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INSIDE

By TONY REED
Siuslaw News

Several January 
mornings have found 
Florence residents scrap-
ing frost from their car 
windows, an indication 
that temperatures have 
dropped into the freez-
ing range overnight. 

As promised, an 
overnight warming cen-
ter has been set up in 
the Florence Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship 
church at Highway 101 
and Heceta Beach Road, 
has opened its doors to 
overnight guests, due to 
the low temperatures. 

According to data 
from Florence Municipal 
Airport, overnight temps 

have dropped into the 
high 20s, and as low 
as 21 degrees on Jan. 
20. Daytime highs have 
been in the 40s and low 
50s, reaching 54 on Jan. 
22 by mid-afternoon. 

FUUF Vice President 
Lydia Swagerty said Jan 
22 that the shelter has 
hosted 5 to 8 people per 
night and as many as 13 
at a time. 

Since the shelter 
location is about a 
mile north of greater 
Florence, rides have 
been provided to people 
hoping to stay warm 
overnight.

Swagerty explained 
that drivers cruise the 
city around 5 p.m., 
looking for pre-marked 

pick up locations where 
people can wait for 
rides.. 

Once at the shelter, 
they check in, check 
their belongings, set 
up their beds and are 
treated to a warm 
dinner.

Swagerty said local 
restaurants and kitch-
ens have been donating 
everything from stew, 
chili and soups, as well 
as staple foods.

She said guests have 
been extremely respect-
ful of volunteer staff 
and appreciative of the 
shelter.

She said it’s also 
become obvious to her 
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Mayor Rob Ward and others 
were on hand in December to 
congratulate three graduates of 
Inspire Culinary Academy as 
he presented their certificates. 
The Florence Presbyterian 
Community Church hosted the 
graduation of Justice Scites-
McNeely, Ian Young and 

SUBMITTED by NORA KENT

The words “We’re ready” 
embodied the spirit of the 
approximately 120 community 
members who gathered for the 
People’s March on Saturday, 
January 18th at Florence 
United Methodist Church. 
The march was sponsored 
by Florence ORganizes and 
Florence Indivisible in solidar-
ity with the National Women’s 
March. They joined with 
300 other cities nationwide 
to strengthen unity and build 
community.

The new Methodist Pastor 
Deborah Anderson led a prayer 
with a response of “In the 
midst of our distress and uncer-
tainty, God is here” Attendees 
then listened and were inspired 
by words from “Lady Liberty.” 
Judy Dolmach played the char-
acter with humor -“ I just flew 
in from New York and are my 
arms tired”. She then shared 
the message by Emma Lazeras 
on the plaque under the Statue 
of Liberty, following with her 
own missive:

“The light from this lamp is 
needed now more than ever. I 

USED WITH PERMISSION 
FROM KCST RADIO

Siuslaw Marina and 
RV park at the Cushman 
bend on Hwy. 126 sold 
this week to the port of 
Siuslaw for $1.2 mil-
lion, port manager Dave 
Huntington says the 
purchase will generate 
needed additional rev-
enue. The port expects 
to hire two to three full 
time employees to run 
the RV Park and Marina.

“We feel very strongly 
that it’s a great oppor-
tunity and asset not 
only for the port but 
for the Community 
and users for years to 

FLORENCE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

On Dec. 27, Florence Police 
Dept. received a report of a 
possible sex abuse of a juvenile 
and initiated an investigation. 
From that investigation, Keith 
Berkner, 42,  was developed 
as a suspect in the case. On 
1/22/25 a search warrant was 
executed on Berkner’s res-
idence, where Berkner was 
placed into custody and later 

transported to Lane County 
Adult Corrections. 

As of Jan 23, he remained 
in custody with no bail shown 
for charges of sodomy in the 
1st degree and Sex abuse in the 
first degree. 

This is an ongoing inves-
tigation and anyone who has 
information connected to this 
case is encouraged to contact 
Detective Garrett Litterell at 
541-997-3515.

Cold Shelter hosting nightly guestsPort Adds to Property Base

Photos submitted

March offers message of hope

Inspire Culinary Academy graduates three

From left, Danielle Hine, Director Graham Ross, Ian Young 
and Justice Scites-McNeely

One arrested for alleged sexual abuse

See MARCHING, Page A7

See SHELTER, Page A7See PORT, Page A6

See GRADUATES, Page A6
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Free Estimates
Licensed & Bonded
Florence, OR 97439
CCB#221760

Dan and Teresa Lofy, Owners
And Watson

WE DO IT ALL!
• Service pellet stoves
• Pressure washing
• Gutter cleaning
• House washing
• Clean and vacuum lint from dryer vent.
• Clean and vacuum dryer 

inside from lint.
• Check washer lines for leakage
• Inspect exterior door hardware; fix 

squeaky handles and loose locks.
• AND MUCH MORE for your home.

Did you know Coastal Home 
Services cleans chimneys?

777 Maple Street (across from Post Office)

541-997-3455

We provide a focused staff that is small-town oriented 
to deliver the most precise and thoughtful customer 
service in the area. We specialize in property/casu-
alty policies, including home, auto, rental, personal 

umbrella, boat, commercial property, inland marine, 
excess, bonding, general liability, and commercial auto.

We provide vehicle, property, business, public entity, and life 
insurance services for individuals and businesses in Oregon.

One of  our 
licensed agents 
will sit down 
with you to 
discuss details 
about your 
policy needs 
and create a 
plan tailored 
just for you.

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTERS
Tires • Brakes 

Shocks • Alignment

4325 Highway 101, Florence

541-997-7178

HOME OF THE BEST TIRE VALUE PROMISE

This message brought to you by:

If you would like to meet them or any of their 
friends, please visit us at:

OREGON COAST HUMANE SOCIETY
2840 Rhododendron Drive • Florence • 541-997-4277

www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org 
Shelter hours are 10am until 4pm 

seven days a week.

Pet of the Week

ATARI
Atari is a fun-loving goof looking for his forever home. 

He’s a large husky mix who loves adventure. Atari would like 
to be in a home where he can mostly be with his people, as 
he can feel lonely alone. He’s a big fan of playing and loves 
other dogs his size. If you are looking for a new adventure 
buddy, look no further. Come to the shelter and meet Atari!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Aileen Sapp
Broker, SRS, 

SRES
541 999-5396

N Fork Siuslaw Rd #108 • $54,900
0.84 acre. Mountain and pasture views from this 
lovely creek front lot. #3592-24179077

POLICE LOG

Residential & Commercial
Complete Asphalt

Installation & Service
• Roads • Driveways • Parking Lots

• Seal Coating 

Call Your
Asphalt Specialist Today

541-870-2302
FREE ESTIMATES

Family Owned & Operated
CCB#214400

Florence Police Department officers responded to 
the following calls from Jan. 13th to Jan. 20.

PeaceHealth Peace 
Harbor Medical Center 
Volunteers would like 
to introduce to our com-
munity Reilly and Kathy 

Murphy who do Pet 
Therapy at the Medical 
Center. Reilly is a three-
year-old black Labrador. 
Kathy and Reilly are 

volunteers who visit the 
hospital about once a 
week. Kathy says Reilly 
loves to come to the 
hospital to visit staff and 
patients. Many say how 
Reilly’s visits made their 
day. It is an amazing thing 
to experience.

Kathy and Reilly are 
registered through Pet 
Partners. Many different 
animals can be qualified 
for Pet Therapy. But 
before visiting the hospital 
a pet must pass the Pet 
Partners’ requirements. 
Some of the require-
ments are the following: 
a Handlers Course online, 
animals and owners are 
tested on obedience skills 
and Aptitude testing. 
Also, pets should enjoy 
meeting people, and other 
pets. Pets must be at 
least one-year-old; house 
trained and have current 
vaccinations.

For more informa-
tion about Pet Assisted 
Therapy. See (Pet 
Partners.org) or the Pet 
Partners of the Oregon 
Coast (oregoncoastthera-
pyanimals.com) To learn 
more about Pet Assisted 
Therapy (PAT) and vol-
unteering at PeaceHealth 
Peace Harbor Medical 
Center call Malissa Glass 
at mglass1@peacehealth.
org and Kathy Pearson at 
541-997-9012 or email at 
jpearso1@charter.net.

Introducing Reilly the Therapy Dog

By BOB HORNEY 
and CHIEF MICHAEL 

SCHICK, WLFEA
Chief Schick and I 

published an article for 
last year’s Fire Prevention 
Week in early October. It 
concentrated on Smoke/
Fire Alarms. Consider the 
information that follows 
as...Paul Harvey’s: “The 
Rest of the Story.”

As far as feeling safe 
in my home, nothing 
concerns me quite as 
much as a fire breaking 
out. Marianne and I are 
trying our best to remain 
very vigilant about taking 
necessary precautions 
when cooking, using 
Space Heaters, running 
extension cords, etc. so 
we don’t unintentionally 
become the cause of such 
a catastrophe. And, as I 
review the information 
that is available, I am 
reminded that part of that 
“cause” can be the result 
of negligence...putting off 
correcting a deficiency...
like forever.

So, Bob, spit it out! 
Ok, we’ll start with this: 
Make sure your circuit 
breaker panel(s) is easily 
accessible, and all circuits 
are clearly labeled. I get 
a passing grade on easy 
access to the panel(s) but 
flunk the latter. Two notes 
to consider: We live in 
a SilverCrest Manor 7 
Manufactured Home. Like 
many others, our home 
has 2 circuit breaker pan-
els; one, located on the 
back of the house, is for 
parts of the kitchen and 
certain outdoor electrical 
outlets. Another, located 
inside the house, is for the 
rest of the house plus cer-
tain areas of the kitchen. 
Yes, it is still confusing 
after 23 years living in 
this home.

Why is it still confus-
ing? Because I haven’t 
taken the time and made 
the effort to make sure 
“all circuits are clearly 
labeled.” In many cases, I 
have to flip circuit break-
ers until I find the right 
one. And, if it is in the 
kitchen, I have to find out 
“which” circuit breaker 
panel has that breaker.

I won’t ask for a show 
of hands, but I am rather 
certain that I am not alone 
in this situation. What is 
different this time is that 
I see the importance of 
knowing which breaker 
to flip in case of a fire. 
I hope everyone reading 
this sees it the same way. 
I also hope that someone 
reading this and knows 
me will ask me at some 
point if I have labeled my 
breakers...

Moving on with main-
taining an electrically safe 
home... Regularly inspect 
electrical outlets and cords 
for any signs of damage 
or wear. Replace or repair 
frayed or broken cords 
immediately.

Use only one high-watt-
age appliance per outlet at 
a time and consider using 
power strips with surge 
protectors if you need 
more outlets. Or, consider 
having more wall outlets 
installed.

For 2-legged child-
proofing, use outlet covers 
to prevent young children 
from inserting objects 
into electrical outlets. 
That applies to your own 
offspring, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren and 
other visiting children.

For 4-legged childproof-
ing, take extra precautions 
with extension cords 
and anything electrical 
that they may tip over or 
cause by other means to 
malfunction.

Ensure all appliances, 
like toasters, heaters, and 
irons are turned off or 
even unplugged when not 
in use. Always unplug 
them by pulling on the 
plug, not the cord.

Ground Fault Circuit 
Interrupters (GFCIs) 
should be used in kitch-
ens, bathrooms, and 
outdoor areas to prevent 
electric shocks.

And this one...Unless 
you are very knowledge-
able in electrical work, 
avoid DIY Electrical 
Work. In other words, hire 
a licensed electrician to 
handle electrical repairs 
and upgrades.

Finally, knowing the 

demographics of Florence, 
many of us could pos-
sibly benefit by hiring a 
professional electrician to 
perform an annual elec-
trical inspection of our 
homes. It is to our benefit 
to stay AHEAD of elec-
trical problems that may 
develop. That ounce of 
protection may eliminate 
the need to call Chief 
Schick’s great firefighting 
teams to our home!

Now I turn this over to 
Chief Schick for his addi-
tional comments and sug-
gestions for eliminating 
potential electrical con-
cerns in our homes. Great 
information as usual. 
Please...read on.

CHIEF SCHICK:
Fires involving elec-

trical wiring can be very 
challenging for us. If 
you can’t see a fire the 
mistaken conclusion 
can be that there isn’t a 
fire or that it has gone 
out. Unfortunately, in 
some cases, overloaded 
or improperly installed 
wires can produce enough 
heat behind walls to start 
a smoldering fire but 
it’s hidden from view. 
The Fire Department 
can use special thermal 
imaging cameras, TICs, 
which show us if any 
abnormal heat patterns 
are present. If necessary 
we can expose the area 
to determine if there is a 
problem and mitigate it 
before it becomes much 
larger. That’s why it’s 
very important to call us 
if you have an outlet that 
was sparking or if the 
wall feels unusually warm 
around an outlet. The 
improper use of extension 
cords can also be very 
dangerous. Avoid pinching 
cords between walls and 
furniture, do not run cords 
under carpets or across 
doorways, and avoid over-
loading your extension 
cord. If you absolutely 
need an extension cord, 
you might consider hav-
ing a qualified electrician 
install an additional wall 
outlet where you need 
them.

Electrical Safety in our Homes

JAN. 13
At 1:34 a.m., officers 

made a traffic stop in the 
area of 6th and Kingwood 
in Florence and arrested 
Robert Ochoa for DUI.

At 8:37 a.m., officers 
responded to the  1600 
block of Highway 126 for 
a report of a disorderly 
subject.

At 8:44 a.m., officers 
responded to the dugouts 
at Miller Park for a report 
of criminal mischief.

At 9:45 a.m., officers 
responded to the  600 
block of Highway 101 for 
a report of fraud. Officers 
investigated and found 
that the caller received 
a suspicious email. The 

caller did not respond to 
the email.

At 12:17 p.m., officers 
responded to the area of 
20th and Oak Street for a 
report of a found bicycle.

At 1:32 p.m., officers 
responded to the 100 
block of Outer Drive 
for a report of criminal 
mischief. Officers found 
damage to a vacation 
home but saw no evi-
dence that entry was 
made.

At 3:31 p.m., officers 
arrested a subject on a 
parole hold.

At 6:55 p.m., officers 
contacted an elderly sub-
ject in the 2500 block of 
Willow Ridge Court who 
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DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY EDITION

General news releases, Classified line ads, Legal Notice
WEDNESDAY end of day one week prior.

Display ads, WEDNESDAY, 10 a.m. one week prior
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Mail subscription includes E-Edition.
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President Joseph Biden
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414

TTY/TDD: 202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov

Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek
900 Court St., Suite 254
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047

503-378-4582
www.oregon.gov/gov

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden
202-224-5244 | 541-431-0229

www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley
202-224-3753 | 541-465-6750

www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. Rep. Val Hoyle  
(4th Dist.)

202-225-6416
www.hoyle.house.gov

State Sen. Dick Anderson (Dist. 5)
 503-986-1705

 Email: Sen.DickAnderson@
oregonlegislature.gov

State Rep. Boomer Wright (Dist. 9)
PO Box 39000 

Florence, OR 97439
503-986-1409 | 541-361-6042
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oregonlegislature.gov 

Lane County Dist. 1
Commissioner Ryan Ceniga

125 E. Eighth St.
Eugene, OR 97401
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Email: Ryan.Ceniga@

co.lane.or.us

Florence City Council
Mayor Rob Ward & Councilors Bill 

Meyer, Sally Wantz, Robert Carp & Jo 
Beaudreaux

Florence City Hall, 250 
Highway 101, Florence, 97439

541-997-3437
ci.florence.or.us

Dunes City Council
Mayor Ed McGuire 

& Councilors Rory Hammond, Tom 
Mallen, Susan Snow,  

Melissa Stinson, Robert Orr
& Melissa Stinson

Dunes City Hall, 82877 Spruce St., 
Westlake, OR 97493

541-997-3338
dunescityhall.com
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Locally Owned. Community Minded

4515 Hwy. 101
541-997-8052

Full Service Repair  •  Tire Sales 
Friendly, Knowledgeable Technicians

Over 20 years 
experience 

ONE STOP
CAR SHOP!
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POLICE LOG
could not find her way 
home. An officer pro-
vided a courtesy transport 
to her residence.

JAN. 14
At 6:09 a.m., officers 

responded to the area 
of the Florence Library 
for a report of a missing 
person. Officers investi-
gated, and the person was 
located the following day. 

8:43 a.m., officers 
responded to the  700 
block of Maple Street 
or a report of criminal 
mischief. Officers found 
fuel lines had been cut on 
vehicles in the area. 

At 11:57 a.m., officers 
responded to the 2000 
block of Willow Street, 
and arrested a subject on 
a parole hold.

At 1:36 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1400 
block of Highway 101 
for a report of a subject 
refusing to leave. Officers 
contacted the subject and 
found he had a warrant 
for his arrest.

At 4:36 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1800 
block of Oak Street for a 
report of a dog at large.

At 7:28 p.m., officers 
responded to the 3900 
block of Oak Street, 
for a report of domestic 
dispute. 

At 9:39 p.m., Officers 
responded to the area of 
18th and pine streets or a 
report of a dog at large.

At 10:06 p.m., officers 
responded to the area of 
the Florence Library for a 
report of a dispute.

JAN. 15
At 3:33 p.m., officers 

responded to the area of 

9th Street by the library 
for a non-injury traffic 
accident.

At 4:16 p.m., officers 
responded to the 3500 
block of Oak Street 
or a reported juvenile 
problem.

JAN 16
At 9:13 a.m., officers 

responded to the 1300 
block of Spruce Street, 
for a report of possible 
mail theft.

At 10:25 a.m., officers 
responded to the area of 
12th Street, for a report 
of possible fraud. Officers 
investigated and found no 
evidence that fraud had 
occurred.

At 10:28 a.m., a subject 
walked into the police 
department to notify 
officers of an active war-
rant for their arrest. The 
subject was cited and 
released with notification 
to appear in municipal 
court.

At 11:03 a.m., officers 
responded to meet a sub-
ject on 34th Street who 
wanted to report a cold 
case theft.

At 3:20 p.m., offi-
cers  responded to the 
2500 block of Oak Street 
or a reported juvenile 
problem.

At 4:43 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1600 
block of Rhododendron 
Drive for a report of 
harassment.

JAN 17
At 7:56 a.m., offi-

cers made contact with 
a subject in the area of 
Highway 101 and 39th 
to find he had a warrant 
for his arrest. The subject 

was cited and given 
notification to appear in 
municipal court. 

9:16 a.m., officers 
responded to the 600 
block ofSiano Loop for a 
report of possible identity 
theft. officers investigated 
and found that the caller’s 
social security number 
was being used in another 
state, but the subject sus-
tained no monetary loss 
from the ID theft. 

At 12:45 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1900 
block of 18th Street for 
a report of theft. Caller 
stated that a bag of recy-
clable aluminum cans 
was taken from the back 
of his truck.

At 12:59 p.m., officers 
responded to the 2900 
block of Oak Street or a 
report of a minor in pos-
session of marijuana. 

At 8:22 p.m., officers 
made contact with a 
known subject in the 900 
block of Highway 101. 
Subject was arrested on 
an active warrant.

JAN. 18
At 10:48 a.m., a code 

enforcement officer 
responded to the 1200 
block of 10th Street or 
a report of prohibited 
camping.

At 12:17 p.m., an offi-
cer conducted a traffic 
stop at 101 and 35th. 
The driver was found to 
have a warrant for his 
arrest and was taken into 
custody.

JAN. 19
At 1:52 a.m., an officer 

made a traffic stop on 
19th Street, and arrested 
Sai Sophan for DUI.

At 2:02 p.m., officers 
responded to a report 
of a hit and run causing 
damage to a vehicle in 
Florence. Officers were 
able to make contact 
with both parties, who 
exchanged insurance 
information.

JAN. 20
At 12:52 a.m., officers 

responded to the  3900 
block of Oak Street for 
a report of a burglary. 
Officers investigated 
and found it was not as 
reported.

At 10:04 a.m., officers 
responded to the  1800 
block of 37th Street for 
a business reporting 
a theft. The business 
did not wish to press 
charges but wanted the 
subject warned that if 
he returned, he would 
be prosecuted for 
trespassing.

At 2:40 p.m., a caller 
reported that someone 
broke into an RV and the 
4900 block of Highway 
101. The caller said items 
were stolen from the RV 
and damage was caused 
to the interior.

At 4:11 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1300 
block of Bay Street for 
a report of a juvenile 
shoplifter who reportedly 
brandished a knife at an 
employee.

From Jan. 13 to 
Jan. 20, officers also 
responded to 10 requests 
to check the welfare of 
subjects, made 9 tres-
passing notifications, and 
responded to 6 parking 
complaints. Officers also 
made 82 traffic stops.

CORRECTION
The Jan. 22 issue of 

the Siuslaw News incor-
rectly stated that the Stand 
Down will occur Jan. 22. 
The Stand Down will take 
place February 22 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. We apolo-
gize for any confusion this 
may have caused

www.polkio.com

Pencil
us in!

Siuslaw News
News & views that define our community

www.thesiuslawnews.com
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TABLE SPONSORSTABLE SPONSORS

TAKE A LEADING ROLE BY TAKE A LEADING ROLE BY 
FUNDING SCHOLARSHIPSFUNDING SCHOLARSHIPS

AS WE HELP OUR STUDENTS AS WE HELP OUR STUDENTS 
MAKE MAGIC IN THEIR LIVES!MAKE MAGIC IN THEIR LIVES!

• • Hanawalt, Ferguson, Hanawalt, Ferguson, 
Attorneys at LawAttorneys at Law

• • Siuslaw School DistrictSiuslaw School District
• • Cross Road AssemblyCross Road Assembly
• • Lane Community CollegeLane Community College

• • Irrigation Consulting, Inc.Irrigation Consulting, Inc.
• • Laurel Bay GardensLaurel Bay Gardens
• • Heceta Self StorageHeceta Self Storage
• • Peace Health Peace Peace Health Peace 

Harbor Medical CenterHarbor Medical Center
For more information visit www.theflorencerotary.org

Come take a look at our 
ever changing inventory!

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475

541.997.7653
visit us online at www.jimhoberg.com

sales@wcresi.com • rentals@wcresi.com

in Real Estatein Real Estate
Celebrating over Celebrating over 30 30 YearsYears

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

JIM HOBERG,
ABR,ABRM,CRS, 

GRI, SRES, GREEN
Broker/Owner

• • •

1870 Hwy. 126, Suite A • PO Box 3040, Florence, OR

• RESIDENTIAL • LAND • COMMERCIAL • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT •

Residents of Florence, 
Dunes City and even 
some areas of Reedsport 
were likely surprised to 
see a long column of 
smoke blowing toward 
the ocean from the for-
est near the Douglas/ 
Lane County line Jan. 
22. The fire was a pre-
scribed burn, being con-
ducted by logging com-
panies in the Five Mile 
Crees area, just south of 
Siltcoos Lake. Personnel 
at the Coos Forest 
Protective Association 
said the burns were 
under control and there 
was no need for alarm. 
However, residents in 
some areas near the lake 
called area fire depart-
ments when they saw 
the smoke rising. The 
National Fire Situational 
Awareness map showed 
the fire area as red dots, 
indicating it was just 
south of the County 
Line. 

Habitat Prom 
at Three Rivers

Get ready to sparkle 
and shine at the Prom of 
Your Dreams, an unfor-
gettable evening bene-
fiting Florence Habitat 
for Humanity! Join us 
on Saturday, Feb. 22, 
at Three Rivers Casino for 
a night filled with danc-
ing, photo ops, and so 
much more!

Tickets are on sale now 
at florencehabitat.org or at 
the Habitat Office. Don’t 
miss your chance to be 
a part of this incredible 
event, supporting a great 
cause while having a 
blast. Enjoy live and silent 
auctions, and cheer on 
the crowning of the Prom 
King and Queen!

For more details and 
ticket information, visit 
the Habitat website. Let’s 
dance the night away 
and make a difference in 
our community! See you 
there!

A free, open-to-the-pub-
lic educational Medicare 
101 event at the Florence 
Events Center will help 
explain the sometimes 
confusing and com-
plicated federal health 
insurance program. The 
presentation by the locally 
based insurance advisor, 
Dana Dane, will be from 
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 
Thursday, February 6.

Medicare 101 will 
explain what people 
turning 65 need to do to 
enroll in Medicare and 
how they need to review 
their insurance plans each 
year after that in order 

to control their costs. 
The program will also 
cover how the different 
parts of Medicare work, 
including Medicare Part 
A (hospital insurance) and 
Part B (medical insur-
ance), as well as Medicare 
Advantage (Part C) plans 
and Medicare Supplement 
health insurance plans. 
Participants also will 
learn how Medicare Part 
D Prescription Drug 
plans work, how to get 
help with the cost of pre-
scription drugs and how 
Medicare works with the 
Veterans Affairs health 
care benefits.

Seating is limited. 
To register, call Dana 
by February 5th at 
541-997-1410.

Dana Dane Insurance 
Agency is located in 
Florence, a leading pro-
vider of Medicare, indi-
vidual health, long-term 
care, and life insurance 
in Oregon. Founded by 
Dana in 1996, she is 
dedicated to helping indi-
viduals protect life’s most 
important assets. Dana 
Dane Insurance Agency 
is not connected with or 
endorsed by the United 
States government or the 
federal Medicare program.

Florence on the 
list for funding 

OREGON DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION

On Thursday, Jan. 16, 
the Oregon Transportation 
Commission invested in 
new sidewalks, pedestrian 
crossings, curb ramps, 
and improvements that 
will make our school 
communities safer and 
more accessible for every-
one. The commission 
approved 28 Safe Routes 
to School projects, with a 
total investment exceed-
ing $31 million. These 
projects focus on making 
travel safer within a two-
mile radius of schools, 
prioritizing under-re-
sourced communities to 
ensure a safer journey for 
all students. 

“It’s important to us to 
help students and their 
families get to school 
safely by foot or bike 
or mobility device,” 
said ODOT’s Public 
Transportation Division 

Administrator Suzanne 
Carlson. “We are excited 
to support cities and 
counties who want to 
make these improvements 
in their communities. 
They’re making an amaz-
ing difference around the 
state.” 

These proj-
ects are funded 
through ODOT’s Safe 
Routes to School 
Competitive Construction 
Grant Program. ODOT 
received 89 applica-
tions for this round 
of funding, totaling 
$138.2 million in safety 
improvements around 
the state. ODOT and 
the Safe Routes to School 
Advisory Committee 
had to weigh available 
funding with projects 
that addressed the high-
est safety risks, removed 
barriers for students at 
low-income schools, and 
were likely to be com-
pleted within five years.  

Here’s an overview 
of some of the projects 
approved for funding: 

• The Confederated 
Tribes of the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation will 

receive funding to trans-
form Mission Road—a 
rural highway that is the 
primary east-west road 
through Mission—into a 
more community-oriented 
corridor. By enhancing the 
road to better accommo-
date diverse travel modes, 
the project will improve 
functionality, access and 
safety for residents and 
students at the communi-
ty’s two schools. 

• The City of Redmond 
will receive funding to 
improve safety for stu-
dents, workers and fam-
ilies at Sage Elementary 
School. The safety 
improvements will include 
better marking of the 
existing crosswalk and 
traffic calming strategies 
to reduce speeding in the 
school zone. 

• The City of Florence 
will receive funding 
to improve 35th Street, a 
vital roadway connecting 
U.S. 101 to Rhododendron 
Drive and access point to 
local schools. To address 
a lack of sidewalks along 
this road, the project will 
include new pedestrian 
paths to enhance safety 
and connectivity for all 
users. 

At the commission 
meeting, Administrator 
Carlson shared that the 
program has funded 104 
construction projects since 
2019, with nearly half of 
those projects completed 
and the other half in con-
struction or design.

Prescribed burn gets local attention

Free Educational Medicare 101 Event

Safe Routes to School projects 
to receive $31 million

Visit us at
www.polkio.com

Visit us at
www.polkio.com

www.thesiuslawnews.com
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A weekly roundup of shopping,
 savings and doings around town.

 

Open 10-5 
Monday –Saturday 

1550 6th St.  
& Hwy 101 

541-997-9424 

Great Values Everyday 

Ashley Furniture 

Best Recliners 

Corsicana Mattresses 

OUR SHOWROOMS ARE 
FULL! 

NEW FURNITURE 
WEEKLY! 

FREE IN TOWN 
DELIVERY 

Make your life easier with HONDA.
Florence Saw Shop is your local

HONDA Power equipment dealer.
Come see our selection of 

Generators, Mowers, Tillers and Pumps.

Serving the entire Oregon Coast.  
Staff ed locally with factory trained professionals.

Residential and Commercial 
Garage Door Installation.

541.997.5008 
www.overheaddoor-eugene.com

CCB# 50460Overhead Door Company of Th e Oregon Coast™

4740 Pacific Ave. - $249,000
0.28 acre lot. Beautiful 180 degree views of Silt-
coos lake, most utilities in, owner terms possi-
ble! #3612-24506192

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property

Richard Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-6677

JEREMY C. RUARK
Country Media, Inc.

Oregon will receive 
$29,680,565 in federal 
funding from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) to support 
Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration (WSFR) proj-
ects around the state.

“These Federal invest-
ments, matched with 
revenue from hunting 
and fishing licenses, 
are the foundation of 
ODFW’s capacity to care 
for Oregon’s diverse fish 
and wildlife, according 
to Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Director 
Debbie Colbert.

“Opportunities for win-
win solutions that benefit 
working lands, wildlife, 
and communities are 
numerous—and we are 
grateful for the long-term 
support of hunters and 
anglers who have commit-
ted millions of dollars to 
this program for multiple 
generations,” Colbert said. 
“Federal investments like 
these help us make a real 
difference for fish and 
wildlife conservation.”

The Wildlife 
Restoration Program—
authorized by the Wildlife 
Restoration (Pittman-
Robertson) Act of 1950—
provides funds to fish and 
wildlife agencies for proj-
ects to restore, conserve, 
manage, and enhance wild 
birds and mammals and 
their habitat. 

The Sport 
Fish Restoration 

Program—authorized by 
the Sport Fish Restoration 
(Dingell-Johnson) Act of 
1950—provides funds to 
fish and wildlife agencies 
for fishery projects, boat-
ing access, and aquatic 
education. 

Oregon’s allocations can 
be found below:

•	 $21,783,103 for 
Wildlife Restoration. The 
program supports the 
operation and maintenance 
of 18 wildlife areas and 7 
regional habitat programs 
which are designed to pro-
vide technical assistance 
and enhance wildlife hab-
itats on public and private 
lands.

•	 $7,897,462 for 
Sport Fish Restoration 
(SFR). The funding sup-
ports important fisher-
ies, monitoring, access, 
and education programs 
throughout Oregon. SFR 
funds are also used to 
keep a finger on the 
pulse of several of our 
iconic salmon/steelhead 
populations, including 
those in the Rogue, the 
Oregon Coast, Deschutes, 
Willamette, and Umpqua.

Oregon Senators he 
federal funding Jeff 
Merkey and Ron Wyden 

announced the federal 
funding Jan. 21.

“Our state’s lands and 
waters are integral to 
the futures of countless 
fish and wildlife, as well 
as many Oregonians’ 
quality of life and live-
lihoods,” said Merkley. 
“These federal funds will 
be used to manage and 
protect Oregon’s wildlife 
areas around the state, 
and to help Oregonians 
access and enjoy the great 
outdoors through our 
outstanding recreation 
opportunities.”

“Fish and wildlife 
are part of what makes 
Oregon the best state in 
America for recreation,” 
said Wyden. “That doesn’t 
happen by osmosis – it 
happens thanks to signif-
icant federal investments 
like these that support our 
state’s natural advantages 
and the benefits they cre-
ate for our economy and 
environment.”

The Wildlife 
Restoration Program and 
the Sport Fish Restoration 
Program were reautho-
rized through the 2021 
Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law Merkley and Wyden 
supported.

The annual Valentine’s 
Day Celebration of 
Renewal and Commitment 
benefiting Yachats’ Little 
Log Church Museum will 
be held Friday, February 
14th 2025 at the Yachats 
Community Presbyterian 
Church, located at 
360 West 7th Street in 
Yachats.

The annual group 
renewal of vows orig-
inated in 1996 at the 
historical Little Log 
Church Museum and has 
been held at the Yachats 
Presbyterian Church for 
the last few years while 
the museum is undergoing 
major repairs and resto-
ration. This year there 
will be two seatings – one 

at 12 noon and the other 
at 5:30 p.m. on Friday. 
Both married and unmar-
ried committed couples 
are invited to attend.

The ceremony will 
be facilitated by Mary 
Crook, an independent 
non-denominational min-
ister, who has presided 
over the event since its 
beginning. Over the years 
couples have come from 
throughout Oregon and 
several other states to 
renew their vows. “For 
some it is a first-time 
experience, for others it 
has become an annual 
tradition,” says Crook. 
Music will be provided 
by local favorite David 
Cowden, who plays 

keyboard and guitar. 
The theme this year will 
be “Hearts that Love.” 
Couples who participate 
will be given a special 
certificate as a memento 
of the occasion.

All proceeds derived 
from this event will 
benefit the Little Log 
Church Museum and 
will be allocated to its 
restoration project. The 
Friends of the Little Log 
Church Museum suggests 
a donation of $20.00 per 
couple. Seating is limited, 
therefore reservations are 
required. To reserve a 
space for this memorable 
occasion, please call the 
Events Coordinator Mary 
Crook at 541-547-4547.

Oregon to see nearly $30 
Million for wildlife and 
sport fish restoration

Annual Valentines Day Group 
vow renewal in Yachats

Last week, we asked

 “WHAT’S THE 
MOST IMPORTANT 

ISSUE FACED 
BY RESIDENTS, 
BUSINESSES 
AND LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT?
46.4 percent said 

Housing/rental prices
7.1 percent said local 

employment/industry
25 percent said Local 
healthcare options

21.4 percent said 
“Other.”

This week, 
we’re asking 

HOW OFTEN DO 
YOU ATTEND/
WATCH CITY 
COUNCIL, 
PLANNING 

COMMISSION OR 
SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETINGS?
Every time

Monthly
Almost never

When it’s relevant 
to me

ONLINE POLL

RECYCLE
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We Are 
Better 

Together
As we look to a new year, we’re celebrating what connects us as a 

community, and what we can do to bridge our divides. From virtual events 
and local perspectives to cultural insights and conversation starters, we 

invite you to join us in making our community better, together.

Help rebuild our economy by supporting these 
and other local businesses!

ART ALLIANCE
Florence Regional Arts Alliance
120 Maple Street, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-999-0859

CHAMBER
Florence Area Chamber of Commerce
290 Hwy 101, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-3128
www.florencechamber.com

CHURCH
Cross Road Assembly of God
1380 10th St, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-3533

ESTATE SALES
Cindy Wobbe Estate Sales
498 Hwy. 101, Florence OR 97439
541-999-0126
www.CindyWobbeEstates.com

EVENT CENTER
Florence Events Center
715 Quince Street, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-1994

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Edward Jones-Andy Baber, AAMS
Financial Advisor
1010 Highway 101
541-997-8755

FOOD BANK
Florence Food Share
2190 Spruce St., Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-9110

HUMANE SOCIETY
Oregon Coast Humane Society
541-997-4277

Shelter 
2840 Rhododendron Dr.

Thrift Store
1193 Bay St.

NEWSPAPERS
Siuslaw News
4969 Highway 101, #4 
Florence, Oregon 97439 
541-997-3441
www.thesiuslawnews.com

REAL ESTATE
Coldwell Banker Coast Real Estate 
Randy Paredes, Broker
100 Hwy 101, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-991-9107

West Coast Real Estate Services, Inc.
1870 Hwy. 126, Suite A, 
Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-SOLD (7653)

SEPTIC SERVICE
Wally’s Septic Tank Pumping Inc.
541-997-8885

TIRES
Les Schwab Tire Center
4325 Highway 101, Florence, Oregon, 
97439
541-997-7178

UPHOLSTERY
Buds Upholstery
4981 Highway 101, Florence,Oregon 97439
541-997-4856

44

We specialize in
Preparation of Tax Returns for:

Individuals
Corporation

LLC’s
Estates & Trusts

Payroll Services
Business Consulting

Tax Strategies

Serving Florence for 45 years
Proud to be a Florence and Reedsport-Winchester Bay Chamber member

come,” Huntington said. 
Maintenance and cleanup 
has already begun. Future 
plans include upgrading 
and restoring the docks, 
boat, camp and RV park 
as funding becomes 
available. The timeline 
for repairs will depend 
in part on availability of 
grant funding. There’s a 

lot to do on the property 
and it will be a long term 
endeavor for the port. 
Currently, there are a 
number of long term resi-
dents on the property who 
will be allowed to stay, 
but the port tentatively 
plans on phasing out long 
term rentals over time. 
Bill Meyer, vice president 
of the Port Commission, 
had this to say.

“We know that the 
the port has a good rep-
utation for operating a 

campground, so it’s a 
wonderful fit and the fact 
that it’s also going to 
preserve some lodging for 
the local residents.”

The Port has been 
discussing this pur-
chase with owner Marge 
Hanson for some time 
after co-owner Kirby 
Hanson died. The pur-
chase includes 11 sepa-
rate tax lots and numer-
ous title searches, which 
the court has been work-
ing on for.

Port
From Page A1

Danielle Hinz from 
the 12-week program 
where they learned 
about all aspects of food 

preparation. Six origi-
nally signed up for the 
class but three finished.

According to Inspire 
founder Graham Ross,  
two of the grads have 
started their cooking 
careers locally. 

“Ian Young is 
employed at NOSH,” 
he said. “Justice Scites-
McNeely is employed 
at Three Rivers 
Casino [and] Danielle 
Hinz - is deciding which 
segment of the food ser-
vice industry she wants to 
pursue.” 

“We are moving into 
our own location and it is 
currently being renovated 
by Habitat for Humanity 
volunteers,” Ross said. . 

(added a couple of 

pictures of the Habitat 
Team). Location is 180 
Laurel Street in Old 
Town (previously the 
Bodega). The Florence 
Elks Lodge graciously 
allowed Inspire to use the 
Elks Lodge kitchen. 

The next class is sched-
uled to start on March 3. 

“The class size is (8) 
students ranging from 
16-24 year old,’ Ross 
said. “The program 
is designed for those 
16-24 year-olds that are 
not enrolled in school. 
Students can be of any 
economic situation with 
scholarships available up 
to 100% paid.”

For more information 
about enrollment, call 
Ross at 585-662-7373

Graduates
From Page A1

Looking for something 
fun to do for Valentine’s 
Day weekend?  Grab 
your sweetheart or your 
pals and join C.R.O.W. 
on Saturday, February 
15th from 5-9:30 PM at 
Three Rivers Casino & 
Resort, Events Center for 
“Schoolhouse Bingo!” All 
proceeds support youth 
in the arts, and this event 
is sure to be “way more 
fun than a pop quiz!” 
The theme was chosen to 
coincide with C.R.O.W.’s 
upcoming production of 
“Matilda The Musical,” 
which will be performed 
April 25-May 4 at the 
Florence Events Center.

Bingo tickets are $55 
per person with a dis-
count for a table of 8. 
Tickets include 10 bingo 
game cards, a dauber, 

and a themed dinner with 
coffee/tea/iced tea and 
wine sponsored by Three 
Rivers.  Additional Bingo 
cards will be available 
for purchase at check 
in.  Doors open at 5 pm 
for dinner and check 
in. The event will run 
from 5 - 9:30 PM, with 
Bingo games beginning at 
approximately 6:30. This 

event is for adults only, 
ages 18+. 

Last year’s Bingo 
Fundraiser sold out very 
early, so don’t wait to pur-
chase your tickets online 
at: http://www.crowkids.
com/bingofundraiser.  To 
donate a prize or ask a 
question, please contact 
crowtheatrekids@yahoo.
com 

FROM SIUSLAW 
MDDLE SCHOOL

Join us for the 2nd 
annual Hispanic Heritage 
Night on Feb. 6 as we 
come together to honor 
the vibrant and diverse 
cultures that enrich our 
school community. This 
exciting evening will 
celebrate the beauty of 
Hispanic culture through 
music, food, and crafts!

The event will 
highlight cultural 
Performances that show-
case the rich traditions of 
Hispanic heritage.

Enjoy interactive 
Activities for the whole 
family and savor deli-
cious local cuisine.

Opportunities to con-
nect with community 
members and celebrate 
our shared values.

This event is proudly 
supported by The 
Florence Community 
PTA and Title I, Family 
Engagement, demonstrat-
ing their commitment 
to fostering inclusive 
cultural education and 
strengthening family 
connections. The evening 

is also brought to you 
by the dedicated edu-
cators of the Western 
Regional Educator 
Network (WREN), whose 
passion for inclusivity 
ensures a meaningful and 
high-quality experience 
for all attendees.

Don’t miss this oppor-
tunity to promote family 
engagement, cultural edu-
cation, and community 
pride. Let’s celebrate the 
diversity that makes our 
school truly special! 

Doors open at 5 p.m. at 
Siuslaw Middle School.

Western Lane 
Community Foundation 
(WLCF) has announced 
that they are accept-
ing proposals for 2025 
Community Grant 
Projects beginning Feb. 
1, 2025. All grants are 
awarded in the areas of 
arts and culture, health 
and wellness, social and 
community services, 
education, and environ-
ment. Grant requests and 
awards vary greatly in 
amount, with no mini-
mum or maximum, but 

generally range from 
$500 to $5,000 depending 
on the nature of the grant 
project and funds avail-
able for distribution.

In the 2024 grant cycle, 
27 non-profit organi-
zations received over 
$117,000 in funds that 
represent WLCF’s ongo-
ing mission of supporting 
projects or programs that 
provide needed services or 
facilities for which public 
funds may not be avail-
able or are insufficient.

Non-profit organizations 

serving Western Lane 
County are invited to 
apply using the Foundant 
online application system 
and WLCF’s tutorials 
and guidelines, all found 
on the WLCF website at 
www.wlcfonline.org. If 
any local organizations 
need help navigating the 
online system, please 
email WLCF at admin@
wlcfonline.org or call 
(541) 997-1274.

Applications are due 
Tuesday, April 1 by 11:59 
p.m.

Schoolhouse Bingo Fundraiser

Grant opportunity available

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Night

Visit us online at 
www.thesiuslawnews.com
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Come take a look at our 
ever changing inventory!

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475

WALLY’S
Septic Tank Pumping
$25.00 off Pumping or

$10.00 off a Service Call
Call Today to Schedule an

appointment
Call 541-997-8885

Payment must be made at the time of 
service to receive discount.

Discount does not apply to credit card or 
mailed payments.

Coupon expires - January 31, 2025

Bud’s Upholstery 
10% off 

Materials on 
any new job

When you present this coupon.
expires January 2025

541-997-4856
87637 Hwy. 101 N, Florence

SAVE. SHOP

SUPPORT

ZERO/US TOO Florence
Prostate Cancer Education

Support on the Oregon Coast

www.ustooflorence.org

BOTH MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY ON HOLD.
WATCH SIUSLAW NEWS FOR RESUMPTION

• Tuesday Evening Group (2nd Tuesday) 
5-7 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Bryan Mehlhaff attends.

• Tuesday Lunch Group (3rd Tuesday) 
12 noon – 1:00 p.m. – Ichiban Chinese/Japanese 
Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Roger McKimmy attends.

Contact Bob for more information:  
(H) 541-997-6626 • (C) 541-999-4239

47maribob38@gmail.com

OREGON COAST 
HUMANE SOCIETY

The Thrift Shop
January 2025

Green Tags are  
50% off!

Hours:   
10am - 4pm

Seven days a week!

(541) 997-5705
1193 Bay St., Old Town Florence

Shoppe
LOCAL
#MyFlorence
Shop. Eat. Support.

“We’re next to the bridge”
100 Hwy 101

Florence, OR 97439

COAST  
REAL ESTATE

(541) 997-7777
cbcoast.com

83399 SPRUCE LANE
This updated 4-bedroom, 2-bathroom home in tranquil Dunes City offers a perfect blend 
of comfort, style, and modern amenities. Spanning 1,886 sq. ft., every detail has been 
designed for serene and inviting living. Recent upgrades include a new roof, gutters, 
exterior paint, and a water heater, ensuring modern convenience and durability. The kitchen 
features composite countertops, stainless steel appliances, tile flooring, and a breakfast 
bar—combining practicality with charm. The main bathroom offers rustic elegance with 
shiplap siding, dual sinks, and a tiled shower, creating a relaxing spa-like retreat. Laminate 
flooring throughout the home adds timeless appeal. The lower level includes a bedroom 
and private bath with a tiled walk-in shower, offering flexibility for dual living, a guest suite, 
or a home office. Outside, fresh exterior paint enhances curb appeal, while the home’s 
peaceful setting provides the perfect backdrop for coastal living. Close proximity to Woahink 
& Siltcoos Lakes- recreational opportunities. This exceptional property is ready to become 
your haven. Schedule a showing today! $450,000. 12781/2426339

FEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEKFEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

shine it on you to inspire 
your actions that protect 
the rights of those who 
seek freedom and safety. 
Let’s shine our own lights 
brightly and proudly as 
we march together in 
solidarity and commu-
nity. And remind our 
community of what really 
matters”

Marchers lined up with 
the FOR Community 
banner leading the way, 
followed by US flags and 
Lady Liberty, men car-
rying signs with a quote 
from former president 
Barack Obama, “This 
is what a feminist looks 
like,” the Feminism, 
Suffrage and Peace flags, 
rainbow Pride flags, and 
climate action banner. All 
other folks and their signs 
followed. The march 
began singing a song 
written by Holly Near 
after the assassination of 
Harvey Milk (the first 
openly gay man to hold 
office in California) – 
Singing for our Lives.

The group sang, 
chanted and processed to 
the old town, making a 
loop to cross the highway 
and back to the Methodist 
Church for the program 
in the fellowship hall. 
Marchers were greeted 
with homemade soups 
and sides as they set-
tled in to listen to local 
singer/ songwriter Sunny 
Sundstrom and every-
one sang along to John 

Lennon’s “Imagine”.
The rest of the program 

continued with local poet 
Edith Cronk reading her 
poem “The Widening 
Circle” reminding us 
that “loving each other 
with Compassion, joy, 
laughter, gratitude and 
forgiveness For all our 
differences is to become 
Part of the rhythm of the 
universe. The rhythm of 
life.”

Local community mem-
bers Lourdes Castillo 
Howard, Mai Hardley, 
and Pam Ramussen per-
formed Michael Jackson’s 
song “ Heal the World”. 
City Councilor Sally 
Wantz’ shared her chal-
lenges for living in a life 
long relationship with 
another woman and then 
stated “We marched today 
in solidarity of our rights 
to marry the person we 
love and to have the same 
benefits … and some-
times the same angst … 
as a marriage between 
one woman and one man. 
I thank The Siuslaw News 
– then & now for bring-
ing stories like ours to 
the community. We must 
support a free press.”

The last speaker was 
Siuslaw School Board 
Vice Chair Maureen 
Miltenburger, who 
encouraged folks to 
get involved with the 
schools– go to meetings, 
run for the school board. 
The program concluded 
with Carol Bourland lead-
ing a lively NIA dragon 
dance.

Some folks had enough 
energy left to go to the 

“We Won’t go Back “rally 
held at the corners for 
Highway 101 and 126 
sponsored by Florence 
Indivisible. This rally is 
held every Saturday at 
1pm.

THE PEOPLE’S MARCH 
WAS UPLIFTING FOR 
THOSE WHO JOINED. 
Kimberly Fleenor com-

mented- “There was a 
strong sense of commu-
nity and although there 
was diversity of groups, 
there was a sense of 
oneness, that we are not 
alone. There was a feeling 
of hope, not despair.”

March
From Page A1

that most of the local 
people experiencing 
homelessness know and 
care about each other. 

FUUF’s mission is 

to “host those in need 
during life-threatening 
cold weather when no 
other faith-based or 
nonprofit organization 
in Florence has stepped 
forward to assist.” The 
Cold Weather Shelter 
Committee was able to 
get permission from the 

Florence City Council 
to use yet undetermined 
locations inside city lim-
its on nights when FUUF 
may be unable to host 
due to other obligations. 

FUUF also provided 
a $2,300 donation to the 
shelter to help with its 
costs.

Shelter
From Page B1

The Florence Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship 
(FUUF) has made a 
significant contribution 
to the Warming Center, 
presenting a check for 
$2,299 to Linda Stent, a 
representative from the 
organization. The funds 
were raised by FUUF 
congregants and friends 
through their weekly 
Sunday offerings in 
November and December.

In addition to the 
generous financial dona-
tion, FUUF members 
continue to demonstrate 
their commitment to the 
community by opening 
their sanctuary doors to 
provide shelter for the 
unhoused during the 
coldest nights this win-
ter. As per the Warming 
Center’s guidelines, 
FUUF will host those in 
need during life-threat-
ening cold weather when 

no other faith-based or 
nonprofit organization in 
Florence has stepped for-
ward to assist.

Lydia Swagerty, Vice 
President of the Florence 
Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship, expressed 
pride in her congrega-
tion’s actions, stating, 
“Our community is made 
up of caring, active cit-
izens who feel a deep 
responsibility to support 
our neighbors during 
these critical times.”

FUUF is dedicated to 
fostering an inclusive, 
compassionate environ-
ment for all, and their 
ongoing efforts to sup-
port The Warming Center 
reflect this commitment.

For further infor-
mation, please email 
Florence.Unitarian@
gmail.com or floren-
ceemergencycold@gmail.
com

The Florence Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
Supports The Warming Center with $2,299 Donation
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Lynnette 
Wikstrom

Broker

missy Johnson

Broker
shirLey hunt

Principal 
Broker

randy Paredes

Broker
ryan denning

Broker
sadie CLark

Broker

Justin young

Broker

riCk Cox

Broker

aLva BraCey

Broker
ariC sneddon

Broker
John Barnett

Broker
dani FLesCher

Broker
JaCk Johnson

Broker
andy Johnson

Principal 
Broker/Owner

sam Johnson

Broker

“We’re next to the Bridge”
100 Hwy. 101, Florence, OR

COAST REAL ESTATE

541-997-7777
Servicing Florence Since 1956

NEW PROPERTIES AND UPDATES FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 29, 2025

Stunning home in South Shore. Expansive 
deck and a tram to your private boat dock 

on Woahink Lake. 3 BD/3.5 BA 3131 SF.

$1,375,000$1,375,000

83499 S COVE WAY

Cottage with Munsel Lake views & 
fishing a few steps away. 

2 Bed/1 Bath, 1028 SF

$415,000$415,000

87179 MUNSEL LAKE RD.

Conveniently located duplex/investment opportunity. 
Homes are well maintained w/ long term tenants (please 

do not disturb). 2 Bed/1.5 Bath, 1040 SF each unit.

$475,000$475,000

1680/84 22ND ST.

In the South Lakes neighborhood, 
.31 acre lot offered with first right of 

refusal for the home next door. 

$99,900$99,900

TL1600 KENDALL LANE

Stick-built home with great views and 
privacy on .75 acre. Lots of potential for 

future projects. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 864 SF

$269,000$269,000

89492 SUTTON PLACE

Park-like grounds and views of Siltcoos 
Lake. .86 parcel. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 2328 SF

$798,000$798,000

5346 BUCKSKIN BOB

Enjoy river views from this 3rd floor 
east facing condo. Large unit w/ secure 
parking garage. 1 Bed/1.5 Bath, 960 SF

$425,000$425,000

211 HARBOR ST. #32

Sandpines East opportunity. All appliances included. 
New carpet. 240 SF casita en-suite perfect for guest 

quarters/office. 2 Bed/2 Bath, 1491 SF

$455,000$455,000

4040 NANDINA DRIVE

NEW
NEWNEW
NEW

Peaceful neighborhood. Newer EPA-certified 
woodstove insert. Fully fenced backyard. Near 
Miller Park and schools. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1008 SF.

$341,000$341,000

1566 20TH ST.

Modern design meets cozy living. New 
roof, new paint, many updates. Adjacent 
lot also available. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 960 SF

$409,900$409,900

83299 KENDALL LANE

Recent upgrades include new roof, 
gutters, exterior paint & water 

heater. Comfort, style & modern 
amenities. 4 BD/2 BA 1898 SF.

$450,000$450,000

83399 SPRUCE LANE

NEW
NEW

NEW
NEW

NEW
NEW

NEW
NEW

NEW
NEW

Top of the line manufactured home on .28 
acre corner lot. Large double garage w/ 
shop. 2 Bed +office/den/2 Bath, 2011 SF

$448,000$448,000

428 SHERWOOD LOOP

Cozy home with RV garage, loft & additional 
square footage. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1211 SF

$469,000$469,000

1868 TAMARACK ST

PRICE 

PRICE 

REDUCED

REDUCED
PRICE 

PRICE 

REDUCED

REDUCED

Custom built Carter Brothers home is an 
architectural masterpiece. Siltcoos Lake 

front w/dock. 3 BD/2.5 BA 2296 SF.

$1,110,000$1,110,000

5412 BUCKSKIN BOB

Bright open floor plan, modern kitchen. 
2 fireplaces. Quiet dead-end street. 

Garage + workshop. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1797 SF

$495,000$495,000

1301 20TH ST.

Fully remodeled cottage in the trees 
on .48 parcel. New mini split HVAC for 

heat/cool. 3 Bed/ 2 Bath, 1270 SF

$419,900$419,900

9363 HIGHWAY 126

New home located in beach area 
neighborhood. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1914 SF

$619,000$619,000

4743 STONEFIELD CT.

Nestled in Sandpines West, upgraded 
craftsman offers luxury and privacy. 

3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2047 SF.

$565,500$565,500

1009 ROYAL ST. GEORGES DR.

New home in Fawn Ridge West gated 
community. Popular floor plan, can be 

customized. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 2121 SF

$829,300$829,300

4 BONNETT WAY

Sought after Idylewood neighborhood. 
Sheltered patio. Finished hobby shed. 3 

Bed/2 Bath, 1642 SF.

$550,000$550,000

87660 WOODMERE WEST

Oceanfront condo. Amazing views from 
the highest floor. Resort has pool, hot tub, 

deli/store. 1 Bed/1 Bath, 497 SF

$225,000$225,000

88416 1ST AVE. #401

Converted park model & bunk-
house. Expansive deck w/ hot tub 
and fire pit. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 312 SF

$217,400$217,400

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#638 

C32’ Keystone Challenger 5th Wheel 
with 3 slide outs. 10’x12’ shed 

w/ electricity. 1 Bed/1 Bath, 375 SF

$189,900$189,900

176 NOB HILL ST. 

3rd story end unit with river views and full 
laundry. Upgraded primary bathroom. Secure 

parking garage. 1 Bed/1.5 Bath, 945 SF

$399,000$399,000

211 HARBOR ST. #38

SALE 
SALE 

PENDING

PENDING
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JIM HOBERG,
ABR,ABRM,CRS, 
GRI, SRES, GREEN
Broker/Owner
• • •

• RESIDENTIAL • LAND • COMMERCIAL • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT •

541.997.7653
Toll Free 1-866-967-7653

visit us online at www.jimhoberg.com or www.wcresi.com

sales@wcresi.com 
rentals@wcresi.com

1870 Highway 126, 
Florence, OR 97439

Tide Table
Siuslaw River Entrance saltwatertides.com

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29
High ........12:35 a.m. ........6.4
Low ..........5:34 a.m. .........3.2
High ........11:33 a.m. ........8.4
Low ......... 6:26 p.m. ........-1.1

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30
High .........1:09 a.m. .........6.8
Low ..........6:20 a.m. .........2.7
High ....... 12:18 p.m. ........8.4
Low ......... 7:02 p.m. ........-1.1

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31
High .........1:42 a.m. .........7.1
Low ..........7:06 a.m. .........2.3
High ........ 1:05 p.m. .........8.2
Low ......... 7:38 p.m. ........-0.7

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1
High .........2:16 a.m. .........7.5
Low ..........7:54 a.m. .........1.8
High ........ 1:55 p.m. .........7.7
Low ......... 8:14 p.m. ........-0.1

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
High .........2:51 a.m. .........7.7
ow ............8:47 a.m. .........1.5
High ........ 2:48 p.m. .........7.0
Low ......... 8:51 p.m. .........0.7

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3
High .........3:28 a.m. .........7.9
Low ..........9:45 a.m. .........1.2
High ........ 3:48 p.m. .........6.1
Low ......... 9:32 p.m. .........1.5

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
High .........4:10 a.m. .........8.0
Low .........10:51 a.m. ........1.0
High ........ 5:00 p.m. .........5.5
Low ........ 10:18 p.m. ........2.4
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5
High .........4:57 a.m. .........7.9
Low ........ 12:03 p.m. ........0.8
High ........ 6:31 p.m. .........5.0
Low ........ 11:16 p.m. ........3.2

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6
High .........5:55 a.m. .........7.8
Low ......... 1:19 p.m. .........0.5
High ........ 8:14 p.m. .........5.0

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Low .........12:32 a.m. ........3.7
High .........7:03 a.m. .........7.7
Low ......... 2:30 p.m. .........0.1
High ........ 9:37 p.m. .........5.4

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Low ..........1:56 a.m. .........3.9
High .........8:13 a.m. .........7.7
Low ......... 3:33 p.m. ........-0.3
High ....... 10:35 p.m. ........5.8

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY9
Low ..........3:12 a.m. .........3.7
High .........9:17 a.m. .........7.8
Low ......... 4:26 p.m. ........-0.5
High ....... 11:19 p.m. ........6.1

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10
Low ..........4:13 a.m. .........3.5
High ........10:13 a.m. ........7.9
Low ......... 5:11 p.m. ........-0.7
High ....... 11:57 p.m. ........6.5

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
Low ..........5:05 a.m. .........3.0
High ........11:02 a.m. ........8.0
Low ......... 5:50 p.m. ........-0.7
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
High ........12:31 a.m. ........6.7
Low ..........5:49 a.m. .........2.6
High ........11:46 a.m. ........7.9
Low ......... 6:25 p.m. ........-0.5
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13

High .........1:02 a.m. .........6.9  
Low ..........6:30 a.m. .........2.3  
High ....... 12:27 p.m. ........7.7
Low ......... 6:57 p.m. ........-0.2

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
High .........1:30 a.m. .........7.0  
Low ..........7:08 a.m. .........2.0  
High ........ 1:07 p.m. .........7.3
Low ......... 7:27 p.m. .........0.3

We don’t want to miss you!
Siuslaw News 2025 Spring Business Card Directory 

Published and inserted into the Siuslaw News.
Full color ads • Sorted by business type and in alphabetical order • Deadline February 19th, 2025

Call Jeanna for more details. 541-902-3529 or email: jpetersen@countrymedia.net

FLORENCE 
BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
Spring 2024

SN Siuslaw News
News & views that define our community

BROUGHT TO YOU BY 

SPRING 2024  || BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY || 76 ||  BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY ||  SPRING 2024
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WE BUY CARS

acrauto.com

• Repairing all 
makes and models
• Serving Florence
 for over 40 years

18 Month,Unlimited MileageWarranty

541-997-6700541-997-6700
joel@acrauto.com

1736 West 15th St.1736 West 15th St.
FlorenceFlorence

Monday – Thursday 
8:00 am – 5:00 pm

Blinds • Shades • Draperies 
Shutters

We Design ~ We Install
Residential • Commercial 

 35 Years Experience
Located in Florence 

541-991-3405CCB#212734

CA
RP

ET
 C

LE
AN

IN
G

WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP CAR CENTER
• Full Service Repair • Tire sales

• ASE Certifi ed Technician
• Over 19 years experience
Locally Owned. Community Minded

4515 Hwy. 101 • 541-997-8052

Over 20 years experience

Will LOHRE
Country Media, Inc. 

Both Siuslaw’s boys 
and girls basketball teams 
started league play on Jan. 
17 against Sutherlin, and 
unfortunately, neither team 
was able to come away vic-
torious. The girls team lost 
18-46, while the boys team 
fell to the Bulldogs 37-48.   

GIRLS TEAM
The loss for the girls 

made it their 11th in a row, 
but a game against Sutherlin 
was always going to be dif-
ficult. The Bulldogs entered 
the Jan. 17 game with a 
9-5 record, compared to the 
Vikings’ 1-13 record. 

Despite a tough loss, 
Head Coach Aaron McNeill 
and his squad will keep 
pushing ahead in the pursuit 
of improvement day after 
day. There’s still plenty of 
time for the Vikings to put 

together a strong game and 
get their second win of the 
season. 

After the first day of 
league play, the Far West 
standings for girls basket-
ball stood at:

1. Coquille 
2. Sutherlin
3. Glide 
4. South Umpqua 
5. Douglas 
6. Siuslaw 

BOYS TEAM 
For the boys, the game 

against Sutherlin marked a 
matchup between the top 
two teams in the Far West 
League. Though Siuslaw 
entered the matchup in first 
place, it was Sutherlin who 
came away victorious, and 
the Bulldogs snatched the 
top spot in the league from 
the Vikings. 

We at the Florence Elks 
Lodge feel like all of the 
participants were winners! 
It was a great event and 
a special thank you to the 
community for coming out 
to cheer these athletes on! 
Coach &

Florence Elks mem-
ber Adam Decker was a 
GREAT help in getting our 
gym ready & encouraging 
our participants. Thanks 
to our Lodge members 
who volunteered to make 
this such a fun and special 
event.

HOOP SHOOT 
RESULTS

January 11, 2025

GIRLS
Ages 8 & 9

1st - Kairi Shibahara
2nd - Sophie Lorenz

Ages 10 & 11
1st - Moxie 

Tamaro-Holmes
2nd - Emerie Decker
3rd - Adalyn Jacques

Ages 12 & 13

MHS hosts 
annual basketball 
family night
Submitted by ZAC BURTT 

The gym at Mapleton 
High School was packed 
with folks from all over the 
upper Siuslaw on Jan. 16 
when the school hosted its 
annual Sailor Basketball 
Family Night.

To begin the evening 
those on hand were treated 
to a stirring rendition of the 
Star Spangled Banner sung 
by Mapleton 4th-grader 
Charlotte Brady followed 
by a doubleheader sweep of 
Crow by the Mapleton boys 
and girls basketball teams 
(boys won 36-31 and girls 
40-23).

Will LOHRE
Country Media, Inc. 

“This weekend was very special 
for our wrestling community,” 
Siuslaw wrestling coach Nick 
Wartnik said after the Nick Lutz 
Memorial wrestling tournament 
finished up at Siuslaw High 

School. 
The Vikings hosted a 35-team 

wrestling tournament on Jan. 
17-18 in honor of the late Nicholas 
Lutz Jr., a 2005 State Champion 
at 189 pounds for the Vikings. 
Wartnik believes it’s the largest 
wrestling tournament ever held in 

Florence, but it was a communal 
effort to bring it together. 

“Kudos go to the many vol-
unteers and staff who put in 
countless hours to make the event 
run smoothly,” Wartnik said. “In 
particular, I want to thank Megan 
Lade, who coordinated many 

volunteers, and my coaching 
staff, who divided the work of 
setting up and cleaning up a huge 
production.” 

It wasn’t just a logistical and 
scheduling triumph; the Siuslaw 

A night of basketball, 
family and fun upriver

Nick Lutz Memorial wrestling tournament a success

The top Hoop Shooters in the boys and girls age groups will 
qualify for the District Hoop Shoot in Sweet Home, Jan. 25.

Vikings lose first 
league games

Mapleton boys Head Coach Eric Wolgamott 
(kneeling) as his team and Assistant Coach 
Ryan Barrows look on. Photo by Heidi 
Sundstrom/Mapleton Media PBL. See more pho-
tos at thesiuslawnews.comSee FAMILY, Page B3 See VIKINGS, Page B3

See HOOP, Page B3

See WRESTLING, Page A3

Siuslaw’s Jacob Mann, top, smiles to the crowd 
as he holds down his opponent in the final 
match of the tournamwnt. Tony Reed photo.
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Friendship - Fellowship – Fun
FAITH DIRECTORY

To include your organization in this directory, 
please call us @ 541-997-3441

ANCHOR OF HOPE CHURCH
Live like Jesus, share His Love. 

1318 Rhododendron Drive 
www.anchorofhopeflo.com

Sunday Service 11am
Livestream on Facebook @anchorofhopeflo

BAHA’I FAITH OF FLORENCE 
“What is Baha’i, and Why?” 2nd Monday 7:00 pm

Interfaith Devotions 4th Monday 7:00 pm
Info and meeting location: 541-590-0779 

Zoom link on Facebook: Florence Baha’i Community
All ARE WELCOME!

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
4590 Hwy. 101 N, across from Fred Meyer-

541 997-7418
SUNDAY SERVICES - Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM; Worship 10:45 AM;
High School Youth 7- 9 PM

MID-WEEK- Women’s Bible Study-Tuesday 
10:00-Noon and Thursday

7:00-8:00PM; Men’s Bible Study Thursday 
8:00-9:30 AM; Middle

School Youth Wed. 7-9 PM.
Sunday Worship streams live at Community Baptist 

Church Facebook Page

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Corner of 10th & Maple- 541-997-3533

Sunday Services 9am
1st Service in person

 Sunday Services 11am
2nd Service in person & livestreamed

Wednesday kids/youth night is at 6:30 
NOT livestreamed.

https://www.florencecrossroadag.org/church-online
Other platforms update after the service.

florencecrossroadag.org 
office@florencecrossroadag.org

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2nd & Ivy  -  541-997-2961  -   Non-Denominational

Service is on Sunday at 10:00 am  
Sunday Service also streaming live at 10am 

at florencechurch.com

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
FELLOWSHIP

87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road
RUAUU?  Come explore the answer with us.

Sunday Worship Services ~ 10:00am
www.florenceuuf.com

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School for adults is at 9:00 a.m.

Online services at 
 www.florenceunitedmethodist.org 

or find us on Facebook.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH
1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.
Sunday Service 10:00 am  

Wednesday Bible Study returns this Fall.
Website: florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN E.L.C.A.
NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.

“Serving Christ by serving others.”
21st & Spruce Streets—(541) 997-8113

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m.
Online services available on our FaceBook, YouTube, 

and website: www.florencenewlifelutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
3996 N Hwy 101       541-997-7136

Internet and in person Sunday Services at 10:30am,
Adult Sunday School is at 9:30am.

 Call the church for details. 
Reverend Greg Wood

All Welcome. Come as you are.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  
(QUAKERS)

“War is still not the answer.” FCNL
We meet Sunday’s at 11am in our homes.

Call 541-515-8191 for locations.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, L.C.M.S.

Worship Services 10 am  •  Bible Study 9:00 am
Pastor Steve Waterman

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 
Facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchFlorence

www.puppro.wixite.com/rlcflorence

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL
Church Welcomes You

Worship Sun. 10am Wed 11am 2135 19th St.
541-997-6600 standrewssecretary19@gmail.com  

Labyrinth & Garden daily 8am-5pm
“Be the change.”

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312
Mass Times: Daily: Tue, Wed, Fri 9:00 AM

Adoration & Confession Fri 9:30-10:30 AM
Saturday 5:30 PM and Sunday 11:00 AM

Fr. Amir Welcomes All to Attend

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
4 lines, approx 15 words, $15 a week • 4 week Minimum 

• Deadline: Tuesday end of day one week prior

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Sports Lover’s Tour Ultimate Baseball Tour
Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

$99 Installation* Does not include cost of material. Offer expires 4/30/2022

15% off Total Purchase* 
* This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this 
offer: employees of Leafguard or affi liated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previ-
ous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former 
Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. 
Sales tax does not qualify for discount.  This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, 
discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to 
end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 2/28/25.

Call now for your free estimate! 
Financing available 1.877.300.7977

Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good
No clogging*, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

Receive a $50 Visa Card 
with your FREE 
in-home estimate

Receive a $50 Visa Card 
with your FREE 
in-home estimate

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who 
attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 
consultation and choose to make a purchase will receive 
a $50 VISA card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored 
by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. 
Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter 
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 
years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, 
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete 
presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID 
and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following 
persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Com-
pany or affi liated companies or entities, their immediate 
family members, previous participants in a Company 
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all 
current and former Company customers. Card may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that 
Company may substitute a card of equal or greater val-
ue if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the 
participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed 
within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided 
at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other 
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored 
or promoted by VISA and is subject to change without 
notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, 
NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. 
Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. 
Expires 2/28/25.
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Oregon in Oregon 
under license number 223377
* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your 
home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-855-839-0752

130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 3/31/25. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

Join us on Feb. 2 for 
a special service where 
Deborah Larson will lead us 
in a celebration to honor our 
companion animals for the 
wonderful blessings they are 
in our lives. Well-behaved 
dogs are welcome to attend 

and come up to receive a 
special acknowledgement/
blessing.

Treats and ceremonial 
flower essences will be 
available for all to take 
home and bless those not 
able to be here on Sunday. 

We will also highlight the 
Oregon Coast Humane 
Society, our community 
partner for the months of 
January-February.   

Location: Florence 
Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship - 87738 
Highway 101 at Heceta 
Beach Road Doors open at 
9:30 a.m and service begins 
at 10 a.m.

For more information, 
please contact: Sally Wantz 
- Florence.Unitarian@gmail.
com

On Jan. 8, from left, 
returning Dunes City Mayor 
Ed McGuire, and councilors 
Larry Farnsworth, Duke 
Wells and Chris Clemons 
were sworn in by Dunes City 

Recorder Lila Timmons. 
Dunes City council meet-

ings are typically held on the 
first and third Wednesday 
of each month, but January 
meetings were moved to the 

second and fourth week to 
accommodate the holidays.  
Meetings are held in Dunes 
City Hall at 82877 Spruce 
Street in Dunes City and 
meetings statrt at 6 p.m.

Florence UU Fellowship 
will host its annual Blessing 
of the Animals Ceremony

Dunes City swears in 
mayor, councilors

Jeremy C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek’s 
priorities for the new legisla-
tive session focus on staying 
the course in addressing 
homelessness and housing 
supply, mental health and 
addiction care, and improv-
ing outcomes for Oregon 
K-12 students, according to a 
release from Kotek’s office.

Kotek said she supports 
investments aligned with her 
recommended budget and 
looks forward to continued 
engagement with legislators 
on additional topics, such as 
a comprehensive transporta-
tion package, stable funding 
for the Oregon Health Plan, 
child welfare outcomes, 
addressing the public defense 
crisis, and wildfire suppres-
sion and community resil-
ience funding.

“This legislative session 
carries a clear charge for all 
of us: to tackle problems 
with purpose and embrace 
opportunities for change 
together,” Kotek said. “As 
we talk today about big 
ideas, we can’t forget why 
we’re here: Oregonians who 
don’t know where they’ll 
sleep tonight. The person in 
our lives who wants mental 
health care and can’t get it. 
Children who are brimming 
with promise and who rely 
on us to get their educa-
tion right. Hard working 
Oregonians who are won-
dering how they’re going to 
make ends meet. We’re here 
because we have the oppor-
tunity to make their lives bet-
ter, now and in the future.”

BUILDING ON 
PROGRESS 
TO ADDRESS 

HOMELESSNESS 
AND HOUSING 

SUPPLY
Kotek said her housing 

and homelessness agenda 
this session will build on her 
successful track record of 
getting people off the streets 
and increasing housing 
production. 

The governor’s priorities 
include legislation that sup-
ports increased production 
of “middle housing” options, 
stronger pathways to home 
ownership, and the estab-
lishment of a tribal housing 
grant program. She said she 
will also support setting up 
statewide shelter program 
standards and establishing 
a program that funds water, 
wastewater, stormwater, and 
transportation infrastructure 
needed for new housing 
production.

STRENGTHENING 
MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTION 

CARE
Kotek said her vision is 

to make mental health and 
addiction care accessible no 
matter where you live and 
what you can afford, adding 
that her behavioral health 
agenda will close gaps in the 
current system and expand 
access to the types of care 
that Oregonians need.

“To meet the grow-
ing need, Oregon needs 
a vibrant workforce,” 
Kotek states in the release. 

“Organizations are not oper-
ating at full capacity because 
they do not have an ade-
quate workforce to meet cur-
rent demand, particularly for 
individuals with the highest 
level of acuity.”

 Kotek said she is pri-
oritizing investments in 
Oregon’s workforce and 
increasing capacity, con-
currently, and has directed 
her team to develop a new 
model of permanent support-
ive housing that can more 
effectively serve people with 
serious mental health needs 
who can live independently 
with enhanced on-site 
services.

IMPROVING 
OUTCOMES 
FOR OREGON 
STUDENTS

The governor said her 
education agenda will better 
resource Oregon schools and 
hold them accountable for 
the outcomes that students 
and families deserve.

To create as much fiscal 
certainty for school districts 
as possible, Kotek said she 
worked last year to increase 
the current service level for 
the State School Fund by 
$600 million, leading to a 
historic total investment of 
$11.36 billion in the gover-
nor’s recommended budget. 

Kotek said her proposal 
will codify an updated pro-
cess for calculating the State 
School Fund to provide 
more accurate and predict-
able funding for K-12 public 
education across Oregon. 
Increased investment must 
come with better outcomes 
for Oregon students, accord-
ing to the release. The focal 
point of the governor’s 2025 
education agenda is deeper 
accountability for districts, 
schools, and the state. 

STAYING THE 
COURSE

This session, the Oregon 
Legislature will pass budgets 
for the next two years. The 
governor said she supports 
the recommended budget she 
released in December that 
builds on the progress from 
her first two years in office.

ADDITIONAL 
PRIORITIES

Other legislative priori-
ties include stable funding 
for wildfire mitigation and 
suppression, and a trans-
portation package that fully 
funds the operations and 
maintenance of Oregon’s 
transportation system.

Kotek said she also will 
support legislation that 
advances Oregon’s climate 
resilience, improves state 
government operations, and 
reduces consumer costs.

Governor announces 
legislative priorities

Tina Kotek
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Do you part and volunteer today to help 
support these organizations in our community.

Peace Harbor Volunteers

DOING GOOD . GIVING BACK
VOLUNTEER AT PEACEHEALTH PEACE HARBOR MEDICAL CENTER
Do you have a desire to serve your community? Peace Harbor 
Medical Center may be the place for you. At Peace Harbor, we strive 
to provide compassionate, high quality, accessible health care and 
to promote a healthy community. We value having community 
volunteers in various aspects throughout the healthcare system. 

For more information and to obtain an application 
visit the Gift Shop or Front Lobby Desk at 

Peace Harbor Medical  Center at 400 9th Street, Florence, Oregon. 

Us Too Florence

Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who 
understands!”
541-997-6626 • maribob@oregonfast.net 
www.ustooflorence.org

To include your 
organization in 

this directory 
please call us 

@ 541-997-3441

Come take a look at our 
ever changing inventory!

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

231 Horseshoe Bend • $310,000
1 Bdrm, 1 Bath, 648 sqft. 2024 Park Model with 
additional building for guests, and another build-
ing for laundry. #3598-24607041

wrestlers also had their share 
of success over the weekend. 
Wartnik said that Siuslaw’s ath-
letes competed “very well.” 

“We crowned two champions 
in the girls tournament, Macali 
Lade at 120 pounds and Danin 
Lacouture at 140 pounds,” 
Wartnik said. “Both were domi-
nant in all their matches.”

In addition to first-place fin-
ishes for Lade and Lacouture, 
Vikings wrestler Abby Riggs 
placed second at 115, nearly 
defeating last year’s 110-pound 
state champion Emma Lee 
Brissette in the finals. En route 
to the final, Riggs won her three 
matches by fall. Though she 
didn’t come away on top of the 
podium, it was still a strong 
showing. 

One of the highlights for 
Wartnik was the performance of 
freshman Hailey Taylor. Despite 
being in her first year of high 
school wrestling, Taylor placed 
2nd in the girls tournament at 105 
pounds. Wartnik also shouted out 
freshman Aris Lade, who took 
first place in the boys JV 165 
weight class, and junior Ali Ijaz, 
who placed second in the JV 157 
weight class.

“She did an amazing job for her 
level of experience,” Wartnik said. 
“These three individuals deserve 
kudos.”

For the boys, senior Jacob 
Mann continued his dominant sea-
son, “destroying his opponents” 
on his way to a championship in 
the 215-pound weight class. In the 
final, Mann took down Elmira’s 
Jonah Cooper, the second-seeded 
wrestler in the tournament. Other 
standouts from the boy’s Vikings 
wrestling team were Chuck 
Nelson and Gage Mills, who each 
added 5th-place finishes. 

The Vikings still have some 
meets left before the end of the 
season, but it won’t be long 
before state qualification time 
arrives. The Special District 2 
Championship will be held at 
Elmira High School Feb. 22. 

Wrestling
From Page B1

During breaks in action 
there was a Salty the Sailor 
Dance-off and a raffle with 
prizes donated by Westlake 
Resort, The Green Room, 
Old World Gingerbread 
Village, Homegrown 
Brewery and Public House, 
the Willamette Valley 
Jaguars, Fishing Guide Rick 
Barrows and the Hukilau. 

Both Mapleton basketball 
teams have started the league 
season on a roll with the 
girls in first place at 5-0 (9-5 
overall) and the boys 5-1 
(8-6 overall).

Family
From Page B1

Following the loss, 
Siuslaw dropped to fourth in 
the Far West, slipping below 
South Umpqua and Douglas, 
who each won their first 
league games. Douglas beat 
Coquille 52-25 on Jan. 17, 
while South Umpqua beat 
Glide 52-39 on the same day. 
After the first day of league 
play, the Far West stand-
ings for boys basketball 

stood at:
1. Sutherlin
2. South Umpqua 
3. Douglas 
4. Siuslaw 
5. Coquille 
6. Glide 
Though it may look 

like a significant drop, the 
Vikings still held a better 

overall record (9-6) than 
both Douglas (7-8) and 
South Umpqua (7-6) ahead 
of Siuslaw’s Jan. 24 game 
against Coquille. 

Results of the Jan. 24 
game against Coquille and 
the Jan. 28 game against 
South Umpqua were not 
known at time of press time.  

Vikings
From Page A1

 Mapleton girls basketball players before their 
game vs Crow, from left, Lucie Burruss, Abbi 
Galvan-Mendez, Natalee Stevens, Helen Burruss 
and Morgan Milbrett.

1st - Pearl Jensen
2nd - Cameryn Crockett
3rd - Sophia Stymans

BOYS
Ages 8 & 9
1st - Seaton Atkinson
2nd - Kolby Bond
3rd - Michael Ory-Remer
Ages 10 & 11
1st - Lloyd Riggs
2nd - Tristan Hudson
3rd - Nick Duman
Ages 12 & 13
1st -  Miles Decker
2nd - Kingston Riddle
3rd - Wyatt Fraze

 Lecturing Knight Lisa 
Brenner -organized the event, 
Michael Ory-Remer and

Exalted Ruler George 

Bandy. (Not all of the win-
ners are pictured as many of 
them had to run off for more 
school activities!)

Hoop
From Page B1
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TR Hunter Real Estate
1749 Highway. 101, Florence OR 97439

www.trhunter.com
541-997-1200 • 800-210-7453 

89402 North Ln • $380,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 960 SqFt. North lakes area home on 
.5 acre. Nicely updated home with room for gardening. 
#3558-24445997

3760 Hwy 101 #26 - $80,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 924 SqFt. Updated home with newer 
heating, paint and flooring. Split bedrooms for privacy. 
Come see it! #3610-24660244

11801 E Mapleton Rd. - $699,900
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2418 SqFt. Secluded living on 2.75 
acres with a quarter mile of river frontage on the 
Siuslaw River. #3603-24320221

85287 Hemlock St - $849,000
6 Bdrms, 3.5 Baths, 4414 SqFt. Ideal for multi-gener-
ational living on almost 19 acres. New paint, carpet, 
lighting and flooring. #3563-24062108

5218 Dunewood Dr • $865,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2120 sqft. New Construction Jan 
2025, on 0.4 ac in the Reserve at Heceta Lake, with a 
3-car garage. #3576-24348410

25 Yearling Ct - $839,000
3 bdrm, 2 bath, 2,076 sqft living area. 3-bay, 780sqft 
attached garage. 0.33 acre cul-de-sac location. #3521-
24314234

4817 Laguna Ave. - $649,000
3 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 1065 SqFt. Four tax lots 0.23 ac each. 
Beautiful Siltcoos Lake view property in Westlake. 
#3609-24665428

87735 Hwy 101 #10 • $35,000
1 Bdrm, 1 Bath, 420 sqft. Furnished single-wide, minutes 
from the beach. $566/month covers water, septic, and 
garbage. Park approval required. #3597-24496802

6007 View Lp. - $629,000
3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, 1932 Sqft. Wonderful tri-level home with Mercer views, deeded access, and RV 
parking. #3618-315828313

1600-92 Rhododendron Dr. - $265,000
3 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 1370 Sqft. Coastal living in Greentrees 55+ park. Detached garage, ADA accessible, 
fenced yard with garden. #3619- 572821444

133 Shoreline Dr. - $852,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2120 Sqft. New Construction in Shelter Cove! Quality craftsmanship and finishes. 
3 bay garage with paved parking for boat storage. #3620-575874537

89454 Kezar Ln • $375,000
2 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 930 SqFt. Mapleton 4.3 ac mini farm, mountain views, huge shop/barn. Private, 
upgrades in home! #3547-24091956

88416 1st Ave #136 • $399,000
Oceanfront, 3 bdrm, 2 bath condo at Driftwood Shores! Fully furnished with granite counters, electric 
fireplace, and spacious deck. #3593-24667809

1601-536 Rhododendron Dr. - $446,500
3 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 1840 SqFt. Beautiful Greentrees West home with river views. 2 sun rooms, both 
living and family rooms. #3616-24495373

3760 Hwy 101 #17 • $80,000
2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 924 sqft. Well cared for home with large windows on an extra-large lot in the 
Wayside RV Park. #3594-24076466

1601-516 Rhododendron Dr • $295,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 924 SqFt. Gated community. Charming interior with bedrooms on opposite ends. 
Covered deck. Detached 2-car garage. #3591-24167720

Price Reduced

Price Reduced

Price Reduced

Price Reduced

Price Reduced

New Listing New Listing

New Listing

100 Rhododendron Dr • $949,900
3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, 1952sqft. Riverfront home with 
3-car garage and RV parking pad. Potential for a boat 
ramp and dock. #3537-24452689

865 Western Way - $535,000
3 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 2640 SqFt. Florentine home with 
chef's kitchen, and 40'x28' garage with 14' RV door. 
#3584-24217975

1980 Willow Lp - $410,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1300 SqFt. Secluded flag lot minutes 
from Old Town. RV and boat parking on a quarter acre. 
#3611-24430582

Tim Sapp
Owner / 

Principal Broker
541 999-8230

Richard Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-6677

Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-2151

Crystell Wise
Principal Broker, 
CRS, SRS, SRES

541 991-9487

Kyle Lewis
Broker

541 991-6728

Aileen Sapp
Broker, SRS, 

SRES
541 999-5396

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

Kelsey Peterson
Broker

541-999-2584

Wendy Krause
Broker

541 999-7765

Mike Blankenship
Broker, 

ABR, SRS
541 991-7826

Brandi Hart
Broker

541 999-2671

Nichole Lewis
Broker

541 999-8786

Heidi White
Broker

541 600-6058

4881 Gloria Gayle Way - $539,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1440 SqFt. 2015 built with a large 
kitchen, gas fireplace, and 24x28 garage with sauna 
on .43 acre. #3606- 24477118
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