productions. 
In 1980 he wrote and produced the 
feature length film Two of Hearts for 
cable and public television. Among 
the numerous shows he produced 
or directed are Caroline In the City, 
NewsRadio, Ellen, Boston Common, 
Growing Pains, Ladies Man, The Pitts 
and Desperate Housewives.

But it was Seinfeld for which 
Cherones is best known and 
remembered. He was quick to point 
out that “They left us alone” in the 
show’s infancy because the network 
“literally didn’t know what to do with 
us.” That gave the creators the chance 
to develop the show into something 
that helped define a brand of humor 
that would make an indelible mark 
on American Television. Cherones 
provided the visual language for the 
“show about nothing,” shooting multi-
camera in a dynamic way to achieve 

a cinematic, rather than a standard 
sitcom look.  Known for wearing loud 
Hawaiian shirts on set “So people can 
find me easily,” he directed many of the 
show’s most experimental and iconic 
episodes, including “The Chinese 
Restaurant,” “The Parking Garage,” and 
the Emmy-winning “The Contest.” His 
ability to manage the show’s multi-plot 
structure helped transform it from a 
cult hit into a national phenomenon. 

Because he started literally from 
the ground floor – which he was 
responsible for sweeping as a young 
man – Cherones knew production 
from its basic elements to the most 
nuanced contributions he would 
one day make as a member of a 
groundbreaking creative team. If he 
had to, he could operate a camera. His 
reputation for maintaining a genial, 
relaxed atmosphere on set amid the 
chaos of production made him a 
valued presence, but cast members 
throughout his career will also say that 
he would “bark if he had to,” and knew 
how to wrangle casts and keep things 
moving. His humor and boisterous 
laugh were tempered by a low-key 
confidence that assured everyone they 
were in good hands, and the job would 
get done.

Cherones is known widely as a mentor 
who was happy to provide people with 
a chance to make their mark. Tom 
took that spirit of generosity back to 
the University of Alabama, where he 
taught a class in Television Production 
for twelve years, pro bono. Hundreds of 
students, many of whom now work in 
the industry, got a chance to learn from 
a master how film and TV production 
works, and then go on to benefit from 
the connections that Cherones made 
for them in Hollywood. The act of 
teaching and then helping his students 

secure employment was every bit as 
gratifying to Tom as his own success in 
Hollywood.

Despite his enormous achievements 
helming the show that remained a 
ratings powerhouse until the end of its 
tenure, Cherones remained humble, 
collaborative, and deeply respected by 
actors and crew alike. In addition to 
the Emmy, Golden Globe and DGA 
Awards, he won a Peabody, People’s 
Choice, Monitor, Christopher and TV 
Critics Awards. He received a total 
of six Emmy and three DGA Award 
nominations.

Tom appeared on camera just once 
during his run on Seinfeld as “the 
director” in “The Pilot,” an episode in 
which he declared that he was “Gonna 
rip that little guy (George Costanza) a 
new one.”

During a busy career in TV Cherones 
also managed to earn his pilot’s license, 
and flew his own planes for many 
years. His passions also included golf, 
woodworking, and cooking, which 
resulted in a cookbook composed of 
recipes he’d gathered over more than 
three decades. Once he’d established 
roots in Florence, Tom began to 
spend more and more time there, 
and eventually moved to Oregon 
permanently. After decades in Los 
Angeles, he enjoyed the tranquility of 
small-town life, the close proximity of 
untouched natural surroundings, and 
the chance to pursue his enthusiasm 
for gardening. The latter endeavor led 
to years of nurturing prize-winning 
Rhododendrons.

Tom was married to Bobby Cherones, 
with whom he had two children, and 
later to Joyce Keener until her death 
in 2006. He is survived by his wife, 
Carol E. Richards, his daughter, Susan 
Cherones Lee and her husband Daniel; 
son, Scott Cherones and his wife, 
Linda; and grandchildren Jessa and 
Thomas Cherones, as well as several 
brothers and sisters-in-law, nieces and 
nephews.

In lieu of flowers the family asks that 
donations in Tom’s memory be made 
to the Tom Cherones and Joyce Keener 
Fund at the Western Lane Community 
Foundation, P.O. Box 1589, Florence, 
OR 97439 (wlcfonline.org) or, Hilarity 
For Charity (HFC), which provides 
support for caregivers at DONATE.
HFC or by mailing a check to 7656 W. 
Sunset Blvd, L.A., CA 90046.

Tom Cherones
9-11-1939 – 1-5-2026

It is with both sorrow in 
our parting and gratitude 
for the life he lived that 
we share the passing 
of Jason A. Wilson, 
Lieutenant Commander 
USN (Retired), on 
December 23, 2025. 
Jason made an impact on 
innumerable lives over 
his 90 years with us. Jason 
was born November 1, 
1935, in Watsonville, 
CA. He was the son of 
the late Willie and Eva 
Wilson and is survived 
by his sister Roberta. He was preceded in 
death by his siblings Norma, Kay, Bill, and 
Georgie. Jason was married an incredible 71 
years to his wife Corrine. He is also survived 
by an often rowdy and passionate family, 
including children Cathy (Drew), Steven 
(Carole), and Greg (Dawn). Grandchildren 
include Kyle (LeeAnn), Cameron (Allie), 
Casey (Krystan), Amy (Mat), Corrie (Tony), 
and Chase. He has 10 Great Grandchildren, 
including Jane, Ethan, Kaitlyn, AnnMarie, 
Beau, Lazarus, Zeke, Dax, Eliza, and 
Christopher.

Jason served his country for 23 years 
as a member of the United States Navy, 
including two year-long tours of duty with 
the Medical Service Corp in Vietnam and 
later administrative roles in Washington, 
D.C, Hawaii, and the Pentagon. Initially 
an enlisted member of the Navy, Jason was 
chosen for transition to officer ranking and 

earned a master’s degree 
at the Naval Postgraduate 
School in Monterey, CA. 
After retirement from 
the Navy, he worked in 
hospital administration 
until retiring with 
Corrine to Florence, 
Oregon. The past 8 years 
have been spent near 
family in Jackson, CA. 
Jason lived a life of 
service, commitment, 
and joy. He loved music 
and had a song for every 
circumstance. He was 

a member of a vocal quartet in college 
and loved his time later singing tight 
barbershop harmonies in local groups. 
He loved Western movies and shows, 
and as a result many of us grew up with a 
keen understanding of Western folklore 
and the storied career of John Wayne. 
Jason believed in serving and respecting 
others, including his country, his family, 
and virtually every person he met. He 
sought to live with humor and positivity 
every day of his life. His laugh and his songs 
will be greatly missed by his immediate and 
extended family, as well as so many others 
who were encouraged by him over the 
decades. He did not want people to be sad at 
his passing, but as one of his favorite songs 
says, he would hope that we all seek to “live, 
laugh, love and be happy”.

Graveside Service Friday 2/13/26 11:00 
a.m. Sunset View Cemetery 

Jason Wilson
11/1/1935 - 12/23/2025

“We’re next to the bridge”
100 Hwy 101

Florence, OR 97439
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3315 RHODODENDRON DR.
A must see light and bright Siuslaw River view home minutes from the Beach 
or Old Town. Enjoy breathtaking sunsets from your own covered patio or hot 
tub! River and Dune views from almost every room. Go crabbing on Marine 
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Welcome to the new 
monthly feature within 
the pages of the Siuslaw 
News. Editor Tony Reed 
has graciously offered 
space for monthly cov-
erage of news, events 
and profiles on our area’s 
numerous community 
Veterans. Tony commented 
“I’d love to highlight the 
service of our many Vets!” 

The greater Florence 
area enjoys a Veteran 
population of more than 
double the state average, 

and that means more 
news and events for 
our Veterans. We also 
enjoy the existence 
of three separate and 
vibrant Veteran service 
organizations in Florence, 
the American Legion Post 
59, Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 23 and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3232. Listed below 
are the contacts for each of 
those organizations.

In addition, the Florence 
Band of Brothers regularly 
meets each Monday at 
11:30 a.m. at Florence Elks 

Lodge 1858, where mem-
bers of those three organi-
zations and others gather 
to socialize and exchange 
information about their 
events and activities. All 
community Veterans are 
invited to attend.
American Legion Post 59

https://americanlegion-
post59.com/

PH#  541-991-3240
Disabled American 

Veterans Chapter 23
https://davwebsites.dav.
org/or/23/SystemPages/

Home.aspx
PH#  541-604-5919
Veterans of Foreign 
Wars post 3232

https://vfw3232.org/
PH#  530-872-0771

MILITARY MUSEUM 
REVIVES HERITAGE 

PROGRAM
The Oregon Coast 

Military Heritage Museum 
is reviving its Quarterly 
Military Heritage Program 
with a PowerPoint pre-
sentation to be held at the 
Siuslaw Public Library on 
Sunday, January 26. The 
roughly one-hour program 
titled “Oregon’s Rich 
Military Heritage” will be 
presented by local history 
buff Cal Applebee who is 
also a former and found-
ing board member of the 
Museum in 2008.

The program will cover 
Oregon’s rich military 

history beginning with the 
Indian Wars in the mid 
and late 1800’s during 
Oregon’s settlement as a 
Territory and State, and 
progress through the years 
up to the 9/11 attack, 
including the multiple 
wars, in particular how 
Oregon was impacted by 
WWII.

The Oregon Coast 
Military Heritage Museum 
which is located on 
Kingwood Street, opened 
in 2015 with a mission 
“To honor our Veterans 
by educating our Public”. 
This program starts at 2:00 
p.m., is free to the public 
and requires no RSVP.

OUR GREATEST 
GENERATION VETERANS

While our greater 
Florence area enjoys a 
larger than average popu-
lation of military Veterans, 
there are very few remain-
ing Veterans from WWII 
still with us. According 

to the US Department 
of Veterans Affairs there 
are only around 66,000 
WWII Veterans still alive 
in the United States. The 
National WWII Museum 
2024 Projection in New 
Orleans reported only 
2,769 World War II veter-
ans remained in Oregon, 
and as of 2026, that num-
ber dropped to 980.

	 Although we 
don’t have an exact num-
ber, locally we have a 
handful of the Greatest 
Generation Veterans still 
with us, but unfortu-
nately, we lost two right 
around the holidays, 
Steve Olienyk and Russ 
Connelley.

Steve served in the 
United States Army with 
occupation forces in Japan 
following the end of the 
war where he worked at 
Sugamo Prison in Japan 
- the Nuremberg of the 

Welcome to Veteran’s Viewpoint

See VETERAN’S, Page A3
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LETTERS

TONY REED, EDITOR 

Well, this week has been 
rough, to say the least. 
Sometime over the week-
end, I contracted either 
the flu or Covid, I’m still 
not sure which. However, 
when I told people I 
was ill, the most com-
mon response has been 
“Yeah, there’s a bug going 
around.” 

I spent most of Tuesday 
wrapped in every blanket I 
own, shivering and unable 
to feel warm. Meanwhile, 
my actual body tempera-
ture hovered around 99 to 
101 degrees, accompanied 
by a splitting headache. 

One reason I suspect 
Covid is that my usual bit-
terly-strong coffee seemed 
much weaker than usual. 

Prior to that, I had the 
usual sore throat and 
coughing, aching, pouring 
eyes, runny everything, 
sneezing, sinus pressure, 
headache etc. Luckily, it’s 
easy to quarantine myself 
in my home office and 
keep a reasonable distance 
from others. 

I can tell you with 
utmost certainty that you 
do not want to catch this 
“bug.” If you do, you can 
expect to take a few days 
off work and be miserable 
the entire time.

However, my concern 
is that this bug could be 
much more severe for 
many of our community 
members than it was for 
me. 

We all know hand-wash-
ing and hygiene offer some 
protection and Googling 
“how to avoid the flu” 
will result in a unanimous 
recommendation to get a 
yearly flu vaccine. Other 
recommendations will sim-
ply include staying away 
from people who are sick. 

I would add staying 
away from elderly relatives 
if you feel the least bit 
unwell. 

For me, the onset was an 

irritation in the area behind 
my tonsils, where my nose 
meets my throat. About 24 
hours later, I was down for 
the count. 

According to the CDC, 
the most contagious period 
is the first three days of 
being sick, so if you get 
that irritation that makes it 
painful to swallow, maybe 
postpone that visit with 
your grandparents, just to 
be safe. 

Whether it’s the flu or 
Covid, I can confirm this 
“bug” isn’t just a rumor. 
Take whatever precau-
tions you feel you should 
to keep from getting or 
spreading it this year.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
As Dean at the LCC Florence 

Center, I hope to correct misconcep-
tions shared in a January 7 letter by 
Florence resident Ivy Medow. Ms. 
Medow suggested our campus is 
now “largely abandoned at this point 
for unknown reasons.” This comes 
as quite a surprise to me, our staff, 
our faculty, and the many students 
who continue to attend LCC classes 
and events on a regular basis.

While fewer credit students 
utilize the Center’s classrooms 
post-COVID, that is true across the 
college system, as more students 
are choosing online and remote 
options. Local students continue to 
have excellent access to LCC course 
offerings, including virtually, such 
as our winter term Zoom Math class 
featuring an onsite Florence instruc-
tor. We also offer 16 on-site non-
credit classes this term, some free of 
charge in partnership with respected 
community organizations. OSU 
Extension has also been a tenant in 
our North Building for well over a 
year, a happy collaboration with a 
four-year State university.

We continue to offer in-person 
testing services, assistance with 
registration, admissions, access to 
computers/WiFi, GED instruction, 
and all things LCC, and we’re com-
mitted to growing in-person classes 
for both credit and non-credit. (If 

readers have an idea for a new class 
or collaboration, we invite you to 
share it!) Thanks to the passage of 
the 2020 LCC Bond, our community 
benefitted by significant renovations 
to the Florence Center. Even during 
COVID and the long renovation, we 
remained in service to our students, 
adjusting as necessary. 

I have been Dean of the Florence 
Center for over a decade, with staff 
who have been at LCC for longer 
still. We love our work and our 
students, and very much count our-
selves an integral part of Florence, 
greater Western Lane County, and 
the K-16 education system in our 
region. While our facilities are not 
available for use as a new or interim 
Siuslaw High School, we are work-
ing in close collaboration with the 
Siuslaw District on their endeavor 
to improve District buildings. Like 
so many in this community, I under-
stand LCC’s future depends upon 
the success—not only of our local 
college students—but also the health 
and vibrancy of the District, its stu-
dents, and infrastructure.

Ms. Medow has participated in 
several LCC activities over the 
years, so I am saddened she falsely 
believes we’ve pulled up stakes. I 
invite her—and any interested res-
ident—to stop by during business 
hours to ask about our continuing 
offerings. 

Lane Community College is com-
mitted to our city and our region, 
and we are here to stay.

Dr. Russ Pierson, DLd, MBA
Lane Community College 

Florence Center

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
It was interesting to read The 

Siuslaw News’ response to the per-
son concerned with climate change 
(January 7th edition). I wonder what 
response one might receive who is 
concerned about people sleeping in 
tents or their cars in this weather 
ever since First Step Florence closed 
due to mismanagement. One does 
not hear about any new plans on the 
way to open another shelter, maybe 
one concerned with people and their 
needs, not politics.

We pride ourselves to be such a 
caring town and we are regarding 
food – love the free lunches and 
food share – but at night? People 
crawl back into their tents and we 
are o.k. with that? Sure, maybe they 
should have worked more or had a 
career, but many come from broken 
homes or abusive backgrounds. 
Don’t judge a person unless you’ve 
walked in their shoes for a mile.

I am hoping for another shelter to 
open soon.

Lioba Multer, Ph.D.
Florence

Orient, as it was known 
- guarding top-level war 
criminals as they awaited 
trial in the Far East 
Military Crimes Tribunal. 
When he returned to 
civilian life stateside, 
those experiences would 
lead him into a life-long 
pattern of community 
service, serving with mul-
tiple non-profits, includ-
ing founding the local 
Ameican Flag program 
with the Florence Kiwanis 
Club. We still see those 
flags today on major hol-
idays, and until just the 
last couple of years, you 
could also see Steve out 
on his flag-route. In 2011 
he was named Oregon 
State Volunteer of the year. 
Steve was 98 when we lost 
him.

Russ served in the 
United States Navy as an 
Aviation Ordinanceman in 
Guam, joining the Navy at 
age 17. His duties included 
installing JATO units 
(jet assisted take off) on 
some aircraft. Discharged 
in early 1947 as a Petty 
Officer, he returned to 
civilian life, including 
building a family of nine 
with his wife, eventually 
settling in Florence. Son 
John would follow in 
his Dad’s footsteps with 
a career in the military, 
retiring as a Major from 
the United States Marine 
Corps.

Eventually, Russ 
acquired a vintage military 
vehicle – a 1944 Willys 
MB. Although his restored 
jeep sports OD green paint 
rather than Navy grey, it 
was important to Russ that 
it be a 1944 jeep, to match 

the year he enlisted. He 
could always be counted 
on to support the Oregon 
Coast Military Heritage 
Museum, even at the age 
of 90, doing convoy duty 
for spectators during the 
annual Wings & Wheels 
event. In 2023 Russ was 
named Grand Marshal of 
our annual Veterans Day 
Parade. Russ was 99 years 
old when we lost him.

VETERAN PROFILE – 
SAM SPAYD

When I first moved 
to Florence in 2005, I 
ran into a character at a 
Chamber After Hours that 
was charming, entertain-
ing and intriguing. Over 
the next few months and 
then extending on to the 
present day, I got to know 
Sam Spayd in alot more 
detail from working with 
him on community proj-
ects such as the annual 
Wings & Wheels event 
and the Oregon Coast 
Military Heritage Museum. 
I’ve learned that he was 
not only a United States 
Air Force Veteran who 
served in both Vietnam 
and Desert Storm with 
distinction, but also a great 
asset to our community in 
current times.

Graduating from 
Mississippi State 
University in 1966 fol-
lowing an ROTC start for 
his military career, Sam 
entered the United States 
Air Force commissioned 
as a 2nd Lieutenant and 
would end up flying in 
southeast Asia during the 
Vietnam War. He flew 
multiple combat and 
transport aircraft while 
there, including AC-47 
and EC-47, the military 
versions of the legendary 
DC-3 civilian aircraft. 

Prior to Vietnam he also 
flew the legendary C-124 
Globemaster transport 
affectionately called ‘Old 
Shakey’, and eventually 
after returning state-side, 
flew the giant C5A & 
B transports. During his 
combat service, he flew 
203 combat missions log-
ging 1,056 combat hours 
in the air, being awarded 
the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and fourteen Air 
Medals.

Military service ran in 
his family. Sam’s father 
served in the United 
States Army during both 
WWII and Korea. He 
landed on Omaha Beach 
on D-Day+20 and would 
go on to provide support 
for the Bastogne rescue of 
the 101 Airborne Division. 
Sam’s restored vintage 
WWII jeep, a 1944 Ford 
GPW, carries the unit 
markings of his father’s 
unit. 	 Although retir-
ing from the Air Force in 
1996, Sam entered into the 
civilian air service with 
United Air Lines in 1979 
flying 737 through 777 
jumbo jets. Around 2017 
he received the “Wright 
Brothers Master Pilot 
Award” for 50 years of 
accident-free flying, the 
highest award for a pilot 
from the Federal Aviation 
Administration.

In 1995 Sam pur-
chased his 1944 Stearman 
PT-13D, an open cockpit 
biplane, and after retir-
ing from the Air Force, 
began yet another career 
in aviation starting the 
Aero Legends sightseeing 
tours on the Oregon Coast, 
selling that fourteen years 
later.

As my friendship with 
Sam grew over the years, 
I followed his activities 
within the community 

which included as a found-
ing member of our local 
military vehicle club which 
morphed into the effort 
to start the Oregon Coast 
Military Heritage Museum 
where Sam served as our 
first Board President. 
Over the years he has vol-
unteered his time, talent 
and energy in multiple 
community non-profit 
efforts including Seacoast 
Entertainment, started the 
Florence Air Academy to 
support the Boys & Girls 
Club, Deeds of Valor, and 
started the original 2009 
Wings & Wheels event 
at the airport. He has 
also served on numerous 
boards and committees 
including Florence Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the City’s Airport Advisory 
Committee, Western Lane 
Fire and EMS Authority, 
and the Western Lane 
Community Foundation.

While his community 
support is broad-based, he 
has continued to champion 
the support of multiple 
Veterans organizations and 
entities, demonstrating his 
continued commitment to 
military service. In addi-
tion to the military vehicle 
club and Military Museum 
involvement he is also a 
member of the Air Force 
Assn., Order of Daedalians 
as well as both Disabled 
American Veterans and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Sam also participates 
each Veterans Day with 
our local parade, driving 
his 1944 jeep. Throughout 
the year you can often spot 
Sam cruising Bay Street in 
Old Town in his OD green 
jeep, with trusty compan-
ion Ginger riding shot gun, 
manning the .30 machine 
gun on the side. He’ll 
wave and she’ll give you a 
paws up.

You don’t want this

Veteran’s
From Page A2



4  SIUSLAW NEWS • WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2026

OREGON COAST HUMANE SOCIETY
2840 Rhododendron Drive • Florence • 541-997-4277

 www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org 

Shelter hours are
10am - 4pm  

seven days a week

Thrift Store
1193 Bay Street
10am - 4pm
seven days a week

Sponored by:

FLORENCE SHIPPING SOLUTIONS
2006 Highway 101 • Florence, OR 97439 

Phone: 541-997-1118 • 541-997-1113
e-mail: florenceshipping@2006hwy101.com

MEET LEMON!
Lemon came to OCHS as a stray and is still a 

little shy and quiet, but don’t let that fool you-he’s 
incredibly sweet and gentle. This little kitten just 
needs a patient human to help him feel safe and 
loved. Once he warms up, Lemon shows off his 
playful, affectionate side and is sure to become 

a devoted companion. If you’re looking for a soft-
spoken, loving kitten ready to steal your heart at his 

own pace, Lemon might be the perfect match.

Together we are changing the world four paws at a time!

A weekly roundup of shopping,
 savings and doings around town.

 

Call today to reserve your rental  

equipment located at  

 1550 6th Street & HWY 101 

Rentals are available on a daily, 

 weekly and monthly basis. 

Call 541-997-2653  

OPEN: MONDAY – FRIDAY 

8AM TO 5PM 

Honda Portable generators provide 
quiet power for camping, RVing, 

tailgating and more. 
Honda Home generators offer  

convenient,  
reliable back up power for outages. 

Honda Work generators are the 
number one choice in the  

construction and rental  industry. 

Florence Saw Shop is proud to be a 
qualified elite retailer of the Stihl 

product line. 

Our friendly and Certified Gold   
Technician is always ready to help you 
select the equipment that meets your 

specific needs.  

Your equipment comes fully  

assembled and ready to use.  

Repair Center 

Have a piece of equipment with 
a small engine that needs a  

tune-up, needs rebuilt, or just 
isn’t running like it should?  

Bring it into our small engine 
repair shop for a quote.  

We also sharpen chains. 

1550 6th St. & Hwy 101 541-997-9424
Monday—Saturday  10-5

Sean Hummel, Sales & Finance

Come take a look at 
our ever changing 
inventory!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help

Kyle Lewis
Broker

541 991-6728

Windjammer N #5700 • $110,000
1.56 acre lot. One of the last lots in Heceta South. 
Seasonal pond views and underground utilities. 
Owner financing available.. #3570-24626661

school’s planning team 
and considered as part of 
the curriculum adoption 
process. Note: Curriculum 
crosswalk documents are 
provided for kindergar-
ten through third grade, 
as Whitmore Classical 
Academy is scheduled to 
open serving grades K–3 
in Fall 2026.

Links and more infor-
mation can be found 
at https://www.whit-
moreacademy.com/ 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
The Social Studies 

curriculum selected for 
public review is primar-
ily drawn from Core 
Knowledge Foundation 
History and Geography, 
integrated with Core 
Knowledge Foundation 
English Language Arts 

to meet Oregon Social 
Sciences Standards and 
widely used in public 
schools in Oregon and 
nationwide. Supplemental 
materials—where rel-
evant and documented 
within the curriculum 
crosswalk—include 
WRAP Lessons from the 
Confederated Tribes of 
Coos, Lower Umpqua, 
and Siuslaw Indians, 
resources from the 
Confederated Tribes of 
Grand Ronde, and addi-
tional classroom activi-
ties, field trips, and guest 
speakers. Primary curric-
ulum: Core Knowledge; 
History and Geography 
Core Knowledge; 
Language Arts Core 
Knowledge Foundation 
Supplements: WRAP 
Lessons - Confederated 
Tribes of Coos, Lower 
Umpqua and Siuslaw 
Indians Curriculum | 
Confederated Tribes of 
Grand Ronde

SCIENCE 
The Science curricu-

lum selected for public 
review is Core Knowledge 
Foundation Science 
(CKSci). The curricu-
lum is informed by the 
Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS), which 
Oregon has adopted as its 
K–12 science standards. 
Alignment to Oregon 
science standards is docu-
mented within the curric-
ulum crosswalk with sup-
plemental activities identi-
fied where relevant. Core 
Knowledge; Science Core 
Knowledge Foundation

MATH 
The mathematics curric-

ulum selected for public 
review is drawn from 
Singapore Math and is 
used in other public char-
ter schools in the state of 
Oregon. The curriculum 
was crosswalked to the 
Oregon Mathematics 
Standards on 3 a stan-
dard-by-standard basis. 
Supplemental lessons and 
classroom activities are 
identified where relevant 
to address specific stan-
dards and instructional 
needs. Dimensions Math 
– Singapore Math, Inc. 

Dimensions Math® PK–5 
for Schools

ELA 
The English Language 

Arts curriculum selected 
for public review is drawn 
from Core Knowledge 
Foundation Language 
Arts and is used in other 
public charter schools in 
Oregon. The curriculum 
was crosswalked to the 
Oregon English Language 
Arts Standards on a stan-
dard-by-standard basis, 
with alignment docu-
mented within the curric-
ulum crosswalk. Literacy 
Essentials from Access 
Literacy is used to supple-
ment instruction to support 
a literature-based approach 
to English Language Arts, 
with supplemental lessons 
and classroom activities 
identified where relevant to 

address specific standards 
and instructional needs. 
Primary Curriculum: Core 
Knowledge; Language 
Arts Core Knowledge 
Foundation Supplement: 
Literacy Essential – Access 
Literacy Home | Access 
Literacy

HEALTH 
The health curriculum 

selected for public review 
is The Great Body Shop by 
Children’s Health Market 
Inc. The program is listed 
on the Oregon Department 
of Education adopted 
instructional materials list 
as an exemplary curricu-
lum, meets Oregon Health 
Education Standards, and 
is used in public school 
districts and public charter 
schools across Oregon. 
Because the curriculum 
has been reviewed and 

approved through the 
Oregon Department of 
Education’s adopted mate-
rials process, a separate 
curriculum crosswalk 
was not required for this 
subject area. The Great 
Body Shop; Children’s 
Health Market, Inc. K-6 
Curriculum - The Great 
Body Shop

TSEL 
The Transformative 

Social Emotional Learning 
(SEL) curriculum selected 
for public review is 
Friendzy, a curriculum 
developed by a local edu-
cation provider. Friendzy 
includes a standards cross-
walk document prepared 
specifically for public 
review, which documents 
alignment to applicable 
Social Emotional Learning 
expectations. 

Review
From Page A1

final score doesn’t “get 
into the weeds” of the pro-
gram’s full depth. 

That’s where Who’s 

Who comes in.
“They want to harken 

back to those days where 
people were building 
complete track teams: 
where you had to have 
three of everything, which 
nobody has that anymore,” 
Johnson said. “They’ve 
used the same ranking sys-
tem for all these years.”

In 2023, Siuslaw 

finished as the number 
one-ranked team in 3A for 
Who’s Who. In 2024, the 
Vikings had to share the 
crown. Not satisfied with 
sharing the crown, Johnson 
said Siuslaw came back 
with the intention of “put-
ting this thing so far out 
of reach that no one could 
ever touch it again.” 

“So, that’s what 

happened. Our team, on 
paper, is good enough to 
beat any other team on 
paper, this year, and every 
other year in the history of 
3A,” Johnson said. 

Based on the marks 
they achieved last season, 
Johnson said, Who’s Who 
also informed him that the 
2025 team would have 
also topped the “two best 
4A teams of all time.”  

“So, what that says is 
that track team last year 
is the best dual meet track 
team in the history of the 
state of Oregon in the 3A 
classification and below,” 
Johnson said. “So, it’s a 
pretty big deal!”

With a stable of versa-
tile, high-performing ath-
letes, Siuslaw had all the 
tools to beat any team in 
the state of Oregon event 
for event. The leaders for 
the Vikings last year were 
Wesley Nicholls, Clayton 
Wilson, Kale 

Jensen, and Will 
Johnson. They led the line 
for the Vikings en route 
to the 2025 title, and the 
recognition by Who’s 
Who is a testament to their 
hard work and on-track 
performance. 

After a disappointing 
2024 season, Johnson said 
getting back on top of the 
dual meet rankings and the 
state championship were 
huge motivators for the 
group. 

When you get a team 
this good, Johnson said 
it is fun to think about 
how they could compete 
with other great teams in 
history. 

I know how important 
your team’s success is to 
you, so I wanted you to 
know the results of the 
dual meet rankings for the 
3A boys (haven’t got the 
3A girls done yet).

Your boys won the 
yearly dual rankings and 
are the new #1 best team 
all-time. You guys were 
impressive. Congrats on a 
great year last year. Here’s 
the write-up that’s going in 
this year’s Who’s Who. 

“I think back to some 
of the teams I coached 
before, and man, we had 
some good teams. To see 
this team against those 
guys in that historical 
perspective, it makes you 
appreciate what you have,” 
Johnson said. “You have 
kids like Will Johnson, 
Clayton Wilson, and Wes 
Nicholls, and Kale, and 
you win. They’re winners. 
So, it’s been fun.” 

Johnson is already look-
ing forward to seeing how 
his 2026 team stacks up 
with teams around the state 
and in history. 

Track
From Page A1

Websites for reference: 
www.singaporemath.com/pages/dimensions-math-pk-5-for-schools 
friendzy.co/character-education/elementary-school 
www.coreknowledge.org 
https://www.coreknowledge.org/download-free-curriculum/
https://ctclusi.org/wrap-lessons/
https://www.grandronde.org/government/education-department/curriculum/ 
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/teachingcontent/instructional-materi-
als/pages/adoptedinstructional-materials.aspx 
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/pages/default.aspx
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whom supported the use of 
the cameras. 

After a break, speaker 
Keith Pangborn said he has 
little faith in the internet 
because he has friends in 
the industry who have told 
him horror stories about 
how easy it is to hack 
information. He suggested 
it would be better to have a 
system contained in-house 
that is not connected to the 
internet.

He suggested that he 
suggested that if an actual 
criminal were to swap 
license plates with an unin-
volved citizen’s vehicle, 
it could create unintended 
circumstances.

Sally Ott said that while 
she has the highest regard 
for everything police 
and staff do, she has no 
confidence in the current 
national administration.

She called it a little door 
that could lead to a com-
plete loss of control. She 
said the City cannot know 
whether or not to trust 
Flock until something goes 
awry.

Adam Cook said he also 
opposes the use of the 
cameras, saying they are a 
threat to every Oregonian’s 
privacy.

“The concern is height-
ened by extreme levels of 
federal aggression being 
currently directed at immi-
grants, transgender people, 
black and brown people, 
people exercising their 
First Amendment rights, 
and women seeking repro-
ductive health services,” 
he said.

Cook said automatic 
license plate readers have 
the potential to create data-
bases that would threaten 
citizens’ ability to lead pri-
vate lives.

IN RESPONSE
Police Chief John 

Pitcher addressed some of 
the previous points, start-
ing with the shutdown and 
restarting of cameras in 
Eugene and Springfield.

Pitcher said he had 
been in communication 
with the chiefs of Eugene 
and Springfield Police 
Departments, as well as 
Sheriff’s Office personnel, 
after they discontinued 
contracts with Flock 
Safety. Responding to a 
previous comment that 
cameras were remotely 
turned back on after being 
shut off, Pitcher said 
Eugene and Springfield 
each had one camera 
turned on when they 
thought they were off.

“Eugene had to turn 
theirs off; Springfield had 
never turned theirs on,” he 
said. “Flock has an internal 
health date on their cam-
eras. If a camera comes 
up and it’s sick, a dispatch 
goes out and fixes the cam-
era. That’s what happened 
in this case. They fixed the 
camera, turned the camera 
on and left. Yes, Flock did 
turn on the camera and, the 
chief showed me there’s 
no conspiracy theories or 
inappropriate use [and] no 
misuse.”

He said that in talking to 
the Lane County Sheriff, 
he was told that since 
larger agencies were dis-
continuing use of the cam-
era, it was questionable 
whether LCSO needed 
it. He said some of those 
agencies wanted to wait 
and see what the state 
legislature planned to do 
before using Flock or pos-
sibly another ALPR sys-
tem. He noted that Lincoln 
City also discontinued 
its cameras, saying they 
simply could not afford 
the $2,500 subscription 
contract. He said the same 
outcome may be possible 
for Florence if it chooses 
to continue using the 
cameras.

IN-HOUSE?
Regarding the devel-

opment of an in-house 
system, Pitcher said the 
most difficult issue would 
be storing the data. He said 
the department attempted 
to store the data from its 
in-car cameras, but found 
its system did not have 
enough storage capabil-
ity, and the data was not 
searchable.

“We got to a point where 
we couldn’t store it, and 
when we could store it, we 
couldn’t find it,” he said. 
“It would take forever to 
find the right video record-
ing for a case. If we had 
unlimited funds, that would 
be nice, but we don’t.”

He also noted that with 
a maximum of only three 
officers on duty at any 
time, those resources are 
also limited.

“To have a system that 
can tell us if a murder 
suspect, a stolen car or 
an Amber Alert or Silver 
Alert... If one of those 
vehicles went through, our 
chances of locating them 
are greatly improved,” he 
said.

Assistant City Manager 
Megan Messmer later 
noted that such a project 
would not be financially 
feasible with current 
staff, budget and financial 
resources.

Pitcher repeated that 
photos are only of the back 
of vehicles, and are no 
different than what could 
be taken by a pedestrian in 
public. 

“There is no other 
identifying data on it,” he 
said. “We have to use our 
other law enforcement 
data systems to get that 
information.” Pitcher said 
officers can search the 
system using particular 
search terms, such as the 
time range, color of the car 
and maybe a partial license 
plate number.

“It gives us just one 
piece of the evidence,” he 
said, “then we have to do 
our jobs. Flock doesn’t do 
our jobs for us; we follow 
that evidence.” He also 
noted a previous speaker’s 
comment that plates can be 
switched from cars, saying 
that it would become part 
of the information to deter-
mine where and when the 
plate was stolen and what 
vehicle it was reattached 
to.

“It’s just part of an 
investigation that would be 
the same with or without 
Flock,” he said.

Pitcher noted that every 
American carries a device 
with them that can track 
them to their exact location 
at any moment.

“It’s like your phone. 
Everyone carries their 
phone everywhere. Some 
people will say that’s 

a choice, but it’s not a 
choice. People are addicted 
to their phones. They can’t 
function without their 
phones. They can’t do their 
jobs. Every phone can 
track you to your location 
if they choose to, and they 
have your name with your 
address and everything. 
Any company could vio-
late its own policies or 
violate the law.”

Pitcher said that in 
Florence, the cameras have 
only been used to solve 
cases.

“Flock has not been used 
to violate anyone’s rights 
here in the city,” he said.

FROM FLOCK
A noticeable murmur 

went through the room 
when a Flock representa-
tive was introduced on the 
digital screen.

Trevor Chandler, 
Director of Public Affairs 
for Flock Safety, opened 
by saying, “Everyone in 
this conversation wants 
safety.”

“Flock has not and will 
not ever sell your data,” he 
said. “It is in our contract 
with the City that we will 
not sell your data. It is 
your data, and you own it 
100 percent.”

Regarding instances 
that were brought up 
about Flock data sharing, 
Chandler said, “Flock has 
never been hacked. Flock 
has never shared informa-
tion for an agency. What 
has happened is that some 
agencies in communities 
have a very wide share 
radius, and because of 
Flock’s transparency and 
accountability features, 
they noticed that their data 
was being used in ways 
that didn’t align with their 
community values. They 
made a decision that they 
didn’t want to share that 
anymore because they 
didn’t want to risk going 
against their community 
values. So there’s a big 
difference between what 
some said, ‘Flock shared 
data,’ that’s simply not the 
case.”

Saying Flock is the 
most transparent public 
safety tool on the market, 
Chandler said no other 
agency has the auditing 
capabilities and the public 
transparency portal. He 
said the reason people 
knew about instances of 
data sharing came from the 
publicly accessible trans-
parency portal. He added 
that the instance where 
the camera turned back 
on in Springfield was also 
noticed by people viewing 
the transparency portal.

“This was not a con-
spiracy to put key cameras 
back on; it was a mistake 
that we took responsibility 
for,” he said, adding that 
some cities that had turned 

their cameras off have 
worked with Flock offi-
cials and are now turning 
them back on. 

Saying Flock currently 
works with over 6,000 
communities and has 
signed on 2,000 more in 
the last year, Chandler 
said it can adapt to work 
with each community 
individually.

He said the system 
allows officers to do more 
with less and focus on 
community policing.

“This is about precision 
policing, not mass surveil-
lance,” he said.

Referring to the court 
case in Washington, 
Chandler said there are 
now competing judicial 
decisions on the subject in 
that state.

“I will say that the 4th 
Amendment case law 
across the country is nearly 
unanimous in stating that 
license plate readers are 
fully constitutional under 
the 4th Amendment. They 
cannot track you every-
where you go, especially 
in a case like the City 
of Florence, where you 
have so few cameras that 
it would be physically 
impossible. What this pro-
vides is objective evidence 
that your officers can use 
to find missing persons, 
which is one of the reasons 
why we’re endorsed by 
the National Center for 
Exploited Children. This is 
the organization that runs 
our country’s Amber Alert 
program. We helped find 
over 100 missing children. 
It’s one of the reasons 
we’re endorsed by Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving, 
because less than 50 per-
cent of the hit-and-runs 
in this country are solved. 
Less than 50 percent of the 
murders in this country are 
solved, so this is a really 
pivotal tool.”

He said credit should go 

to local law enforcement 
agencies that gather fur-
ther evidence. Saying that 
Flock is not a judge and 
jury, Chandler added that 
an image on a camera is 
not all the evidence a law 
enforcement agency would 
need to put someone in 
jail. He said the Flock 
imagery is a key piece 
of evidence that officers 
can use to solve crimes 
more quickly, especially in 
cases where time is of the 
essence, such as a missing 
child, an adult with demen-
tia behind the wheel or a 
crime in progress.
QUESTIONING FLOCK
Noting that Flock has 

said it will never share 
information, Council Sally 
Wantz asked, “But could 
you?”

“...to break the law? 
That will go against our 
contract, and we would not 
do that,” Chandler replied 
before the Mayor quelled 
a murmur in the audience. 

Wantz said the question 
was asked just to make a 
point.

“What is the liability 
for the City of Florence if 
data collected by the Flock 

Do you part and volunteer today to help 
support these organizations in our community.

Peace Harbor Volunteers

DOING GOOD . GIVING BACK
VOLUNTEER AT PEACEHEALTH PEACE HARBOR MEDICAL CENTER
Do you have a desire to serve your community? Peace Harbor 
Medical Center may be the place for you. At Peace Harbor, we strive 
to provide compassionate, high quality, accessible health care and 
to promote a healthy community. We value having community 
volunteers in various aspects throughout the healthcare system. 

For more information and to obtain an application 
visit the Gift Shop or Front Lobby Desk at 

Peace Harbor Medical  Center at 400 9th Street, Florence, Oregon. 

Us Too Florence

Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who 
understands!”
541-997-6626 • maribob@oregonfast.net 
www.ustooflorence.org

To include your 
organization in 

this directory 
please call us 

@ 541-997-3441

Your connection to local professionals 
in every area of auto care.

Auto Care 
Guide

Best 
Tire 

Value 
Promise

4325 Highway 101 • Florence Oregon
541-997-7178 • lesschwab.com/store/?storeId=219

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER
Serving Oregon Since 1952

To include your business in this 
monthly section call 541-997-3441

Phone and Internet  
Discounts Available to  
CenturyLink Customers
The Oregon Public Utility Commission 
designated CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its 
service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for 
residential voice lines are $27.30 per month, 
and business services are $43.50 per month. 
Specific rates will be provided upon request.

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline 
program, which makes residential telephone or 
qualifying broadband service more affordable 
to eligible low-income individuals and families. 
Eligible customers may qualify for Lifeline 
discounts of $5.25/month for voice or bundled 
voice service or $9.25/month for qualifying 
broadband or broadband bundles. Residents 
who live on federally recognized Tribal Lands 
may qualify for additional Tribal benefits if they 
participate in certain additional federal eligibility 
programs. The Lifeline discount is available for 
only one telephone or qualifying broadband 
service per household, which can be either 
a wireline or wireless service. Broadband 
speeds must be at least 25 Mbps download 
and 3 Mbps upload to qualify. 

A household is defined as any individual 
or group of individuals who live together at 
the same address and share income and 
expenses. Services are not transferable, and 
only eligible consumers may enroll in these 
programs. Consumers who willfully make false 
statements to obtain these discounts can be 
punished by fine or imprisonment and can be 
barred from these programs.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, 
visit https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/
community/community-development/lifeline.
html for additional information about applying 
for these programs or call 1-800-201-4099 
with questions.

Flock
From Page A1

See FLOCK, Page A6

CORRECTION:
In the Jan. 14 story on the council discussion of 

Flock cameras, some speakers names were sounded 
out pending verification of their correct spellings, 
which was inadvertently missed. The correct spell-
ings of all speakers’ names are listed herein, and we 
apologize for the mistakes. 

Andrew Simrin, Justin Ludwig (technical diffi-
culties), Amy Martin, Donna Mathews, Phung Van, 
Rainbow, Rob Sheldon, Pip Cole, Randal Thomas, 
Nan Harvey, Judy Plumery, Bill Meyer, Rob Welles, 
Haley Millard, Andrew Prater, Evelyn Lovelace, 
Keith Pangborn, Sally Ott, Nora Kent and Adam 
Cook. 
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Jim Davis, Sales

Come take a look at our ever 
changing inventory!

BUD’S UPHOLSTERY
Boat Tops & CarsBoat Tops & Cars

New Address: 87637 Hwy. 101, Florence 
• ½ mile North of Fred Meyer 

541-997-4856
11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

Over
55 Years
Experience

• Complete 
auto & boat 
interiors

• Canvas work
Make Your 

Appointment Now!

system is misused or neg-
ligently released?” Wantz 
asked. “What are we will-
ing to be liable for, should 
this happen?”

Mayor Ward said the 
question would be best 
asked of the City Attorney. 
Chief Pitcher said he 
reached out to Flock with 
the same question and was 
told Flock would accept 
liability.

Wantz recalled when 
the city first chose Flock 
for its ALPR cameras and 
asked if other companies 
were considered.

Pitcher said that in 2023, 
an armed robbery occurred 
at a business in Florence. 
He said the suspects also 
committed another armed 
robbery just over the 
Washington border, and 
also killed someone in the 
process. He said Flock 
data from California led 
authorities to determine 
the car had been stolen in 
California, and later, to find 
them sleeping in the car.

“That’s how we learned 
about Flock, and then we 
started to learn how many 
law enforcement agencies 
were using Flock,” he 
said, noting that less used 
systems aren’t as valuable 
because they don’t have 
the same sharing capabili-
ties between law enforce-
ment agencies.

Pitcher spoke of a recent 
case where a murder sus-
pect in Multnomah County 
was mistakenly released 
from jail, but was later 
located in the Florence 
area because of data shar-
ing between the Florence 
Police Department and 
Multnomah County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Councilor Mike Webb 
asked what would hap-
pen if the city limited its 
sharing options to just 
Florence. Pitcher referred 
to the previous case, saying 
that the subject would not 
have been caught because 
doing so would limit the 
department’s options.

Webb asked how the 
camera knows went to 

photograph a vehicle. 
Chandler said the cameras 
are motion-activated, and 
while they may catch pho-
tos of pedestrians, the sys-
tem cannot be searched for 
human characteristics.

A LONG LIST
Councilor Jo Beuadreau 

brought a long list of ques-
tions, but started by asking 
Chandler to respond to the 
previously asked liability 
question.

“So if there is ever any 
kind of breach of data, 
which is also within the 
contract, Flock would 
absolutely be liable for 
that,” he said.

Beaudreau asked how 
Florence police were able 
to obtain Flock information 
from Texas, as previously 
mentioned. Pitcher replied 
that the data came from 
an automatic nationwide 
alert by the National 
Crime Information Center. 
Chandler noted that the 
NCIC is run by the gov-
ernment, not Flock, but 
it can share alerts from 
NCIC.

“If you only want to 
receive an alert about 
stolen cars but not immi-
gration, you can uncheck 
immigration so you’re not 
receiving any alerts related 
to that,” he said. “You can 
customize them, or you 
can turn them all off.”

“My next question 
is, have there been any 
independent audits of 
your technology and 
source code? Beaudreau 
asked. Chandler replied 
that Flock has undergone 
industry-standard audits to 
ensure internal security and 
compliance.

“We also have some 
of the highest levels of 
encryption, but as far as 
an individual audit of the 
source code, I can’t speak 
specifically to that, but I do 
know that we are SOC 2, 
Type 2, SOC 2 Type 3, as 
well as certified on many 
other certifications.”

Asked if Flock does 
its own audits, Chandler 
said no, adding that 
they’re done by an exter-
nal auditor. Asked who 
that is, Chandler said it’s 
a law firm and that the 

certifications are provided 
through them.

Pressed by Beaudreau 
about whether the firm 
is affiliated with Flock, 
Chander replied, “We are a 
customer of theirs because 
they perform our audits. 
That is the extent of our 
association.”

Chandler said audits are 
done at various times, with 
the main ones done annu-
ally and are numbers are 
publicly available.

Asked about “net-
work audits,” Chandler 
explained that there are 
two types.

“You have your agency 
audit, which will show 
you all the usage that your 
agency has performed 
using your system. As was 
stated, Flock is one of the 
most transparent systems 
out there, and even though 
the data is deleted after 
30 days, the audit trail is 
permanent, so the agency 
trail is the audit trail of all 
agencies’ use of the Flock 
system. The network audit 
is the audit of the other 
agencies that you share 
with and how they have 
used your system for their 
searches.” 

Asked if “bad actors” at 
shared departments could 
be identified for attempt-
ing to access information, 
Chandler said yes.

“Not only the individual, 
but the time, the reason, all 
of that is kept,” he said.

Chandler said officers 
must follow the law when 
using the system, and that 
giving false information 
about a search is a crime 
and is criminally punish-
able. He said case numbers 
and other documentation 
have to be included in 
every search to ensure 
legal use, and will be 
flagged for investigation if 
found to be inconsistent.

After some discussion 
about who can share 
admin preferences and 
camera tech contractors, 
Beaudreau asked how data 
is stored and destroyed.

Using a stream of tech-
nical acronyms, Chandler 
said that while the Amazon 
Web Services (AWS) 
(.gov) cloud is not owned 
by the government, but is 
a certified cloud used by 
many municipalities.

Destruction, aka 
Data Sanitization, ren-
ders it “irrecoverable 
when those devices are 

decommissioned or repur-
posed,” he said. 

“It’s also very important 
to note that Flock ALPR 
does not store personal-
ly-identifiable information. 
These are not social secu-
rity numbers; Flock is not 
connected to the DMV. 
The data that is being 
stored is public images of 
a government document, 
which is a license plate 
on a public road.” He said 
that while the information 
is not personal data like 
social security numbers, 
his company protects the 
data as if it were.

He said deletions are 
also subject to strict gov-
ernment-level compliance 
regulations.

ONLINE CLAIMS
Regarding an inquiry 

about online reports that 
Flock cameras were found 
to have over 900 vulnera-
bilities, Chandler said the 
report is based on an erro-
neous TikTok and YouTube 
video.

“Basically what was 
discovered in that video 
was similar to a thing 
you could do if you took 
an iPhone out of the box 
without turning it on or 
connecting it to a system 
and said ‘look at all these 
fun things I can do with 
an iPhone, look how weak 
this security system is,’ 
and those would actually 
be vulnerabilities that 
wouldn’t exist once the 
iPhone connected to the 
system,” he said. “It’s the 
exact same way with the 
Flock cameras. This indi-
vidual claimed he hacked 
a camera, which didn’t 
happen, and what he did 
was open up an uncon-
nected camera, which 
was not connected to the 
system, to point out vul-
nerabilities that would no 
longer exist if the phone 
were connected to the sys-
tem and the patches were 
made.” He said many of 
the claimed vulnerabilities 
were self-identified and 
corrected before the video 
was made. 

Chandler said Flock has 
also been very open about 
discovered vulnerabilities 
and also has a program 
that pays users for finding 
vulnerabilities so they can 
be corrected. He said in 
many instances, people 
have reported potential 
vulnerabilities that have 

already been self-identified 
and corrected.

Asked if vulnerabilities 
could occur when another 
agency opens Florence 
data, Chandler said, “No, 
that can’t happen.” He said 
many updates were added 
to the system in response 
to citizens who made it 
clear that they did not want 
local data being used for 
federal purposes. He said 
federal agencies will never 
have access to nationwide 
or state “lookup” data, and 
will only be able to share 
information with agencies 
that allow and confirm it.

Using the National Parks 
Service as a hypothetical 
example, Chandler said if 
Florence shared its cameras 
with NPS, Parks employ-
ees would only have access 
to Florence’s cameras, but 
not those of other agencies 
on Florence’s share list.

Mayor Rob Ward asked 
what fine-tuning has 
occurred in Flock in the 
last year to stay ahead 
of potential hackers and 
misuse. Chandler said 
additional safeguards have 
gone into the tech, but also 
into hiring expert company 
staff, proactive auditing, 
misuse identification proto-
cols and firewalls.

He said protocols are 
being developed that will 
ensure compliance with 
state laws by default, to 
eliminate any possibility of 
misuse.

“Especially in the era 
of TikTok and YouTube, 
it’s really easy to lean into 
conspiracy theories about 
all of these different things, 
but in reality, what we’re 
seeing are just well-mean-
ing public servants who 
may have clicked the 
wrong button and wanted 
to make it right,” he said. 
“What we’re doing at 
Flock is making our agen-
cies that use us have very 
easy compliance with state 
and local laws and make it 
incredibly easy to ensure 
their community safety 
never has to come at the 
expense of community 
values.”

Asked whether Flock 
planned to release a 
statement regarding “the 
Cambridge Analytical 
scandal,” Chandler said he 
was unaware of it. 
FURTHER DISCUSSION
After some discussion 

about sending further 
questions to the City 
Attorney, Councilor Robert 
Carp read a letter from a 
Florence Police dispatcher, 
who said that Flock cam-
eras are a tool to help 
protect lives. The letter 
said that while the depart-
ment has received many 
inquiries about privacy, the 
cameras cannot see into 
vehicles, hair color, cloth-
ing or into one’s personal 
life.

“We are not watching 
for people, we are watch-
ing for danger, the letter 
read. What we can see are 
the moments when some-
one needs us the most.” 
The letter said the camera 
is allowed to see what 
direction a vehicle is trav-
eling when time is of the 
essence. We do not misuse 

this tool.” The letter said 
the cameras are not about 
surveillance, but about 
safety.

Carp said that in listen-
ing to the commentators 
that evening, as well as 
the community at large, he 
can see a lot of division 
from the community to the 
national level.

“By and large, we are 
divided because of so 
much misinformation by 
our politicians, by the 
media and activists. People 
and politicians can grand-
stand all they want, the 
bottom line here is com-
munity safety.” Carp said 
Flock has been vetted by 
the city and the cameras 
are a tool used to keep the 
community safe.

“The media and others 
will have you think other-
wise,” he said. “The cam-
eras only capture license 
plates on cars, not people, 
not pedestrians, not bicy-
clists, they do not identify 
a person.”

Carp, a retired police 
officer, said there is always 
negative pushback when 
law enforcement uses 
a new tool. Using the 
Rodney King incident, 
Carp said his department, 
located hundreds of miles 
away from the incident, 
stopped using batons 
afterward. He said bean 
bag rounds and tasers also 
caused public outcry.

“All these tools give 
options to law enforcement 
over the use of firearms,” 
he said. “They save lives 
instead of ending a life.” 
He said that in the time 
Florence has had cameras, 
there has been no evidence 
of misuse or violations of 
anyone’s rights. Noting 
that virtually every busi-
ness in Florence has secu-
rity cameras, Carp noted 
that Flock cameras are on 
public roads and not pri-
vate property.

“There is no expectation 
of privacy on a public 
road,” he said. “That’s 
why it’s called a public 
road. Those who call out 
the 4th Amendment are 
misinformed. The 4th 
Amendment is about pri-
vate property, inside your 
car, your person, and not 
about public roadways. I 
truly hope people are here 
to listen and to understand 
versus listening to react. 
Let’s keep Florence a safe 
town.”

TO BE CONTINUED
After some discussion 

about reader boards, poten-
tial for abuse, and com-
munity trust, Beaudreau 
suggested turning the cam-
eras off until the council 
makes a firm decision, but 
was voted down 3/2, with 
Wantz also supporting the 
idea.

Ward said community 
safety is important and that 
he supports the cameras 
as long as they are not 
abused.

The council opted to 
move the topic forward to 
its Jan. 22 work session to 
get additional answers, dis-
cuss it further, and poten-
tially make a decision. The 
story will appear in the 
Jan. 28 issue 

Flock
From Page A5

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Heidi White
Broker

541-600-60581600-113 Rhododendron Dr. 
$158,000

2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 924 SqFt. Excellent oppor-
tunity to bring in a new manufactured home. 
Call agent for buyer incentive details. #3705-
730692234

Buying or Selling? I can help!
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Check out our Website @ cbcoast.com New Search Features, Videos and More. See ALL of Florence’s Listings.

Justin Young
Broker

Alva Bracey
Broker

Aric Sneddon
Broker

John Barnett
Broker

Dani Flescher
Broker

Jack Johnson
Broker

Andy Johnson
Principal Broker/Owner

Lynnette Wikstrom
Broker

Missy Johnson
Broker

Shirley Hunt
Principal Broker

Randy Paredes
Broker

Ryan Denning
Broker

Sadie Clark
Broker

Sam Johnson
Broker

Wanda Johnson
Broker

“We’re next to the Bridge”
100 Hwy. 101, Florence, OR

COAST REAL ESTATE

541-997-7777
Servicing Florence Since 1956

WIDE VARIETY OF OFFERINGS IN THE FLORENCE AREA

Surrounded by lush vegetation for 
privacy. Hardwood floors throughout. 

3 Bed/2 Bath, 1568 SF
$469,900$469,900

4948 OCEANA DR.

Charming townhome w/ hardwood 
floors and fireplace. In sought after golf 
course community. 1 Bed/1 Bath, 921 SF

$399,500$399,500

2014 ROYAL ST. GEORGES DR.

Cozy Idylewood cottage on a corner lot. 
Dead end street w/ private backyard. 
3 Bed/2 Bath, 1084 SF. 3 car garage.

$399,999$399,999

87803 SANDRIFT ST.

Great opportunity in Florentine 
Estates. Double garage. 
2 Bed/2 Bath. 1620 SF

$385,000$385,000

507 ROBIN LANE

Bay Bridge Condo with River views. 
Covered porch. Dedicated parking space 
and storage unit. 2 Bed/2 Bath. 1048 SF

$439,000$439,000

1080 BAY ST. #19

1993 Golden West double-wide. New 
roof in 2024. All appliances included. 

2 Bed/2 Bath, 1080 SF
$310,000$310,000

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#654

2 level chalet w/Mercer Lake access 
plus oversized garage & workshop. 

3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2110 sq. ft. 
$484,000$484,000

5938 VIEW LOOP

Like new. Former model home-never 
lived in. Quiet neighborhood. 

3 Bed/2 Bath. 1404 SF
$398,000$398,000

5270 NOPAL ST.

Charming home in Old Town with 
upstairs apt. One block from the marina. 

2 Bed/2.5 Bath, 1752 SF.
$495,000$495,000

289 HARBOR ST.

Triple-wide manufactured home. 
Manicured landscaping. Two workshops 

and RV port. 2 Bed/2 Bath, 1836 SF
$398,000$398,000

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#673 

Rare & coveted income opportunity! 
Leased thru 3/31/2028. Professional 

office interior. 4900 SF.

$625,000$625,000

2230 KINGWOOD ST.

Breathtaking river and dune views from 
almost every room. Covered patio & hot 

tub. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2094 SF.
$635,000$635,000

3315 RHODODENDRON

Stunning new custom home with 
panoramic river and ocean views. 

3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2275 SF.
$1,150,000$1,150,000

26 COAST GUARD RD

2 story luxury home w/ incredible views 
of the ocean. Tongue and groove vaulted 

ceilings. 5 Bed/2.5 Bath, 3378 SF
$1,299,999$1,299,999

21 TWIN TREE CT.

Clean and well maintained studio 
unit. Perfect for full time or a coastal 

getaway. Central location. 341 SF
$135,000$135,000

1260 10TH ST. #11

Bring your imagination, goals and dreams 
to this unique creative home. Two distinct 

living areas. 4 Bed/3 Bath, 2076 SF.

$399,500$399,500

1521 RANCH RD. REEDSPORT

Cozy well maintained Creekside 
Cabin Park model home in Coast 

Village. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 408 SF
$199,500$199,500

25 SAND DOLLAR DR.

PRICE 

PRICE 

REDUCED

REDUCED

Construction underway! Sandpines 
gated community. Golf & pond views. 

3 Bed/2 Bath, 2157 SF.

$824,500$824,500

TROON CIRCLE #500

Construction beginning soon on this 
Fawn Ridge East home! Floor plan can be 

customized. 3 Bed/ 2 Bath. 1956 SF

$767,000$767,000

TL 5700 FAWN VIEW LANE

Like new home in private Woahink Lake 
neighborhood. Shared community dock. 

Sold fully furnished. 3 Bed/2 Bath. 2008 SF

$799,000$799,000

83591 SAUTER DRIVE

Conveniently located townhouse. Low 
maintenance yard and move-in ready. 

2 Bed /1.5 Bath, 1004 SF
$269,997$269,997

1150 HEMLOCK ST. #D-14

Cozy home with LVP flooring, ductless 
heat pump & large living room. 

3 Bed/2 Bath, 1539 SF
$329,997$329,997

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#694

Coastal ranch on 22 creekfront acres. 
NW designed custom home. Shop w/ full 

bath. 2 + Bed/3 Bath, 2952 SF
$950,000$950,000

18156 HIGHWAY 36 • BLACHLY

3 story home w/ magnificent blue water 
views. Expansive living area. Close to the 
804 walking trail. 2 Bed/3.5 Bath. 3152 SF

$995,000$995,000

514 LEMWICK LANE 
YACHATS
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JIM HOBERG,
ABR,ABRM,CRS, 
GRI, SRES, GREEN
Broker/Owner
• • •

• RESIDENTIAL • LAND • COMMERCIAL • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT •

541.997.7653
Toll Free 1-866-967-7653

visit us online at www.jimhoberg.com or www.wcresi.com

sales@wcresi.com 
rentals@wcresi.com

1870 Highway 126, 
Florence, OR 97439

Tide Table
Siuslaw River Entrance saltwatertides.com

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
High .........2:14 a.m. .........7.3 
Low ..........7:45 a.m. .........2.8 
High ........ 1:27 p.m. .........7.7
Low ......... 8:05 p.m. ........-0.3

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
High .........2:42 a.m. .........7.5 
Low ..........8:28 a.m. .........2.4 
High ........ 2:10 p.m. .........7.3
Low ......... 8:36 p.m. .........0.2

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23
High .........3:10 a.m. .........7.7 
Low ..........9:14 a.m. .........2.1 
High ........ 2:58 p.m. .........6.8
Low ......... 9:08 p.m. .........0.9

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24
High .........3:41 a.m. .........8.0  
Low .........10:06 a.m. ........1.7 
High ........ 3:54 p.m. .........6.2
Low ......... 9:43 p.m. .........1.7

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25
High .........4:17 a.m. .........8.1 
Low .........11:08 a.m. ........1.5 
High ........ 5:03 p.m. .........5.6
Low ........ 10:23 p.m. ........2.6

MONDAY, JANUARY 26
High .........5:00 a.m. .........8.2 
Low ........ 12:19 p.m. ........1.2 
High ........ 6:33 p.m. .........5.2
Low ........ 11:15 p.m. ........3.5

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27
High .........5:54 a.m. .........8.2 
Low ......... 1:36 p.m. .........0.7 
High ........ 8:22 p.m. .........5.2

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
Low .........12:30 a.m. ........4.2 
High .........7:02 a.m. .........8.2 
Low ......... 2:49 p.m. .........0.2
High ........ 9:55 p.m. .........5.7

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
Low ..........2:04 a.m. .........4.5 
High .........8:17 a.m. .........8.4 
Low ......... 3:53 p.m. ........-0.4
High ....... 10:56 p.m. ........6.2

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30
Low ..........3:28 a.m. .........4.3 
High .........9:26 a.m. .........8.6 
Low ......... 4:48 p.m. ........-0.9
High ....... 11:42 p.m. ........6.7

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
Low ..........4:36 a.m. .........3.9  
High ........10:27 a.m. ........8.8 
Low ......... 5:35 p.m. ........-1.2

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
High ........12:21 a.m. ........7.2 
Low ..........5:32 a.m. .........3.3 
High ........11:20 a.m. ........8.8
Low ......... 6:17 p.m. ........-1.3

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
High ........12:57 a.m. ........7.5
Low ..........6:22 a.m. .........2.7  
High ....... 12:09 p.m. ........8.6
Low ......... 6:55 p.m. ........-1.1

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
High .........1:32 a.m. .........7.8 
Low ..........7:09 a.m. .........2.3 
High ....... 12:56 p.m. ........8.2
Low ......... 7:31 p.m. ........-0.7

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
High .........2:05 a.m. .........7.9 
Low ..........7:54 a.m. .........1.9 
High ........ 1:41 p.m. .........7.6
Low ......... 8:04 p.m. ........-0.1

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
High .........2:36 a.m. .........7.9 
Low ..........8:38 a.m. .........1.7 
High ........ 2:27 p.m. .........7.0
Low ......... 8:35 p.m. .........0.7

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
High .........3:06 a.m. .........7.9 
Low ..........9:22 a.m. .........1.6 
High ........ 3:14 p.m. .........6.4
Low ......... 9:05 p.m. .........1.6

Randy ParedesRandy Paredes
BrokerBroker

541.997.7777541.997.7777
“WE’RE NEXT TO THE BRIDGE.” “WE’RE NEXT TO THE BRIDGE.” 

100 HWY. 101100 HWY. 101
SEE ALL FLORENCE LISTINGS AT CBCOAST.COM

COAST REAL ESTATE

Surrounded by lush vegetation for privacy. 
Hardwood floors throughout. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1568 SF. 
$475,500. CB# 12910

2 story luxury home w/ incredible views of the 
ocean. Tongue and groove vaulted ceilings. 5 
Bed/2.5 Bath, 3378 SF. $1,299,999. CB# 12705

4948 OCEANA DR.21 TWIN TREE CT.
DOWN BY THE BEACH!

Will LOHRE
Country Media, Inc. 

Siuslaw lept into league play 
against Sutherlin on Jan. 15, 
and though the results are not 
available at the time of press, 
let’s look at how the Vikings 
were shaping up heading into 
league play and what the sched-
ule might have in store for the 
Florence favorites. 

The boys closed out presea-
son with a three-win streak 
ahead of their matchup with the 
Bulldogs, a streak that brought 
them three games above .500. 
With a 9-6 record heading into 
league play, Siuslaw sat at #22 
in OSAA’s 3A rankings and 
was positioned to be one of 
the top teams in the Far West 
League this season. 

Amid the six Far West teams, 
Siuslaw ranked second in pre-
season record, first in total 
points scored, and fourth in 
total points allowed. Douglas 
sits atop the conference with 
a 10-4 record and was ranked 
#11 by OSAA. 

After grabbing wins against 
Bandon and Toledo on Jan. 3 

and Jan. 6, Siuslaw closed out 
its non-league schedule with a 
win against Harrisburg at home 
on Jan. 9. It was an impressive 
55-39 win for the Vikings over 
a hot Harrisburg squad that 
entered the game on a three-
game winning streak. 

“Great team win last night 
against a tough Harrisburg 
team,” Head Coach Dylan 
Perry said after the win. “Our 
best game of the season so 
far and a great way to finish 
out preseason play. Boys are 
looking strong heading into the 
league opener at Sutherlin next 
week.”

Asher Borgnino led the way 
for the Vikings, scoring 14 
points for the Vikings, includ-
ing a 12-point first half to 
power Siuslaw’s offense. Micah 
Blankenship was the only 
other Viking in double-digit 
scoring with 10 points, but 
Siuslaw showcased its depth 
with six players scoring at least 
a bucket. It was an excellent 
way to cap a winning preseason 
for a Vikings team that will be 

Will LOHRE
Country Media, Inc. 

The largest girls high 
school wrestling tour-
nament of the year was 
held at Dallas High 
School on Jan. 10, and 
the Vikings showed 
plenty of grit and com-
petitive energy, refus-
ing to be awed by the 
52-team field.

The Lady Dragon 
Invite 2026 featured a 
packed field, with wres-
tlers turning up from all 
over Oregon, and despite 
sending just five wres-
tlers, the Vikings placed 
26th with 54 points. 
North Salem ended up 
taking the team crown 
with 185.5 points. Two of 
Siuslaw’s five wrestlers 
placed in their weight 
classes, and senior Danin 
Lacouture wrestled her 
way to another first-place 
finish, this time in the 
biggest event of the year. 

Siuslaw Head Coach 
Neil Wartnik said plac-
ing in a tournament 
of this size is a “huge 

accomplishment,” and 
noted that Lacouture is 
showing the ability to 
wrestle well in high-
stakes matches. 

Lacouture finished 
her run in Dallas with 
a 5-0 record, adding 
another impressive dis-
play to a season that has 
already seen her grab 
multiple tournament 
titles. Lacouture started 
the meet out with a pin 
against Ridgeview’s 
Josslyn Denny, the 
first of four wins by 
fall she would achieve. 
The second round was 
against Estacada’s Esther 
Hughes, and Lacouture 
had the match over 
in lightning fashion. 
Lacouture pinned Hughes 
just 19 seconds in, capi-
talizing on an early take-
down for a precision pin. 

Leading into the final 
match, Lacouture regis-
tered two more wins by 
fall, allowing just two 
points to be scored on 
her in the first four 

Siuslaw NEWS STAFF
At its regular Jan. 

13 meeting, the City 
Planning Commission 
unanimously approved 
plans to allow a multi-
unit residential use per-
mit to create six condos 
inside the former Lotus 
building on Bay Street. 

The application was 
submitted in Aug. of 
2025 by Chris Leturno 
on behalf of A&D Bay 
Street LLC for approval 
of a conditional use per-
mit (PC 25 16 CUP 04 
and design review (PC 
25 07 DR 05) as required 
by Florence City Code. 
The request proposes the 
conversion of existing 
building formerly used 
as a restaurant into six 
residential condominium 
units, together. With 
related site, architectural 
landscaping, lighting, 
parking and circulation 
improvements. 

The commission first 
listened to staff recom-
mendations prior to hear-
ing from the developer 
and asking questions. 
Staff Recommendations

• This (request) meets 
applicable CUP+ Design 
Review criteria or can 
meet them through tar-
geted, permit-stage con-
ditions of approval.

• Protects neighbors 
and the public through 
focused conditions 
(headlight screening, 
pedestrian connections, 
mechanical screening 

and lighting limits).
• Ensures floodplain/

environmental compli-
ance before any building 
permits through required 
SIR and floodplain 
documentation.  

Why reviewable now
The application was 

related to three recent 
actions adopted by the 
Florence City Council 
that collectively affect 
the zoning, allowable 
uses, and regulatory 
treatment of the subject 
building.

On February 24, 
2025, the Florence 
City Council adopted 
Ordinance No. 1, Series 
2025, amending the 
Florence Realization 
2020 Comprehensive 
Plan and the associated 
zoning map. These 
amendments adjusted the 
division line between the 
Development Estuary 
(DE) District and the Old 
Town Area A District to 
the Mean Higher High-
Water line at approx-
imately 7.2 feet. As a 
result, all land north of 
the existing bulkhead 
that is not subject to 
inundation during a 
mean higher high-tide 
event was rezoned to 
Old Town Area A. This 
action shifted the major-
ity of the buildings into 
the Old Town Area A 
District while leaving a 
portion of the structure 
within the DE District.

On April 7, 2025, the 

Florence City Council 
adopted Ordinance No. 
4, Series 2025, amend-
ing Florence City Code 
(FCC) Title 10, Chapter 
17A, Section 2(B) 
and (C). This amend-
ment added multi-unit 
residential

development, includ-
ing single-unit attached 
and detached dwellings, 
duplexes, triplexes, and 
fourplexes, as condi-
tional uses without a 
requirement for collo-
cated commercial uses. 
These residential uses 
are limited to build-
ings that existed as of 
April 7, 2025, and that 
are located within the 
Shoreland Residential 
Overlay District. This 
ordinance established a 
regulatory pathway for 
the residential reuse of 
existing

shoreline buildings 
that had been constrained 
by zoning limitations.

On July 21, 2025, the 
Florence City Council 
adopted Ordinance No. 
8, Series 2025, which 
amended FCC Title 10, 
Chapter 19, Section 
10-19-4-F.10, and Policy 
18.C.10 of Chapter 16 of 
the Florence Realization 
2020 Comprehensive 
Plan. This ordinance 
allows lawful noncon-
forming structures with 
nonconforming uses in 
the Development Estuary 

Danin Lacouture added another gold medal 
to the mantle, winning first place at the Lady 
Dragon Invite in the 150-pound weight class. 
Courtesy photo from Becky Holbrook

Siuslaw girls grab results 
in 52-team meet

Vikings heading into league play

Planning Commission approves 
use permit for Lotus building

See LOTUS, Page B2

See VIKINGS, Page B2

See GIRLS, Page B2
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Community Briefs

WALLY’S
Septic Tank Pumping
$25.00 off Pumping or

$10.00 off a Service Call
Call Today to Schedule an

appointment
Call 541-997-8885

Payment must be made at the time of 
service to receive discount.

Discount does not apply to credit card or 
mailed payments.

Coupon expires - January 31, 2026

Bud’s Upholstery 
10% off 

Materials on 
any new job

When you present this coupon.
expires January, 2026

541-997-4856
87637 Hwy. 101 N, Florence

SAVE. SHOP

SUPPORT

ZERO/US TOO Florence
Prostate Cancer Education

Support on the Oregon Coast

www.ustooflorence.org

BOTH MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY ON HOLD.
WATCH SIUSLAW NEWS FOR RESUMPTION

• Tuesday Evening Group (2nd Tuesday) 
5-7 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Bryan Mehlhaff attends.

• Tuesday Lunch Group (3rd Tuesday) 
12 noon – 1:00 p.m. – Ichiban Chinese/Japanese 
Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Roger McKimmy attends.

Contact Bob for more information:  
(H) 541-997-6626 • (C) 541-999-4239

47maribob38@gmail.com

OREGON COAST 
HUMANE SOCIETY

The Thrift Shop
January 2026

Yellow Tags are  
50% off!

Hours:   
Mon-Sat: 10am - 5pm 

Sun: 11am - 5pm

(541) 997-5705
1193 Bay St., Old Town Florence

Shoppe
LOCAL
#MyFlorence
Shop. Eat. Support.

Friendship - Fellowship – Fun
FAITH DIRECTORY

To include your organization in this directory, 
please call us @ 541-997-3441

BAHA’I FAITH OF FLORENCE 
“What is Baha’i, and Why?” 2nd Monday 7:00 pm

Interfaith Devotions 4th Monday 7:00 pm
Info and meeting location: 541-590-0779 

Zoom link on Facebook: Florence Baha’i Community
All ARE WELCOME!

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
4590 Hwy. 101 N, across from Fred Meyer-

541 997-7418
SUNDAY SERVICES - Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM; Worship 10:45 AM;
High School Youth 7- 9 PM

MID-WEEK- Women’s Bible Study-Tuesday 
10:00-Noon and Thursday

7:00-8:00PM; Men’s Bible Study Thursday 
8:00-9:30 AM; Middle

School Youth Wed. 7-9 PM.
Sunday Worship streams live at Community Baptist 

Church Facebook Page

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Corner of 10th & Maple- 541-997-3533

Sunday Services 9am
1st Service in person

 Sunday Services 11am
2nd Service in person & livestreamed

Wednesday kids/youth night is at 6:30 
NOT livestreamed.

https://www.florencecrossroadag.org/church-online
Other platforms update after the service.

florencecrossroadag.org 
office@florencecrossroadag.org

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2nd & Ivy  -  541-997-2961  -   Non-Denominational

Service is on Sunday at 10:00 am  
Sunday Service also streaming live at 10am 

at florencechurch.com

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
FELLOWSHIP

87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road
RUAUU?  Come explore the answer with us.

Sunday Worship Services ~ 10:00am
www.florenceuuf.com

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School for adults is at 9:00 a.m.

Online services at 
 www.florenceoregonumc.org 

or find us on Facebook.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH
1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.
Sunday Service 10:00 am  

Wednesday Bible Study returns this Fall.
Website: florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN E.L.C.A.
NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.

“Serving Christ by serving others.”
21st & Spruce Streets—(541) 997-8113

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m.
Online services available on our FaceBook, YouTube, 

and website: www.florencenewlifelutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
3996 N Hwy 101       541-997-7136

Internet and in person Sunday Services at 10:30am,
Adult Sunday School is at 9:30am.

 Call the church for details. 
Reverend Greg Wood

All Welcome. Come as you are.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  
(QUAKERS)

A Faith Community committed to peace since 1652.
 Silent Worship Sundays 11am, fellowship at Noon.

Call for locations 541-515-8191.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, L.C.M.S.

Worship Services 10 am  •  Bible Study 9:00 am
Pastor Steve Waterman

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 
Facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchFlorence

www.puppro.wixite.com/rlcflorence

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL
Church Welcomes You

Worship Sun. 10am Wed 11am 2135 19th St.
541-997-6600 standrewssecretary19@gmail.com  

Labyrinth & Garden daily 8am-5pm
“Be the change.”

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312
Mass Times: Daily: Tue, Wed, Fri 9:00 AM

Adoration & Confession Fri 9:30-10:30 AM
Saturday 5:30 PM and Sunday 11:00 AM

Fr. Amir Welcomes All to Attend

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
4 lines, approx 15 words, $15 a week • 4 week Minimum 

• Deadline: Tuesday end of day one week prior

Adam Skinner , Sales

Come take a look at 
our ever changing 
inventory!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help

Mike Blankenship
Broker, ABR, SRS

541 991-7826

87830 Terrace View Dr. - $435,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1482 SqFt. Shop/Garage, RV 
Garage with 30 AMP, private covered deck, en-
closed sunroom/greenhouse. #3702-456128863

matches. The final against 
Newport’s Camille Keck 

was the closest match of 
her slate, and the only one 
she didn’t win with a pin. 
But it wasn’t ever a match 
she looked like losing. 
Lacouture bested Keck 
with an authoritative 10-4 

advantage on the score 
card and was crowned 
champion of the 150-
pound weight class by 
decision. 

Molly Mills was the 
second Viking to place for 
Siuslaw at the tournament, 
and it was a continuation 
of what has been a suc-
cessful season so far. Mills 
started the morning in the 
preliminary round and had 
to win her way into the 
bracket with an impressive 
15-3 major decision domi-
nation of Kassidy Guy. 

Once in the bracket, 
Mills notched impressive 
upset wins in the first 
two rounds of the Lady 
Dragon Invite, knocking 
out the 8-seed Jackelynn 
Lopez and the 24-seed 
Hailie Engstrom. Mills 
bested Lopez by fall in 

just 48 seconds and beat 
Engstrom with a 12-2 
major decision. Mills’ run 
for the tournament ended 
against #1-seeded Naudia 
Edmiston in her third 
matchup, but it wasn’t 
the end of her winning in 
Dallas. 

Mills rebounded 
quickly and won a 
tight 1-0 decision bout 
against Thurston’s Molly 
Cummnings to advance 
to the fifth-place match. 
Once there, Mills left 
little doubt, winning 
the match by a 19-7 major 
decision, taking down her 
opponent five times in the 
bout, and nearly scoring 
a pin in the first round. It 
was another impressive 
performance for one of 
Siuslaw’s top wrestlers this 
season.  

Other results for Siuslaw 
from the Lady Dragon 
Invite included Emma 
Ford going 2-2 at 105 
pounds, Hannah Richard 
going 0-2 at 130 pounds, 
and Madelyn Scribner 
going 0-2 at 115 pounds. 

A NOTE FROM 
HEAD COACH 
NEIL WARTNIK

Wartnik provided 
an update on recent 
Vikings exploits, includ-
ing the Lady Dragon 
Invite saying: 

“A lot has happened 
since my last update. We 
sent four boys to the Sierra 
Nevada Classic (in Reno), 
5 boys and four girls to the 
Rollie Lane Invitational 
(in Nampa, Idaho), seven 
boys to the Phil Smith 
Invitational in JC, wres-
tled dual meets against 
Creswell and Oakridge, 
and sent 5 girls to the 
Lady Dragons Invite in 

Dallas. 
That experience 

has deeply impacted our 
top students. They have 
a much clearer perspec-
tive of their path to excel-
lence. Despite enduring 
sickness and injuries, our 
team members continue to 
improve and compete well. 

The highlights have 
been Jacob Mann placing 
third at 215 pounds and 
Ali Ijaz placing seventh 
at 157 pounds at the 
Sierra Nevada Classic (a 
95+ team event), Danin 
Lacouture placing 2nd at 
140 pounds at the Rollie 
Lane (a 90+ team event), 
and Danin Lacouture 
winning the 140 pound 
bracket and Mollie Mills 
placing 5th in the 125 
pound bracket at Dallas (a 
52 team event).

These are huge tourna-
ments with many outstand-
ing teams. To place so 
high in these tournaments 
is a huge accomplishment. 
Danin has shown the 
ability to wrestle well in 
high-stakes matches, Jacob 
continues to compete well 
against the toughest com-
petition in the region, Ali, 
Gage Mills, and Molly are 
competing well against 
outstanding opponents, 
and Emma Ford, Bentley 
Nelson, Gabby Sweet, 
and Quentin Stidham 
have grown steadily since 
the beginning of the 
season.”

Check next week’s edi-
tions of the Siuslaw News 
for results from the 2026 
Nick Lutz Memorial tour-
nament, which was 
hosted by Siuslaw High 
School Jan. 16-17. Results 
from the tournament are 
unknown at the time of 
press. 

Girls
From Page B1

hoping to snag a playoff 
spot after narrowly miss-
ing out on the tourna-
ment last year. 

The Vikings will be 
back on the court against 
Coquille on Jan. 23. 

For the girls, the pre-
season has already seen 
them match or exceed 
the win totals they posted 
in each of the previous 
seven seasons. Heading 
into the league opener 
with Sutherlin on Jan. 

15, Siuslaw had a 5-10 
record. Before league 
play began, the Vikings 
were in the middle of 
the pack in the Far 
West League with South 
Umpqua (1-10) and 
Douglas (1-11) trailing 
them. At #36 in OSAA’s 
3A rankings, the Vikings 
will hope they can climb 
up a few spots as league 
play gets underway.

For a team that’s 4-49 
dating back to the 2020-
2021 season, the Vikings 
will be contending with 
the history books this 
season, and grabbing just 
two wins would level 

them with their best 
league season in more 
than a half-decade. 

Unfortunately, the 
Vikings will need to 
rediscover their mojo 
in the Far West, as the 
two games leading into 
the regular season were 
losses to Toledo and 
Harrisburg. The loss 
against Harrisburg was 
a 23-53 defeat, but not 
a bad result considering 
Harrisburg is one of the 
top teams in the state 
with a 13-3 record. 

The girls will play 
their next game against 
Coquille on Jan. 23. 

Vikings
From Page B1

(DE) District to continue 
those uses indefinitely, 
until such time as the 
structure is converted to 
a conforming use. The 
amendment applies only 
to structures that existed 
as of July 7, 2009, does 
not allow expansion or 
intensification of non-
conforming structures, 
and does not authorize 
dredge or fill activity. The 
purpose of the ordinance 

is to provide a clear and 
lawful mechanism for 
the continued use and 
reuse of existing struc-
tures in the DE District 
where redevelopment or 
upland relocation is not 
feasible, while main-
taining consistency with 
Statewide Planning Goal 
16 and estuarine resource 
protections. 

Taken together, these 
three ordinances revised 
the subject building’s 
zoning configuration, 
expanded allowable res-
idential uses for existing 
shoreline structures, and 

clarified the continued 
legal status of

nonconforming struc-
tures located partially 
within the Development 
Estuary District. 
Collectively, these leg-
islative actions establish 
the regulatory framework 
for evaluating the pro-
posed conditional use 
permit and design review 
applications.

Commissioner Phillip 
Tarvin had some concerns 
with the developer’s 
request for upgrading 
the windows and asking 
for a type of window 

not allowed in that area. 
Tarvin said that he was ok 
with all sides of the win-
dow plan except the front 
of the building. 

City code requires the 
use of Mullion windows, 
that are a single vertical 
bar that separate two 
sides of a single window. 
Another way to think of 
them is a that mullions 
are often heavier elements 
that divide larger window 
frames. Sometimes they 
can appear to create two 
windows where one win-
dow would be expected. 

“I’m very strongly 

opposed to reducing these 
requirements,” Tarvin 
said. “If we set a pres-
ident and ignore these 
requirements of mullions 
windows to be inter-
changed, and give special 
exceptions, then we are 
giving special exceptions, 
and we’re not supposed to 
do that.”

Once the commission 
was satisfied with ques-
tions, listened to the 
developer, staff reports 
that indicated all city 
codes were met, the com-
mission approved the per-
mits unanimously. 

Lotus
From Page B1

Museum Seeks Volunteer Treasurer
The Siuslaw Pioneer Museum is seeking a volun-

teer Treasurer to serve on its Board of Directors. The 
museum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to preserving 
the history of the Siuslaw Valley.

This hands-on position includes attending monthly 
Board meetings and a time commitment of approxi-
mately 6–15 hours per month. Duties include book-
keeping, financial reporting, annual budget preparation, 
coordination of year-end tax filings (prepared by an out-
side professional), and financial guidance to the Board. 
There is no payroll.

Individuals with financial or bookkeeping experience 
and an interest in local history are encouraged to apply.

For more information, please email accounting@spm-
museum.org
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Your connection to local professionals in every area of home improvement.

 CCB# 221760
541-590-7027 • coastalhomeservicesflorence.com

COASTAL HOME 
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning, Dryer vent Cleaning, Gutter 
Cleaning, Pressure Washing and more.

Your Full 
Service People 
“For All Things 

Forgotten”

509 Hwy 101 • 541-997-3781

PEST TECH, INC.
Honesty • Quality • Integrity

Pest control & carpenter ant specialist 
Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured. 

Residential 
& 

Commercial 

1645 Kingwood St, Florence • CCB#64
541-997-2422 • www.trane.com

FLORENCE HEATING 
& SHEET METAL

Heating Systems•Heat Pumps
Sales/Service•Architectural Flashing

Florence’s 
Oldest & 
Largest 
Heating 

Contractor

1645 Kingwood St, Florence • CCB#64
541-997-2422 • www.trane.com

FLORENCE HEATING 
& SHEET METAL

Heating Systems•Heat Pumps
Sales/Service•Architectural Flashing

Florence’s 
Oldest & 
Largest 
Heating 

Contractor 

564 E 13th Ave., Eugene, OR 97401 
541-342-3678 • atiyehbros.com

ATIYEH BROS
CCB#3590

Area Rug 
Cleaning 
& Repair

509 Hwy 101 • 541-997-3781

PEST TECH, INC.
Honesty • Quality • Integrity

Pest control & carpenter ant specialist 
Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured.

Residential 
& 

Commercial

To include your business in this monthly section call 541-997-3441

 CCB# 221760
541-590-7027 • coastalhomeservicesflorence.com

COASTAL HOME 
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning, Dryer vent Cleaning, Gutter 
Cleaning, Pressure Washing and more.

Your Full 
Service People 
“For All Things 

Forgotten”

Florence, Oregon
541-999-9521 • CCB# 202395

COOL BREEZE 
REFRIGERATION HEATING & AIR

We’re here to provide solutions to all you’re 
refrigeration, heating and air conditioning needs.

Give us
 a call 

today!

394 Kingwood Street, Florence
541-997-1080

GOODMANS’ 
FLOOR COVERING

CCB#84593 • Since 1979

‘We 
Put the 
Floor in 

Florence’

541-997-8885

Has it been 5 years or more since your 
tank was pumped? Then it’s time!

Call us to today to schedule an appointment.

Check Today’s paper for a coupon good on your next service.

Lowest Prices Guaranteed—We will match any competitors price !

The City of Florence is 
pleased to announce the 
appointment of August 
Murphy as the new Public 
Works Director, effective 
January 1, 2026. August 
succeeds former Director 
Mike Miller, who retired 
on September 26, 2025, 
after many years of ded-
icated service to the City 
and its residents. August 
Murphy has been serv-
ing as Interim Public 
Works Director since Mr. 
Miller’s retirement. This 
appointment ensures con-
tinued leadership for one 
of the City’s most critical 
departments. 

Murphy has served 
the City for 18 years, 
beginning his career in 
2006 as a Utility Worker 
and advancing through 
several key roles. His 
experience most recently 
includes serving four 
years as Assistant Public 
Works Director. Prior to 
that, he served four years 
as Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Superintendent, six 
years as Utility Worker II/
Engineering Technician, 
and four years as Utility 
Worker. This progression 
reflects his deep insti-
tutional knowledge and 
commitment to public 

service. 
He was selected after 

the City conducted a 
competitive recruitment 
that was open and adver-
tised for applicants in 
November 2025, which 
attracted several strong 
applicants from across the 
country. 

The Public Works 
Department plays a vital 
role in maintaining and 
improving Florence’s 
infrastructure, overseeing 
essential services such 
as water and wastewater 
systems, streets, parks, 
airport operations, and 
stormwater management. 
Strong leadership in this 

department is critical to 
ensuring the reliability 
of these systems and 

supporting the City’s long-
term growth and quality 
of life for residents. 

“August’s experience and 
commitment to excellence 
makes him exceptionally 
well-qualified for this 
role,” said Erin Reynolds, 
City Manager. “We are 
confident in his ability to 
guide the Public Works 
Department and advance 
the important work that 

supports our community’s 
infrastructure.” The City 
Council was informed of 
this decision and will be 
formally introduced to 
August Murphy as the 
Public Works Director at 
the upcoming February 2, 
2026, regular City Council 
Meeting.

City appoints August Murphy as Public Works Director
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 L INER ADS:  snc lass i f ieds@count rymedia .ne t   •   LEGALS:  lega ls@count rymedia .ne t

Classified

FLORENCE 
CLEANING LLC

Licensed, Bonded, 
& Insured, Provides 
Consistent, High 
Quality Residential 
Cleaning. Call today 
at 541-999-5033 or 
Book at www.florence-
cleaning.com.

150
MISC SERVICES

Call LeafGuard and 
say goodbye to gutter 
cleaning for good. No 
cleaning. No leaking. 
No water damage. 
No more ladder acci-
dents. Get LeafGuard 

today and be pro-
tected for life. FREE 
estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off to-
tal purchase (Restric-
tions may apply.) Call 
1-877-300-7977.

DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-

galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-
536-8838.

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 

credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

IF YOU HAD KNEE 
OR HIP REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY and 
suffered an infection 
due to use of a Bair 
Hugger (Blue Blan-
ket), between 2020 
and the present time, 
you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call 
attorney Charles H. 
Johnson 800/535-
5727.

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

105
CLEANING SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

• Residential
• Land

• Commercial
• Property 

Management

Delightful 1995 kit travel trailer with a covered 
ramada and covered decking on a .15 acre lot in 

the gated neighborhood of Coast Village. Enclosed 
bonus room great for office or hobby space. 

$128,500 List #1327/410188883

Brand New Construction 
on Dunewood Drive in 
the Reserve at Heceta 

Lakes. This three bedroom, 
2 bath custom home 

has 2100 sq. ft. of living 
space, an attached double 
car garage and high-end 
finishes. $899,000 List 

#1283/378512803Investment lot opportunity! Located within the 
north Florence City Limits and zoned service 
industrial district. Water & sewer to property 

line. Paved access to north & east side of property. 
$247,000 List #1154/23097764

Updated & move-in ready home in the heart of 
Florence. 3 bdrms, 2 bathrooms, 1282 sq.ft. of living 
space, attached 2-car garage. Extra paved parking. 
Come check out this one before its gone! $489,000 

List #1334/253361792

Build your custom home or place a MFD home 
on this great lot across from the Munsel Lake boat 

landing. Septic approval on file. Great location 
ready to go! $139,000 List #1185/23145536

Charming 2 bdrm, 1 bath bungalow. 2 bdrm, 1 
bath, large open living space & updated kitchen. 

1-car attached garage with shop/hobby space. 
Fenced back yard. Family room with french 
door to oversized back deck. $359,000 List 

#1349/608992922

North Fork Siuslaw River frontage property. 4+ 
acres located just north of the Siuslaw River along 

the east side of North Fork River. Recreational 
property only. $71,900 List #1278/793013519

Two bedroom, 1 bath 
home located in the gated 
community of Greentrees. 
929 sq. ft. of living space 
with updated flooring. 

Low-maintenance yard & 
covered carport. $239,000 

List #1323/592575119

Private 4 bdrm, 1.5 bath home 
with 1640 sq. ft. of living space 

on 12+ acres of property. 
Home has a detached 2-car 
garage with a carport. The 

home has a covered deck & 
inviting living space with 

vaulted ceilings. $659,000 List 
#1308/710792196

1870 Hwy 126, Suite A
PO Box 3040

Florence, OR
VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.WCRESI.COM

• Residential
• Land

• Commercial
• Property 

Management

In town lot measures 26’x150’. Has paved Maple 
Street frontage and back alleyway access. Flat lot 

is clear and ready to build. City Services available. 
Mainstreet District A zoning. $74,500 List 

#1264/24079224

Two bedroom, two bath 
home located on a 1+ acre 
lot south of Florence. 1654 
sq. ft. of living space with a 

double attached carport space 
and detached 24x36 RV 

garage. Unique construction 
details. $469,900 List 

#1241/24060312
Commercial building features paved parking and 

a 4,156 sq. ft. building on a .21 acre lot. Two 
story with main commercial space below and 

bathroom, lounge & storage above. $560,000 List 
#1171/23549465

Two bedroom, 2 bath home with 900 sq. ft. of 
living space in a beautiful neighborhood just up 
the road from the Siuslaw River. Built in 2024.  

Covered parking area, covered back deck.  .42 acre 
private lot. $364,500 List #1271/185834075

Build your custom home or place your 
manufactured home on this .15 acre lot. Located on 
a cul-de-sac in the Siuslaw Village neighborhood of 

Florence. $68,500 List #1174/23622889

Studio condo at Courtyard Condominiums is 
an upstairs end unit with 341 sq. ft. of living 

space. Unit has a kitchen & full bath. Complex 
has paved parking, and is located centrally to 

shopping, schools & healthcare. $109,900 List 
#1272/562758289

Build your custom home or place a MFD home 
on this great lot across from the Munsel Lake boat 

landing. Septic approval on file. Great location 
ready to go! $139,000 List #1185/23145536

Six acres on Siltcoos Lake with 
two home sites, 8 tax lots and 

room for improvements. Lower 
home is 3 bdrm, 1 bath with 
1190 sq. ft. of living space. 
Private dock & a detached 
garage. $1,599,000 List 

#1255/24398447

In-town 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with 1282 sq. ft. of 

living space on a deep lot with 
a double car garage and bonus 
concrete parking pad for RV. 
Open living, dining, kitchen 
area has slider to one of the 
two back decks. $379,000 

List #1243/24195738

1870 Hwy 126, Suite A
PO Box 3040

Florence, OR
VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.WCRESI.COM

JUST R
EDUCED

JUST R
EDUCED

JUST R
EDUCED

JUST R
EDUCED

JUST R
EDUCED

JUST R
EDUCED

541-997-7653 (SOLD)

CARPET
CLEANING

Upholstery

STEAM OR DRY
Smoke • Water Cleanup

997-3825
Certified-Bonded

CCB #96660

Major credit cards accepted

Blinds • Shades • Draperies • Shutters
We Design ~ We Install

Residential • Commercial • 30 Years Experience

CCB#212734
541-991-3405

Located in Florence

 BLINDS / WINDOW TREATMENTS

3298 Highway 101, Florence, OR 97439 
www.garnerlawoffi ce.net

Business Law
Real Estate Law

Free Consultations
541.991.8121

LEGAL SERVICES

SIUSLAW VALLEY ELECTRIC, INC.
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL CONTRACTING

1710 Laurel Way - Airport Industrial Park
Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri., 8 A.M. to Noon

Forrest G. Grigsby • Stanton E. Grigsby
P.O. Box 1216 • sve-1973-grigsby@hotmail.comO
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Phone 997-8821
FAX 997-3723

ELECTRICAL

Tweety Sez:

Consistent, Quality Cleaning.

For clean as a whistle, call 997-2385.
Florence Janitorial Services

Bill and Jo Hine, Owners
CERTIFIED, LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

tfc
CCB #96660

 CLEANING SERVICES

CCB#197439

Ant’s Concrete
Excavation, fl at work, sidewalks, 
patios, demos and much more!
Call Anthony at 541.735.4836

CONCRETE / PAVING

PROPANE SERVICES

We Pride ourselves on providing the best customer service possible. 
541-746-4621 • www.rdpropane.com

R&D Propane
Residential and Commercial delivery service

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983
Now Serving Now Serving 

Florence!Florence!
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PAINTING

INTERIOR | EXTERIOR | RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
Serving Lane County Since 1997 CCB#207458

Jorge’s Detail Painting
LLC

General Contractor

www.PainterJorge.com  541-521-3271

Dryrot & Repair

For Every Real Estate Listing in Town

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

See: www.trhunter.com
5129 N Loftus Rd • $1,345,000

3 Baths, 
4000sqft. Newly 
built commer-
cial building. 
4 potential 
office spaces, 
ADA compli-
ant, massive 
storage/work 
area. #3538- 
24223879

Lake Point Dr. #23 • $195,000
0.33 acre lot. 
Rare water 
view lot in 
The Reserve. 
Build your 
dream 
home with 
lake access 
included. 
#3662-
268399579Support Local Journalism. | Subscribe Today!  

Give us a call at 541.997.3441

WWW.THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM
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Jacuzzi Bath Remod-
el can install a new, 
custom bath or show-
er in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installa-
tion costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer ends 
6/30/25.) Call 1-855-
341-5268.

Loving, home-study 
approved couple in 
San Diego ready to of-
fer a joyful, secure life 
to a newborn. Expens-
es paid. Call/text Eddy 
619-356-1976.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 
and service. Now 
featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limit-
ed time! Call today! 
Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-833-

395-1433.

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 
talk, text and data. No 
contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexi-
ble data plans. Premi-
um nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For 
more information, call 
1-877-916-0803.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional 

installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

The Generac PWR-
cell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for pow-
er outages and pow-
er your home. Full 
installation services 
available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. 
Call 1-844-989-2328.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 

three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, 
get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-866-249-8679.

Wesley Financial 
Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancella-
tion Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. 
Get free information-
al package and learn 
how to get rid of your 

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

Call 
541.997.3441 

to subscribe to

SIUSLAW 
NEWS

News & views 
that define our 

community
www.thesiuslawnews.com

timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 
844-487-0221.

800
RENTALS

TWO BEDROOM
old groth trees, nice 
view of Wohink Lake 
for rent. $ 1,900 a 
month. 541-999-8351.

TSN25-105 PUBLIC 
NOTICE CLAIMS 

AGAINST THE ESTATE 
OF ALYN ACKMANN, 

OF FLORENCE, 
OREGON,

Lane County Cir-
cuit Court Case No. 
25PB10953, are required 
to be presented, with 
proper vouchers, to the 
Personal Representative, 
NORMA KAY C. WOOD, 
at 88472 4th Ave, Flor-
ence, OR 97439, within 
four (4) months from Jan-

uary 21, 2026, the date 
of publication, or such 
claims may be barred. 
Any person whose rights 
may be affected by the 
proceeding may obtain 
additional information 
from the court records, 
the Personal Represen-
tative, or the attorney for 
the Personal Represen-
tative. Laurel L. Fergu-
son Attorney for Personal 
Representative PO Box 
1153 327 Laurel St Flor-
ence, OR 97439 Publica-
tion Date: Jan. 21, 2026
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TR Hunter Real Estate
1749 Highway. 101, Florence OR 97439

www.trhunter.com
541-997-1200 • 800-210-7453 

Tim Sapp
Owner / 

Principal Broker
541 999-8230

Richard Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-6677

Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-2151

Crystell Wise
Principal Broker, 
CRS, SRS, SRES

541 991-9487

Kyle Lewis
Broker

541 991-6728

Aileen Sapp
Broker, SRS, 

SRES
541 999-5396

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

Kelsey Peterson
Broker

541-999-2584

Wendy Krause
Broker

541 999-7765

Haylee Cole
Broker

541-999-2112

Mike Blankenship
Broker, 

ABR, SRS
541 991-7826

Brandi Hart
Broker

541 999-2671

Nichole Lewis
Broker

541 999-8786

Heidi White
Broker

541 600-6058

89510 Hwy 101 #26 - $60,000
2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 784 SqFt. Recently upgraded doors, 
shower, laminate flooring, windows, ceiling fans, elec-
tric panel, shed and carport. #3694-555498165

83763 Hwy 101 #10 - $115,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 800 SqFt. Move-in ready home in 
55+ Lakeshore Park. Peaceful, low-maintenance, all-
season comfort and charm! #3664-366140328

1601-676 Rhododendron Dr. - $365,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1512 SqFt. Updated home in 55+ 
Greentrees Village with vaulted ceilings, skylights, 
covered porch, and ample parking. #3665-689410988

5170 Grand Ave #19 - $129,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1052 SqFt. Nice, clean, completely 
upgraded manufactured home in Big Spruce MHP is a 
must see! #3685-571961488

4838 Lake Blvd. - $925,000
3 Bdrms, 3.5 Baths, 1884 SqFt. Large turnkey home 
with Siltcoos Lake views, boathouse/dock and RV 
Parking. #3700-717794144

5262 Nopal St. - $430,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1493 SqFt. Coastal charm meets 
modern living in the desirable Three Mile Prairie neigh-
borhood. #3670-317018212

3890 Spruce St. - $420,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1478 SqFt. Oversized garage, RV 
parking, beautiful fir trees, in-town! #3671-699141635

4990 Mitchell Loop Rd. - $585,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2665 SqFt. Custom ranch style home 
with open living, sunroom, and garage with RV parking. 
#3695-161538459

179 Outer Dr. - $299,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1100 SqFt. Peaceful Coast Village 
home with natural light, cozy spaces, garden paths, 
and convenient amenities. #3716-756515536

The Rambling Rose - $195,000
4200 SqFt Business Opportunity. Turnkey Old Town 
restaurant offering prime visibility, full equipment, 
strong tourism, and growth potential. #3715-671951240

87511 Tiernan Rd. - $425,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1866 SqFt. Secluded property with 
mature fruit trees, custom kitchen, bonus room, shop, 
and river access. #3714-272688773

5129 N Loftus Rd • $1,345,000
3 Baths, 4000sqft. Newly built commercial building. 4 
potential office spaces, ADA compliant, massive stor-
age/work area. #3538- 24223879

12300 Hwy 126 - $499,000
3092 SqFt Commercial building and land. Whimsical 
gingerbread-style restaurant on 3+ acres with creek 
frontage, RV access, and charm. #3659-536388720

1308 Bay St. - $135,000
The Jolly Egret. Business opportunity in a 600 sqft Old 
Town building with endless potential. Includes fixtures 
and inventory. #3696-677178133

88416 1st Avenue #222 & #224 - 
$309,500

2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 780 SqFt. Driftwood Shores!  Pacific 
Ocean Front INCOME Property! #3709-785454857

3932 Spruce St. - $539,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1472 SqFt. Enclosed sunroom, RV 
parking with hookups, outdoor hobby room and tool 
shed with gardens. #3717-687208935

238 Horseshoe Bend - $189,500
1 Bdrm, 1 Bath, 500 SqFt. Nice corner lot with RV hookups. Home is well cared for with bonus room 
and garden. #3690-524301067

1495 8th St. - $399,000
1722 SqFt Commercial/Residential. Prime location with lots of parking, alley access, and potential for 
various uses. #3644-752771591

1940 Willow St. - $299,000
3 bdrms, 2 baths, 912 SqFt. Single-level home with functional kitchen, fenced yard, storage shed, 
spacious outdoor living. #3727-676065880

New Listing Price Reduced

Price Reduced

1699 27th St. #5 - $79,000
2 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 924 SqFt. Well kept manufactured 
home in Ocean Breeze Park with sunroom, fenced 
backyard, and alley access. #3723-583761940

3760 Hwy 101 #16 - $60,000
2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 840 SqFt. New flooring, HVAC, insula-
tion, paint in/outside, water heater and fridge. #3622-
639962623

89510 Hwy 101 #23 - $60,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 924 SqFt. Spacious, clean, and 
affordable. Appliances included. Lake access. Move-in 
ready condition. #3679-545143954

Peninsula Rd #111 - $135,000
0.41 acre lot. Build the home you’ve always wanted in 
tranquil Dunes City near lakes. #3719-790885858

Cedar Ln #112 - $150,000
0.66 acre lot. Design your dream home in peaceful 
Dunes City near lakes, dunes, and nature. #3718-
174208206

1600-29 Rhododendron Dr. - $249,000
3 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 1308 SqFt. Inviting 55+ retreat featur-
ing pellet stove, efficient heating, new appliances, 
covered deck, workshop. #3698-344579839
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