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Oregon Coast come togetherOregon Coast come together
Award Winning Chowder - Pizza - Breakfast, Lunch and DinnerAward Winning Chowder - Pizza - Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

88416 1st Avenue, Florence, OR • 541-902-6447

Experience Florence’s 
only oceanfront 

dining, lodging and 
event venue!

541.997.7777541.997.7777
“WE’RE NEXT TO THE BRIDGE.” “WE’RE NEXT TO THE BRIDGE.” 

100 HWY. 101100 HWY. 101
SEE ALL FLORENCE LISTINGS AT CBCOAST.COM

COAST REAL ESTATE

FEATURED OFFERINGS IN AND AROUND FLORENCE
OLD TOWN COTTAGE 1 BLOCK TO RIVEROLD TOWN COTTAGE 1 BLOCK TO RIVER

4948 Oceana Dr.
$459,900$459,900

IDYLEWOOD HARDWOOD FLOORS & BUILT-INSIDYLEWOOD HARDWOOD FLOORS & BUILT-INS LARGE GREENTREES HOME W/RV PORTLARGE GREENTREES HOME W/RV PORT

#673 Greentrees West
$398,000$398,000

289 Harbor St.
$495,000$495,000

83591 Sauter Drive
$799,000$799,000
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By TONY REED
The Siuslaw News

In a final presentation before 
it went before the School Board 
Feb. 11, Siuslaw High School 
Principal Mike Harklerode 
explained the reasoning for a 
bond measure to construct a 
new high school and renovate 
the elementary school. 

As the Vice-Chair of the 
Facilities Advisory Committee, 
Harklrode and Committee 
Chair Bob Orr have given 
many presentations to local 
groups in the last six months, 
to inform voters about the 
deteriorating condition of the 
high school and much-needed 
improvements to the middle 
school. 

Harklerode said the 
Committee is in a “holding pat-
tern” until it can get one more 

FROM WLFEA

The Western Lane Crisis 
Response Program (WLCR) 
has been awarded the 
Outstanding Special 
District Program 
Award from the 
Special Districts 
Association of 
Oregon (SDAO) 
in recognition 
of its outstand-
ing service, 
innovation, 
and com-
mitment to 
supporting 
individuals 
and families in 
crisis throughout 
Western Lane 
County.

The award, 
presented by SDAO at its 
2026 Annual Conference in 
Seaside, Oregon highlights 
special districts and programs 
across Oregon that demonstrate 

excellence in public service 
and measurable positive impact 
in their communities. Western 
Lane Crisis Response was 

selected for its dedi-
cation to providing 
timely, compassion-
ate, and effective 
crisis intervention 
services, as well as 
its strong partner-
ships with local 
governments, 
first responders, 
and community 
organizations.

“This recog-
nition from the 

Special Districts 
Association 
of Oregon is a 

meaningful 
affirmation 
of the critical 

work our staff and volunteers 
do every day,” said WLCR 
Program Manager Melissa 

School board 
approves 
bond 
language

SIUSLAW NEWS STAFF

At its regular Feb 11 meet-
ing, the Siuslaw School District 
Board of Directors unanimously 
approved the language of a bond 
measure which, if approved by 
voters, will result in the con-
struction of a new high school, 
major improvements to the ele-
mentary school and construction 
of a dedicated bus lane between 
the schools. The board also 
approved language allowing the 
district to receive $6.126 million 
in state matching grant money, 
should the bond measure pass. 
Bonds for the project would be 
issued in a principal amount not 
to exceed $139 million.  

Directors had little discussion 
on the matter before reading the 
resolution into the record. 

The resolution said the board 
has determined a need to finance 
capital costs for safety improve-
ments, including the joint 
funding of safety improvements 
and has applied for the Oregon 
School Capital Improvement 
Match for a $6.126 million grant 
if voters approve general obliga-
tion bonds. 

The District anticipates incur-
ring expenditures to finance the 
project and will reimburse itself 
from the proceeds of general 
obligation bonds which may be 
issued as tax-exempt obliga-
tions, subject to voter approval.

“A measure election is hereby 
called for the purpose of sub-
mitting to the electors of the 
District the question of authoriz-
ing general obligation bonds,” 
the resolution declares.

The form will be delivered to 
the Election Officer of Lane and 
Douglas Counties, Oregon not 
later than February 27, 2026, 
which is 81 days prior to the 
election date. 

According to the resolu-
tion, the law firm of Hawkins 
Delafield & Wood LLP, is 
hereby appointed to serve as 
Bond Counsel with respect to 
the issuance of the Bonds. 

Piper Sandler & Co. is 
hereby appointed to serve as 
Underwriter or Placement Agent 
with respect to the issuance of 
the Bonds. According to the 
resolution’s Exhibit A, bonds 
may be issued in multiple series; 
each maturing within 30 years 
from issuance. 

The estimated annual tax 
rate would be $2.75 per $1,000 
of assessed value. The actual 
levy rate may differ due to 
final interest rates and changes 
in assessed value (not market 
value). 

To find your properties 
assessed value, go online to 
https://lcmaps.lanecounty.org/
propertysearchnew/

Officials say a teenager 
who was reported missing 
Feb 3 from Eugene may be 
in the Florence area. Eugene 
Police Department Information 
Officer Melinda McLaughlin 
said Monday morning that the 
case is still active and the teen 
has not been located.

Michael M. Newton, age 16, 
went missing last week and 
Oregon Department of Human 
Services personnel say he 
may be at risk. Officials hope 
to locate him and assess his 
safety. According to ODHS, 

he may be traveling with his 
mother in Cottage Grove, 
Mapleton or Florence. He is 
5 feet 9 inches tall, at 240 
pounds, with dark brown hair 
and blue-grey eyes. 

As of press time Feb. 12, 
there have been no new 
reports or information. 

If you see him in the county, 
make note of the location, 
call EPD at 541 682 5111 
and refer to case number 
26-02698. If you see Newton 
in Florence, please call 541 
997 3515. 

Western Lane Crisis Response Program awarded

FAC Vice-chair Mike Harklerode speaks to a group in the high school library about the 
proposed replacement of the high school building. Tony Reed photo. 

FAC presents last pitch for new high school

Missing Teen may be 
in Florence area

See AWARD, Page A6

See FAC, Page A7

From Left to Right, Cindy Gentry, WLCR Program Assistant 
Manager, Melissa House, WLCR Program Mananger, Kristy 
Simmons, WLCR Client Advocate, Lori Oltman, WLCR Crisis 
Responder.
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Adam Skinner , Sales

Come take a look at 
our ever changing 
inventory!

BUD’S UPHOLSTERY
Boat Tops & CarsBoat Tops & Cars

New Address: 87637 Hwy. 101, Florence 
• ½ mile North of Fred Meyer 

541-997-4856
11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

Over
55 Years
Experience

• Complete 
auto & boat 
interiors

• Canvas work
Make Your 

Appointment Now!

541-997-8885

Has it been 5 years or more since your 
tank was pumped? Then it’s time!

Call us to today to schedule an appointment.

Check Today’s paper for a coupon good on your next service.

Lowest Prices Guaranteed—We will match any competitors price !

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Heidi White
Broker

541-600-60581600-113 Rhododendron Dr. 
$158,000

2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 924 SqFt. Excellent oppor-
tunity to bring in a new manufactured home. 
Call agent for buyer incentive details. #3705-
730692234

Buying or Selling? I can help!

CAL APPLEBEE, 
CONTRIBUTOR

The South Willamette 
Valley Honor Flight 
(SWVHF) is holding 
a fundraising raffle in 
Florence, utilizing a prize 
with a unique connection 
to military heritage – a 
commemorative Daisy 
Adult Red Ryder BB gun 
featuring an Honor Flight 
challenge coin within the 
stock. This BB gun is a 
current production version 
of the legendary youth 
sized Red Ryder produced 
originally starting in 1940. 
The adult version features 
a larger frame and stock.

In the 1960’s the Daisy 
Company partnered with 
the United States Army 
to develop a model to be 
used for training recruits 
in the art of ‘instinct 
shooting”. It featured the 
larger frame, larger adult 
sized stock, and lacked 
both front and rear sights. 
The goal was to train 
shooters to not take the 
time to ‘sight’ the enemy 
through the front and rear 
sights, but to simply point 
and shoot. The training 
included small metal disc 
targets tossed into the air, 
and as the shooter grew 
more proficient, decreased 
sized targets were used. 
The Army’s program 
was called “quick kill”, 
and Daisy would go on 
to produce a version for 
the civilian market called 
“Quick Skill”.

The SWVHF program 
has sponsored honor 
flights for Veterans to 
Washington DC twice 
annually for the past few 
years. For 2026, due to 
funding challenges, only 
a fall trip is scheduled for 
September. Only 100 raffle 
tickets at $5.00 each will 
be sold for the raffle pack-
age valued around $100 
that includes an OD canvas 
strap, shooting glasses and 
a shooting gallery.  Tickets 
can be purchased directly 
from Board Member Steve 
Baggin by calling 815-
512-2506, or in person by 
attending Monday morning 
coffee gatherings of the 

Band of Brothers who 
meeting 11:30 a.m. at the 
Florence Elks Lodge.

PATTON COMES 
TO FLORENCE

Although not the legend-
ary and colorful General 
George S. Patton Jr. of 
WWII fame, Ben Patton is 
in fact his grandson. And 
although Ben Patton never 
served in the military as 
did his grandfather and 
even his own father, also 
General George Patton, IV 
of Korea and Vietnam era, 
he has a commitment to 
those who have served in 
our nation’s armed forces.

In 2011 Ben Patton 
started Patton Veterans 
Project film making work-
shops designed to bring 
Veterans together in a 
collaboration to create a 
short film addressing the 
struggles and challenges 
they have faced since leav-
ing military service.  The 
program utilizes profes-
sionals from the film and 
movie industry to coach 
and guide the Veterans in 
the two day workshop, 
resulting in multiple short 
feature films featuring the 
Veterans themselves.

	 Since its incep-
tion, the non-profit has 
conducted nearly one 
hundred workshops 
around the United States 
and even Isreal, and 
most recently In Eugene, 
Oregon at the University 
of Oregon in January of 
this year. Partnering with 
Will Wagner, Community 
Engagement & Partnership 

Coordinator for the VA, a 
workshop is scheduled for 
Florence in early May of 
2026 at the Siuslaw Area 
Resource Center. More 
information can be found 
by contacting Wagner at: 
William.Wagner4@va.gov.

A ‘HABIT’ OF HELPING 
VETERANS

Our community is full of 
organizations which reach 
out to the Veterans among 
us, and non-profit Florence 
Habitat for Humanity is 
one of them. They offer 
a variety of programs 
designed to make the 
Veteran’s home safer and 
more comfortable, in 
addition to a Veteran dis-
count at the ReStore every 
Friday.

Partnering with 
American Red Cross, they 
install smoke alarms under 
the Home Fire Campaign, 
making the Veteran’s home 
safer to reside in. In addi-
tion, ADA compliant door 
handles are replaced with 
lever handle devices, mak-
ing mobility more comfort-
able for the Veteran and 
their family.

A more beneficial pro-
gram offered is the Ramps 
and Rails program, which 
includes handicap acces-
sibility modifications such 
as wheelchair ramps, grab-
bars and handrails. Only 
metal ramps are utilized 
ensuring longer life of the 
improvement. A Veteran 
needs to call and discuss 
their personal needs to 
schedule for this pro-
gram as there is a waiting 
period.

One of the more signifi-
cant programs is the Roof 
Replacement program in 
which the local chapter 
partners with legendary 

Owens Corning Company 
for one Veteran home 
per year in the chapter’s 
service area. The program 
covers replacement of roof 
covering only and does not 
include repairs needed due 
to existing structural dam-
age. There is an applica-
tion and approval process 
to determine the Veteran’s 
qualification. This program 
can substantially ease the 
burden for the Veteran in 
today’s high-cost of con-
struction prices.

All of these programs 
are administered locally 
through Construction 
Supervisor Mike Long 
who can be reached at 
541-902-9227 to obtain 
detailed information 
for qualification and 
application.

VETERAN PROFILE 
– RICHARD LEWIS

One of the things I 
most enjoy about my time 
volunteering with the 
Florence Band of Brothers 
is getting to know some of 
our communities’ Veterans, 
such as Richard Lewis. I 

first met Richard back in 
2016 when then-mayor Joe 
Henry ‘drafted’ Richard 
to be the photographer 
for our Coast Guard City 
Appreciation Dinner. He 
was phenomenal in the 
way he went about his 
task, and generated some 
great photos of those in 
attendance as we cele-
brated our Station Siuslaw 
USCG members.

	 Since that time, 
I also ‘drafted’ Richard 
to become the photog-
rapher for our annual 
Veterans Day parade – it 
wasn’t hard to get him 
on-board! Since then he 
and his wife Sharron have 
covered both our parade 
staging process at Florence 
Christian Church as well 
as the parade itself down 
through Bay Street in Old 
Town. It is a valued asset 
in our annual effort to 
honor the Veterans in our 
community.

Born at Fort Presidio in 
San Francisco while his 
father was stationed there, 
the family returned to 
Puerto Rico where Richard 
grew up, until returning 
stateside in 1959.

Richard entered his 
military service in 1964 at 
age 18 when he enlisted in 
the United States Marine 
Corps in San Diego, 
California. Military her-
itage is rich in Richards 
family. His father had 
served our nation in the 
United States Army both 

in WWII as well as Korea. 
His sister was an Army 
medic, and his son John 
was in Army Airborne. 
Richard would become an 
infantryman in Vietnam, 
manning an M-60 machine 
gun. He celebrated his 
19th birthday in a rice 
patty in Vietnam. He 
would serve two terms 
there.

 A battle experience 
that took place in August 
of 1966 during Operation 
Starlite near Van Tuong 
would cement his rela-
tionship with God, and 
that relationship continues 
today.

Following his return 

stateside, Richard served 
back at Camp Pendleton 
as noncommissioned 
officer in charge of Brig 
Control. He discharged 
while at Marine Corps 
Base Camp Pendleton in 
1968 and would go on to 
attend college majoring 
in Horticulture, becoming 
certified in Entomology, 
followed by a career 
with the Department of 
Defense. His home base 
was Beale Air Force Base 
in California, but he would 
also spend time at Kadena 
Air Force Base in Japan 
before retiring in 2001.

Like so many of our 
Veterans, he maintains 
friendships forged long 
ago with his military 
brothers with whom he 
served, such as Tomas 
Arenas from El Paso, 
Texas. They are close and 
stay in regular contact.

Richard and his wife 
Sharron retired to Florence 
where he is active not only 
in the Veteran community, 
but the overall Florence 
community as well. He 
currently serves as Vice 
Commander for DAV 
Chapter 23, is a mem-
ber of VFW Post 3232, 
and active in the weekly 
Florence Band of Brothers 
meetings. He has served 
in his Home Owners 
Association for multiple 
years, as well as Florence 
Christian Church. In addi-
tion to his life-long hobby 
in photography, he also has 

an interest that can sting 
you if not careful – apicul-
ture – specifically honey 
bees!

At our weekly Band of 
Brothers coffee mornings, 
I regularly enjoy his stories 
of childhood as an Army 
brat growing up in both 
Puerto Rico as well as 
stateside, and both his mil-
itary life and professional 
life. They’re not only edu-
cational and interesting, 
but always delivered with 
a smile, sparkle in his eye 
and an upbeat attitude.

Thank you for your ser-
vice Richard, both to our 
nation years ago, and to 
our community today.

VETERAN’S VIEWPOINT

Honor Flight Fundraiser – it’s a Daisy!

Florence Area Veteran Service Organizations:
American Legion Post 59

https://americanlegionpost59.com/
PH#  541-991-3240

Disabled American Veterans Chapter 23
https://davwebsites.dav.org/or/23/SystemPages/Home.aspx

PH#  541-604-5919
Veterans of Foreign Wars post 3232

https://vfw3232.org/
PH#  530-872-0771
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A member of the National Newspaper Association 
and Oregon Newspaper Publishers Association. 

Periodicals postage paid at Florence, Ore. 
Postmaster, send address changes to: 

Country Media, P.O. Box 35, Salem, OR 97301.

OFFICE HOURS
Siuslaw News office is closed to in-person service.

Call 541-997-3441 - Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY EDITION

General news releases, Classified line ads, Legal Notice
WEDNESDAY end of day one week prior.

Display ads, WEDNESDAY, 10 a.m. one week prior
Please submit press releases to

treed@countrymedia.net

NEWSPAPER
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
1 year subscription | $90
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Monthly Subscription | $10

E-Edition Online Only
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Monthly Subscription | $9
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OUR STAFF
Joe Warren | Director of Publication 

jwarren@countrymedia.net

Alyson Davis | Office Manager 
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Gary Winterholler | Multi-Media Sales Consultant 
541.902.3529 | gwinterholler@countrymedia.net 

Tony Reed | Editor 
541 999 5197 | treed@countrymedia.net

WHERE TO WRITE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY
The Siuslaw News welcomes Letters to the Editor and Guest View-
points as part of a community discussion of issues on the local, state 
and national level. Letters are subject to editing for length, grammar 
and clarity. Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and depends 
on space available and the volume of letters received.

Email letters to treed@countrymedia.net

TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION:
 Letters must address pertinent or timely issues of interest to our 
readers at-large. In addition:
• Letters reflect the opinion of the writer. The Siuslaw News cannot
verify the accuracy of all statements made in letters. Authors should 
ensure any information is accurate, fair and not from second-hand 
knowledge or hearsay, and include sources where possible.
• Letters have a suggested 300-word limit and may be edited for 
grammar and clarity. Occasionally letters will be longer.
• Authors must sign their full name and include their street address 
(only city will be printed), as well as a daytime phone number and/
or email address for verification. The person who signs the letter 
must be the actual author. Siuslaw News does not accept anonymous 
Letters to the Editor.
• Siuslaw News will not print form letters, libelous letters, business
promotions or personal disputes, poetry, open letters, letters espous-
ing religious views without reference to a current issue, or letters 
considered in poor taste. Letters also may not be part of letter-writing
campaigns.
• Writers are limited to one published letter every two weeks.

TO SUBMIT TO THE SIUSLAW NEWS:
Emailed submissions are preferred. All letters need to include full 
name, address and phone number; only name and city will be print-
ed. Handwritten or typed letters must be signed.
The newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publisher and editor, 
reserves the right to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above 
criteria.

President Donald Trump
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414

TTY/TDD: 202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov

Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek
900 Court St., Suite 254
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047

503-378-4582
www.oregon.gov/gov

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden
202-224-5244 | 541-431-0229

www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley
202-224-3753 | 541-465-6750

www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. Rep. Val Hoyle (4th Dist.)
202-225-6416

www.hoyle.house.gov

State Sen. Dick Anderson 
(Dist. 5) 

503-986-1705
 Email: Sen.DickAnderson@

oregonlegislature.gov

State Rep. Boomer Wright 
(Dist. 9)

PO Box 39000 Florence, OR 
97439

503-986-1409 | 541-361-6042
Email: Rep.BoomerWright@

oregonlegislature.gov 

Lane County Dist. 1
Commissioner Ryan Ceniga

125 E. Eighth St.
Eugene, OR 97401

541-682-4203
Email: Ryan.Ceniga@co.lane.or.us

Florence City Council
Mayor Rob Ward & Councilors 

Mike Webb, Sally Wantz, 
Robert Carp & Jo Beaudreaux

Florence City Hall, 250 
Highway 101, Florence, 97439

541-997-3437
ci.florence.or.us

Dunes City Council
Mayor Ed McGuire & Councilors 

Duke Wells, Melissa Stinson, 
Susan Snow, Rich Olson, Chris 

Clemons, and Larry Farnsworth
Dunes City Hall, 82877 Spruce St., 

Westlake, OR 97493
541-997-3338
dunescity.gov
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LETTERS

POLICE LOG

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
At 8:37 a.m., a caller 

reported finding a phone 
and a car they had pur-
chased. Officers took pos-
session of the phone and 
placed it into evidence.

At 9:59 a.m., officers 
arrested two subjects 
in the 900 block of 
Greenwood for warrants 
from Florence Municipal 
Court.

At 3:14 p.m., a caller 
reported a vehicle west-
bound on Highway 26 

near mile marker five 
that was unable to stay in 
its lane. Officers waited 
at the city limits, but the 
vehicle did not arrive.

At 3:22 p.m., a caller 
reported finding a tablet in 
the area of Highway 101 
and 24th St. The tablet 
was placed into evidence 
at the police department.

At 8:13 p.m., officers 
responded to a two-vehi-
cle accident in the area of 
8th Street and Kenwood. 
Officers determined no 

injuries occurred, but 
developed probable cause 
for a DUI investiga-
tion. Marie Hayden was 
arrested for DUII.

WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 4.

At 10:53 a.m., a caller 
in the 3700 block of 
Highway 101 reported 
seeing a subject spraying 
something on the vehicle. 
Officers arrived to deter-
mine that the subject was 
actually spraying weeds 
near the vehicle. 

At 1:26 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1600 
block of 12th St. for a 
report of a dog that had 

been inside a vehicle for 
a long time. Prior to the 
officer’s arrival, the owner 
arrived and let the dog 
out.

At 2:26 p.m., a caller 
reported a subject in the 
200 block of Highway 
101 who appeared to be 
intoxicated getting into the 
driver’s side of a vehicle. 
Officers arrived and made 
contact with the subject 
and determined he was 
not under the influence. 
No further action was 
taken.

At 9:35 p.m., officers 
made contact with a 

The Florence Police Department 
responded to the following calls from 

February 3 to February 9

DEAR EDITOR,
Our Health System is 

Broken
It is not a matter of if we’ll 
need health care, but of 
when.
All other well-off coun-
tries have followed the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (1948), 
WHO’s International 
Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights 
(1966), and the Alma-Ata 
Declaration (1978) --- 
each declaring health care 
is a right, not a privilege. 
For 40 years as a physi-
cian, I’ve always worn this 
principle on my lapel.
But this principle is just 
aspiration in the USA.
* Many of us find it unfair 
if “they” get health insur-
ance for free.
* Having insurance does 
not guarantee health care, 
as insurance companies 
can deny claims for care 
while still collecting 
premiums.
* Having a nearby clinic 
and hospital does not 
guarantee health care, as 
hospitals can declare peo-
ple’s insurance to be out-
of-network. Also, hospitals 
can close less profitable 
services (e.g., palliative 
care).
* Hospital and medical 
debt causes 2/3rds of 
bankruptcies in the US.
* People avoid health care 
for fear that profit-centric 
hospitals will demand ALL 

their finances.
* Half of our 
$16,000-per-capita 
annual health bill is paid 
by US and Oregon via 
Medicare, Medicaid, VA, 
etc.. Canada spends half 
as much per person, but 
Canadians receive uni-
versal coverage, without 
added premiums, copays, 
deductibles, or denials.
Given our broken system, 
I see no resolution other 
than a single-payer sys-
tem, similar to Canada’s. 
The free market has failed 
at health insurance.
While my clinic caused 
zero bankruptcies, I can-
not treat everyone. I have 
to charge membership to 
pay rent for my humble 
office. But if health care 
for all Oregon (HCAO.
org) happened, I would 
gladly stop collecting 
membership fees to have 
and provide access to 
health care.

John Egar, 
Florence

DEAR EDITOR,
Trump Gets Away With 

Constant Lies
Trump says things that 

are false over and over 
& faces limited conse-
quences. Media rewards 
speed, outrage & click$ 
more than accuracy. False 
emotionally charged 
claims travel faster 
than truth. By the time 

fact-checks land, the head-
line moment has passed & 
the correction factor never 
spreads as far as the lies. 
Remember when: CBS 
CEO Leslie Moonves 
bragged during Trump’s 
1st run for the White 
House, “It may not be 
good for America, but it’s 
damn good for CBS, [T]
he money’s rolling in, [T]
his is going to be a very 
good year for us.”

Politicians stick to cer-
tain rules: consistency, 
evidence & apologies 
when wrong. Trump sim-
ply doesn’t, he is the rule! 
When you never admit 
error & never slow down, 
critics are stuck playing 
defense & catch-up all 
the time. Calling out lie 
#347 doesn’t matter when 
you’re now at lie #3347. 
Trump’s supporters/cult 
followers don’t see his 
statements as literal truth 
claims. They hear them as 
expressions of grievance, 
“the system is rigged”, 
“I’m on your side” & 
attacks enemies rather 
than factual descriptions. 
So fact-checking often 
misses the point for that 
tone-deaf audience; saying 
“that’s false” doesn’t land 
if the listener couldn’t 
care less if it’s a factual 
claim in the first place. 
Decades of declining 
trust in media, govern-
ment & experts means 
that pushback often gets 

tossed out as biased or 
corrupt. If you convince 
people ahead of time that 
referees are illegitimate, 
then every foul call looks 
suspect. Volume & rep-
etition is the strategy! 
When someone lies con-
stantly it overwhelms 
a system designed to 
respond to occasional 
dishonesty. Journalists, 
courts, and voters all 
have limited attention. 
The sheer amount creates 
exhaustion and normal-
ization. Repeat a lie often 
enough & it becomes the 
truth is a propaganda law 
often attributed to the 
Nazi, Joseph Goebbels. 
“That’s just how he talks” 
(Trump) is plain BS !

Pushback does exist 
in fact checks, court rul-
ings & investigations but 
consequences are slow, 
technical & boring com-
pared to bold claims made 
on a stage. Too many 
political actors benefit 
from not confronting him 
with vigor, it risks back-
lash from his base. Put 
together, it’s less no one 
notices & more that our 
system isn’t built to han-
dle someone who treats 
truth as optional. Trump’s 
political consultant, 
Kellyanne Conway first 
used the expression, 
“alternative facts”--those 
are just lies!

Jeff Gemutliche
Florence

See POLICE, Page A6
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OREGON COAST HUMANE SOCIETY
2840 Rhododendron Drive • Florence • 541-997-4277

 www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org 

Shelter hours are
10am - 5pm  

seven days a week

Thrift Store
1193 Bay Street
10am - 5pm
seven days a week

Sponored by:

FLORENCE SHIPPING SOLUTIONS
2006 Highway 101 • Florence, OR 97439 

Phone: 541-997-1118 • 541-997-1113
e-mail: florenceshipping@2006hwy101.com

ELVIS

Together we are changing the world four paws at a time!

Unlike his namesake, this cool cat avoids the 
limelight. At OCHS, you’ll find Elvis curled up 

on a high perch watching the world go by, and 
we’re sure he would love a sunny spot in your 
home and heart to continue doing just that. If 
you’d like to add this sweet, calm boy to your 

life, stop by the shelter or apply online.

A weekly roundup of shopping,
 savings and doings around town.

 

Call today to reserve your rental  

equipment located at  

 1550 6th Street & HWY 101 

Rentals are available on a daily, 

 weekly and monthly basis. 

Call 541-997-2653  

OPEN: MONDAY – FRIDAY 

8AM TO 5PM 

Honda Portable generators provide 
quiet power for camping, RVing, 

tailgating and more. 
Honda Home generators offer  

convenient,  
reliable back up power for outages. 

Honda Work generators are the 
number one choice in the  

construction and rental  industry. 

Florence Saw Shop is proud to be a 
qualified elite retailer of the Stihl 

product line. 

Our friendly and Certified Gold   
Technician is always ready to help you 
select the equipment that meets your 

specific needs.  

Your equipment comes fully  

assembled and ready to use.  

Repair Center 

Have a piece of equipment with 
a small engine that needs a  

tune-up, needs rebuilt, or just 
isn’t running like it should?  

Bring it into our small engine 
repair shop for a quote.  

We also sharpen chains. 

1550 6th St. & Hwy 101 541-997-9424
Monday—Saturday  10-5

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help

Mike Blankenship
Broker, ABR, SRS

541 991-7826

87830 Terrace View Dr. - $435,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1482 SqFt. Shop/Garage, RV 
Garage with 30 AMP, private covered deck, en-
closed sunroom/greenhouse. #3702-456128863

Local free workshop 
for DEQ Art Contest

All local K - 12 Siuslaw, Mapleton and 
homeschool students are encouraged to 
attend a special FREE DEQ Art Contest 
Workshop on Saturday February 28th 
from 10 am until noon at BeauxArts 
Fine Art Materials and Gallery at 2285 
Highway 101 in Florence (Coastal 
Fitness Plaza).

This is a great way to showcase your 
sustainability spirit and join the effort 
to protect and preserve Oregon’s envi-
ronment and natural wonder by sharing 
your experience with the changing world. 
BeauxArts will provide the materials 
and support to help young artists create 
and submit their artwork. Students are 
encouraged to create something inspired 
by their climate impact experience on 

one of these themes:
•	Protect What Sustains Us
•	Climate Solutions Start Here
•	From Pollution to Solution- the Earth 

We Want to See
Students can choose any visual 

medium to enter the art contest. Artwork 
can be realistic or abstract, horizontal 
or vertical, a painting, photograph or a 
sketch. All artwork must be original and 
created entirely by the student. See full 
application for submission details.

Deadline for the contest is April 22, 
2026) There will be refreshments and 
snacks available.

Please contact BeauxArts for more 
information beauxartsfam@gmail.com or 
541-991-8213 and feel free to stop by the 
shop.

More information about the DEQ 
Art Contest can be found here: https://
www.oregon.gov/deq/ghgp/Documents/
YouthClimateArtContestFlyer.pdf

Coquille Tribe 
donates to 
food backpack

The Food Backpack 
For Kids program has 
received a $5,000 grant 
from the Coquille Tribal 
Community Fund. 

This dedicated program 
ensures that identified 
Florence and Mapleton 
students in grades K-12 
have access to nutritious 
food over the weekends 
throughout the school 
year. Each school week-
end, participating students 
receive pre-packaged bags 
filled with six shelf-stable 
meals (three for Saturday 
and three for Sunday), 
milk, fruit, snacks, and 
necessary utensils — a 
crucial addition for chil-
dren from food-insecure 
homes who may not have 
access to these basic 
items.

Since 2024 through 
2025, the Food Backpack 
For Kids program has 
provided over 62,880 
meals to children in need. 
No child should worry 
about where their next 
meal is coming from. 
Food Backpack for Kids 
is helping ensure that no 
child goes hungry.

Local educators and 
administrators have seen 
the incredible impact of 
the Food Backpack For 
Kids program firsthand. 
Before its implementation, 
children were known to 
hoard food on Fridays and 
scavenge for leftovers on 
Mondays. Since the pro-
gram began, these behav-
iors have disappeared, 
replaced with nourished 
students ready to focus on 
learning.

From The Office Of 
REP. VAL HOYLE

Rep. Val Hoyle 
announced that she 
secured more than $16.6 
million in federal fund-
ing for community 
projects in Oregon’s 4th 
Congressional District. 
These funds will support 
15 projects in Benton, 
Coos, Curry, Douglas, 
Lane and Lincoln 
Counties. The alloca-
tion sends $3.58 million 
to Lane County and 
$250,000 specifically to 
Florence and $675,000 to 
Mapleton.  

For Fiscal Year 2026, 
each Member of Congress 
could request federal 
funding for up to 15 
community projects on 
behalf of their district. 
Last spring kicked off 
months of work between 
the Congresswoman’s 
office and local govern-
ments, first responders, 
schools, ports and other 
organizations to identify, 
vet and advance commu-
nity priority projects. Rep. 

Hoyle advocated for her 
colleagues to invest in 
these projects. She also 
partnered with Senators 
Merkley and Wyden to 
move an even broader 
set of Oregon priorities 
through the process.

“These project requests 
came from communities 
across six counties, and 
for months I’ve worked 
with my colleagues on 
the House Appropriations 
Committee and our 
Senators to help carry 
them forward — from 
public safety and afford-
able housing to workforce 
training to cutting-edge 
research,” said Rep. 
Hoyle. “I’m looking 
forward to communities 
starting to see real invest-
ments on the ground 
— from shovels in the 
dirt to programs getting 
underway.”

This federal funding 
will allow communities to 
make long-overdue invest-
ments in fire and police 
services, water infrastruc-
ture, workforce training 
and affordable housing. A 

full list of funded projects 
can be found below. 

Since entering 
Congress, Rep. Hoyle 
has leveraged the federal 
appropriations process 
to bring more than $33.3 
million back to Oregon’s 
4th Congressional District. 

LANE COUNTY
•	$1 million for Lane 

County to strengthen its 
fire radio network

•	$675,000 for the 
Mapleton Water 
District to extend 
the service life of 
Mapleton’s water stor-
age tanks

•	$858,000 for the City of 
Springfield to replace 
existing body-worn 
cameras and in-car 
video systems used by 
police officers

•	$800,000 for the City of 
Cottage Grove to sup-
port community policing 

•	$250,000 for the City of 
Florence to work to sta-
bilize a landslide along 
the Siuslaw River and 
repair damaged storm-
water infrastructure

Join us at the Siuslaw 
Pioneer Museum for two 
free hands-on demon-
strations of making yarn 
with a spinning wheel 
and weaving cloth with 
a wooden floor loom. 
Brenda Gilmer, a long-
time weaver, will introduce 
you to the loom and with 
her guidance, you’ll have 
a chance to ‘throw’ the 
shuttle under the threads, 

work the treadle with 
your foot and watch the 
threads gradually come 
together to create a col-
orful interwoven pattern! 
She’ll explain the steps 
involved before the unfin-
ished weaving (“web”) is 
finished (or “fulled”), to 
become a beautiful cloth. 
Cherie Aubian will also 
be on hand for a spinning 
demonstration. If you’ve 

ever wondered about 
spinning yarn, the art of 
weaving or have an inter-
est in witnessing a loom or 
spinning wheel in action, 
these demonstrations are 
for you! This free event is 
on Sunday, February 22 
from Noon to 4 p.m.at the 
Pioneer Museum, located 
at 278 Maple Street (across 
from Homegrown Public 
House Restaurant).

Calling all Siuslaw, Mapelton 
and homeschool students

Hoyle secures over $16.6 
million for community projects

Spinning Wheel and Weaving demonstrations

From The Desk Of
REPRESENTATIVE 
BOOMER WRIGHT

Today, the Oregon 
House of Representatives 
passed HB 4022, which 
seeks to bring the Dolly 
Parton Imagination 
Library to Oregon. If 

signed into law, the pro-
gram will deliver free, 
age-appropriate books 
each month to kids aged 
0-5. Representative 
Boomer Wright (R-Coos 
Bay) cheered the bill’s 
passing.

“There’s no denying 

that we have a lot of work 
to do to get our young 
children back on track 
academically. That being 
said, I wholeheartedly 
believe that putting phys-
ical books in children’s 
hands is an excellent 
place to start,” said Rep. 
Wright.

House Bill 4022 now 
heads to the Senate for 
consideration.

Rep. Boomer Wright celebrates passage of 
Bill to deliver free books to Oregon children
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Do you part and volunteer today to help 
support these organizations in our community.

Peace Harbor Volunteers

DOING GOOD . GIVING BACK
VOLUNTEER AT PEACEHEALTH PEACE HARBOR MEDICAL CENTER
Do you have a desire to serve your community? Peace Harbor 
Medical Center may be the place for you. At Peace Harbor, we strive 
to provide compassionate, high quality, accessible health care and 
to promote a healthy community. We value having community 
volunteers in various aspects throughout the healthcare system. 

For more information and to obtain an application 
visit the Gift Shop or Front Lobby Desk at 

Peace Harbor Medical  Center at 400 9th Street, Florence, Oregon. 

Us Too Florence

Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who 
understands!”
541-997-6626 • maribob@oregonfast.net 
www.ustooflorence.org

To include your 
organization in 

this directory 
please call us 

@ 541-997-3441

By STEVE LUNDEBERG
Oregon State University

Researchers at Oregon 
State University have 
developed and tested in a 
mouse model a new type 
of nanoparticle that enables 
the removal of melanoma 
tumors with a low-power 
laser.

After the systemically 
administered nanoparticles 
accumulate in cancerous 
tissue, exposure to near-in-
frared light causes them 
to heat up and destroy the 
melanoma cells, leaving 
healthy tissue unharmed.

The study led by Olena 
Taratula and Prem Singh 
of the Oregon State 
University College of 
Pharmacy represents a 
huge step toward solving 
a persistent problem with 
using photothermal therapy 

to treat melanoma, the 
deadliest form of skin can-
cer: Conventional nanopar-
ticles require lasers with 
power 

Taratula, associate pro-
fessor of pharmaceutical 
sciences, and Singh, a 
postdoctoral researcher in 
Taratula’s lab, based their 
new theranostic platform 
– it can be used for both 
treatment and diagnosis 
– on gold nanorods. The 
nanorods are coated with 
an iron-cobalt shell and 
tightly loaded with a dye 
that heats up upon expo-
sure to near-infrared light 
– invisible, low-frequency 
radiation able to penetrate 
deeply into human tissue.

A key feature of the 
platform is its use of res-
onance energy transfer, a 
nanoscale process in which 
energy moves directly 

from one molecule to 
another. The highly effi-
cient nature of resonance 
energy transfer is what 
allows the nanoparticles to 
heat up quickly under laser 
exposure far below the 
safety threshold for main-
taining healthy skin.

“The safety limit is 
0.33 watts per centimeter 
squared,” Taratula said. 
“When we used 0.25 watts 
per centimeter squared 
with our nanoparticles, 
a single treatment of an 
aggressive melanoma 
mouse model, developed 
in the lab of our OSU col-
league Adam Alani, com-
pletely ablated the tumor.”

A HUGE THREAT
According to the 

American Cancer Society, 
skin cancer is by far 
the most common type 

of cancer in the United 
States, and melanoma is 
the most dangerous type. 
Melanoma, which starts 
in the skin’s pigment-pro-
ducing cells and is typ-
ically caused by expo-
sure to ultraviolet light, 
accounts for only about 
1% of skin cancers but is 
responsible for the major-
ity of skin cancer deaths.

More than 8,000 people 
in the U.S. died of mela-
noma in 2025, according 
to the National Institutes 
of Health, and more than 
100,000 new cases were 
diagnosed.

“Many of those cases 
likely were treated with 
a surgical procedure that 
required a big incision 
and a significant amount 
of tissue removal to help 
ensure no cancerous cells 
were left behind,” Singh 

said. “Photothermal ther-
apy on the other hand 
is a minimally invasive 
treatment, and our work 
establishes resonance 
energy transfer as a truly 
transformative strategy for 
coming up with next-gen-
eration photothermal ther-
apy agents.”

The design of the 
nanoparticle presented 
in this research, he 
added, allows it to also 
act as an imaging agent 
that enables fluores-
cence-guided ablation 
therapy – an imaging sys-
tem shows where to focus 
the laser during tumor 
removal.

The OSU College 
of Pharmacy, the OSU 
Advantage program, the 

National Cancer Institute 
of the National Institutes 
of Health and the Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver National 
Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development 
supported this research.

The collaboration 
included Oregon State’s 
Constanze Raitmayr, 
Syed Zaki Husain Rizvi, 
Ammar Salem, Vladislav 
Grigoriev, Tetiana Korzun, 
Karthickraja Duraisamy, 
Akshay Vyawahare, 
Kongbrailatpam Shitaljit 
Sharma, Ana Paula 
Mesquita Souza, Yoon 
Tae Goo, Manali Phawde, 
Chrissa Kioussi and Oleh 
Taratula, and Yitayal 
Admassu Workie of 
Addis Ababa Science and 
Technology University.

From The Office Of
SEN. ANTHONY 

BROADMAN

The Senate Committee 
on Finance and Revenue 
advanced legislation 
to the Senate floor that 
cuts taxes for more than 
200,000 low-to-moderate 
income Oregon house-
holds, spurs job growth 
in Oregon businesses, and 
protects $291 million in 
needed funding for edu-
cation, health care, and 
public safety.

Senate Bill 
1507 achieves these 
benefits for working 
Oregonians by closing tax 
loopholes overwhelmingly 
used by the wealthy and 
big corporations.

“Democrats are 
laser-focused on 

putting more money in 
the pockets of everyday 
Oregonians,” Senator 
Anthony Broadman 
(D-Bend) said. “At a time 
when the cost of living is 
too high and rising, we 
need to take urgent action 
this legislative session to 
invest in affordability and 
support local businesses.”

Last summer, the Trump 
tax package blew a $900 
million hole in Oregon’s 
budget with tax cuts 
largely going toward the 
wealthy and big corpora-
tions. Those tax cuts were 
automatically adopted by 
Oregon’s tax code.

This proposal makes 
targeted changes to 
re-align Oregon’s tax 
code to benefit working 
Oregonians.

It expands the Earned 
Income Tax Credit by 
the largest amount in 
Oregon history, which 
lowers taxes for more than 
200,000 low-to-moderate 
income households. The 
credit is increased from 
9% for individual filers 
and 12% for filers with a 
child under 3, to 14% and 
17%, respectively. 

The proposal also 
creates the new $25 mil-
lion Jobs Tax Credit to 
lower taxes on Oregon 
businesses that create 
good-paying jobs in 
Oregon. The tax credit 
is available regardless of 
industry, but is only avail-
able if the business has 
net job increases in the 
state.

The proposal also 

reaffirms that neither tips 
nor overtime pay will be 
taxed.

To pay for these credits 
and to preserve $291 mil-
lion for health care, edu-
cation, and public safety, 
the proposal removes from 
Oregon’s tax code three 
provisions that would 
have unfairly benefited the 
wealthy and corporations 
while not supporting job 
growth in Oregon.

Removed are deduc-
tions on auto loan interest 
for new cars, deductions 
on profits from corporate 
equity sales, and bonus 
depreciation for machin-
ery and equipment.

New nanoparticles enable melanoma tumors 
to be removed with low-power laser light

Tax cut legislation advancing

FROM NAW

The National 
Association of Wholesaler-
Distributors (NAW) today 
prevailed in securing a 
preliminary injunction 
blocking enforcement 
of Oregon’s Plastic 
Pollution and Recycling 
Modernization Act. 
The injunction prevents 
Oregon’s Department of 
Environmental Quality 
from enforcing the Act 
against NAW Members 

until the court rules on the 
merits. The Court agreed 
with NAW that the law’s 
opaque regulatory scheme 
raises serious questions 
about whether the Act 
violates the Due Process 
and Dormant Commerce 
Clauses in the United 
States Constitution.

“This ruling is a sig-
nificant victory for NAW 
members, who face immi-
nent and irreparable harm 
under the Act, including 
unrecoverable compliance 

costs, competitive dis-
tortions, and the risk of 
steep civil penalties,” said 
Eric Hoplin, President 
and CEO of NAW. “This 
is a major win for NAW 
member companies who 
have been dramatically 
impacted by the exorbitant 
fees imposed under the 
law by the Circular Action 
Alliance, NAW looks for-
ward to presenting its case 
on the merits when the 
Court hears our case on 
July 13.”

NAW prevails against Recycling Act
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“We’re next to the bridge”
100 Hwy 101

Florence, OR 97439

COAST  
REAL ESTATE

(541) 997-7777
cbcoast.com

1258 BAY STREET
Well established Kitchen store since 1982 now available 
for sale in Old Town Florence. This business occupies a 
prime spot on Bay Street. Kitchen Klutter is a kitchen store 
and so much more. Besides kitchen gadgets the inventory 
includes small appliances, baby clothes, cheeses, 
truffles, bar supplies, teas, lotions and so much more. 
It’s a store you can spend hours in and be amazed how 
many goodies are really packed into this delightful spot. 
Income statements are available to interested parties. 
Please do not bother the employees, call the agent for 
more information. $225,000. #12824/142319216

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITYBUSINESS OPPORTUNITY House. “We are proud to 
serve our community and 
grateful for the collabora-
tion and support that make 
this work possible.”

The Western Lane 
Crisis Program provides 
mobile crisis intervention, 

on-scene behavioral health 
response, de-escalation, 
safety planning, and 
connection to ongoing 
supports, helping ensure 
safety, stability, and 
recovery for individuals 
experiencing crisis, help-
ing ensure safety, stability, 
and recovery for individ-
uals experiencing crisis. 
The program plays a 
vital role in strengthening 

community resilience and 
reducing the long-term 
impacts of trauma.

SDAO represents 
Oregon’s special districts 
and works to promote 
effective governance, 
leadership, and public 
service across the state. 
Awards such as this recog-
nize exemplary programs 
that embody those values.

Community members 

and partner agencies inter-
ested in learning more 
about the Western Lane 
Crisis Response team are 
invited to attend a public 
presentation on February 
25 at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Siuslaw Public Library, 
Bromley Room. The pre-
sentation will provide an 
overview of the program, 
its impact, and opportuni-
ties for collaboration.

Award
From Page A1

subject in the area of Ivy 
and 6th Street who was 
wanted for questioning on 
another case. Upon inves-
tigating, officers found the 
subject to be in possession 
of meth. He was arrested 
for unlawful possession 
of a controlled substance 
and carrying a concealed 
weapon.

At 11:37 p.m., officers 
responded to a report of 
a vehicle stalled on the 
Siuslaw River Bridge. 
Officers made contact 
with the driver, deter-
mined he had warrants 
from Florence Municipal 
Court and took him into 
custody.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
At 5:06 a.m., a caller 

reported finding a phone 
in the 1600 block of 15th 
St.. Caller recontacted to 
say he had found the per-
son who owned the phone 
and returned it.

At 11:35 a.m., a caller 
reported an illegally 
parked vehicle in the area 

of 26th and Spruce. The 
vehicle was moved when 
officers arrived.

At 4:27 p.m., a busi-
ness in the 1200 block of 
Highway 101 reported a 
subject being disorderly. 
Officers were en route 
when the business said the 
subject had left.

At 4:43 p.m., a caller 
reported that while shop-
ping in the 700 block of 
Highway 101, a drone was 
stolen from their vehicle. 
The case remains under 
investigation.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
At 11:23 a.m., offi-

cers responded to the 
3700 block of Highway 
101 for a reported dis-
pute. Officers found an 
ongoing dispute between 
neighbors. Subjects were 
counseled, and no further 
action was taken.

At 2:54 p.m., an elderly 
subject came into the 
police department request-
ing help. An officer came 
to the counter to assist 
him with court paperwork.

At 10:24 p.m., a busi-
ness in the 1500 block 
of 9th Street reported a 
subject inside yelling. 

Police
From Page A3

Officers arrived and con-
tacted the subject. The 
business owner did not 
want to press charges but 
asked that the subject be 
told not to return.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
At 7:35 a.m., officers 

assisted Mental Crisis 
Response personnel in 
capturing a loose dog.

At 10:53 a.m., a caller 
reported losing a bag in 
the area of rhododendron 
and juniper containing a 
phone and ID.

At 12:09 p.m.., a call 
reported receiving threats 
from their ex-spouse by 
phone. Officers assisted 
the caller and referred 
them to Siuslaw Outreach 
Services.

At 5:29 p.m.., officers 
stopped a subject while 
investigating a theft of 
shoes in the 2300 block 
of Highway 101, when 
another subject known to 
have warrants walked up 
to officers. One subject 
was arrested for theft, and 

the other was arrested for 
warrants from Florence 
Municipal Court.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
At 2:38 a.m., a caller 

reported a bollard in the 
middle of the roadway 
in the area of 9th and 
Hemlock. Officers arrived 
and removed the hazard 
from the roadway.

At 9:22 a.m., officers 
removed a shopping cart 
from the roadway in the 
area of 101 and Quince.

At 12:28 p.m., offi-
cers responded to the 
4700 block of Highway 
101 for a report that a 
vehicle had hit two other 
vehicles and the driver 
had gone into the store. 
Officers contacted the 
driver, but found the other 
two vehicles had left. At 
last report, officers were 
attempting to contact the 
other vehicle owners and 
reviewing store security 
footage.

At 5:19 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1400 

block of Maple for a 
reported domestic dispute. 
Officers arrived to find 
two subjects who were 
arguing about the Super 
Bowl.

At 7:43 p.m., officers 
were responding to the 
1600 block of 30th St. for 
a report that a juvenile 
had not returned home. 
While en route, officers 
were notified that the 
juvenile came home. 

At 7:50 p.m., two call-
ers reported hearing shots 
or explosions in the 2400 
block of 17th St. Officers 
arrived to speak with oth-
ers in the area who said 
the explosions could have 
been fireworks. The cause 
was not determined.

At 11:50 p.m., offi-
cers assisted Sheriff’s 
personnel for an assault 
that occurred outside the 
city limits before the vic-
tim was dropped off in 
Florence. Officers took 
the victim to the hospital, 
and Lane County Sheriff’s 
Office is continuing to 

investigate.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9
At 9:12 a.m., a caller 

in the 1300 block of 8th 
Street reported that the 
license plate had been 
taken from the back of 
their vehicle.

At 9:22 a.m., a sub-
ject came into the police 
department to surrender a 
firearm for destruction.

At 10:53 a.m., school 
personnel reported an 
intoxicated subject on one 
of the school campuses. 
Officers arrived and made 
contact with the subject, 
whom they determined 
was impaired. The subject 
was booked into detox to 
sober up.

At 3:02 p.m., a caller 
reported losing medication 
somewhere in Florence. A 
report was taken.

At 3:18 p.m., a caller 
reported that two small 
dogs had been attacked 
by a German Shepherd 
on Harbor Street. A report 
was taken.

The Siletz Tribal Charitable 
Contribution Fund has granted $7,099 to 
Florence Food Share. This funding will 
go towards the purchase and installation 
of a new freezer.

Colin Morgan, Executive Director at 
Florence Food Share, stated, “Our pantry 
provides free food for people living on 
low incomes in western Lane County. 
Two freezers recently began failing; we 
received a donation and replaced one and 
this grant will help us replace and install 
the second one.”

“We extend our gratitude to The Siletz 
Tribal Charitable Contribution Fund for 
their generous support in achieving these 

objectives,” he added. 
Since its inception, STCCF has distrib-

uted more than $16.3 million in charita-
ble grant awards. For details, visit https://
ctsi.nsn.us/charitable-contribution-fund/.

For more information or if you would 
like to contribute to this project, please 
call 541-997-9110 or visit http://www.
florencefoodshare.org/. Florence Food 
Share is located at 2190 Spruce Street in 
Florence and is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday 
and Wednesday evenings from 4 p.m. to 
6 p.m., and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Community members are encour-
aged to visit to see what is available.

(Washington, 
D.C., February 12, 
2026) – Today, the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Forest 
Service announced plans 
to hire up to 2,000 sea-
sonal positions for the 
upcoming summer recre-
ation season, helping to 
support active manage-
ment work and improve 
access and experiences 
on national forests and 
grasslands.

“Under President 
Trump’s leadership, 

USDA is restoring fiscal 
responsibility, efficiency 
and accountability so that 
Americans can count on 
services that endure,” 
said Agriculture Secretary 
Brooke Rollins. “We have 
addressed millions of 
dollars in salary deficits 
inherited from the previ-
ous administration. The 
Forest Service is now on 
a path to fiscal solvency 
and able to fill these crit-
ical seasonal positions to 
improve services for visi-
tors this summer.”

“Hiring these seasonal 
positions is essential to 
delivering the services 
visitors rely on,” said 
Forest Service Chief Tom 
Schultz. “Our seasonal 
employees are active 
members of the commu-
nities they serve. They 
keep forests open and 
accessible, campgrounds 
and other facilities clean, 
and neighboring towns 
thriving. It’s a direct 
investment in the people 
who make our national 
forests and grasslands 

special.”
Now that the Forest 

Service has streamlined 
its hiring process and 
shortened hiring time-
frames, seasonal employ-
ees can begin work earlier 
— opening more opportu-
nities for people in rural 
communities to compete 
for jobs close to home.

“This year, we’re 
focusing our recruitment 
within the communities 
we serve,” added Chief 
Schultz. “Local resi-
dents bring invaluable 

knowledge, pride, and a 
strong connection to the 
places we care for. We 
are excited to offer more 
opportunities for people 
who want to work close 
to home.”

These positions are in 
addition to seasonal fire 
hiring already underway. 
If you enjoy being in the 
outdoors and are inter-
ested in seasonal employ-
ment with the Forest 
Service, please check for 
opportunities and hiring 
events in your area.

Interested appli-
cants must apply 
through USAJOBS.gov. 
Application periods, 
qualifications, and start 
dates vary by position. 
Applicants are encour-
aged to review job 
announcements carefully 
for deadlines and required 
materials.

To learn more about 
Forest Service careers, 
benefits, and upcoming 
hiring opportunities and 
events, visit fs.usda.gov/
working-with-us/careers.

FROM FLORENCE 
WARMING SHELTER

The Florence Warming 
Center made the decision 
to open Feb. 9  and 10 
after carefully watching 
shifting predictions and 
studying several weather 
apps. 

The shelter is located 
at 4480 Hwy 101, its 
permanent home for the 
season. 

Looking ahead, there 
are sure to be more 
weather events this 
month that activate its 

opening. 
The shelter was open 

for eight nights in a row 
last month. The hard 
work of the night crew 
and volunteers and com-
munity partners made 
it possible to have a 
safe and warm place for 
guests. Having one place 
where volunteers did 
not have to set up and 
break down each day was 
essential to this success-
ful opening. 

Shelter staff mem-
bers feel good 
about fulfilling the 

mission: Working with 
the community to provide 
Florence neighbors with-
out shelter a safe place to 
sleep and warm food to 
eat in harsh weather. 

White and Black flags 
will be out at 6 a.m. 
when weather is expected 
to reach life-threatening 
overnight temperatures. 

Guests will begin to 
get picked up at various 
Florence locations start-
ing at 4:45 PM. They 
will be transported from 
the warming center the 
next morning by 8 a.m. 

U.S. Forest Service unveils plans to hire 
summer seasonal employees in 2026

Florence Food Share receives 
grant award from The Siletz Tribal 
Charitable Contribution Fund

Warm winter days, cold 
winter nights
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Sean Hummel, Sales & Finance

Come take a look at 
our ever changing 
inventory!

vote from the School 
Board to form a political 
action committee. He said 
the facilities committee 
wanted to get information 
about the proposal out one 
last time before the vote.

THE HIGH SCHOOL
He said that while the 

school was meant for 350 
to 375 students when built 
in 1970, it now holds 
more than 400 students. 
He said that at the time, 
because of circumstances, 
corners were cut and 
cheap materials were used 
in the rushed construction 
of the high school. 

While the electrical 
system was adequate for 
the time when it was built, 
the amount of electronic 
equipment in the school 
has grown dramatically.

“We are plugging in 
Chromebooks all day 
through power blocks and 
extension cords that were 
not part of the original 
layout of the school,” 
Harklerode said. “We 
don’t have enough elec-
trical capacity to bring 
our classrooms up to date 
for current instructional 
technology.” 

He said that although 
the hallways and other 
areas of the high school 
are not terribly crowded, 
the tiny classrooms are. 
Only 20 to 24 students 
can comfortably sit in 
most rooms, he said. 

“There is not enough 
room for teachers to reor-
ganize, or for students 
to put tables and chairs 
together to work collabo-
ratively,” he said, noting 
that classrooms are very 
undersized, have few 
windows and poor air 
circulation.

“We also have a terrible 
heating system,” he said, 
noting that last winter, the 
school had to go into dis-
tance learning because the 
heating system failed in 
the entire school

 He said for all three 
schools, all athletic fields, 
and transportation, the 
high school requires 40% 
of the entire budget just 
to keep the lights on and 
heat in the classrooms. 

The science classroom 
is unable to use Bunsen 
Burners, since the propane 
line runs through concrete 
and is so deteriorated, 
it can no longer hold 
pressure.

POINTS OF CONCERN 
Engineers and archi-

tects came to the school 
and found eight major 
points of concern: aging 
buildings, inadequate and 
failing systems, safety 
and security issues, high 
cost of maintenance and 
utilities, needed structural 
upgrades, capacity issues, 
no kitchen or cafete-
ria, and a lack of basic 
amenities. 

He noted that while 
there is no kitchen or caf-
eteria at the high school, it 
has been doing well with 
having food produced 
at the elementary school 
and brought to the high 
school campus. However, 
an attendance and security 
problem is amplified by 
the fact that most students 
have to leave the campus 
during lunch. He said 
school officials have to 
incentivize leaving the 
campus for lunch, which 
creates a fourth attendance 
and tardiness.

Harklerode said many 
security issues exist, since 
the high school has 17 
different entry points. He 
said that while the cam-
pus features a new front 
office building, gates and 
cameras, it is extremely 
difficult to monitor who is 
coming in and out of the 
school. 

He noted that even 
though students have been 
instructed not to, many 
will open locked doors 
to allow their friends to 
come in from outside the 
campus. 

He said that while the 
school’s security cameras 
are great for recording if 
something goes wrong, 
they have little worth 
when it comes to prevent-
ing anything.

“The 17 points [of 
entry] are a school safety 
nightmare,” he said.

ELEMENTARY ISSUES
Harklerode said the 

elementary school was 
constructed in 1965 with 
additions added in 1982, 
1985 and 1992. 

Kindergarten students 
are separated from the 
campus, but have to 
walk through most of its 
hallways to get from the 
school bus to their own 
classroom, he said. 

He added later that the 
kindergarten classroom 
was initially estimated to 
last 12 years, and 2025 
marks its 11th year in 
service. 

Kindergarten students 
also have to walk the 
full length of the campus 
every day from the bus to 
class and back. 

“The smallest legs in 
the district are travel-
ing the farthest to get to 
class,” he said. He also 
noted that the rainy day 
shed is only accessible by 
walking through the rain, 
is littered with bird drop-
pings, and on windy days, 
rain is pushed through it 
sideways. 

Other issues include 
classroom functionality, 
obsolete systems, neces-
sary safety and structural 
upgrades, security issues 
and issues with buses and 
traffic flow.

Both the elementary 
and high school campuses 
were constructed before 
the Columbine tragedy, 
and lack security upgrades 
that were mandated for 
most schools. The schools 
also predate seismic con-
struction requirements. 
Harklerode noted pre-
viously that the district 
has no way to determine 
how much shaking will 
render the buildings 
uninhabitable.  

He said that since the 
middle school was built in 
the year 2000, it’s doing 
just fine. 

“But the elementary 
school has some issues,” 
he said.

He said that in 2018, 
school officials had no 
choice but to bring in por-
table modular classrooms 
to allow for full-day kin-
dergarten as mandated by 
the state at that time.

“The projected shelf life 
for those buildings was 12 
years, so we are approach-
ing the end of the usabil-
ity of those classrooms,” 
he said.

Security issues are also 
a concern, along with the 
effects of traffic issues 
and car exhaust wafting 
into some classrooms in 
the morning and at day’s 
end. 

THE COSTS
Harklerode also noted 

that a few changes have 
come about recently. One 
is that while the com-
mittee previously recom-
mended considering two 
size options for the new 
high school, only one 
option remains now.

“The total is about 
$145 million minus 
$6 million in the 
Oregon School Capital 
Improvement Matching 
(OSCIM) Grant,” he said. 
“The grant is afforded 
only if we pass the bond 
in this election cycle.”

The cost per $1000 of 
assessed value is $2.75 on 
the 30-year bond and is 
based on assessed value, 

not market value. 

A NEW, NEW LOCATION
Showing a map of 

the proposed location, 
Harklerode said the high 
school would be moved 
to the lot just south of the 
football stadium. 

He said the layout 
would relieve many of the 
parking and traffic issues 
on Oak Street.

“About 200 cars per 
day that would otherwise 
be crossing Oak Street 
would be directed toward 
Kingwood,” he said.

After explaining how 
sports fields would be 
rearranged in the plan, 
Harklerode noted that the 
new high school would be 
built on the existing prac-
tice soccer field.

“When they built the 
middle school, they buried 
all the trees and all the 
brush that came off that 
site, so now it’s settling. 
Our facilities team has 
been out there drilling 
holes in it and trying to 
get it to settle. When that 
becomes the new high 
school, 10 to 15 ft of earth 
is going to get moved 
anyway, so we really can’t 
use that space for much 
else, and it’s the perfect 
spot to put a school,” he 
said.

Calling it a late thought, 
Harklerode said the 
original plan was to put 
the high school next to 
Oak Street, but the City 
informed the committee 
that a traffic survey would 
find the plan ineffective 
at reducing traffic there. 
However, the district has 
all the property it needs 
to make the necessary 
connections to Kingwood 
Street, he said.

BIGGER AND BETTER
He said the new high 

school would be a two-
story building with much 
bigger classrooms.

“We would also include 
an auditorium,” he said. 
“The auditorium is not 
intended for us to compete 
with the event center, but 
it’s recognizing that there 
are a number of things we 
would like to do with an 
auditorium.”

He said an auditorium 
would allow for guest 
speakers, programs, high 
school presentations, and 
more without the cost of 
busing students to the 
event center. He said the 
auditorium could also 
operate on the schools’ 
time schedule, rather than 
that of the event center. 
Currently, many presen-
tations are held in school 
gyms, where the reverber-
ating echo makes ampli-
fied voices indiscernible 
at times. 

Harklerode said it 
is yet unknown where 
classrooms, bathrooms, 
hallways and so forth 
would be located, because 
an architectural rendering 
has not been created. He 
said those things will be 
prepared once the bond 
passes, and architects and 
drawings will be ordered. 
Harklerode noted that 
teachers and community 

members would also be 
weighing in on the pro-
cess at that point.

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL FIXES

Harklerode said that the 
proposed bus lane would 
mean the students can 
wait at a location away 
from Oak Street. He said 
the new system would be 
faster, more efficient and 
probably even save time 
on the bus route. He said 
it will also funnel visitors 
to the correct front door, 
alleviating the current 
confusion about school 
entry doors. Harklerode 
noted that by having a 
dedicated bus lane, it 
would get high school 
students out of the rain 
and increase safety for all 
students.

“It would also bring 
the oldest structures in 
the district up to code 
and should be set for 
the next generation,” he 
said. Harklerode stressed 
that buildings should last 
longer than people, but at 
55 years of age, the high 
school did not.

“We have every expec-
tation that with modern 
engineering, the new 
school will last much 
longer than the 55 years 
we were able to get out 
of this building,” he said. 
“The same would be true 
for any additions at the 
elementary school.”

A REASON TO INVEST
“These are pretty 

self-selling, in my mind,” 
he said. “If you talk to 
kids, and you talk to 
teachers, everybody gets 
it, but in a town like 
Florence, that’s not going 

to be enough.”
Harklerode said a new 

school would also offer 
community-wide benefits, 
including more busi-
nesses, more health care 
professionals, teachers, 
added green space for 
community use, and lower 
property tax liability. 

“We definitely think 
that $2.75 per $1,000 is 
the highest it will ever 
be, and over time, it will 
likely, logically come 
down. No one has a crys-
tal ball for Florence, but 
around the state, that is 
what happens.”

He said many people 
have indicated that they 
also want to live in a 
community that values 
its schools and wants to 
invest in them.

Harklerode noted that 
with eight Community 
Technical Education 
(CTE) programs already 
in the school, Siuslaw 
School District is invest-
ing in its students. He said 
only about a third of us 
high school graduates are 
choosing to go to college, 
with more and more going 
to the workforce or trade 
schools. He also noted 
that Siuslaw is the only 
district in the state requir-
ing 25 credits to graduate.

“Every student gradu-
ating from Siuslaw High 

School now is going 
to have a full year of 
government, and they 
are also going to have 
a full semester of per-
sonal finance,” he said. 
“Real-world, adult skills 
that kids need in order to 
become productive, active, 
intelligent adults.”

Student Andrew Hester 
concurred, saying he 
took the course, and now 
knows about personal 
finance, mortgages, loans, 
insurance and more.

Noting that construction 
costs are far outpacing 
inflation, Harklerode said 
the time to build is now, 
because it will be impos-
sible to predict where 
the numbers will land 10 
years from now.

“But we know it’s not 
going to come down,” he 
said, “so it’s time for us 
to invest in a new high 
school, and these changes 
at the elementary school, 
because the need is not 
going to go away, and is 
only going to increase 
year after year of operat-
ing in this building. The 
need is only going to 
compound each year, and 
the cost to fix it is going 
to compound as well.”

The school board voted 
to approve the bond lan-
guage on Feb. 11. (see 
story front page)

FAC
From Page A1

As principal at the high school, Mike Harklerode is very familiar with the 
list of eight urgent issues with the campus and its buildings. Tony Reed 
photo.
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“We’re next to the Bridge”
100 Hwy. 101, Florence, OR

COAST REAL ESTATE

541-997-7777
Servicing Florence Since 1956

FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 18, 2026

Charming townhome w/ hardwood 
floors and fireplace. In sought after golf 
course community. 1 Bed/1 Bath, 921 SF.

$399,500$399,500

2014 ROYAL ST. GEORGES DR.

1993 Golden West double-wide. New 
roof in 2024. All appliances included. 

2 Bed/2 Bath, 1080 SF.
$310,000$310,000

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#654

2 level chalet w/ Mercer Lake access 
plus oversized garage & workshop. 

3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2110 sq. ft. 
$484,000$484,000

5938 VIEW LOOP

Charming home in Old Town with 
upstairs apt. One block from the marina. 

2 Bed/2.5 Bath, 1752 SF.
$495,000$495,000

289 HARBOR ST.

Like new home in private Woahink Lake 
neighborhood. Shared community dock. 

Sold fully furnished. 3 Bed/2 Bath. 2008 SF.
$799,000$799,000

83591 SAUTER DRIVE

Gated Coastal lake retreat on .46 acre lot + 
RV garage. 3 Bed/1 Bath, 1064 SF.

$395,000$395,000

4817 LAGUNA AVE. 
WESTLAKE

Triple-wide manufactured home. 
Manicured landscaping. Two workshops 

and RV port. 2 Bed/2 Bath, 1836 SF.
$398,000$398,000

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#673 

Enjoy Mercer Lake views and 
community lake access across the 

street. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 2008 SF.
$587,000$587,000

6651 TWIN FAWN DR. 

Like new. Former model home-never 
lived in. Quiet neighborhood. 

3 Bed/2 Bath. 1404 SF.
$398,000$398,000

5270 NOPAL ST.

Bay Bridge Condo with River views. 
Covered porch. Dedicated parking space 
and storage unit. 2 Bed/2 Bath. 1048 SF.

$439,000$439,000

1080 BAY ST. #19

Cozy home with LVP flooring, ductless 
heat pump & large living room. 

3 Bed/2 Bath, 1539 SF.
$314,997$314,997

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#694

Surrounded by lush vegetation for 
privacy. Hardwood floors  and built-ins 

throughout. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1568 SF.
$459,900$459,900

4948 OCEANA DR.

Impeccably maintained Willow Dunes 
home. Fully fenced w/ low maintenance 
landscaping. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2199 SF.

$739,500$739,500

2131 WILLOW LOOP

Fully restored historic home in the heart 
of Drain. Modern updates. Extra deep 

garage. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1416 SF.
$395,900$395,900

427 DATE ST. DRAIN

3 story home w/ magnificent blue water 
views. Expansive living area. Close to the 

804 walking trail. 2 Bed/3.5 Bath. 3152 SF.

$995,000$995,000

514 LEMWICK LANE, YACHATS

Stunning new custom home with 
panoramic river and ocean views. 

3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2275 SF.

$1,150,000$1,150,000

26 COAST GUARD RD.

Cozy Idylewood cottage on a corner lot. 
Dead end street w/ private backyard. 
3 Bed/2 Bath, 1084 SF. 3 car garage.

$399,999$399,999

87803 SANDRIFT ST.

Completely remodeled in 2012 and 
move-in ready! Large fenced yard + 

covered patio. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 1076 SF.
$390,000$390,000

1651 29TH ST.

Conveniently located townhouse. 
Low maintenance yard and move-
in ready. 2 Bed /1.5 Bath, 1004 SF.

$269,997$269,997

1150 HEMLOCK ST. #D-14

Cozy well maintained Creekside 
Cabin Park model home in Coast 

Village. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 408 SF.
$199,500$199,500

25 SAND DOLLAR DR.

5 acres of privacy! New HVAC system. 
Cherry wood floors. Floor to ceiling 
fireplace. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 1470 SF.

$675,000$675,000

94671 JOHNSON RD. 
MARCOLA

Coastal ranch on 22 creekfront acres. 
NW designed custom home. Shop w/ full 

bath. 2 + Bed/3 Bath, 2952 SF.
$950,000$950,000

18156 HIGHWAY 36 • BLACHLY

2 story luxury home w/ incredible views 
of the ocean. Tongue and groove vaulted 

ceilings. 5 Bed/2.5 Bath, 3378 SF

$1,299,999$1,299,999

21 TWIN TREE CT.

Retro manufactured home. Multiple 
sheds. Zoning allows multiple 

dwellings. 1 Bed/1 Bath, 470 SF
$149,900$149,900

1612 34TH ST.
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Tide Table
Siuslaw River Entrance saltwatertides.com

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
High .........1:02 a.m. .........7.3
Low ..........6:47 a.m. .........1.9 
High ....... 12:36 p.m. .......  7.8
Low ......... 7:04 p.m. ........-0.2

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19
High .........1:28 a.m. .........7.7  
Low ..........7:27 a.m. .........1.4 
High ........ 1:19 p.m. ........  7.5
Low ......... 7:34 p.m. ........  0.2

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20
High .........1:55 a.m. .........8.0 
Low ..........8:08 a.m. .........1.0 
High ........ 2:05 p.m. ........  7.1
Low ......... 8:05 p.m. ........  0.8

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
High .........2:25 a.m. .........8.2  
Low ..........8:54 a.m. .........0.7 
High ........ 2:55 p.m. ........  6.6
Low ......... 8:38 p.m. ........  1.5

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22
High .........2:58 a.m. .........8.3  
Low ..........9:45 a.m. .........0.6  
High ........ 3:52 p.m. ........  6.0
Low ......... 9:14 p.m. ........  2.4

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
High .........3:37 a.m. .........8.3 
Low .........10:45 a.m. ........0.6  
High ........ 5:03 p.m. ........  5.4
Low ......... 9:56 p.m. ........  3.2

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
High .........4:25 a.m. .........8.1 
Low .........11:58 a.m. ........0.6  
High ........ 6:36 p.m. ........  5.1
Low ........ 10:55 p.m. .......  3.9
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25

High .........5:28 a.m. .........7.9  
Low ......... 1:19 p.m. ........  0.5 
High ........ 8:27 p.m. ........  5.2

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Low .........12:29 a.m. ........4.4 
High .........6:50 a.m. .........7.7 
Low ......... 2:35 p.m. ........  0.2
High ........ 9:48 p.m. ........  5.7

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Low ..........2:13 a.m. .........4.3 
High .........8:14 a.m. .........7.7 
Low ......... 3:38 p.m. ........-0.2
High ....... 10:37 p.m. .......  6.2

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Low ..........3:33 a.m. .........3.7 
High .........9:26 a.m. .........7.8 
Low ......... 4:30 p.m. ........-0.6
High ....... 11:15 p.m. .......  6.8

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
Low ..........4:34 a.m. .........3.0  
High ........10:24 a.m. ........7.9 
Low ......... 5:13 p.m. ........-0.7
High ....... 11:49 p.m. .......  7.2

MONDAY, MARCH 2
Low ..........5:25 a.m. .........2.2 
High ........11:15 a.m. ........7.9 
Low ......... 5:51 p.m. ........-0.7

TUESDAY, MARCH 3
High ........12:20 a.m. ........7.5 
Low ..........6:10 a.m. .........1.6  
High ....... 12:01 p.m. .......  7.7
Low ......... 6:25 p.m. ........-0.4

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
High ........12:50 a.m. ........7.8 
Low ..........6:51 a.m. .........1.1 
High ....... 12:45 p.m. .......  7.4
Low ......... 6:58 p.m. ........  0.1

THURSDAY, MARCH 5
High .........1:18 a.m. .........7.9 
Low ..........7:30 a.m. .........0.8 
High ........ 1:28 p.m. ........  7.0
Low ......... 7:29 p.m. ........  0.7

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
High .........1:46 a.m. .........7.8 
Low ..........8:08 a.m. .........0.6 
High ........ 2:11 p.m. ........  6.6
Low ......... 7:58 p.m. ........  1.5

Randy ParedesRandy Paredes
BrokerBroker

541.997.7777541.997.7777
“WE’RE NEXT TO THE BRIDGE.” “WE’RE NEXT TO THE BRIDGE.” 

100 HWY. 101100 HWY. 101
SEE ALL FLORENCE LISTINGS AT CBCOAST.COM

COAST REAL ESTATE

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL YOUR HOME?

Whenever a family buys or sells a home I’ve come to understand that each home 
has its own story. Sometimes we buy or sell for exciting and dynamic reasons and 
sometimes life circumstances dictate that it is simply time to make a move.

Please give me a call, I’d love to hear your story and see how I can be of assistance.

Will LOHRE
Country Media Inc.

Siuslaw’s playoff hopes 
were kept alive thanks 
to critical back-to-back 
league wins. 

After a heartbreaker 
against Douglas on Feb. 
3, the Vikings didn’t 
spend long feeling sorry 
for themselves. In fact, 
Siuslaw seemed to chan-
nel the frustration of an 
overtime loss into their 
best performance of the 
season against Sutherlin 
on Feb. 6. 

Head Coach Dylan 
Perry said his team 
played “really well” as 
they stomped league rival 
Sutherlin 53-31. The win 
was also a revenge game 
for the Vikings, as the 
Bulldogs squeaked out a 
49-47 win against Siuslaw 
in the season’s first 
matchup on Jan. 15 in the 
league opener. 

“Dominant performance 
on both ends of the court. 
Very physical game, 
and our defense shined 
through tonight,” Perry 
said. 

Sophomore Jericho 
Lake led the charge 
for the Vikings, prov-
ing unstoppable as he 
racked up 23 points. 
The next-highest scoring 
player for Siuslaw was 
senior Micah Blankenship 
with nine. Despite the 
lion’s share of the scoring 
coming from those two, 

Will LOHRE 
Country Media Inc.

Following their win 
against Douglas on Feb. 
3, Siuslaw’s girls had a 
couple of tough losses to 
Sutherlin and Coquille 
on Feb. 6 and Feb. 10. 
The losses dropped the 
Vikings to 6-16 on the 
season and 1-6 in league 
play. 

Grabbing wins against 

the Bulldogs and Red 
Devils was always going 
to be a tall task, as 
Sutherlin and Coquille 
sit atop the Far West 
Leagues with just one 
loss between the two in 
league play this season. 

Going into their 
game with the Vikings, 
Sutherlin had a 13-7 
record, with a 4-1 mark 
in league play. Playing 
away from home, the 

Bulldogs were undaunted 
and came away with a 
49-29 win against the 
hosting Vikings. 

The next game against 
Coquille offered an even 
greater challenge, as 
the Red Devils entered 
with a 6-0 record, 
including a five-point 
win over Sutherlin on 
Jan. 30. In their other 

Will LOHRE
Country Media, Inc. 

Siuslaw’s wrestling 
teams wrapped their reg-
ular seasons at Cottage 
Grove High School, 
competing alongside and 
against 53 teams across 
the boys, girls, and JV 
boys divisions, with more 
than 750 wrestlers taking 
part in 1,423 matches 
over two days Feb. 6-7. 

Head Coach Neil 
Wartnik said his team 
had some great perfor-
mances despite recent 
bouts of sickness and 
battling the injury bug. 
It was another sweat-
soaked, gritty showing 
for the Vikings, with the 
boys finishing 18th of 
42 teams with 58 points 
and the girls taking 11th 
of 41 teams with 57.5. 
Five wrestlers finished 
their tournaments on the 
podium. 

“All our placewinners 
wrestled very well this 
weekend,” Wartnik said. 

As has so often been 
the case this season, 
senior Jacob Mann was 
at the top of the podium, 
stealing the show. Mann 
seized the 215-pound 
title with a 4-0 record, 
winning one with a pin, 
one by decision, and two 
by technical fall. While 

getting the tournament 
championship was sweet, 
it was the 7-5 win in the 
semifinal over returning 
state champion and US 
Open champion Carson 
Langford from Dallas 
High School. 

“The biggest achieve-
ment was turned in by 
Jacob Mann,” Wartnik 
said. “The 7-5 victory 
was a hard-fought match, 
but Jacob dominated 
positions and wrestled 
with great poise, taking 
advantage of his oppor-
tunities. This was the 
biggest victory of his 
career.” 

Mann rode the momen-
tum of his inspired career 
performance by domi-
nating Rainier’s Hayden 
Belcher in signature 
style, forcing a technical 
fall with a 16-1 advan-
tage on the scorecard. 

Senior Gage Mills, 
wrestling at 190 pounds, 
also grabbed the “biggest 
win of his career.” In 
the consolation finals, 
Mills pinned Philomath’s 
Lake Mulberry as time 
expired, notching a 
marquee win against a 
top-class opponent, and 
earning a bronze as a 
result. Mills went 4-1 on 
the weekend, polished off 

Vikings boys notch vital wins

Siuslaw wrestlers 
wrap regular season

Siuslaw girls fall to Sutherlin and Coquille

See BOYS, Page B2

See GIRLS, Page B2 See WRESTLE, Page B2
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WALLY’S
Septic Tank Pumping
$25.00 off Pumping or

$10.00 off a Service Call
Call Today to Schedule an

appointment
Call 541-997-8885

Payment must be made at the time of 
service to receive discount.

Discount does not apply to credit card or 
mailed payments.

Coupon expires - February 28, 2026

Bud’s Upholstery 
10% off 

Materials on 
any new job

When you present this coupon.
expires February, 2026

541-997-4856
87637 Hwy. 101 N, Florence

SAVE. SHOP

SUPPORT

ZERO/US TOO Florence
Prostate Cancer Education

Support on the Oregon Coast

www.ustooflorence.org

BOTH MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY ON HOLD.
WATCH SIUSLAW NEWS FOR RESUMPTION

• Tuesday Evening Group (2nd Tuesday) 
5-7 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Bryan Mehlhaff attends.

• Tuesday Lunch Group (3rd Tuesday) 
12 noon – 1:00 p.m. – Ichiban Chinese/Japanese 
Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Roger McKimmy attends.

Contact Bob for more information:  
(H) 541-997-6626 • (C) 541-999-4239

47maribob38@gmail.com

OREGON COAST 
HUMANE SOCIETY

The Thrift Shop
February, 2026

Orange Tags are  
50% off!

Hours:   
Mon-Sat: 10am - 5pm 

Sun: 11am - 5pm

(541) 997-5705
1193 Bay St., Old Town Florence

Shoppe
LOCAL
#MyFlorence
Shop. Eat. Support.

Friendship - Fellowship – Fun
FAITH DIRECTORY

To include your organization in this directory, 
please call us @ 541-997-3441

BAHA’I FAITH OF FLORENCE 
“What is Baha’i, and Why?” 2nd Monday 7:00 pm

Interfaith Devotions 4th Monday 7:00 pm
Info and meeting location: 541-590-0779 

Zoom link on Facebook: Florence Baha’i Community
All ARE WELCOME!

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
4590 Hwy. 101 N, across from Fred Meyer-

541 997-7418
SUNDAY SERVICES - Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM; Worship 10:45 AM;
High School Youth 7- 9 PM

MID-WEEK- Women’s Bible Study-Tuesday 
10:00-Noon and Thursday

7:00-8:00PM; Men’s Bible Study Thursday 
8:00-9:30 AM; Middle

School Youth Wed. 7-9 PM.
Sunday Worship streams live at Community Baptist 

Church Facebook Page

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Corner of 10th & Maple- 541-997-3533

Sunday Services 9am
1st Service in person

 Sunday Services 11am
2nd Service in person & livestreamed

Wednesday kids/youth night is at 6:30 
NOT livestreamed.

https://www.florencecrossroadag.org/church-online
Other platforms update after the service.

florencecrossroadag.org 
office@florencecrossroadag.org

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2nd & Ivy  -  541-997-2961  -   Non-Denominational

Service is on Sunday at 10:00 am  
Sunday Service also streaming live at 10am 

at florencechurch.com

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
FELLOWSHIP

87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road
RUAUU?  Come explore the answer with us.

Sunday Worship Services ~ 10:00am
www.florenceuuf.com

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School for adults is at 9:00 a.m.

Online services at 
 www.florenceoregonumc.org 

or find us on Facebook.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH
1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.
Sunday Service 10:00 am  

Wednesday Bible Study returns this Fall.
Website: florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN E.L.C.A.
NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.

“Serving Christ by serving others.”
21st & Spruce Streets—(541) 997-8113

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m.
Online services available on our FaceBook, YouTube, 

and website: www.florencenewlifelutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
3996 N Hwy 101       541-997-7136

Internet and in person Sunday Services at 10:30am,
Adult Sunday School is at 9:30am.

 Call the church for details. 
Reverend Greg Wood

All Welcome. Come as you are.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  
(QUAKERS)

A Faith Community committed to peace since 1652.
 Silent Worship Sundays 11am, fellowship at Noon.

Call for locations 541-515-8191.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, L.C.M.S.

Worship Services 10 am  •  Bible Study 9:00 am
Pastor Steve Waterman

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 
Facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchFlorence

www.puppro.wixite.com/rlcflorence

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL
Church Welcomes You

Worship Sun. 10am Wed 11am 2135 19th St.
541-997-6600 standrewssecretary19@gmail.com  

Labyrinth & Garden daily 8am-5pm
“Be the change.”

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312
Mass Times: Daily: Tue, Wed, Fri 9:00 AM

Adoration & Confession Fri 9:30-10:30 AM
Saturday 5:30 PM and Sunday 11:00 AM

Fr. Amir Welcomes All to Attend

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
4 lines, approx 15 words, $15 a week • 4 week Minimum 

• Deadline: Tuesday end of day one week prior

Community Briefs
America 250! 
Help make this a 
memorable event!

From Daughters of the 
American Revolution

America 250! Planning is 
underway.

As our community and the rest 
of the country prepare to cele-
brate America 250, please join us 
in helping make this special right 
here in Florence!

A planning meeting will 
be held n the Bromley Room 
at Siuslaw Public Library on 
Wednesday, February 18th 

at 4:30 pm. If you plan to 
attend, please email Jacquie 
Beveridge, DAR4Jacquie@gmail.
com

The website https://america250.
org/ offers a wealth of informa-
tion. Additional information will 
be shared at this meeting to help 
ensure this is a memorable event!

Need help with your 
organization? 

Siuslaw Vision will address 
City Club on Thursday, February 
12, 2026, in the Bromley Room 
of the Siuslaw Public Library. 

The meeting begins promptly at 
1:30 p.m.

Bring questions, concerns, & 
goals that your group is facing 
and ask Siuslaw Vision members 
for suggestions, and/or answers.

Go to CityClubofFlorence@
Facebook.com

Or call 541-999-0745 for more 
information.

FOR Community 
Potluck Supper/
Game Night

Wednesday, February 25 
5:30- 7:30 pm. at the Florence 

Community Presbyterian Church 
3996 Highway 101

Please join us at this family 
friendly event to connect, share 
and bring ideas for  strengthen-
ing  our community! There will 
be information tables from vari-
ous community organizations. If 
your group wants to have a table, 
please let us know.

After supper, games will be 
provided for family fun and enter-
tainment ( or bring your own)!

Childcare will be available. 
FOR will provide juice, coffee 
and tea. Please bring your favor-
ite dish to share .Contact us at 
forflorenceor@gmail.com or 
Florence ORganizes on Facebook.

the Vikings also used a 
balanced attack, with seven 
other plays scoring.

Only a few days later on 
Feb. 10, Siuslaw secured 
a second straight win 
by more than 20 points. 
Hosting the Red Devils, 
Siuslaw scored its third 
win in four games, beating 
Coquille 64-41 to improve 
to 4-3 in league play and 
13-9 overall. 

“Another dominant per-
formance by our boys,” 
Perry said after the game. 

Again, Lake played an 
important part, scoring 20 
points, including 12 in the 
first half. Asher Borgnino 
led the Vikings in scoring 
against the Red Devils, 
putting up 21. Borgnino 
played with an aggressive 
edge, forcing the issue and 
drawing plenty of fouls. 
He knocked down seven 

of his eight attempts at the 
charity stripe. Blankeship 
added another nine points 
to his season total, and 
seven other Vikings scored 
at least a point. 

It was a critical win to 
keep Siuslaw’s hopes of an 
automatic league playoff 
berth alive. Only the top 
two Far West teams are 
guaranteed a spot in the 
state championship.

Ahead of the team’s 
games against South 
Umpqua and Glide on Feb. 
13 and Feb. 17, Siuslaw 
was sitting third in the Far 
West, positioned behind 
South Umpqua (6-1, 13-7) 
and Douglas (7-0, 17-4). 
The results from those 
games are unavailable at 
the time of press. 

If Siuslaw can win 
against South Umpqua 
and Glide, the season will 
come down to Siuslaw’s 
final game against league 
leaders Douglas, a team 
Siuslaw barely lost to in 
their first matchup. 

Boys
From Page B1

five games, they posted 
winning margins of at 
least 25 points. Coming 
into the game against the 
Vikings, Coquille was the 
#7-ranked 3A team in the 
state. In their previous 
matchup on Jan. 23, the 
Vikings came up short 
58-16, and the rematch on 
Feb. 10 offered Siuslaw 
a chance to remeasure 

where they stack up 
against the class of the 
Far West. 

The Vikings fought 
valiantly. Siuslaw actu-
ally started the game 
trading baskets and 
took a 4-2 lead out of 
the gate. That opening 
single-basket advantage 
was not to last, however. 
The Red Devils stormed 
ahead on the back of a 
14-2 run, going up 16-6. 
After trading baskets, 
with the score 20-10, 
Coquille sparked another 

run, scoring 11 straight 
points to pull away 31-10. 
The game ended 54-21, 
but the Vikings showed 
improvement over their 
previous game, scoring 
five more points than they 
did against Coquille in 
January. It was also the 
third most points Coquille 
had given up in their 
seven league games this 
season. 

Aidell Cadet led the 
Vikings in points, scor-
ing nine of their 21, but 
a well-rounded game 

from freshman Ryleigh 
Panschow was another 
highlight of the game. 
Panschow finished 
with seven points, 12 
rebounds, and five steals. 
Panschow was every-
where and grabbed signif-
icant percentages of the 
team’s 27 rebounds and 
12 steals. Also registering 
points for Siuslaw were 
Avey Hulet (2 points), 
Pearl Jensen (2 points), 
and Maren Hughes (1 
point). 

Despite the league 

record of 1-6, the Vikings 
sat fourth of the six teams 
in the Far West, ahead of 
South Umpqua (1-6, 2-16) 
and Douglas (1-6, 2-17), 
as of Feb. 12. At the time 
of press, the Vikings have 
scored the fourth-most 
points in the league. 

Results from games 
against South Umpqua on 
Feb. 13 and Glide on Feb. 
17, are unavailable at the 
time of press. The Vikings 
will look to finish the sea-
son strong when they play 
Douglas on Feb. 19. 

Girls
From Page B1

with that signature win. 
For the girls, senior 

Danin Lacouture posted 
another podium perfor-
mance, taking second at 
140 pounds. Lacouture 
was dominant in the 
first three rounds of the 
tournament, pinning each 
of her first three oppo-
nents to reach the finals. 
Once there, Lacouture 
couldn’t quite get a han-
dle on Coquille’s Paisley 

Morrison, a returning state 
champion. Also placing 
for Siuslaw were Molly 
Mills and Emma Ford. 

“Molly Mills added an 
impressive 4th place at 
125, and Emma Ford had 
her best tournament of the 
year, placing 5th at 105 
pounds,” Wartnik said. 

Mills dominated in her 
first matchup, besting 
Glide’s Montana Holcomb 
with a resounding 19-2 
technical fall victory. 
In the quarterfinals, 
Mills couldn’t get the 
better of Ashland’s Lily 
Dominguez, losing by 

fall. Once in the con-
solation bracket, Mills 
marshaled an impres-
sive run, winning three 
matches in a row to reach 
the bronze medal match. 
There she ended up fall-
ing to Oakridge’s Victoria 
Keller, and finished the 
tournament with a 4-2 
record. 

On her run to fifth, 
Ford also put together a 
4-2 record. She pinned 
her first opponent to make 
the quarterfinals, but 
was pinned by #2-seeded 
Cadence Morales in the 
quarterfinals. In her next 

two matches, Ford reg-
istered two more pins 
to reach the consolation 
semifinals. After a tough 
loss to Oakridge’s Aurora 
Somerville, Ford notched 
her fourth and final win, 
securing fifth with another 
pin. 

On the JV Side, Siuslaw 
had two placewinners: 
Waylon Griffiths placed 
3rd at 113, and Caleb 
McCurdy placed 4th at 
120. 

The following week-
end, the boys competed 
at the district tournament 

at Creswell High School 
on Feb. 14. Favored to 
advance to the state tour-
nament were Jacob Mann, 
Gage Mills, Ali Ijaz, and 
Yair Brito Xilot, with dark 
horses including Waylon 
Griffiths and Aris Lade, 
according to Wartnik. The 
results are unavailable at 
the time of press.

The girls’ district will 
be Feb. 20-21 at Cottage 
Grove High School, with 
Lacouture and Mills 
favored to advance to the 
state championships, with 
Ford as a dark horse.

Wrestle
From Page B1

Jim Davis, Sales

Come take a look at our ever 
changing inventory!
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1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help

Kyle Lewis
Broker

541 991-6728

89555 Shore Crest Dr. - $450,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1512 SqFt. Meticulously main-
tained, spacious home with floor-to-ceiling windows, 
and an abundance of parking. #3732-270810465

Your connection to local professionals in every area of home improvement.

 CCB# 221760
541-590-7027 • coastalhomeservicesflorence.com

COASTAL HOME 
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning, Dryer vent Cleaning, Gutter 
Cleaning, Pressure Washing and more.

Your Full 
Service People 
“For All Things 

Forgotten”

OPSC# 39458 / SAM# 831298500/7E6J9
541-997-3825

NEIL’S CARPET 
CLEANING

Steam or Dry • Smoke • Water Cleanup

Carpet & 
Upholstery 

509 Hwy 101 • 541-997-3781

PEST TECH, INC.
Honesty • Quality • Integrity

Pest control & carpenter ant specialist 
Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured. 

Residential 
& 

Commercial 

1645 Kingwood St, Florence • CCB#64
541-997-2422 • www.trane.com

FLORENCE HEATING 
& SHEET METAL

Heating Systems•Heat Pumps
Sales/Service•Architectural Flashing

Florence’s 
Oldest & 
Largest 
Heating 

Contractor

1645 Kingwood St, Florence • CCB#64
541-997-2422 • www.trane.com

FLORENCE HEATING 
& SHEET METAL

Heating Systems•Heat Pumps
Sales/Service•Architectural Flashing

Florence’s 
Oldest & 
Largest 
Heating 

Contractor 

564 E 13th Ave., Eugene, OR 97401 
541-342-3678 • atiyehbros.com

ATIYEH BROS
CCB#3590

Area Rug 
Cleaning 
& Repair

509 Hwy 101 • 541-997-3781

PEST TECH, INC.
Honesty • Quality • Integrity

Pest control & carpenter ant specialist 
Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured.

Residential 
& 

Commercial To include 
your business 

in this 
monthly 

section call 
541-997-3441

 CCB# 221760
541-590-7027 • coastalhomeservicesflorence.com

COASTAL HOME 
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning, Dryer vent Cleaning, Gutter 
Cleaning, Pressure Washing and more.

Your Full 
Service People 
“For All Things 

Forgotten”

Florence, Oregon
541-999-9521 • CCB# 202395

COOL BREEZE 
REFRIGERATION HEATING & AIR

We’re here to provide solutions to all you’re 
refrigeration, heating and air conditioning needs.

Give us
 a call 

today!

394 Kingwood Street, Florence
541-997-1080

GOODMANS’ 
FLOOR COVERING

CCB#84593 • Since 1979

‘We 
Put the 
Floor in 

Florence’

JULIA SHUMWAY
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

Gov. Tina Kotek and 
mayors of 31 cities have 
a message for the fed-
eral government: Stop 
all immigration enforce-
ment in Oregon until 
recent violent incidents 
in Minneapolis, Portland 
and elsewhere are fully 
investigated.

Kotek and the mayors 
sent a letter to Homeland 
Security Secretary Kristi 
Noem and White House 
border czar Tom Homan 
on Thursday, Feb. 5, say-
ing they represent commu-
nities that are afraid of and 
morally opposed to federal 
officers’ tactics. 

“The actions of your 
officers are not making our 
communities safer,” they 
wrote. “Parents are afraid 
to take their children to 
school. Families are avoid-
ing health care. People 
are scared to go to work 
or even go to the store for 

essentials, let alone support 
a range of small busi-
nesses. The actions of your 
officers, especially the use 
of lethal force, are damag-
ing local economies and 
hurting the people we are 
responsible for protecting 
and serving.”

Most of the 31 may-
ors who signed onto the 
letter represent cities in 
the Portland region and 

Willamette Valley, but it 
also includes signers from 
the coast, Central Oregon 
and Rogue Valley. 

Portland Mayor Keith 
Wilson and Eugene Mayor 
Kaarin Knudson, both 
of whom have navigated 
recent incidents of federal 
officers using tear gas on 
protesters outside federal 
buildings in the state’s 
largest and third-largest 

cities, signed the letter. 
Salem Mayor Julie Hoy, 
who voted in December 
against declaring a state of 
emergency over increased 
immigration enforcement 
in Oregon’s second-largest 
city, did not. 

While most of the may-
ors who signed come from 
liberal-leaning cities, the 
list of signers also includes 
the mayors of the deeply 
Republican city of Detroit, 
which President Donald 
Trump won by 45 points 
in 2024, and Carlton and 
Dayton, two small Yamhill 
County cities he won by 
double digits. 

The letter included a 
commitment to the state’s 
decades-old sanctuary 
law that prohibits local 
governments from using 
their resources to enforce 
federal immigration law. 
Oregon voters upheld that 
law by a 2-to-1 margin in 
2018. 

“Our message to our 
immigrant and refugee 

communities is unequiv-
ocal: We stand with you. 
You belong here,” it ended. 
“Our message to your 
administration is equally 
clear: Current practices 
must change immediately.”

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/briefs/
oregon-gov-kotek-mayors-
call-for-pause-on-immigra-
tion-enforcement/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact 
Editor Lynne Terry for 
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

 Kotek, mayors call for pause on immigration enforcement

Gov. Tina Kotek discusses legislative priorities 
in the 2026 short session in a meeting with 
reporters at the Oregon State Capitol on Jan. 28, 
2026. Mia Mldonado / Oregon Capital Chronicle
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 L INER ADS:  snc lass i f ieds@count rymedia .ne t   •   LEGALS:  lega ls@count rymedia .ne t

Classified

BRANSON HOME 
MAINTENANCE

Small home projects, 
gutter cleaning, fixture 
replacing, pressure 
washing, stuff remov-
al, furniture assembly, 
interior and exterior 
repairs. Call Michael 
at 541-430-7386

105
CLEANING SERVICES

FLORENCE 
CLEANING LLC

Licensed, Bonded, 
& Insured, Provides 
Consistent, High 
Quality Residential 

Cleaning. Call today 
at 541-999-5033 or 
Book at www.florence-
cleaning.com.

150
MISC SERVICES

Call LeafGuard and 
say goodbye to gutter 
cleaning for good. No 
cleaning. No leaking. 
No water damage. 
No more ladder acci-
dents. Get LeafGuard 
today and be pro-
tected for life. FREE 
estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off to-
tal purchase (Restric-
tions may apply.) Call 
1-877-300-7977.

DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 

Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-
536-8838.

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

IF YOU HAD KNEE 
OR HIP REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY and 
suffered an infection 
due to use of a Bair 
Hugger (Blue Blan-
ket), between 2020 
and the present time, 
you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call 
attorney Charles H. 
Johnson 800/535-
5727.

Jacuzzi Bath Remod-
el can install a new, 
custom bath or show-
er in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installa-
tion costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer ends 
6/30/25.) Call 1-855-
341-5268.

Loving, home-study 
approved couple in 
San Diego ready to of-
fer a joyful, secure life 
to a newborn. Expens-
es paid. Call/text Eddy 
619-356-1976.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 
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• Residential
• Land

• Commercial
• Property 

Management

Pending Comfortable 3 bdrm, 2 bath home 
with 2202 sq. ft. of living space in the gated 

community of Florentine Estates. Attached spacious 
3-car garage. Fenced back yard with deck and 
greenhouse. $440,000 List #1331/182266394

Vintage 2 bdrm, 1 bath 
bungalow. 2 bdrm, 1 bath, 

large open living space 
& updated kitchen. 1-car 

attached garage with shop/
hobby space. Fenced back 
yard. Family room with 

French door to oversized 
back deck. $359,000 List 

#1349/608992922Charming 2-story home with 1958 sq. ft. of living 
space. 3 bdrm, 2.5 baths, double car garage. Main 
floor living space & bedroom. Gourmet kitchen. 
Upper level has 2 bdrms & kitchenette. $559,900 

List #1363/288254791

.29 Acre lot in a private and peaceful Munsel 
Acres neighborhood. This lot is level and has 

peek-a-boo views of Munsel Lake. Community 
has shared natural space & dock. $299,000 List 

#1325/728106937

*Pending* Inviting single-family home located in 
the Park Village neighborhood. 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 

1676 sq. ft. of living space with a double car garage 
& spacious driveway. Split floorplan & custom 

kitchen. $484,000 List #1352/648885299

Unit 303 at Driftwood Shores is an upper level “A” 
Style studio suite with a kitchen & full bathroom. 

This unit is in the rental pool & features all the 
upgraded finishes of the complex. Private Ocean 
front balcony! $205,000 List #1304/774805752

Charming 2 bdrm, 1 bath home with 936 sq. ft. 
of living space on a .28 acre lot with lots of RV 

parking and hookups. Large sun-room & storage 
space. Outdoor sheds & fenced yard. $399,900 List 

#1350/641079396

*Prime commercial lot 
with 250 feet of Highway 

101 frontage. Property 
was previously a site for 
restaurant with a paved 
parking lot for 15 cars. 

Blocks off the Hwy 101 & 
Hwy 126 junction. $458,000 

List #1343/503682183 or 
349985048

Refined coastal living 
within the Oceanfront gated 
community of Kla-Ha-Nee. 
Three lots totaling .73 Acre 
of a lot. Home has 3 bdrm, 
3.5 bath, and 3,754 sq. ft. of 
living space. Attached 2-car 

garage. $1,650,000 List 
#1347/653108556

1870 Hwy 126, Suite A
PO Box 3040

Florence, OR
VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.WCRESI.COM

• Residential
• Land

• Commercial
• Property 

Management

In town lot measures 26’x150’. Has paved Maple 
Street frontage and back alleyway access. Flat lot 

is clear and ready to build. City Services available. 
Mainstreet District A zoning. $74,500 List 

#1264/24079224

Two bedroom, two bath 
home located on a 1+ acre 
lot south of Florence. 1654 
sq. ft. of living space with a 

double attached carport space 
and detached 24x36 RV 

garage. Unique construction 
details. $469,900 List 

#1241/24060312
Commercial building features paved parking and 

a 4,156 sq. ft. building on a .21 acre lot. Two 
story with main commercial space below and 

bathroom, lounge & storage above. $560,000 List 
#1171/23549465

Two bedroom, 2 bath home with 900 sq. ft. of 
living space in a beautiful neighborhood just up 
the road from the Siuslaw River. Built in 2024.  

Covered parking area, covered back deck.  .42 acre 
private lot. $364,500 List #1271/185834075

Build your custom home or place your 
manufactured home on this .15 acre lot. Located on 
a cul-de-sac in the Siuslaw Village neighborhood of 

Florence. $68,500 List #1174/23622889

Studio condo at Courtyard Condominiums is 
an upstairs end unit with 341 sq. ft. of living 

space. Unit has a kitchen & full bath. Complex 
has paved parking, and is located centrally to 

shopping, schools & healthcare. $109,900 List 
#1272/562758289

Build your custom home or place a MFD home 
on this great lot across from the Munsel Lake boat 

landing. Septic approval on file. Great location 
ready to go! $139,000 List #1185/23145536

Six acres on Siltcoos Lake with 
two home sites, 8 tax lots and 

room for improvements. Lower 
home is 3 bdrm, 1 bath with 
1190 sq. ft. of living space. 
Private dock & a detached 
garage. $1,599,000 List 

#1255/24398447

In-town 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with 1282 sq. ft. of 

living space on a deep lot with 
a double car garage and bonus 
concrete parking pad for RV. 
Open living, dining, kitchen 
area has slider to one of the 
two back decks. $379,000 

List #1243/24195738

1870 Hwy 126, Suite A
PO Box 3040

Florence, OR
VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.WCRESI.COM
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CARPET
CLEANING

Upholstery

STEAM OR DRY
Smoke • Water Cleanup

997-3825
Certified-Bonded

CCB #96660

Major credit cards accepted

Blinds • Shades • Draperies • Shutters
We Design ~ We Install

Residential • Commercial • 30 Years Experience

CCB#212734
541-991-3405

Located in Florence

 BLINDS / WINDOW TREATMENTS

3298 Highway 101, Florence, OR 97439 
www.garnerlawoffi ce.net

Business Law
Real Estate Law

Free Consultations
541.991.8121

LEGAL SERVICES

SIUSLAW VALLEY ELECTRIC, INC.
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL CONTRACTING

1710 Laurel Way - Airport Industrial Park
Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri., 8 A.M. to Noon

Forrest G. Grigsby • Stanton E. Grigsby
P.O. Box 1216 • sve-1973-grigsby@hotmail.comO
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Phone 997-8821
FAX 997-3723

ELECTRICAL

Tweety Sez:

Consistent, Quality Cleaning.

For clean as a whistle, call 997-2385.
Florence Janitorial Services

Bill and Jo Hine, Owners
CERTIFIED, LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

tfc
CCB #96660

 CLEANING SERVICES

CCB#197439

Ant’s Concrete
Excavation, fl at work, sidewalks, 
patios, demos and much more!
Call Anthony at 541.735.4836

CONCRETE / PAVING

PROPANE SERVICES

We Pride ourselves on providing the best customer service possible. 
541-746-4621 • www.rdpropane.com

R&D Propane
Residential and Commercial delivery service

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983
Now Serving Now Serving 

Florence!Florence!
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PAINTING

INTERIOR | EXTERIOR | RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
Serving Lane County Since 1997 CCB#207458

Jorge’s Detail Painting
LLC

General Contractor

www.PainterJorge.com  541-521-3271

Dryrot & Repair

For Every Real Estate Listing in Town

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

See: www.trhunter.com
The Rambling Rose - $195,000

4200 SqFt 
Business 
Opportunity. 
Turnkey Old Town 
restaurant offer-
ing prime visibility, 
full equipment, 
strong tourism, 
and growth 
potential. #3715-
671951240

Pacific View Dr. #700 - $175,000
0.69 acre lot 
in Pacific View 
Business Park, 
ideal for offic-
es, light manu-
facturing, or 
R&D. Potential 
tax incentives 
and savings. 
#3497- 
23155611Support Local Journalism. | Subscribe Today!  

Give us a call at 541.997.3441
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today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 
and service. Now 
featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limit-
ed time! Call today! 
Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-833-
395-1433.

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 
talk, text and data. 
No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimit-
ed talk and text with 
flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. 
based customer ser-
vice. For more infor-
mation, call 1-877-
916-0803.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional 
installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

The Generac PWR-
cell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for pow-
er outages and pow-
er your home. Full 
installation services 
available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. 
Call 1-844-989-2328.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 

busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. 
Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. 
Call 1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, 
get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-866-249-8679.

Wesley Financial 
Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancella-
tion Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. 
Get free information-
al package and learn 
how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 
844-487-0221.

300
ANNOUNCEMENTS

TSN26-108 PORT 
SEEKS COMMISSION 

APPLICANTS 
The Port of Siuslaw 
Board of Commission-
ers will appoint a district 
citizen to fill the Posi-
tion 2 vacancy created 
by the recent resignation 
of R. Dale Edwards. The 
term of the appointee 
will expire on 30 June 
2027 at which time an 
elected successor will 
be seated. Persons 
wishing to be appointed 
to the Port Commission 
vacancy should obtain 
an application from the 
Port office at 100 Harbor 
Street, or the Port’s web 
site www.portofsiuslaw.
com. Applications will be 
accepted until 5:00pm 
Friday, March 13, 2026. 
Applicants must be reg-
istered voters residing 
within the Port of Siuslaw 
district. Applicants may 
be invited for interviews. 
The Port of Siuslaw is 
a Special District autho-
rized by Oregon law to 
help sustain the eco-
nomic vitality of western 
Lane County. The district 
boundary encompass-
es most of the Siuslaw 
River watershed, includ-
ing the coastal commu-
nities of Florence and 
Dunes City, and extend-
ing upriver to Mapleton, 
Walton, Lorane, and 
Blachly. The Port is the 
sponsor of the federal 
maritime investment in 
Lane County for main-
tenance of the channel, 
harbor, jetties, and nav-
igable ocean bars. The 
Port also has significant 
authority under Oregon 
statute for local eco-
nomic development and 
infrastructure projects 

that encourage job cre-
ation and tourism. The 
Port of Siuslaw Board 
of Commissioners meet 
regularly at 7:00pm on 
the third Wednesday of 
each month in the Port 
office at 100 Harbor 
Street in Florence. Reg-
ular Port Commission 
meetings are open to the 
public. Questions should 
be directed to the Port 
office at 541-997-3426

TSN26-107 PORT 
SEEKS BUDGET 

COMMITTEE MEMBER
The Port of Siuslaw 
Board of Commission-
ers invites applications 
from residents inter-
ested in serving on the 
Port’s Budget Commit-
tee. Interested persons 
should obtain an applica-
tion from the Port office 
at 100 Harbor Street, 
or from the Port’s web 
site: www.portofsiuslaw.
com. Applications will 
be accepted until 5pm, 
Friday, March 13, 2026. 
Applicants must be reg-
istered voters residing 
within the Port of Siu-
slaw district. The district 
boundary encompass-
es most of the Siuslaw 
River watershed, includ-
ing the communities of 
Florence and Dunes City, 
and extending upriver 
to Mapleton, Walton, 
Lorane, and Blachly. 
The Budget Committee 
is a standing commit-
tee of five members that 
sits jointly with the Port 
Commission to public-
ly review and revise the 
annual budget. The Bud-
get Committee approves 
the budget and tax levy. 
The budget then goes to 
the Port Commission to 
be adopted. Committee 

members serve three-
year terms which expire 
on June 30. A Budget 
Committee Member is 
expected to spend up 
to 20 hours that includes 
reviewing the budget 
and meeting 1-3 times 
from May through June 
each year. The Com-
mittee may be called to 
meet again during the 
year in the event of a 
significant budget-
ary change. Questions 
should be directed to the 
Port office at 541-997-
3426.

150
MISC SERVICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES



8  SIUSLAW NEWS • WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2026

TR Hunter Real Estate
1749 Highway. 101, Florence OR 97439

www.trhunter.com
541-997-1200 • 800-210-7453 

Tim Sapp
Owner / 

Principal Broker
541 999-8230

Richard Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-6677

Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-2151

Crystell Wise
Principal Broker, 
CRS, SRS, SRES

541 991-9487

Kyle Lewis
Broker

541 991-6728

Aileen Sapp
Broker, SRS, 

SRES
541 999-5396

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

Kelsey Peterson
Broker

541-999-2584

Vanessa Buss
Broker

541-991-0478

Wendy Krause
Broker

541 999-7765

Haylee Cole
Broker

541-999-2112

Mike Blankenship
Broker, 

ABR, SRS
541 991-7826

Brandi Hart
Broker

541 999-2671

Nichole Lewis
Broker

541 999-8786

Heidi White
Broker

541 600-6058

89510 Hwy 101 #26 - $60,000
2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 784 SqFt. Recently upgraded doors, 
shower, laminate flooring, windows, ceiling fans, elec-
tric panel, shed and carport. #3694-555498165

5170 Grand Ave #19 - $129,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1052 SqFt. Nice, clean, completely 
upgraded manufactured home in Big Spruce MHP is a 
must see! #3685-571961488

4838 Lake Blvd. - $925,000
3 Bdrms, 3.5 Baths, 1884 SqFt. Large turnkey home 
with Siltcoos Lake views, boathouse/dock and RV 
Parking. #3700-717794144

4990 Mitchell Loop Rd. - $585,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2665 SqFt. Custom ranch style home 
with open living, sunroom, and garage with RV parking. 
#3695-161538459

87511 Tiernan Rd. - $425,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1866 SqFt. Secluded property with 
mature fruit trees, custom kitchen, bonus room, shop, 
and river access. #3714-272688773

1070 Bay St #22 - $447,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 984 SqFt. Bay Bridge condo with river and dune views, pellet stove, patio, storage 
shed. #3743-159787344

179 Outer Dr. - $296,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1100 SqFt. Peaceful Coast Village home with natural light, cozy spaces, garden 
paths, and convenient amenities. #3716-756515536

2060 20th St. - $392,500
3 bdrms, 1 bath, 960 SqFt. Extensively updated home with modern kitchen, new roof, fireplace, 
garage upgrades, outdoor spaces. #3728-362336387

238 Horseshoe Bend - $179,500
1 Bdrm, 1 Bath, 500 SqFt. Nice corner lot with RV hookups. Home is well cared for with bonus room 
and garden. #3690-524301067

New Listing

Price Reduced Price Reduced

Price Reduced

89510 Hwy 101 #23 - $60,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 924 SqFt. Spacious, clean, and 
affordable. Appliances included. Lake access. Move-in 
ready condition. #3679-545143954

1600-29 Rhododendron Dr. - $249,000
3 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 1308 SqFt. Inviting 55+ retreat featur-
ing pellet stove, efficient heating, new appliances, 
covered deck, workshop. #3698-344579839

5262 Nopal St. - $430,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1493 SqFt. Coastal charm meets 
modern living in the desirable Three Mile Prairie neigh-
borhood. #3670-317018212

87675 Hwy 101 #5 - $28,000
2 Bdrms, 1.5 Baths, 684 SqFt. Single-wide mobile-only 
in Heceta Village Park, sold as-is, fixer-upper, renova-
tion opportunity. #3731-628167206

1601-676 Rhododendron Dr. - $349,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1512 SqFt. Updated home in 55+ 
Greentrees Village with vaulted ceilings, skylights, 
covered porch, and ample parking. #3665-689410988

100 Rhododendron Dr • $865,000
3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, 1952sqft. Riverfront home with 
3-car garage and RV parking pad. Potential for a boat 
ramp and dock. #3537-24452689

3890 Spruce St. - $405,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1478 SqFt. Oversized garage, RV 
parking, beautiful fir trees, in-town! #3671-699141635

3932 Spruce St. - $524,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1472 SqFt. Enclosed sunroom, RV 
parking with hookups, outdoor hobby room and tool 
shed with gardens. #3717-687208935

290 Harbor St. - $1,599,000
5 Bdrms, 3 Baths, 2201 SqFt. Restored 1894 Old Town 
cottage with new garage, ADU, luxury upgrades, mod-
ern comfort throughout. #3724-327759244

133 Shoreline Dr. - $845,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2120 Sqft. New Construction! Quality 
craftsmanship and finishes. 3-bay garage with paved 
parking. #3620-575874537

83763 Hwy 101 #10 - $115,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 800 SqFt. Move-in ready home in 
55+ Lakeshore Park. Peaceful, low-maintenance, all-
season comfort and charm! #3664-366140328

13904 Stagecoach Rd. - $584,000
4 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2152 SqFt. 5 acre, riverfront property 
with horse stalls, chicken coops, duck pond, and more! 
#3689-285143016

1699 27th St. #5 - $79,000
2 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 924 SqFt. Well kept manufactured 
home in Ocean Breeze Park with sunroom, fenced 
backyard, and alley access. #3723-583761940

2937 Munsel Lake Rd. - $399,000
3 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 1013 SqFt. Move-in ready single-level 
home with updated kitchen, fenced yard, RV parking, 
and abundant natural light. #3725-445649944

1940 Willow St. - $299,000
3 bdrms, 2 baths, 912 SqFt. Single-level home with 
functional kitchen, fenced yard, storage shed, spacious 
outdoor living. #3727-676065880
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