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Captured! Two-
year search 
ends in arrest of 
convicted rapist

STAFF REPORT
Country Media, Inc. 

A Florence man convicted 
of rape and on the run for 
two years has been caught in 
California.

Detectives arrested 48-year-
old Jack Duane Crist, at an 
apartment in Chico. Crist was 
wanted in Lane County on a 
Rape 1 conviction and had led 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office 
(LCSO) detectives on a nearly 
two-year search across multiple 
states, according to  LCSO Sgt. 
Tim Wallace.

According to court 

During halftime at the Feb. 19 basketball game against Douglas, the Siuslaw High Cheer Team stacked, balanced 
and launched some of their own in a performance that surely made some parents gasp. Tony Reed photo. 

By TONY REED
The Siuslaw News

Florence residents woke up 
Feb. 17 to find a small layer 
of hail on their vehicles and 
a chill in the air, followed 
by steady rain and then light 
snow by 10 am. According to 
readings from the Florence 
Municipal Airport, tem-
peratures dropped from the 
40s to about 35 overnight. 
Temperatures dropped for the 
next few nights. Overnight con-
ditions were rain mixed with 
snow, and residents woke up to 
frozen puddles and cars.

In that same timeframe, 
volunteers and staff from the 
Florence Emergency Cold 
Weather Shelter Committee 
(FECWSC) welcomed, hosted 
and fed many homeless resi-
dents at their temporary loca-
tion in north Florence. 

FECWSC president Taylor 
Kohn said the number of guests 

may have been a record for the 
first few nights from Feb. 16 to 
Feb. 19. 

“The last two nights we have 
had 15 people each night. We 
can fit 20,” she said Feb 19, 
noting that the shelter has a 

supply of new air mattresses 
that can be inflated for addi-
tional guests. 

“For having that many peo-
ple, it has run very smoothly,” 
she said. “We have a well-
trained night crew, who are 

paid staff, and they do a great 
job making sure people are 
supervised. This will be our 
fourth night. The first night 
we had 11, and then 15 on the 

Students make 
honor roll

Siuslaw High School and 
Siuslaw Middle School have 
released their Honor Roll 
lists for the first semes-
ter. According to Principal 
Mike Harklerode, to qualify 
for Honor Roll, students must 
have a 3.5 GPA for the semes-
ter while completing a mini-
mum of 5 classes.

SIUSLAW HIGH SCHOOL
•	Anderson, Hailey M.
•	Bailey, Ayden J.
•	Borgnino, Ava G.
•	Burtt, Owen N.
•	Condy, Madison A.
•	Gates, Laila Rose M.
•	Gonzaga, Achilles V.
•	Grable, William C.
•	Hopper, Andrew W.
•	Hughes, Alison E.
•	James, Miles C.
•	Koszuta, Kiera C.
•	Lacouture, Danin E.
•	Linton, Camden M.
•	Nunez, Austin J.
•	Pitcher, Jordan J.
•	Poole, Annie
•	Salyer, Dylan K.
•	Scribner, Husky E.
•	Spencer, Ethan M.
•	Venegas, Mia A.
•	Wadzeck, Aster F.
•	Waiss, Heidi E.

By TONY REED
The Siuslaw News

An email from Siuslaw 
Outreach Services (SOS) ear-
lier this month warned about 
the pending result of funding 
reductions in 2025 and asked 
that community members and 
groups come together to help. 

“Siuslaw Outreach Services 
has been helping residents to 
move out of the unsafe living 
conditions there as well as 
help residents connect with 
legal aid services for sev-
eral years now,” the email 
reads. “However, this year 
Lane County has not distrib-
uted move-in or relocation 

assistance funds to Siuslaw 
Outreach Services due to a 
shift in funding priorities.” 

Teter later explained that 
SOS is a nonprofit agency that 
receives grants from private 
and government entities and 
foundations. SOS staff are 
available around the clock, 
and the list of distinct services 
they provide is long.

Asked for the dollar amount 
in reduced funding, Teter said 
it’s relative in terms of what 
SOS has missed out on. 

“The Covid money has 
stopped, American Restoration 
Act funding has stopped, what 
we typically receive from the 
state and county, that was 

about $100,000 drop,” he said. 
“The shift was before this fis-
cal year. We had dollars that 
were set aside to help people 
move into a place, so we 
could do that directly. Now, 
we have to refer those to Lane 
County for processing. All 
the funds we currently have 
for housing assistance are for 
past due rent, for those people 
who are housed, or if they 
are fleeing domestic or sexual 
violence. Everything else, we 
have to go through a referral 
process with the county, and 
they make the decision.”

The email said SOS is 
now directed to perform 
what is called Front Door 

Assessments to put them on 
the centralized waitlist system 
for relocation assistance. Teter 
explained that SOS has an 
application that can be filled 
out if people need assistance. 

“If they need help getting 
moved into a place, we have 
them come in, and they have 
the option of coming in and 
helping them with an online 
application for a centralized 
waitlist. That centralized 
waitlist is managed by Lane 
County Human Services 
Commission, and from there, 
they do a lottery pick system. 
They do ask us to partner with 

Cheer Team takes flight

Before opening Feb. 19, several beds waited for guests to return. Tony Reed photo

Cold Weather Shelters offers warm, restful nights

See SHELTERS, Page A6 See HONOR, Page A7

SOS calls on community to help

See SOS, Page A6

See CAPTURED, Page A7
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POLICE LOG

TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 10

At 11:50 a.m., a res-
ident turned in a set of 
keys found in the area of 
7th Street.

At 12:34 p.m., offi-
cers responded to the 
1300 block of 11th St. 
for a report of a dis-
pute between a family 
and a caregiver. It was 
reported that one of 
the family members hit 
the caregiver. Subjects 
were separated, and the 
family member was 
warned about physical 
harassment.

At 2:19 p.m., officers 
responded to the 2000 
block of 44th Street for 

a report that a caregiver 
had taken money that 
was given to purchase 
supplies. The caregiver 
was asked to leave the 
property.

At 3:45 p.m., officers 
made a traffic stop in the 
3000 block of Highway 
101. Upon checking, offi-
cers found the driver had 
a warrant from Florence 
Municipal Court. The 
driver was taken into 
custody.

At 4:04 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1600 
block of 25th St. for a 
report that first respond-
ers were doing CPR on 
a subject. The subject 
could not be resuscitated, 

and officers found noth-
ing suspicious about the 
death.

At 4:29 p.m., officers 
responded to the bus 
stop in the 700 block of 
Highway 101 for a report 
of an intoxicated subject 
inside. Subject poured out 
the contents of his bottle 
when police arrived. The 
subject was warned not to 
continue or that he would 
be arrested for disorderly 
conduct.

At 4:31 p.m., officers 
made a traffic stop in the 
2000 block of Highway 
101. Upon check-in, the 
driver was found to have 
a misdemeanor warrant 
for his arrest. While 
being taken into custody 
subject was found in 
possession of a concealed 
weapon.

At 4:44 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1400 
block of Pine St. for a 
report that someone had 
stolen a bag of aluminum 
cans. Officers report that 
the incident was captured 
on video camera and 
that the subject returned 
later to steal more cans. 

Subject was arrested for 
Theft 3. 

At 6:48 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1700 
block of 43rd St. for a 
reported verbal dispute 
between 3 to 5 subjects. 
During the investiga-
tion, one of the subjects 
attempted to leave. 
Subject was arrested for 
Trespassing 2, and taken 
to Detox where a charge 
of Criminal Mischief 3 
was added after he dam-
aged the jail cell. 

At 8 p.m., officers 
responded to report that a 
vehicle had hit a median 
and left. Officers found 
the vehicle running 
nearby, and conducted a 
field sobriety test on the 
driver. Officers deter-
mined that the driver was 
not impaired.

WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 11.

At 2:40 p.m., hey caller 
reported that a male 
subject in the area of 
the community college 
had flashed her. Officers 
patrolled the area but 
were unable to locate the 

described subject. 
At 2:56 p.m., officers 

responded to the 3500 
block of Oak Street for a 
reported dispute between 
father and son. Upon 
arrival, officers were told 
the father had taken a 
vape pen from the sun, 
who became angry and 
started kicking things 
around the house. No 
crime was committed, 
subjects were counseled, 
and no further action was 
taken.

At 4:48 p.m., officers 
responded to the 3700 
block of Highway 101 
for a reported dispute 
between two subjects. 
Officers investigated, but 
neither subject wished to 
press charges. No further 
action was taken.

At 8:28 p.m., a caller 
in the 1200 block of Bay 
Street reported hearing 
a thump on her window 
and kids laughing. The 
caller came out to find 
an adult toy affixed to 
her window. Officers 
searched the area but 
were unable to locate any 
juveniles.

THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 12.

At 12:34 a.m., a caller 
reported that a subject had 
left after making threats 
to harm himself. The sub-
ject’s license plate number 
was entered into the Flock 
camera system. Oregon 
State Police were then 
able to locate the subject 
and talk him down.

At 11:05 a.m., a caller 
reported that someone had 
been digging in the dirt 
and moving large rocks 
near the Florence Events 
Center.

At 11:41 a.m., officers 
responded to the 3500 
block of Highway 101 for 
a report that an 11-year-
old juvenile had run away. 
Juvenile was located in 
minutes, and no further 
action was taken.

At 2:32 p.m., officers 
responded to the 1700 
block of Kenwood for a 
report of a male subject 
yelling inside of business. 
Arriving officers were 
able to calm the situation, 
and the subject agreed to 
come back and talk to the 
manager later.

At 10:50 p.m., officers 
found that someone had 
placed large traffic cones 
in the roadway in the area 
of Highway 101 and 12th 
St. Cones were removed.

At 11:21 p.m., officers 
found a stopped vehicle 
in the area of Highway 
101 and 126. The driver 
told officers the car had 
stalled and wouldn’t start. 
Officers helped her push 
the car out of the road-
way and a tow truck was 
called.

FRIDAY, 
FEBRUARY 13

At 2:16 p.m., a caller 
reported losing her wallet 
in the 1800 block of 42nd 
St. The caller re-contacted 
to say she had found her 
wallet.

At 3:50 p.m., officers 
responded to the 2400 
block of 16th St. for a 
report of a verbal dispute 
between husband and 
wife. It was then reported 
that the wife’s father 
arrived, and a dispute 
between him and the hus-
band occurred. Officers 
investigated and found no 
one had been injured and 
that no crime had been 
committed. Subjects were 
counseled, and no further 
action was taken.

At 9:37 p.m., a busi-
ness in the 700 block of 
Highway 101 reported 
that a subject had left with 
a handful of merchandise.

At 11:50 p.m., an 
abandoned vehicle was 
found in the 3100 block 
of Highway 101, and a 
tow truck was called to 
remove it. 

Florence Police Department responded 
to the following calls between 
February 10 and February 16

Adam Skinner , Sales

Come take a look at 
our ever changing 
inventory!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

4838 Lake Blvd. - $925,000
3 Bdrms, 3.5 Baths, 1884 SqFt. Large turnkey 
home with Siltcoos Lake views, boathouse/dock 
and RV Parking. #3700-717794144

See POLICE, Page A5

William Louis (Bill) Free 
of San Saba, Texas, passed 
away peacefully on Saturday, 
February 7 at Advent Health 
Hospital in Killeen, Texas, 
with his wife, Marti, by his 
side.

Bill was born on June 9, 
1940, in Bryan, Texas, to 
William (Ruby) and Francis 
Free. After graduating from 
Stephen F. Austin High 
School, he enlisted in the 
Navy, serving aboard the USS Bugara 
submarine.

In 1959, Bill met Maren (Marti) Cook and 
they married in 1961. Together they raised 
four children, Kristen, Valerie, Jason, and 
Jennifer. 

After his discharge from the Navy, Bill 
began a career in finance while attending 

San Bernardino Valley 
College. In 1972, the 
Frees moved to Florence, 
Oregon, after purchasing a 
Sears Catalog Store. Later, 
Bill achieved his life-long 
ambition of becoming 
an Auctioneer and Real 
Estate Broker. In 2003 Bill 
was elected to the Oregon 
Auctioneers Hall of Fame.  

Bill was pre-deceased by his 
parents and five siblings. 

He is survived by a sister, Elizabeth Schake 
of Arizona.  In addition to his immediate 
family, he is survived by ten grandchildren 
and fifteen great-grandchildren. 

In 2021, Bill and Marti retired to San Saba, 
Texas and have become active members of 
New Hope Presbyterian Church, ECO, in 
the community of Sloan. 

William Louis Free
June 9, 1940 - February 7, 2026

Jamie Lynette Wallace (maiden Boyd) 
passed away in her home surrounded by 
the ones that loved her on Feb. 6th, 2026. 
She fought for almost 3 years with chronic 
pancreatis but eventually it took her away 
from us much too young.

Jamie was born Feb. 1st, 1976, to Darlene 
Hays and Roger Boyd in Vancouver, WA. 
She moved to Estacada, Oregon with her 
mom and called it home.

She was a hairdresser, then took care of 
children, raised award-winning Labradors, 
and worked for DSHS later on. She married 
her husband Erik M. Wallace Sep. 16, 2000. 

She loved her husband, her children, and 
animals.

She survives by her husband Erik, her 
children, six grandchildren, her dad 
Gregory, her father Roger, brothers, and 
numerous friends. Her loud laugh and never 
stop personality will be missed.

A celebration of life will be held at the 

Estacada Funeral Home on February 
28th, 2026, at 11am. All who loved her are 
welcomed.

Funeral Arrangements, Estacada Funeral 
Home on February 28th, 2026, at 11am.

Jamie Wallace
Feb 1, 1976 - Feb 6, 2026

By BOB HORNEY

This is where the “rub-
ber hits the road” – so 
to speak. Have we ever 
given thought to that 
question? By the way, 
what is Team Advocacy? 
Or, to put it another way, 
what is Bob even talking 
about?

Good questions – let’s 
see if I can answer them.

When we are totally 
able to communicate with 
our healthcare providers, 
asking questions, fully 
answering theirs, we are 
advocating for ourselves. 
We can take ourselves 
to the appointment, meet 
with our provider and 
return home with mis-
sion accomplished. Both 
the patient and provider 
depend on the exchange 
of information that occurs 
during their meeting to 

help resolve the issue at 
hand. That’s all well and 
good until one side or 
the other fails to deliver. 
When that happens, the 
health care of the patient 
suffers.

My recent visit to my 
denturist, Ryan Korando, 
painted that picture so 
clearly. We often chat 
about more than just 
dentures and I mentioned 
working on my articles 
regarding advocacy in 
the health care setting. 
I specifically mentioned 
gathering information 
about patients who are in 
need of having a patient 
advocate at their service. 
Ryan not only spoke about 
dealing with that concern 
from the health provider’s 
perspective but also spoke 
of it as an ongoing battle. 
I think we can all see the 
frustration a health care 

provider would have in 
that situation. This gets to 
the heart of my Title.

Having spent much 
time with Ryan getting 
dentures adjusted, etc., the 
patient will have many 
questions to answer that 
will guide him in adjust-
ing them properly. As 
Ryan said, when he asks 
the patient for informa-
tion like that and gets a 
“deer in the headlights” 
response he realizes his 
job just became much 
more difficult.

The situation Ryan 
describes relates directly 
to my Title.

TEAM ADVOCACY 
means I (the patient) have 
someone knowledgeable 
about my health who 
will accompany me to 
my healthcare visits and 
speak on my behalf when 
necessary. As an example, 

Marianne and I go to 
each other’s healthcare 
visits. At this point, we 
each speak as our own 
advocate, but the other 
“participates” by adding 
information, asking ques-
tions, etc. If one of us 
becomes unable to com-
municate effectively with 
our provider, the other 
will step up and become 
the advocate.

 I see the “participant” 
as one who is interested 
in assuring that the patient 
receives appropriate health 
care. By being an integral 
part of the patient’s med-
ical appointments, they 
are gaining information 
that will help them be a 
great advocate if the need 
ever arises. One list I saw 
of what an advocate does 
includes the following: 
Take notes; ask clari-
fying questions; notice 

inconsistencies; speak up 
when something doesn’t 
sound right and ensure 
follow-through on refer-
rals, tests, and treatments. 
Having an active par-
ticipant beside us at our 
health care appointments 
should be our goal.

When we absolutely 
need someone to be our 
health care advocate is not 
the time to start searching 
for one. If we have family 
members who can be our 
designated advocates, we 
are extremely fortunate. 
Having Marianne sitting 
in close proximity and 
“participating” in my 
exam is most reassur-
ing. If I get to the point 
that Marianne needs to 
become my advocate, she 
will have a lot of infor-
mation about me which 
will certainly help her.  
As I read over and over, 

advocacy isn’t a luxury, 
it’s a necessity. Think 
about it, if I ask a ques-
tion – will I remember 
the response by the time 
the exam is finished? 
Knowing me, one ques-
tion won’t satisfy my curi-
osity about what is going 
wrong with me. Having 
Marianne available to 
write them down means 
“we” will remember them. 
Sitting in a physician’s 
examining room makes 
me a firm believer in the 
old saying, Two Heads are 
Better Than One.

Here’s my take-away: 
If I was living alone, I 
would be looking for 
someone I trust to attend 
my medical appointments 
with the long-range pos-
sibility of advocating 
my health care if/when I 
am no longer capable of 
advocating for myself.

Should healthcare visits involve team advocacy?
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR:

Compliments to Tony 
Reed of the Siuslaw News 
for his fine reporting on 
the City Council decision 
regarding Flock cameras in 
Florence in the February 
11th edition of the paper. 
His reporting was well 
detailed and public com-
ments accurate. The reader 
got a good sense of what 
the session was about. 
Well done.

George Durant
Florence

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Mouse That Roared 

was a fictional movie 
about a tiny nation that 
collapses because its main 
product is duplicated in, of 
all places, California. They 
declare war on the United 
States, expecting to lose, 
and then receive aid from 
the U.S. They accidentally 
win and become a world 
power. It is important 
to remember the word 
“fictional.” On February 
2, 2026, the 5-member 
Florence City Council 
declared war on the United 
States of America by defy-
ing the Supremacy Clause 
(Article VI, Clause 2) of 
the U.S. Constitution. This 
clause makes the federal 
government the supreme 
law of the land, able to 
override conflicting state 
constitutions or statutes. 
By passing this resolution, 
we are excusing persons 
who not “only” violated 
our federal laws by enter-
ing illegally, but we are 
expected to give them 
comfort and shelter. This 
resolution admits these 
persons are “in violation of 
federal immigration laws” 
as if it were no big deal. 
Unlike the movie, when 
the federal government 
comes to call, Florence 
will not have won the war. 
Will the Geriatric Militia 
greet the National Guard 

on the corner of Routes 
101 and 126 with placards 
and canes? Will the ten 
Police Officers materialize 
with guns drawn? This is 
a town no one has heard 
of except the people who 
live here, in a state that 
has become a joke on 
the six o’clock news. It 
is time for Florence, and 
indeed, Oregon to protect 
citizens who have come 
here legally. Those who 
do not, have no rights. 
The Justice Department 
has published a list of 
Sanctuary Jurisdictions, 
and Oregon is on it. As a 
result, Oregon could lose 
significant federal money. 
But don’t worry, Salem is 
so busy dreaming up new 
laws to tax its “citizens”, 
what’s a few folks who 
“only” wandered in from a 
foreign country “in viola-
tion of federal immigration 
laws?”

Diane Manos
Florence

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Pennies/Nickels

Our federal adminis-
tration no longer issues 
pennies. There are two 
needs; without rounding, 
allow XXX.99 pricing and 
sales tax. Oregon added a 
sales tax on gross receipts 
in 2020 by legislation call-
ing it a “corporate activity 
tax” to fool us. Some 
businesses have CAT due 
on receipts though the 
ST label would be just as 
accurate.

The “Federal Reserve 
Dollar Note” paper was 
issued redeemable in sil-
ver and gold until Nixon 
in 1971 terminated this 
exchange. Smaller denom-
ination coins originally 
were like the quarter being 
1/4 ounce of silver. Our 
Administration turned to 
producing fake silver clad 
copper coins (dimes/quar-
ters) and copper clad iron 

coins (pennies). Coins are 
now “tokens”; no longer 
real “money”. Now even 
those coins cost more to 
produce than they repre-
sent as the federal currency 
debasement continues.

Nothing prevents citi-
zens and businesses from 
adopting alternatives. With 
the demise of the penny, 
next will be the nickel. 
I propose we implement 
an alternate penny and 
nickel. Electrical boxes 
typically have 1/2 and 3/4 
inch punch outs which 
go to our landfills. Let us 
start accepting the 1/2 as 
a penny and the 3/4 as a 
nickle; or something simi-
lar. Not only will we divert 
metal from our landfills; 
but, we might even get our 
Administration to accept 
these replacements.

Keith Stanton, CCP
Florence

DEAR EDITOR,
How tragic that so 

many Americans regard 
President Trump as a liar. 
A shameless, egregious 
liar, divorced from reality 
by his supposed character 
and personality flaws. 
Nothing, of course, could 
be further from the truth. 
Our leader is a man of 
honesty and integrity.I 
believe I may have come 
up with a way to assuage 
the public’s concern with 
the President’s credibility. 
Most of us have heard of 
“the briefcase” with our 
nuclear codes, carried by a 
military officer always sta-
tioned near the President. 
What I propose is a sim-
ilar arrangement, namely 
a portable high-tech lie 
detector, powered by AI, 
to be maintained next to 
the President for his press 
conferences, Cabinet meet-
ings, rallies, and visits with 
foreign dignitaries.In the 
unlikely case of a lie being 
detected by AI, a red light 

would flash on the detec-
tor, from one time (small 
lie) up to three times (big 
lie), within view of all 
those present, including 
media.Only problem I can 
foresee is having to replace 
those red light bulbs so 
darn often.

Jim White
Florence

DEAR EDITOR, 
I saw Pam Bondi (our 

DOJ) tell Congress they 
should stop talking about 
the Epstein Files and focus 
on how good the DOW 
is doing. Probably good 
advice. Rich people usu-
ally get off, special treat-
ment like Ms. Maxwell 
got, or got a pardon 
anyway.

Fun fact:
Just 10% of Americans 

own 90% of the stock. 
50% of Americans own 
less than 1% of the stock. 
So when stocks go high, 
90% of the profit goes to 
the top 10%. Seems the 
Stock market is just an 
indicator of wealth trans-
ferring from the lower 
50% of us to the richest 
top 10%.

My true economic 
indicator is getting my 
Freddy’s $20 off when I 
buy $200 of groceries. It 
used to be a challenge, but 
now I can do it with just 
2-3 bags of groceries. My 
gas and health insurance 
is up.

I just try to follow the 
money - but it seems to be 
running from me. I guess 
this is the new “Golden 
Age” for America - just 
not for the majority of 
Americans, at least from a 
money standpoint.

Best thing the ones in 
power can do - distraction. 
Could explain what the 
“Show” everyday is about

Steve Williams
Florence

TONY REED
Editor

As a reporter since 
1999, I’ve worked in sev-
eral communities dealing 
with greater and lesser 
degrees of homelessness. 
People in my former town 
of Mendocino would think 
Florence has a big home-
less problem. However, 
people in Crescent City 
would look at our situation 
and say, “that’s nothing.”

I’ve heard the rhetoric 
from politicians, the fear 
from residents, and the 
opposition from property 
owners when it comes to 
helping homeless people. 
I’ve also interviewed 
many homeless people 
and I can say I was often 
surprised and felt pangs of 
guilt for my own incorrect 
assumptions about them.

I remember interviewing 
a man who had just fallen 
on hard luck, and found 
himself asking for change 
near a supermarket. Upon 
looking into his back-
ground, I found that in his 
former town, he had been 
recognized by the city its 
fire department for saving 
the life of a truck driver 
who had a heart attack at 
the wheel. I interviewed 
a woman who left home 

after being repeat-
edly sexually 
assaulted, only 
to find her-
self sexually 
assaulted again 
as a homeless 
woman. She told 
me her goal 
was to take 
classes and 
become a wom-
en’s advocate. I 
interviewed a man 
who lost his entire con-
tracting business after a 
divorce and then found 
himself homeless because 
of the exorbitant legal 
costs. That man came back 
into my office a couple 
years later to tell me he 
was getting back on his 
feet and planning to start a 
new business. 

My point? No human 
being is a lost cause and 
not everything we think 
about homeless people is 
true.

Some would be sur-
prised to know I was 
homeless myself in my 
early 20s. I survived 
the cold autumn nights 
in Montana by stealing 
apples from trees, serving 
food at the homeless mis-
sion during the day and 
sleeping in an abandoned 
van that was riddled with 

bulletholes. With 
help from some 
friends and com-
munity mem-
bers, I was also 
able to get back 

on my feet. 
It’s been said 
that many of 
us are one 

paycheck 
away from 

being homeless, 
and it can happen to 

anyone. 
For all my experiences, 

I’m not shy about talking 
to homeless people. Aside 
from a few early-20s 
nomad transients, every 
one I’ve spoken with has 
hated their situation and 
felt powerless to get out of 
it. They say that without a 
shower, a mailbox, a car, 
a daily change of clothes, 
and a phone, it’s almost 
impossible to get and keep 
a job. Some found their 
way into homelessness 
via illicit drugs, opioids 
or alcohol, but also recog-
nized that they need help 
to clean up.

Others have told me it 
breaks their heart to see 
that people are so afraid 
of them. Take a moment 
to meditate on what that 
must feel like. 

Taylor Kohn made a 

fantastic point during 
our conversation that no 
matter what is happening 
on the national level, we 
all have a duty to make 
a difference in our tiny 
communities- And we 
do that by simply doing 
what we’re supposed to 
do, which is to look out 
for each other, help in any 
way we can, and work 
together.  

Her suggestion, and also 
mine, is to step outside 
your box and help. Go 
through your closets and 
donate last winter’s coats, 
donate to the FoodShare, 
Siuslaw Outreach 
Services, Helping Hands 
Coalition, or any of the 
local churches actively 
helping the homeless. Join 
a local help organization. 
Call around to see who’s 
cooking and serving food. 
Then help directly so you 
can actually look people in 
the face to see their genu-
ine gratitude. 

As individuals, we can’t 
help the entire home-
less community, but as a 
community, we can help 
many homeless individ-
uals. Imagine the help 
and insight they can offer 
when they become stable 
members of the commu-
nity again.

Assumptions about homelessness
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This message brought to you by:

If you would like to meet them or any of their 
friends, please visit us at:

OREGON COAST HUMANE SOCIETY
2840 Rhododendron Drive • Florence • 541-997-4277

www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org 
Shelter hours are 10am until 5pm 

seven days a week.

Pet of the Week

SWEET AS SUGAR
Sugar is 2 years old and 18 pounds of sweet, sweet love. This 

girl has lived with kids. Although shy when meeting new dogs, we 
believe she could live peacefully with other pets. She is looking for 
an active home where she can spend time with her family and go 
on lots of adventures. If you’d like to add a spoonful of Sugar to 
your life, stop by the shelter or apply online!

A weekly roundup of shopping,
 savings and doings around town.

 

Open 10-5 
Monday –Saturday 

1550 6th St.  
& Hwy 101 

541-997-9424 

Great Values Everyday 

Ashley Furniture 

Best Recliners 

Corsicana Mattresses 

OUR SHOWROOMS ARE 
FULL! 

NEW FURNITURE 
WEEKLY! 

FREE IN TOWN 
DELIVERY 

 

 
 

Elite Dealer 
              Certified  Gold  Service 

             Chainsaws 
                        Outdoor Power Tools 

 
We Sell  & Service Stihl Products 

Monday-Friday 8—5 
1550 6th St. & Hwy 101 541-997-2653 

FROM FLORENCE AREA
Chamber Of Commerce

Florence’s annual Wine, 
Chowder & Glass Float 
Trail Weekend concluded 
with record participation, 
a new champion, and a 
festive three-day celebra-
tion across town. Held 
during Presidents Day and 
Valentine’s Day weekend, 
the 2026 event featured 15 
wineries and distilleries, 
10 chowder competitors 
vying for a new trophy, 
and more than 30 hand-
blown glass floats “hidden 
in plain sight” in local 
businesses.

“What a weekend 
in Oregon’s Coastal 
Playground,” said Bettina 
Hannigan, president/
CEO of the Florence Area 
Chamber of Commerce. 
“We welcomed more than 
600 wine tasters, hundreds 

of chowder judges, and 
enthusiastic glass float 
hunters exploring town 
all three days. We met 
people from around the 
country and a visitor from 
Germany. The energy was 
incredible—and now the 

votes are in.”
The Chowder Champion 

trophy was awarded to 
The Firehouse Restaurant. 
Lovejoy’s Restaurant & 
Tea Room earned second 
place, and Linda Did It 
Deli claimed third.

“I think our clam chow-
der is different from oth-
ers because of the season-
ings we use,” said Kylie 
McKenzie, manager at 
The Firehouse Restaurant. 
(she wasn’t going to 
divulge trade secrets). 

“We won the old 
Chowder, Blues, and 
Brews Festival in 2003, 
2004, and 2005. Then, 
we were asked to judge 
it in 2006, and we finally 
entered and won again 
in 2011. We entered the 
Florence Wine, Chowder 
& Glass Float Trail 
Weekend a couple of 
times, and we won this 
year. Truthfully, it feels 
wonderful to win again,” 
she said.

“We’ve been using this 
same chowder recipe since 
our restaurant opened in 
March of 2002. It just fills 
my heart knowing that 

everyone who voted for 
us, and many who didn’t, 
enjoyed our chowder. We 
went through at least 
13 gallons worth of our 
clam chowder just for the 
contest’s samples, and we 
sold at least 15 gallons 
on Sunday. It makes me 
proud to still be doing this 
after all these years, and 
it was wonderful to see 
so many people coming 
through town,” she added.

Throughout the week-
end, participants searched 
for glass floats hidden 
inside Florence busi-
nesses. Each discovery 
earned an entry into 
Sunday’s drawing, where 
35 locally crafted glass 
floats were awarded. Free 
shuttle service, provided 
by Three Rivers Casino 
Resort, connected Gazebo 
Park, the Port of Siuslaw, 
and the casino, making 

it easier for guests to 
explore.

Wine tastings took place 
Saturday and Sunday at 
more than 15 locations 
throughout Historic 
Old Town, showcasing 
regional vineyards and 
local distilleries.

The event wrapped 
up Sunday afternoon, 
February 15, with the 
Chowder Trail judging 
and glass float giveaway. 

“With more than 600 
wine tasters and hun-
dreds of chowder judges 
and float hunters over 
three incredible days, 
this event required seri-
ous planning—and they 
delivered,” Hannigan 
said. “Because of their 
hard work, our businesses 
benefited, our visitors had 
a fantastic experience, 
and our community shone 
brightly.”

Hannigan and Ball flank Kylie McKenzie, The 
Firehouse Restaurant manager

2026 Chowder Champions crowned

Join the Oregon Dunes 
Restoration Collaborative 
for its first volunteer event 
for 2026! They will be 
removing invasive Scotch 
broom and Portuguese 
broom at the Oregon 
Dunes Day Use Area on 
Saturday, February 28 from 
10 a.m. to noon. It will be 
a short walk on moderate, 
sandy slopes to get to the 

work area. Bring closed-toe 
shoes, work gloves, water, 
and snacks. Please bring 
shovels, hand saws, or 
loppers if you have them. 
If you don’t, ODRC will 
have tools you can borrow.

The Day Use Area 
is mid-way between 
Reedsport and Florence. 
You can go to the beach 
after the event. It is a 

two-mile hike round trip. 
Children and grandchildren 
are invited, this is a fami-
ly-friendly event!

As you know, the 
weather on the Oregon 
coast can be quite varied. 
One day it can be nice 
and sunny, which we are 
hoping for on the 28th, the 
next day it can be stormy. 
Dress for the weather! If 

it is sunny or misting, we 
will be working, if it is a 
storm, we will cancel. We 
will make the best call that 
we can Friday afternoon, 
the 27th. Check our web-
page, http://www.saveo-
regondunes/events/ or our 
Facebook page, Save The 
Oregon Dunes, for updates.

Directions:
From Florence, OR take 

Highway 101 south 11.4 
miles. Look for the Oregon 

Dunes Day Use Area sign. 
Turn right (west) into the 
parking area.

From Reedsport, OR 
take Highway 101 north 
11.5 miles. Look for the 
Oregon Dunes Day Use 
Area sign. Turn left (west) 
into the parking area.

Parking: Go past the 
individual parking spaces 
next to the side walk, and 
park in the parking area for 
larger vehicles. Day use 

fees are waived for volun-
teers at this event.

The Oregon Dunes 
Restoration Collaborative’s 
mission is to collabora-
tively support, guide and 
promote Oregon dunes 
restoration and the pres-
ervation of the open sand, 
unique habitats, and dunes 
processes that benefit the 
plants, animals and people 
who live and play in this 
special place.

Scotch Broom removal at Oregon Dunes day use area

FROM THE CITY 
OF FLORENCE

The City of Florence 
is pleased to announce 
the 35th Street Pedestrian 

Improvement Project is 
now complete. 

The “Safe Routes to 
School” grant-funded proj-
ect on 35th Street installed 
sidewalks to the south side 

of 35th Street between 
Siano Loop at Rolling 
Dunes Park and Kingwood 
Street, and to both the 
north and south sides 
of 35th Street between 
Kingwood and Oak. This 
included ADA compliant 
curb ramps at the street 
intersections along the 
route. 

Since November 2025, 
the City’s contractor, SLE 
Inc., worked to install 
over 21,000 square feet 
of concrete, over 100 tons 
of asphalt, and over 1,200 
lineal feet of thermoplas-
tic roadway markings, 
including crosswalks and 
stop bars. The project was 
completed at the end of 
January 2026. 

The City of Florence 
would like to thank the 
public for their patience 
during construction, 
especially with the traffic 
impacts. Public Works 
Director August Murphy 
also thanked SLE Inc. for 
their efficient and hard-
working crews, which 
completed the project so 
quickly. Their profession-
alism and hard work made 
this project successful. 

“Furthermore, a special 
thanks goes out to our 
Public Works Inspector, 
Jake Krieger, whose dedi-
cation and many hours of 
on-site inspections ensured 
that the new pedestrian 
walkways fully comply 
with ADA standards and 
meet the high-quality stan-
dards the Public Works 
Department is known for,” 
Murphy said. 

Learn more about 
the project at https://
www.ci.florence.
or.us/848/35th-Street-Pe-
destrian-Improvements. 

Many improvements in the area of 35th Street and Laurelwood. Photo 
provided

City complete 35th St. safe routes to school
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Do you part and volunteer today to help 
support these organizations in our community.

Peace Harbor Volunteers

DOING GOOD . GIVING BACK
VOLUNTEER AT PEACEHEALTH PEACE HARBOR MEDICAL CENTER
Do you have a desire to serve your community? Peace Harbor 
Medical Center may be the place for you. At Peace Harbor, we strive 
to provide compassionate, high quality, accessible health care and 
to promote a healthy community. We value having community 
volunteers in various aspects throughout the healthcare system. 

For more information and to obtain an application 
visit the Gift Shop or Front Lobby Desk at 

Peace Harbor Medical  Center at 400 9th Street, Florence, Oregon. 

Us Too Florence

Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who 
understands!”
541-997-6626 • maribob@oregonfast.net 
www.ustooflorence.org

To include your 
organization in 

this directory 
please call us 

@ 541-997-3441

SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 14.

At 9:31 a.m., a sub-
ject came into the police 
department to report 
that a gun had been 
stolen from his vehicle. 
The case remains under 
investigation.

At 10:43 p.m., a caller 
reported that his 16-year-
old son had left the house 
and hadn’t been seen for 
several hours. The juve-
nile’s information was 
entered into the system, 
and as of February 17, he 
still had not returned. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
At 11:46 a.m., officers 

responded to the 2200 
block of 42nd St. for a 
report that juveniles were 
damaging a stop sign 
and throwing rocks at an 
electrical box. Officers 
contacted some juveniles 
who said they were just 
playing with the stop 
sign. Officers inspected 
the sign and the box and 
found no damage to them.

At 3 p.m., a caller 
reported a dark green Jeep 
in the area of Highway 
126 and Highway one01 
that was unable to stay 
in its lane and had some 
of its lights out. Officers 
patroled the area, but 
were unable to locate the 
described vehicle.

At 3:11 p.m., a caller 
reported finding several 
small nitrous oxide (whip-
pet) containers along 

Munsel Creek Road.
At 10:32 p.m., a caller 

reported hearing a loud 
noise in the 1600 block 
of Rhododendron Drive. 
Officers were able to 
determine the noise was 
a backfiring vehicle, and 
the driver was warned.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16
At 5:17 a.m., a caller 

reported that he had shot 
his gun into his floor 
at his address on Easy 
Street. 

No other calls were 
received.

At 10:54 a.m., offi-
cers responded to the 
area of Kingwood Drive 
and Airport Road for a 
reported dispute between 
a male and a female. 
Subjects were separated 
and counseled.

Police
From Page A2

The Pancake Breakfast 
benefiting the Pregnancy 
and Parenting Center 
February 14, was a huge 
success. Over 110 pancake 
breakfasts were served. 
The Center received 
numerous donations from 
the public. Florence Elks 
Lodge received grants 
from the Elks National 
Foundation which enables 
the Lodge to help support 
the Center both financially 
and through events such 
as this. 

The Florence Elks 
Lodge #1858 donated part 
of their Beacon Grant 
of $3000 to Backpack 
for Kids, to help provide 
weekend food supplies 
to at-risk, food insecure 

students during the school 
year. This enables those 
students, chosen by the 
schools in Florence to 
have nutritional meals on 
weekends. When families 
have to choose between 

buying groceries and pay-
ing bills, Backpack for 
Kids steps in to help. Elk 
volunteers help to pack 
up the meals for the kids, 
so they have them for the 
weekend.

Laura Wilson, Broker 
with Windermere Real 
Estate, recently hosted 
her 7th Annual “Share the 
Warmth” drive in partner-
ship with the Idylewood 
community. This year, 
more than 60 red bags 
filled with jackets, blan-
kets, and socks were 
collected and donated 
to Siuslaw Outreach 
Services.

Over the past seven 
years, Wilson and the res-
idents of Idylewood have 
contributed more than 
440 bags of much-needed 
items to support local 
individuals and families 
through S.O.S.

Sharing the warmth

Pictured: Laura Wilson, Broker at Windermere 
Real Estate, and Bob Teeter, Director of Siuslaw 
Outreach Services.

(L-R) Project Coordinator - Diane Williams, PER Tom Hornback, Project 
Coordinator- Darren Williams, PER and ENF Fundraising Chairman - 
George Bandy, Pastor Mike Brandow, Exalted Ruler Gary Vawter

(L-R) Exalted Ruler Gary Vawter, PER and ENF Fundraising Chairman - 
George Bandy, Pregnancy & Parenting Executive Director Susan Kirby, 
PER Tom Hornback, Manager of Client Services -Teresa LaNasa

Pancake breakfast was a hit

Elks benefit Backpacks for Kids
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“We’re next to the bridge”
100 Hwy 101

Florence, OR 97439

COAST  
REAL ESTATE

(541) 997-7777
cbcoast.com

289 HARBOR ST.
Come see this charming home with countless 
opportunities. Zoned for Commerical and Residential. 
Also set up for dual living/ADU. The ADU is an upstairs 
apartment with private yard and designated access. The 
marina and boat launch is a straight shot one block away! 
Corner lot with 2 RV hookups, 2 fenced yards, and an 
outbuilding. The outbuilding is used for storage or build 
another office or hobby area. Live right in Old Town 
where all the action is. $495,000. #12871/278549364

FEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEKFEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTERS
Tires • Brakes 

Shocks • Alignment

4325 Highway 101, Florence

541-997-7178

HOME OF THE BEST TIRE VALUE PROMISE

last two nights. I think 
that might be a record, 
except for when First 
Presbyterian Church ran it 
years ago.” 

She said that when-
ever the shelter opens, 
the number of guests 
increases after the first 
night, once the word gets 
out.

“The majority have 
been men,” she said, “and 
we had three women last 
night. People have been 
just so grateful to have a 
warm place.” 

Kohn explained that 

upon check-in, all guests 
sign a waiver and are 
given the basic rules for 
their stay. She said that 
overall, all of the guests 
were civil and well-be-
haved. Only one person 
was asked to leave for 
creating a disturbance.

She said guests are 
not allowed to leave 
the building and run 
around once they have 
checked in, and they are 
not allowed to camp in 
their cars in the parking 
lot. She said most guests 
arrived on foot, but a van 
was available to pick peo-
ple up from various loca-
tions around Florence.

She said two staff 
people are on duty at 

any time throughout the 
check-in process and 
overnight. 

She said bags and per-
sonal effects are checked 
and locked up for the 
night inside the building.

The large indoor 
space is separated into 
two sides by doorways. 
Inside the room where 
they check in, there are 
several large tables with 
chairs, puzzles and books, 
some free clothing items, 
a television with DVD 
movies and food cooking 
and serving supplies. 

In the next large room, 
beds lined the walls, and 
some personal items had 
been left next to their bed 
of choice by guests who 
knew it would be open 
again the next night. She 
said it was fortunate that 
the location was avail-
able, since packing up 
daily would have been 
impossible for so few 
staff. 

“In the past, being in 
different locations, every-
thing would have to be 
packed up in the morn-
ing, loaded into a trailer 
and unpacked again,” she 
said. 

Food was prepared 
at another location and 
brought in for serving. 
Kohn said staff underesti-
mated the amount of food 
needed, because some 
people came to eat but 

not to stay.

A GENEROUS 
DONATION

Kohn said that while 
looking for a suitable 
building, an anony-
mous donor contacted 
FECWSC and offered to 
help pay rent if a more 
stable building could 
be found. She said staff 
contacted the owner of 
the building, who lives in 
Coos Bay, who happily 
agreed to rent it out. She 
said FECWSC was able 
to rent the building for 
less than half of what it 
would typically cost, and 
the donor paid for it.

“It’s just been amazing 
that we have this spot,” 
she said. 

Kohn said she has 
spoken to the neighbors 
several times, and they 
have been welcoming and 
happy with the shelter. 
She said one immediate 
neighbor even offered to 
help cook food. 

A MESSAGE
“I think it’s important 

that the community, as a 
whole, think about our 
homeless neighbors,” she 
said. There’s a wide vari-
ety of reasons why people 
become homeless.” 

She said that as a 
retired social worker, 
she has seen people at 
every income level, and 

age group within the 
homeless population. She 
noted that everything 
from childhood trauma 
to economic issues to 
unforeseen life circum-
stances can lead to home-
lessness, which nobody 
wants.

“From my experience 
and my past and then 
working here, some of 
the homeless people or 
some of the most coura-
geous, resilient, survivors 
and just good people. 
They help each other out 
even though they have 
nothing. Sometimes they 
congregate in camps so 
they can protect each 
other. Then people have 
a whole issue about the 
camps. It’s kind of human 
behavior to connect and 
feel safe, so I wish the 
community would under-
stand that the whole issue 
is very complex and we 
just need more compas-
sion and the ability to 
give people a safe place 
and help them move 
forward.” 

She said even at the 
warming shelter, staff 
were able to make con-
nections for people, 
including a veteran who 
needed transportation 
home. Staff were able to 
get him a bus ticket.

“We can help make 
those connections. It’s 
like a crossroads here 

where someone can come 
in and get out of the rain 
and have a chance to 
settle, and we can direct 
them to other services, 
or just give them that 
sense that someone cares. 
I’ve had people just start 
crying…” 

Kohn said she hopes 
that a permanent winter 
shelter can be established 
in Florence rather than 
one only open during 
life-threatening weather 
events.

“I think if we had 
something like that, we 
would say good out-
comes,” she said. “We 
would see fewer of the 
issues that are caused by 
people being out there.” 

The Bridges program, a 
20-unit emergency shel-
ter in Florence provided 
closed due to the lease 
ending and the closure 
of an All In grant. In 
October, the Florence 
City Council approved a 
request from FECWSC to 
operate an overnight shel-
ter in the winter months 
when temperatures are 
forecast below 34 degrees 
or 38 degrees during 
windy, rainy nights. 
Thursday, Feb. 19 was 
the shelter’s final consec-
utive cold weather night, 
since forecasts predicted 
warmer temperatures and 
a chance of continuing 
rain. 

Shelters
From Page A1

the county to do some 
case management, but 
they make the decision 
about who receives those 
move-in dollars.” 

In the meantime, SOS 
continues to assist sev-
eral residents with basic 
need vouchers, food and 
clothing while making 
referrals to other county-
wide programs to help 
them relocate or connect 
with legal services, he 
said.

COME TOGETHER
The email said it will 

take the entire commu-
nity to come together to 
make this happen. 

“That was in reference 
to addressing the signif-
icant number of people 
who are going to be 
unhoused, to find some 
housing alternative for 
them,” Teter explained 
later. “Also, in terms of 
sheltering, like ongoing 
shelter, the programs rely 
on volunteers, they rely 
on funding, and they rely 
on location, and that’s 
where the community 
needs to come together 
and solve those barriers.”

Asked how the average 
community member can 
help, Teter said the first, 
foremost and easiest, is 
that the emergency cold-
weather shelter needs 
volunteers. 

“..and they need help 

with funding,” he add-
ed.“There used to be a 
year-round shelter pro-
gram called Bridges. I 
know there is a group 
trying to restart that pro-
gram, but I know they 
struggle because they 
lack volunteers, and there 
were some other issues. 
The other thing is to help 
with locations for these 
programs. Nobody wants 
it in their backyard, so 
these programs struggle 
to find a location. It’s 
going to take a commu-
nity to come together and 
allow those programs to 
exist. When Bridges was 
operating, they had a lot 
of success helping people 
get jobs, several kicked 
their addiction issues and 
and there was a lot of 
good work being done, 
but they struggled with 
community support.” 

Teter explained that 
SOS supports and works 
with housing and shelter 
programs that run such 
programs.

“One of the positive 
things that’s coming out 
of this is that I think 
there are those discus-
sions and groups coming 
together. I did spearhead 
a volunteer group right 
before Covid hit, and 
I’m hoping we can get 
that restarted. It was 
called the Homelessness 
Resource Team, which 
was going to be a collec-
tion of different agency 
groups that address 
homelessness to do 
some kind of team case 

management- Not actu-
ally operating shelters, 
but a team approach of 
case management. I’m 
hoping we can get that 
restarted again and from 
there, some kind of shel-
ter program may come 
together.”

Asked if any clients 
are in danger of being 
put out in the cold pres-
ently, Teter said SOS has 
been successful in help-
ing people out of domes-
tic violence issues. 

WHAT SOS DOES
“Our agency is three 

different departments, 
and domestic violence 
is only one component. 
Our three departments 
are special victims assis-
tance, which we have 
advocacy and resource 
programs for people who 
are fleeing or experienc-
ing domestic violence, 
trafficking, stalking and 
elder abuse. That depart-
ment sees about 300 
cases a year.  Our Crisis 
Assistance is rent assis-
tance, basic needs vouch-
ers- we need shower, 
laundry, transportation, 
prescription assistance, 
some case management 
services,” he explained. 
“Our third arm is out-
reach and education, and 
we are doing self-suffi-
ciency programs in areas 
of personal finance, per-
sonal responsibility, sum-
mer employment classes, 
intro to family law, and 
all of our services are 
free and open to the 

public.”
Teter said his agency 

has about 2,500 clients 
year-round and distrib-
utes between $600,000 
and $1 million each 
year in direct aid in the 
Florence area. 

He said when SOS 
moved into its resource 
center last fall, it started 
a mental health service 
program, along with 
programs for people 
with disabilities and the 
Reveille Foundation, 
which focuses on 
veterans. 

He said that since the 
resource center opened 
last fall, things have been 
going well, outside of 
some phone and technical 
issues.

“We’re getting closer 
to getting all those prob-
lems solved in an old 
building like this,” he 
said, “but we are aver-
aging about 40 visitors a 
day.”

Asked if there is any-
thing he would like the 
community to know, 
Teter said, “There are a 
lot of great agencies out 
there doing some really 
great work,” he said, 
mentioning Florence 
First Step. He said if 
the Bridges program can 
be revived, it will again 
be a great resource for 
the community. He said 
Florence Food Share also 
does a lot for the com-
munity and works with 
SOS. He said a mobile 
pantry will kick off in 
March. 

“Find those differ-
ent resources and get 
involved and volunteer,” 
he said. “Someone asked 
me, ‘Why isn’t there just 
one agency handling it 
all?’ and the answer is 
that since we have so 
many complex issues that 
people are dealing with, 
you need experts in those 
particular fields. Working 
together, which was the 
vision of this resource 
center, to get all those 
agencies together work-
ing on coordinating and 
really making a differ-
ence as a whole.

To help SOS or for 
more information, call 
(541) 997-2816. 

OTHER AVENUES
According to the City 

of Florence website, it’s 
offering opportunities to 
support those experienc-
ing homelessness by cre-
ating a temporary shelter-
ing program for private 
property owners to allow 
limited sheltering via tent 
or vehicle. 

Since 2024, private 
property owners have 
been allowed to host 
people experiencing 
homelessness and allow 
them to essentially 
“camp” on their prop-
erty. However, property 
owners will need to reg-
ister with the City to do 
so. More information is 
online at https://www.
ci.florence.or.us/458/
Temporary-Sheltering 

The City website also 
refers to “Emergency 

Shelter Super Siting” as a 
method for assisting the 
implementation of emer-
gency shelters. 

“In June 2020, the 
Oregon Legislature 
adopted HB 4212 to 
remove land use barriers 
that might otherwise pre-
vent emergency shelters 
from locating on certain 
sites,” the city website 
states. “In summary, the 
legislation allows local 
governments and certain 
non-profit organizations 
to develop emergency 
shelters in available 
buildings and on open 
sites without the need for 
any land use approvals. 
Thus, an emergency shel-
ter is permitted to make 
use of property even if 
the emergency shelter 
use is not allowed on the 
property under the City’s 
land use regulations, 
that would, under typical 
circumstances, require 
certain applications prior 
to starting the emer-
gency shelter. The City 
is required to approve 
the emergency shelter 
application, so long as 
the proposal meets basic 
approval criteria.”

Applicants are required 
to fill out the Emergency 
Shelter Siting Application 
for review and consider-
ation for approval based 
on the requirements of 
HB 3395.

For more information 
regarding emergency 
shelters, please call the 
planning department at  
541-997-8237.

SOS
From Page A1
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Sean Hummel, Sales & Finance

Come take a look at 
our ever changing 
inventory!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Nicole Lewis
Broker

541-999-8786
89555 Shore Crest Dr. - $450,000

2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1512 SqFt. Meticulously main-
tained, spacious home with floor-to-ceiling 
windows, and an abundance of parking. #3732-
270810465

Buying or Selling? I can help!

documents, Crist was 
first arrested in this case 
in January of 2023, in 
Florence, Oregon. He later 
entered a guilty plea with 
the Lane County Circuit 
Court for Rape in the 1st 
Degree and Attempted 
Rape in the 1st Degree for 
an incident involving a 
juvenile victim.

In June of 2024, 
Crist failed to appear 
for sentencing and a 
warrant was entered for 
the original charges of 
three counts of Rape in 
the 1st Degree, Sodomy 
in the 1st Degree, and 
Attempted Rape in the 
1st Degree.

“Lane County Sheriff’s 
detectives learned Crist 
had likely fled to Alaska, 
but had little informa-
tion to go on,” Wallace 
said. “They continued 

investigating and in 2024 
confirmed he was in 
the area of West Plains, 
Missouri using an alias. 
Before local law enforce-
ment located him, Crist 
fled the area.”

Wallace said that 
detectives followed mul-
tiple leads, finally deter-
mining in early 2026 that 
he had been in Yucca, 
Arizona for approxi-
mately a year.

“Unfortunately, he 
had again left the area,” 
Wallace said. “Detectives 
determined he was likely 
in Bly, Oregon, east 
of Klamath Falls, and 
quickly moved in. On 
February 17, detectives 
served a search warrant 
with assistance from 
the Oregon State Police 
SWAT Team. Two resi-
dents were arrested for 
their role in hindering 
prosecution, but Crist 
was not located.”

Detectives quickly 
determined Crist had 

fled to Chico, California, 
just days before. They 
contacted the Chico 
Police Department along 
with the U.S. Marshals 
Service.

“Chico Police detec-
tives conducted a sur-
veillance operation at 
the residence in the 
1500 block of E. Lassen 
Avenue where Crist 
was believed to be, and 
within hours, observed 
him exiting the home,” 
Wallace said. “Due to his 
distinct physical char-
acteristics, detectives 
were able to positively 
identify the person as 
Crist and swiftly took 
him into custody without 
incident.”

Crist was arrested for 
his outstanding felony 
warrant and booked into 
the Butte County Jail to 
be held pending extradi-
tion by U.S. Marshals to 
Lane County, Oregon.

It is believed Crist 
had been in hiding in 

multiple other states, 
including Arizona and 
Missouri, and may have 
been using the aliases of 
“Zane Carson” or “Jack 
Watson.”

Anyone who may 
have had contact with 
or was victimized by 
Crist during his time as a 
fugitive is encouraged to 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office at 541-
682-4150 option 1.

The Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office would 
like to thank the many 
agencies that assisted 
our detectives on this 
years-long, multi-state 
investigation:

- U.S. Marshals 
Service offices in: 
Eugene and Medford, 
Oregon, Anchorage, 
Alaska, Springfield, 
Missouri, Flagstaff, 
Phoenix, and Yuma, 
Arizona, Chico Police 
Department, California, 
and Mohave County 
Sheriff’s Office, Arizona

Captured
From Page A1

•	Zhen, Martin
•	Dotson, Elliot
•	Hester, Andrew R.
•	Harklerode, Nyx F.
•	Holbrook, Adylin M.
•	Jones, Abigail B.
•	Stinger, Kylee A.
•	Wheeler, Dylan M.
•	Condy, Samantha C.
•	Harris, Logan
•	Lopez, Jessica
•	McIlvaine, Hawken J.
•	Ponce Zamora, 

Emmanuel
•	Goss, Chloe A.
•	Johnson, Colton T.
•	Mendolia, Timothy M.
•	Snider, Mia M.
•	Wieber, Laryssa G.
•	Bourgeois, Benjamin J.
•	Fidler, Garin R.
•	Morgan, Thomas A.
•	Norton, Michaela W.
•	Stymans, Ben P.
•	Johnson, Will M.
•	Krause, Alayna A.
•	Chiang, Jaxon
•	Gaspar, Kevin A.
•	Johnson, Keira M.
•	Redelfs, Elizabeth M.
•	Wheeler, Jordan E.
•	Boomer, Tara I.
•	Bottensek, Paige N.
•	Cadet, Aidell J.
•	Center, Emmy O.
•	Clark, Chloe J.
•	Clemons, Lilyana M.
•	Dahms, Ava R.

•	Detar, Gabriel O.
•	Duman, Stella M.
•	Franklin, Tristian D.
•	Frazier, Davian D.
•	Gray, Caleb J.
•	Gray, Dylan J.
•	Griffin, Kyndra A.
•	Guerrero, Roberto A.
•	Jensen-Norman, 

Oksana S.
•	Johnson, Charley S.
•	King, Aiden A.
•	Knapp, Cayden J.
•	Knapp, Christian R.
•	Masterman, Terrance 

G.
•	Meier, Emma M.
•	Pierce, Rylan R.
•	Potter, Grace I.
•	Rapp, Haylea J.
•	Sittner, Rory D.
•	Urioste Aguilar, Pedro
•	Wiley, Skyler K.
•	Bocales, Ashley N.
•	Clemons, Barenger S.
•	Davis, Amaya R.
•	Fleming, Annalee J.
•	Harklerode, Willa C.
•	James, Alexandria N.
•	Krause, Jasmine M.
•	Lade, Aris V.
•	Lake, Jericho B.
•	Lane, Harrison D.
•	Lujan, Aiyana
•	McNeill, Claire M.
•	Scribner, Madelyn A.
•	Skanes, Dakota
•	Stanger, Zoey V.
•	Vollmar, Jonah C.
•	Frank, Grace
•	Heckel, Roxy R.
•	Timm, Ali B.
•	Craig, Christopher R.

•	Beaulieu, Emma K.
•	Burtt, Mollie A.
•	Carl, Aurora D.
•	Chiang, Maely
•	Holbrook, Clover A.
•	Mendolia, Aleria D.
•	Mills, Molly L.
•	Ortiz, Dalia T.
•	Shrewsbury, Greyson 

R.
•	Hulet, Avelynn A.
•	Lobdell, Covina Y.
•	Richard, Hannah A.
•	Durgan, Gunner D.
•	Hunt, Lilliana P.
•	Bilbrey, Chloe G.
•	Coombs, Melissa A.
•	Cross, Mikalee F.
•	Desantis, Torelan A.
•	Goss, Mia L.
•	Gray, Sydney E.
•	Hughes, Maren C.
•	Hummel, Abigael J.
•	Jones, McKenna M.
•	Lacouture, Skip B.
•	Linton, Afton
•	Martinez-Munoz, 

Fernanda L.
•	Vandergriff, Mazie G.
•	Venegas, Taylie A.
•	Ory-Remer, Violet E.
•	Ford, Emma L.
•	Harrison, Lilliana S.
•	Hutchison, Ja’myi T.
•	Lockhart, Mariah E.
•	Maldonado, Isabella M.
•	McCord, Eden S.
•	Stymans, Sophia E.
•	Tattershall, Beyla F.
•	Christiansen, Luna B.
•	Dykstra, Sunny B.
•	Isham, Natilee R.
•	McCoey, Ryan J.

•	Gray, Talia R.
•	Clardy, Lillyana N.
•	Hagle, Noah E.
•	Howell, Braelyn A.
•	Lewis, Lily M.
•	Ott, Addison E.

SIUSLAW MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

•	Student Name
•	Shamne, William
•	Alcorn, James J.
•	Holbrook, Ollie B.
•	Sibbett, Brooklyn H.
•	Alcorn, Logan S.
•	Holcomb, Charles B.
•	Simmons, Zoey R.
•	Arnett, Wolfgang B.
•	Hudson, Tristan I.
•	Skanes, Maliya G.
•	Arriola Tabarez, 

Edwin C.
•	Hufford, Koufax J.
•	Snegireff, Anfisa I.
•	Ayala-Gallo, Kiara
•	Jarnig, Alysse D.
•	Snell, Jonathan M.
•	Barraza, Kayla
•	Jones, Blaiden I.
•	Snider, Maximus D.
•	Billings, Oliver R.
•	Juarez, Christopher A.
•	Stanger, Melanie J.
•	Bloch, Sawyer L.
•	Kerr, Shaylynn M.
•	Stanger, Riley J.
•	Boggs, Kinsey R.
•	Lake, Emelyn R.
•	Stinson, Nowa L.
•	Boomer, Jordan L.
•	Lake, Talmage S.
•	Streck, Mara M.
•	Brito Xilot, Kevin O.

Honor
From Page A1

•	Lane, Hudson D.
•	Streck, Myla M.
•	Brownlee, Lyric A.
•	Lane, Kaidan M.
•	Stroh, Lukas D.
•	Carr, Emma L.
•	Lane, Madison J.
•	Thomas, Vivian R.
•	Carso, Zander R.
•	Larson, Emma K.
•	Tomaro-Holmes, 

Moxie A.
•	Chance, Maddox M.
•	Lease-Poillot, 

Candace A.
•	Tomaro-Holmes, 

Wilder
•	Chance, Solomon M.
•	Lehman, Mia L.
•	Tullis, Haiden D.
•	Charmley, Christian J.
•	Lewis, Hunter J.
•	Urioste Aguilar, Yaretzi
•	Christensen, Emree H.
•	Linton, Landon B.
•	Vandergriff, Paige A.
•	Copas, Zoe I.
•	Lobdell, Samuel J.
•	Venegas, Jasten G.
•	Corsen, Carter H.
•	Locke, Harley J.
•	Walls, Magdalene I.
•	Craig, Noah S.
•	Loomis, Nyla
•	Weisenbach, Jeremy M.
•	Davis, Cameron A.
•	Mans, Ava G.
•	Willmschen, 

Savannah R.
•	Davis, Owen E.
•	Meloro, Carlie B.
•	Wilson, Capella L.
•	Desantis, Trendel K.

•	Merz, Eisley A.
•	Wohl, Hunter J.
•	Detar, Maliki O.
•	Moore, Macie A.
•	Wolpoff, Jack R.
•	Dougherty, Olive P.
•	Neufeld, Leonard J.
•	Duman, Nicholas W.
•	Nilles, Maci R.
•	Files, Easten T.
•	Nordberg, Braesyn J.
•	Flescher, Hailey R.
•	Olson, Lillian A.
•	Flosi, Giavanna E.
•	Osburn, Danner B.
•	Ford, Audrey L.
•	Pelayo, Xander M.
•	Fortner, Leonidas A.
•	Perez Orozco, Erick
•	Fraze, Wyatt S.
•	Perez, Camila M.
•	Friedman, Morris I.
•	Pfeffer, Austin E.
•	Friedman, Ruth A.
•	Phillips, Raylon L.
•	Fuller, Lelend P.
•	Pitcher, Presley E.
•	Gallagher, August W.
•	Quinn, Delia M.
•	Ganz, Blake C.
•	Quinn, Jasmine M.
•	Garcia Rosas, Kevin G.
•	Rainwater, Jesse R.
•	Gonzales, Kaydence 

M.
•	Rainwater, Maddox A.
•	Graybill, Isabella M.
•	Ramsey, Nicolai L.
•	Griffin, Vincent M.
•	Renner, Annabelle M.
•	Groat, Dakota D.
•	Reyes, Kyle Aiven 

Lleonard C.



8  SIUSLAW NEWS • WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2026

Check out our Website @ cbcoast.com New Search Features, Videos and More. See ALL of Florence’s Listings.

Justin Young
Broker

Alva Bracey
Broker

Aric Sneddon
Broker

John Barnett
Broker

Dani Flescher
Broker

Jack Johnson
Broker

Andy Johnson
Principal Broker/Owner

Lynnette Wikstrom
Broker

Missy Johnson
Broker

Shirley Hunt
Principal Broker

Randy Paredes
Broker

Sadie Clark
Broker

Sam Johnson
Broker

Wanda Johnson
Broker

“We’re next to the Bridge”
100 Hwy. 101, Florence, OR

COAST REAL ESTATE

541-997-7777
Servicing Florence Since 1956

FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 25, 2026

Immaculate 1802 SF home. Remodeled 
kitchen. Extra lot w/garage/shop. 

.67 ac. Total. 3 Bed/2 Bath.

$499,999$499,999

4837 SEAPINE DR.

Charming home in Old Town with 
upstairs apt. One block from the marina. 

2 Bed/2.5 Bath, 1752 SF.

$495,000$495,000

289 HARBOR ST.

Completely remodeled and move-in 
ready! Large fenced yard + covered 

patio. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 1076 SF.

$390,000$390,000

1651 29TH ST.

Like new home in private Woahink Lake 
neighborhood. Shared community dock. 

Sold fully furnished. 3 Bed/2 Bath. 2008 SF

$799,000$799,000

83591 SAUTER DRIVE

Bay Bridge Condo with River views. 
Covered porch. Dedicated parking space 
and storage unit. 2 Bed/2 Bath. 1048 SF

$439,000$439,000

1080 BAY ST. #19

Surrounded by lush vegetation for 
privacy. Hardwood floors  and built-ins 

throughout. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1568 SF
$459,900$459,900

4948 OCEANA DR.

Cozy Idylewood cottage on a corner lot. 
Dead end street w/ private backyard. 
3 Bed/2 Bath, 1084 SF. 3 car garage.

$399,999$399,999

87803 SANDRIFT ST.

Coastal ranch on 22 creekfront acres. 
NW designed custom home. Shop w/ full 

bath. 2 + Bed/3 Bath, 2952 SF
$950,000$950,000

18156 HIGHWAY 36 • BLACHLY

Charming townhome w/ hdwd floors 
and fireplace. In sought after golf 

course community. 1 Bed/1 Bath, 921 SF
$399,500$399,500

2014 ROYAL ST. GEORGES DR.

Fully restored historic home in the heart 
of Drain. Modern updates. Extra deep 

garage. 3 Bed/2 Bath, 1416 SF.
$385,900$385,900

427 DATE ST. DRAIN

5 acres of privacy! New HVAC system. 
Cherry wood floors. Floor to ceiling 
fireplace. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 1470 SF

$675,000$675,000

94671 JOHNSON RD. 
MARCOLA

3 story home w/ magnificent blue water 
views. Expansive living area. Close to the 
804 walking trail. 2 Bed/3.5 Bath. 3152 SF

$995,000$995,000

514 LEMWICK LANE 
YACHATS

Cozy well maintained Creekside 
Cabin Park model home in Coast 

Village. 2 Bed/1 Bath, 408 SF
$199,500$199,500

25 SAND DOLLAR DR.

Ideally located  in the heart of Florence. New 
kitchen, flooring, paint and carpet upgrade. 

Assigned parking. 1 Bed/1 Bath, 541 SF
$170,000$170,000

1260 10TH ST. #5

Cozy home with LVP flooring, ductless 
heat pump & large living room. 

3 Bed/2 Bath, 1539 SF
$314,997$314,997

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#694

Triple-wide manufactured home. 
Manicured landscaping. Two workshops 

and RV port. 2 Bed/2 Bath, 1836 SF
$398,000$398,000

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#673 

1993 Golden West double-wide. New 
roof in 2024. All appliances included. 

2 Bed/2 Bath, 1080 SF
$310,000$310,000

1601 RHODODENDRON DR. 
#654

Impeccably maintained Willow Dunes 
home. Fully fenced w/ low maintenance 

landscaping. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2199 SF
$739,500$739,500

2131 WILLOW LOOP

Build your dream home on this .19 lot. 
Water, electricity & septic installed. Note; 

the mobile on property has no value.
$145,000$145,000

87636 RHODODENDRON DR.

Rare offering. Quaint Bay St. building 
currently rented. Prime location on 

“Restaurant Row”. Shown by appt. only.
$392,500$392,500

1277 BAY STREET

Building for sale. 120 FT of Highway 
frontage & ample off street parking. 

$600,000$600,000

2217 HWY 101

Rare & coveted income opportunity! 
Leased thru 3/31/2028. Professional 

office interior. 4900 SF.
$625,000$625,000

2230 KINGWOOD ST.

2 story luxury home w/ incredible views 
of the ocean. Tongue and groove vaulted 

ceilings. 5 Bed/2.5 Bath, 3378 SF
$1,299,999$1,299,999

21 TWIN TREE CT.

2 level chalet w/ Mercer Lake access 
plus oversized garage & workshop. 

3 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2110 sq. ft. 
$484,000$484,000

5938 VIEW LOOP
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JIM HOBERG,
ABR,ABRM,CRS, 
GRI, SRES, GREEN
Broker/Owner
• • •

• RESIDENTIAL • LAND • COMMERCIAL • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT •

541.997.7653
Toll Free 1-866-967-7653

visit us online at www.jimhoberg.com or www.wcresi.com

sales@wcresi.com 
rentals@wcresi.com

1870 Highway 126, 
Florence, OR 97439

Tide Table
Siuslaw River Entrance saltwatertides.com

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
High .........5:28 a.m. .........7.9  
Low ......... 1:19 p.m. ........  0.5 
High ........ 8:27 p.m. ........  5.2

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Low .........12:29 a.m. ........4.4 
High .........6:50 a.m. .........7.7 
Low ......... 2:35 p.m. ........  0.2
High ........ 9:48 p.m. ........  5.7

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Low ..........2:13 a.m. .........4.3 
High .........8:14 a.m. .........7.7 
Low ......... 3:38 p.m. ........-0.2
High ....... 10:37 p.m. .......  6.2

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Low ..........3:33 a.m. .........3.7 
High .........9:26 a.m. .........7.8 
Low ......... 4:30 p.m. ........-0.6
High ....... 11:15 p.m. .......  6.8

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
Low ..........4:34 a.m. .........3.0  
High ........10:24 a.m. ........7.9 
Low ......... 5:13 p.m. ........-0.7
High ....... 11:49 p.m. .......  7.2

MONDAY, MARCH 2
Low ..........5:25 a.m. .........2.2 
High ........11:15 a.m. ........7.9 
Low ......... 5:51 p.m. ........-0.7

TUESDAY, MARCH 3
High ........12:20 a.m. ........7.5 
Low ..........6:10 a.m. .........1.6  
High ....... 12:01 p.m. .......  7.7
Low ......... 6:25 p.m. ........-0.4

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
High ........12:50 a.m. ........7.8 
Low ..........6:51 a.m. .........1.1 
High ....... 12:45 p.m. .......  7.4
Low ......... 6:58 p.m. ........  0.1

THURSDAY, MARCH 5
High .........1:18 a.m. .........7.9 
Low ..........7:30 a.m. .........0.8 
High ........ 1:28 p.m. ........  7.0
Low ......... 7:29 p.m. ........  0.7

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
High .........1:46 a.m. .........7.8 
Low ..........8:08 a.m. .........0.6 
High ........ 2:11 p.m. ........  6.6
Low ......... 7:58 p.m. ........  1.5

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
High .........2:13 a.m. .........7.7 
Low ..........8:47 a.m. .........0.7 
High ........ 2:56 p.m. ........  6.1
Low ......... 8:26 p.m. ........  2.2

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
High .........3:40 a.m. .........7.5 
Low .........10:28 a.m. ........0.8
High ........ 4:44 p.m. ........  5.6
Low ......... 9:54 p.m. ........  2.9

MONDAY, MARCH 9
High .........4:10 a.m. .........7.3 
Low .........11:15 a.m. ........1.1
High ........ 5:41 p.m. ........  5.2
Low ........ 10:23 p.m. .......  3.5

TUESDAY, MARCH 10
High .........4:46 a.m. .........7.0 
Low ........ 12:15 p.m. .......  1.4  
High ........ 6:56 p.m. ........  4.8
Low ........ 10:58 p.m. .......  4.0

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11
High .........5:34 a.m. .........6.7  
Low ......... 1:30 p.m. .........1.6  
High ........ 8:44 p.m. .........4.7

THURSDAY, MARCH 12
Low .........12:04 a.m. ........4.4 
High .........6:44 a.m. .........6.5 
Low ......... 2:48 p.m. ........  1.4
High ....... 10:19 p.m. .......  5.0

FRIDAY, MARCH 13
Low ..........2:04 a.m. .........4.5
High .........8:11 a.m. .........6.4  
Low ......... 3:51 p.m. ........  1.1
High ....... 11:02 p.m. .......  5.3

Discover Your
Current Value Laura Wilson

541-999-9688LauraWilson@Windermere.com  www.Florence ORBroker.com

LISTED TO SOLD

Lane County Top Producer - Residential Listing Specialist

Professional Photography
360  Virtual Tour

Custom Floor Plan

Property Individual Website
Abundant Online Advertising

Seller’s Home Warranty

80% of Buyer’s for Florence Come From Out of  Area - Your Property Needs a Strong Online Presence

Will LOHRE
Country Media Inc. 

By the time you 
read this, Siuslaw will 
have played the league 
playoff game against 
South Umpqua 
that deter-
mined which 
team between 
Siuslaw 
and South 
Umpqua qual-
ified for the 
state play-
offs. The 
game 
was 
played on Feb. 21, and 
the result is unavailable 
at the time of press. 

Heading into the final 
regular season game of 
the season, Siuslaw’s 
boys put together a scin-
tillating run to stay in the 
mix for the state playoffs. 

After beating Coquille 
on Feb. 10, Siuslaw 
netted crucial back-to-
back wins against South 
Umpqua and Glide to 
keep momentum on their 
side as they fight for the 
second playoff spot out 
of the Far West. 

Siuslaw hosted South 
Umpqua on Feb. 13, hop-
ing to avenge their ear-
lier loss to the Lancers 
and gain a mental edge 
over the team they 

are competing with for 
the playoffs. Head Coach 
Dylan Perry said it was a 
“great home win.” 

“The boys battled 
through adversity and 
played their hearts out 
for a dominant sec-
ond-half performance and 
league win to keep their 

playoff dreams 
alive,” Perry 

said. “This 
Siuslaw 
team is 
tough 
and full 
of grit!”

After 
scoring 

just six points 
in the second 

quarter, the Vikings 
swung the game in 

the second half with 16 
points in each of the 
third and fourth quarters 
to take the win 56-44. 
Micah Blankenship 
led the team in scoring 
with 19, including three 
three-pointers. 

After the game, Perry 
said he told the team they 
should be proud of them-
selves for the attitude and 
effort they displayed and 
that he was honored to be 
their coach this season. 
The penultimate game of 
the season saw Siuslaw 
take on Glide on Feb. 
17, a game that Perry 

said could be a 
trap game. Glide hadn’t 
won a league game all 
season, and with that 
being the case, Perry 
said it was crucial not 
to overlook them with 
a big game against 
league-leading Douglas 
coming on Feb. 19.

“Our boys will be 
locked in and under-
stand the importance 
of needing to show up 
mentally and physically 
when we travel to Glide 
on Tuesday. Playing on 
the road in league play 
is never an easy thing to 
do,” Perry said ahead of 
the Glide game. 

Safe to say the Vikings 
did not let their guard 
down. Siuslaw dominated 
the game, beating the 
Wildcats 59-35 to mark 
their fourth win in a row. 

“Boys took care of 
business in the second 
half last night after a 
slow start. Great ball 
movement on offense and 
shut them down defen-
sively in the 2nd half,” 
Perry said after the game. 

Jericho Lake and Asher 
Borgnino stole the show 
for the Vikings, notching 
20 and 17 points, respec-
tively. The win marked 
the longest win streak of 

Will LOHRE
Country Media Inc.

It’s been a historic 
season in Head Coach 
Amanda Richards’ first 
season at the helm of 
Siuslaw’s girls basketball 
team. 

Going into the final 
game of the season 
against Douglas, the 
Vikings’ 7-17 record is 
the best for the program 
since at least 2013-14, 
when Siuslaw went 6-16 
in the previous iteration 
of the Far West League. 
The result of the Feb. 19 
game against Douglas is 
unknown at the time of 
press, but if Siuslaw won, 
they will have won the 
most league games in a 
campaign dating back to 
that 2013-14 season. 

The third win of 2026 
Far West League play 
was significant for the 
Vikings, as it was the 
first time they beat South 
Umpqua in a regular-sea-
son game since winning 
against the Lancers on 
Jan. 13, 2027. Siuslaw 
won the Feb. 13 matchup 
51-42, putting a stamp on 
the season.  

Junior Aidell Cadet led 
the way for the Vikings, 
netting an impressive 24 
points and seven steals to 
help Siuslaw secure its 
seventh win. Freshman 

Ryleigh Panschow also 
had her fingerprints all 
over the game, notching a 
10-point, 12-rebound dou-
ble-double to help power 
the Vikings over the line. 
Also scoring points for 
the Vikings were Avey 
Hulet, who netted nine, 
Maren Hughes, with four, 
and McKenzie Ulrich and 
Ezra Haberly, who each 
finished with two.

After the win against 
South Umpqua, Siuslaw 
next took the court 
against Glide on Feb. 
17. The game didn’t 
end up going in the 
Vikings’ favor, and Glide 
ran away with the win 
25-52. Again, Cadet and 
Panschow were driving 
the offense, each scoring 
10, and accounting for 
80 percent of Siuslaw’s 
offensive output. 

The final game of the 
season against Douglas 
was also Senior Night, 
where Siuslaw’s girls 
honored their lone senior, 
Mia Snider. Results from 
that game and reflections 
on the season will be 
covered in next week’s 
edition of the Siuslaw 
News. 

Editor’s Note: The 
girls team played hard to 
chalk up a big 41-20 win 
over Douglas Feb. 19. 
Details will appear in the 
next issue. 

Will LOHRE 
Country Media Inc. 

“The next four years 
should be fun,” Siuslaw 
Football Head Coach 
Sam Johnson told 
OSAAtoday in 2021. 

What was it he was 
looking forward to? The 

opportunity to coach his 
younger brother, Will 
Johnson, then an eighth 
grader who had been a 
ball boy for the football 
team for three sea-
sons. At the time, Sam 
believed his brother had 
potential. And he was 
right. 

Fast forward to 2025, 
and Will Johnson has 
capped one of the most 
decorated careers in 
Siuslaw history. His 
2025 season was one for 
the books. Literally. 

A single-man demoli-
tion crew on both sides 
of the ball, Johnson 
finished his senior sea-
son with 1,031 rushing 
yards, 700 receiving 
yards, 20 total touch-
downs, and staggering 
defensive numbers, 

wracking up 131 tackles 
for the Vikings.  

After another phe-
nomenal season on the 
gridiron, Will Johnson 
was named Offensive 
and Defensive Player 
of the Year for the Far 
West League. He was 
also voted as the Small-
School Player of the 
Year (3A/2A/1A) in 
Oregon, receiving 53 
percent of 26,895 votes 
cast in an Oregonian 
poll. 

“It was really awe-
some. It was such a 
pleasure to get nomi-
nated for that,” Johnson 
said. “My dad reads the 
Oregonian every week, 
and he’s always telling 
me what’s going on, and 
to see my name in there 
was pretty cool.”

It wasn’t something on 
Will’s radar. 

When he sees arti-
cles highlighting high 

Will Johnson was a threat on both sides of the ball 
and a leader for the Vikings in the locker room. 

Siuslaw’s Will Johnson receives statewide recognition
Will Johnson delivers a signature hit for the blue and gold. Courtesy photos 
from Will Johnson

Siuslaw girls 
net historic win

Siuslaw boys play South 
Umpqua for state

Football coach honored for 
sensational senior season

See BOYS, Page B2

See JOHNSON, Page B3
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WALLY’S
Septic Tank Pumping
$25.00 off Pumping or

$10.00 off a Service Call
Call Today to Schedule an

appointment
Call 541-997-8885

Payment must be made at the time of 
service to receive discount.

Discount does not apply to credit card or 
mailed payments.

Coupon expires - February 28, 2026

Bud’s Upholstery 
10% off 

Materials on 
any new job

When you present this coupon.
expires February, 2026

541-997-4856
87637 Hwy. 101 N, Florence

SAVE. SHOP

SUPPORT

ZERO/US TOO Florence
Prostate Cancer Education

Support on the Oregon Coast

www.ustooflorence.org

BOTH MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY ON HOLD.
WATCH SIUSLAW NEWS FOR RESUMPTION

• Tuesday Evening Group (2nd Tuesday) 
5-7 p.m. - Ichiban Chinese/Japanese Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Bryan Mehlhaff attends.

• Tuesday Lunch Group (3rd Tuesday) 
12 noon – 1:00 p.m. – Ichiban Chinese/Japanese 
Restaurant  
• Urologist Dr. Roger McKimmy attends.

Contact Bob for more information:  
(H) 541-997-6626 • (C) 541-999-4239

47maribob38@gmail.com

OREGON COAST 
HUMANE SOCIETY

The Thrift Shop
February, 2026

Orange Tags are  
50% off!

Hours:   
Mon-Sat: 10am - 5pm 

Sun: 11am - 5pm

(541) 997-5705
1193 Bay St., Old Town Florence

Shoppe
LOCAL
#MyFlorence
Shop. Eat. Support.

Friendship - Fellowship – Fun
FAITH DIRECTORY

To include your organization in this directory, 
please call us @ 541-997-3441

BAHA’I FAITH OF FLORENCE 
“What is Baha’i, and Why?” 2nd Monday 7:00 PM

Interfaith Devotions 4th Monday 7:00 PM
“Reflections on the Life of the Spirit” study group

Info and meeting location: 541-590-0779
Zoom link on Facebook: Florence Baha’i Community

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
4590 Hwy. 101 N, across from Fred Meyer-

541 997-7418
SUNDAY SERVICES - Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM; Worship 10:45 AM;
High School Youth 7- 9 PM

MID-WEEK- Women’s Bible Study-Tuesday 
10:00-Noon and Thursday

7:00-8:00PM; Men’s Bible Study Thursday 
8:00-9:30 AM; Middle

School Youth Wed. 7-9 PM.
Sunday Worship streams live at Community Baptist 

Church Facebook Page

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Corner of 10th & Maple- 541-997-3533

Sunday Services 9am
1st Service in person

 Sunday Services 11am
2nd Service in person & livestreamed

Wednesday kids/youth night is at 6:30 
NOT livestreamed.

https://www.florencecrossroadag.org/church-online
Other platforms update after the service.

florencecrossroadag.org 
office@florencecrossroadag.org

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2nd & Ivy  -  541-997-2961  -   Non-Denominational

Service is on Sunday at 10:00 am  
Sunday Service also streaming live at 10am 

at florencechurch.com

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
FELLOWSHIP

87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road
RUAUU?  Come explore the answer with us.

Sunday Worship Services ~ 10:00am
www.florenceuuf.com

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School for adults is at 9:00 a.m.

Online services at 
 www.florenceoregonumc.org 

or find us on Facebook.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH
1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.
Sunday Service 10:00 am  

Wednesday Bible Study returns this Fall.
Website: florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN E.L.C.A.
NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.

“Serving Christ by serving others.”
21st & Spruce Streets—(541) 997-8113

Sunday worship is at 10:30 a.m.
Online services available on our FaceBook, YouTube, 

and website: www.florencenewlifelutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
3996 N Hwy 101       541-997-7136

Internet and in person Sunday Services at 10:30am,
Adult Sunday School is at 9:30am.

 Call the church for details. 
Reverend Greg Wood

All Welcome. Come as you are.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  
(QUAKERS)

A Faith Community committed to peace since 1652.
 Silent Worship Sundays 11am, fellowship at Noon.

Call for locations 541-515-8191.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, L.C.M.S.

Worship Services 10 am  •  Bible Study 9:00 am
Pastor Steve Waterman

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 
Facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurchFlorence

www.puppro.wixite.com/rlcflorence

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL
Church Welcomes You

Worship Sun. 10am Wed 11am 2135 19th St.
541-997-6600 standrewssecretary19@gmail.com  

Labyrinth & Garden daily 8am-5pm
“Be the change.”

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE DUNES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312
Mass Times: Daily: Tue, Wed, Fri 9:00 AM

Adoration & Confession Fri 9:30-10:30 AM
Saturday 5:30 PM and Sunday 11:00 AM

Fr. Amir Welcomes All to Attend

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
4 lines, approx 15 words, $15 a week • 4 week Minimum 

• Deadline: Tuesday end of day one week prior

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Get Results...List With Melody
Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-2151

Shoreline Dr #121 
$249,000

0.56 acre lot. Large lot 
in Kla-Ha-Nee, with po-
tential for ocean views. 
Approved septic and 
City services. #3604-
24210302

Community Briefs
Master Recycler 
Program – 
Free Classes 
in Florence

The Lane County 
Master Recycler Program 
is offering a nine-week 
course focused on waste 
prevention and recy-
cling. This in-person 
class will be in held 
at the Florence Center 
of Lane Community 
College, 3149 Oak Street, 
on Tuesdays from 5:30 
– 7:30p.m., March 31 
through June 9, 2026.

The course also 
includes one compost 
workshop and two multi-
site tours scheduled on 
Saturday mornings. Class 
presenters and tour guides 
are local experts and 
innovators in solid waste 
management, waste-based 
businesses, waste pre-
vention, recycling, and 
composting.

“As an avid recycler 
before I took the class, I 
was amazed at how much 
I learned,” says Susy 
Lacer, Master Recycler 
volunteer. “This course 
is both informative and 
fun.”

The Master Recycler 
class is free to partici-
pants and the program 

requires a commitment 
of 30 volunteer hours 
after. Individuals who do 
not wish to complete 30 
hours of volunteer work 
will be charged a $50 fee 
to cover class time and 
materials.

Registration is open 
now! Visit lanecountyor.
gov/wastewise-masterre-
cyclers for more informa-
tion and to complete the 
application

In GUS I Trust
What shapes our 

beliefs—and how do they 
shape us? Why do we 
hold the convictions we 
do? Can belief inspire 
growth and connection, 
or can it divide and 
harm? And how can we 
engage across differences 
before disagreements 
turn into conflict?   Join 
us on Sunday, March 1, 
for a thought-provok-
ing and timely conver-
sation led by Jennifer 
Yocum.  Drawing from 
her own personal journey 
and lived experiences, she 
will explore the power 
of belief—how it forms, 
how it evolves, and how 
we can approach it with 
curiosity, courage, and 
care.  Come ready to 
reflect, to question, and 

to engage in a dynamic 
exploration of what 
it means to believe in 
today’s world.  You’ll 
also be delighted with 
the wonderful music of 
Christine Frances.

Florence Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship
87738 Highway 101 at 

Heceta Beach Road
Doors open at 9:30 a.m.; 

program begins at 10 a.m.
Everyone is welcome to 

join us
For more information, 

please contact: 
Sally Wantz 

Florence.Unitarian@
gmail.com

Community 
Invited to Help 
Shape the Future 
of Siuslaw 
Watershed 
Council

Siuslaw Watershed 
Council (SWC) is inviting 
community members to 
participate in its strategic 
planning process to help 
shape the organization’s 
direction for the next five 
years.Strategic planning is 
a critical opportunity for 
SWC to reflect on what 
is working well, identify 
emerging challenges, and 
clarify priorities for the 
future. Community input 
will play a central role in 
ensuring the plan reflects 
shared values, responds to 
community needs within 
its scope, and positions 
the organization to make 
the greatest possible 
impact. “We believe 
our strongest plans are 
built in partnership with 
the community” said 
Tim Moffett, Executive 
Director of SWC. “This 
process is about listening 
and learning from lived 
experience and diverse 
perspectives about how 

we can work together to 
steward the lands and 
waters of the Siuslaw 
and Coastal Lakes to 
benefit our communities, 
economy, and future 
generations.”Community 
members are invited 
to participate through 
an in-person focus 
group from 11:00am to 
1:00pm on Saturday, 
March 14 in Mapleton, 
or a virtual focus group 
on Thursday, March 
19, 5:00pm-7:00pm. 
Feedback gathered during 
this engagement phase 
will directly inform the 
priorities outlined in the 
organization’s strate-
gic plan. Participation 
is open to anyone who 
cares about the Siuslaw 
Watershed and SWC’s 
mission, including 
program participants, 
partners, volunteers, 
donors, neighbors, and 
community members. 
Those interested in shar-
ing their input can learn 
more and find partici-
pation opportunities at 
siuslaw.org/events.The 
finalized strategic plan is 
expected to be adopted 
by the end of 2026 
and will guide SWC’s 
work through 2031. 
For more information, 
please visit siuslaw.org 
or contact Tim Moffett, 
Executive Director, at 
541-268-3044.

Help recognize 
First Citizens

Come Celebrate the 
Past -- and the Future 
-- at the Florence First 
/ Future First Citizen 
Celebration Awards on 
March 31. 

This Legacy of 
Leadership event, held 
since 1967, recognizes 
the efforts of Florence 
area citizens who have 
improved our com-
munity through the 

Siuslaw Public Library, 
PeaceHealth Peace 
Harbor Medical Center, 
the Florence Events 
Center, Lane Community 
College in Florence, the 
Power of Florence, the 
Kiwanis Flag Program 
--and service organiza-
tions such as Rotary, 
Kiwanis, Soroptimists, 
Ladies of Elks, and the 
Elks Lodge #1858. 

We hope you’ll be with 
us to celebrate and enjoy 
the Awards Ceremony. 
First Citizens of the past 
will be recognized, and 
the inspiring stories of 
our current nominees 
will impress all who hear 
them. 

Your sponsorship as 
an Underwriter for the 
event will help cover 
the costs of the awards 
lunch to continue this 
important recognition 
of our community’s 
leaders. Underwriters: 
Level Title • $500 Gold 
• $250 Silver • $100 
Bronze • Other Legacy 
Supporter Contributions 
for the event may be 
made payable The Good 
Deed Project, (a 501c3 
nonprofit) at the address 
below. 

We ask that you 
respond by Friday, March 
13th at 4:00 p.m. to have 
your name/ organization 
included in our program. 

Tickets and table 
sponsorships are priced 
at $30/ ticket, and are 
available through: https://
www.thegooddeedpro-
jectflorence.com Then 
plan to join us at 11:30 
am on Tuesday, March 
31st, at the Florence 
Events Center for the 
59th Awards Luncheon 
Celebration. 

Thanks, and see you 
there! The Florence First 
and Future First Citizen 
Celebration Committee, 
2026 Address: The Good 
Deed Project PO Box H 
Florence, OR 97439

Jim Davis, Sales

Come take a look at our ever 
changing inventory!

the season for Siuslaw, 
and with South Umpqua 
losing to Douglas on 
the same night, saw the 
Vikings leapfrog the 
Lancers in the Far West 
standings. 

Going into the final 
game, the Far West stand-
ings were: 

Douglas - 9-0 (league), 
19-4 (overall)

Siuslaw - 6-3, 15-9
South Umpqua - 6-3, 

13-9
Sutherlin - 4-5, 10-13
Coquille - 2-7, 3-18
Glide - 0-9, 3-18 
In the final game 

of the regular season 
against Douglas on Feb. 
19, Siuslaw honored 
the program’s seniors, 
Micah Blankenship, Tom 
Morgan, Asher Borgnino, 
Owen Burtt, Eddie Osorio, 
and Noah Gonzalez. 

Regardless of the out-
come against Douglas, 
Siuslaw needed to play 
South Umpqua to see who 
would grab the coveted 
second bid to state out of 
the Far West. Check in 
next week for results from 
that game, as well as other 
postseason action.

Editor’s Note: The boys 
came from behind Feb. 
19 to take the win against 
Douglas 44-38. Details 
will appear in the next 
issue. 

Boys
From Page B1

Don’t forget to 
RECYCLE
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Support Local Journalism 
Subscribe Today!  
Give us a call at 
541.997.3441

We Are 
Better 

Together
As we look to a new year, we’re celebrating what connects us as a 

community, and what we can do to bridge our divides. From events and 
local perspectives to cultural insights and conversation starters, we invite 

you to join us in making our community better, together.

Help rebuild our economy by supporting these 
and other local businesses!

ART ALLIANCE
Florence Regional Arts Alliance
120 Maple Street, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-999-0859

CHURCH
Cross Road Assembly of God
1380 10th St, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-3533

ESTATE SALES
Cindy Wobbe Estate Sales
498 Hwy. 101, Florence OR 97439
541-999-0126
www.CindyWobbeEstates.com

EVENT CENTER
Florence Events Center
715 Quince Street, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-1994

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Edward Jones-Andy Baber, AAMS
Financial Advisor
1010 Highway 101
541-997-8755

FOOD BANK
Florence Food Share
2190 Spruce St., Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-9110

HUMANE SOCIETY
Oregon Coast Humane Society
541-997-4277

Shelter 
2840 Rhododendron Dr.

Thrift Store
1193 Bay St.

NEWSPAPERS
Siuslaw News
4969 Highway 101, #4 
Florence, Oregon 97439 
541-997-3441
www.thesiuslawnews.com

REAL ESTATE
Coldwell Banker Coast Real Estate 
Randy Paredes, Broker
100 Hwy 101, Florence, Oregon 97439
541-991-9107

West Coast Real Estate Services, Inc.
1870 Hwy. 126, Suite A, 
Florence, Oregon 97439
541-997-SOLD (7653)

SEPTIC SERVICE
Wally’s Septic Tank Pumping Inc.
541-997-8885

TIRES
Les Schwab Tire Center
4325 Highway 101, Florence, Oregon, 
97439
541-997-7178

UPHOLSTERY
Buds Upholstery
4981 Highway 101, Florence,Oregon 97439
541-997-4856

Your connection to local professionals 
in every area of auto care.

Auto Care 
Guide

Best 
Tire 

Value 
Promise

4325 Highway 101 • Florence Oregon
541-997-7178 • lesschwab.com/store/?storeId=219

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER
Serving Oregon Since 1952

To include your business in this 
monthly section call 541-997-3441

school football players, 
it’s usually players from 
bigger schools. If it’s 
about smaller programs, it 
seems to be players from 
private schools who gain 
notoriety. Garnering this 
type of distinction only 
seemed possible once 
he was nominated, and 
receiving the award was 
special for him and his 
footballing family. 

“We were all really 
excited and stoked for 
him! Such a neat honor 
that highlights what an 
incredible football player 
he was for Siuslaw 
Football,” Sam said of 
his brother. “I’d argue 
the best to ever put the 
gold helmet on in Siuslaw 
Football’s 97-year 
history!” 

Will finished his career 
as Siuslaw’s all-time 
leading scorer with 383, 
as well as third in the 
program history in both 
rushing and receiving 
with 2,547 and 1,577, 
respectively. While the 
offensive numbers jump 
off the page, Will’s call-
ing card was the skele-
ton-shaking hits he deliv-
ered as a defensive back, 
and it was on defense that 
he felt most at home. 

“I really enjoy defense. 
As much as I do have 
to think about where 
I’m going and what I’m 
doing and what my job 
is on the play, there’s 
a lot less thinking for 
me. A lot less risk. I’m 
just going out there and 
hitting kids as hard as 
I can,” Johnson said. 
“That’s kind of what I 
enjoy.” 

And in 2025, he did 
that. A lot. Johnson’s 131 
(77 solo, 54 assisted) 
measured out to 13.1 
tackles per game. On 
defense, he was every-
where. It wasn’t always 
that way. 

In his freshman year, 
Will wanted to be good 
right away. He didn’t 
want to be the scrawny 
first-year player who was 
getting “tossed around all 
the time.” As a freshman, 
he found his emotions 
would get the better of 
him, spending time angry 
that he wasn’t able to do 
more. 

“As I grew up over 
the years, it’s gotten a 
lot better. I’ve been able 
to channel that anger of 
being the small kid get-
ting tossed around, and 
being able to channel that 
into delivering hits,” Will 
said. 

Sam echoed his broth-
er’s reflection on his 
progression through the 
years.  

“He grew up so much 
from his freshman year 
to his senior year. Being 
able to have great seniors 
above him show him how 
to lead, and then for him 
to buy in day in and day 
out to be able to lead our 
program was really neat 
to see. I think the biggest 
way he grew as a leader 
was learning how to 
channel his emotions into 
being a positive,” Sam 
Johnson said. “Football is 
such an emotional game 
that it’s impossible to 
repress those emotions 
and hide them, but learn-
ing how to use those to 
you and your team’s ben-
efit is such an incredible 
skill that he was able to 
develop and show our 
younger kids how to do 
that.”

Will said he felt like he 
started hitting his stride 
on the football field in 
his sophomore year. 
Playing away at Sisters 
in 2023, Will said things 
clicked for him. Despite 
giving up a crucial late 
defensive penalty in the 
loss, that game marked a 
shift in his mindset. 

“I remember that 
being heartbreaking, but 
I played an outstanding 
game. I had three or 

four sideline catches that 
game. In our offense, we 
don’t pass that often, and 
so I was kind of running 
around blocking, then I 
finally got my chance, 
and I really felt like I got 
to make good on it,” Will 
recalled. “I also played 
a really good defensive 
game that week, outside 
of my penalty. It was a 
good week all around, 
and I felt like from that 
point, I knew if I worked 
for it, I could be the best 
one on the field wher-
ever I go. And if I treat 
it like that, I could really 
make a difference for our 
team.”

And working for it 
was something Will did. 
With his brother as head 
coach, his father, Andy, 
as Offensive Coordinator, 
and cousin Nick Johnson 
as Defensive Coordinator, 
all eyes were on him. 
Will said it was a “plea-
sure and a curse.” 

Will has enjoyed 
spending so much time 
with them over the past 
four years, but it also 
meant he “never got let 
off easy. He was “always 
the example.” 

“It’s been an absolute 
blessing to spend so 
much time around them 
24/7, because we’re 
going 300 out of the 365 
days. Lifting, working 
out, playing catch; doing 
everything to get that lit-
tle bit better,” Will said.

On the flip side, Will 
was the player who was 
coached the hardest, 
and it could be a lot of 
pressure. But he grew 
accustomed to it, and he 

said being held to that 
standard didn’t bother 
him. It helped make him 
the player he is. 

Will’s work ethic off 
the field in preparation 
for football was some-
thing that made him 
a “trainer’s dream.” 
Siuslaw Strength Coach 
Ben Snider said Will 
brings a rare combination 
of talent, relentless deter-
mination, discipline, and 
humility. While his work 
ethic is “unmatched,” 
Snider said it was Will’s 
ability to bring the best 
out of others that made 
him truly remarkable. 

“Will is an exceptional 
athlete, but what stands 
out most is his charac-
ter. He’s a natural leader 
who carries himself that 
way both on and off 
the field,” Snider said. 
“His accomplishments in 
football and track speak 
for themselves, yet what 
impresses me most is 
how he invests in oth-
ers. One of the strongest 
athletes in the weight 
room, he still takes time 
to mentor and encourage 
younger players—even 
those outside his lifting 
group.”

Some of the memories 
Will said will stick with 
him for years to come 
are all the times he spent 
with the team and staff 
away from the field. In 
particular, Johnson said 
he will remember the 
summer campouts and 
offseason workouts. 

“They were the hardest 
times, and the best times 
of my life. I don’t have 
any better memories than 

staying up way too late 
with the football team, 
and the gym, sleeping 
over for that week, then 
have to get up at all 
hours of the morning 
and get right back to it,” 
Will said. “So many core 
memories are from those 
times.” 

Running lines at 6:00 
a.m. isn’t for the faint 
of heart. But coming 
together with the team 
for the shared grind made 
it all worth it. 

“I’m not going to 
remember the wins 
and losses, but I really 
remember the journey of 
getting there,” Johnson 
said. 

All the work Will put 
in off the field helped 
him reach exciting 
heights with the Vikings; 
it was as much a testa-
ment to his athletic abil-
ity as to his mindset. 

“While Will has 
steadily increased his 
physical strength over 
the years, it’s his mental 
toughness that truly sets 
him apart. He’s all in. 
When he laces up his 
cleats, you can expect 
100% effort—every rep, 
every snap, every oppor-
tunity—until the final 
whistle,” Snider said. 

Sam talked about how 
Will set the example in 
the program of just being 
an “all-around great 
person.” 

“He showed them how 
to act on and off the 
football field as well as 
how to give your all in 
everything you do,” Sam 
Johnson said. 

Will’s senior season 

didn’t end with a sto-
rybook run to the title 
game. It ended in the first 
round of the state play-
offs, and for Will, that’s 
okay. Though he hasn’t 
quite gotten over the dis-
appointment of it, he is 
content with having given 
everything he could. 

“What you put into it is 
what you get out of it. I 
feel like I put in as much 
work as I possibly could 
have, and I personally, 
truly got out exactly what 
I wanted. I was a good 
contributor to our team, I 
ended up being a leader 
my senior year, and was 
just able to really help 
our team, even though we 
didn’t pan out wins-wise 
towards the ends of sea-
sons,” Will Johnson said. 
“I’m content with going 
out in the playoffs and 
giving it our best effort, 
and coming up a little 
bit short. That happens 
in life, and it happens in 
football a lot. Those are 
things you have to live 
with. There are many 
worse things in life, and I 
still have a whole broth-
erhood I can talk about it 
with anytime.” 

Will now has to turn 
his attention to track sea-
son, where he’ll be a key 
contributor in multiple 
events for the reign-
ing 3A state champion 
Vikings. He has hopes of 
continuing on the track in 
college.0225 folder

While he doesn’t have 
plans to play football 
at the collegiate level, 
there’s no doubt of his 
place among Siuslaw’s 
best football players. 

Johnson
From Page B1
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Classified

BRANSON HOME 
MAINTENANCE

Small home projects, 
gutter cleaning, fixture 
replacing, pressure 
washing, stuff remov-
al, furniture assembly, 
interior and exterior 
repairs. Call Michael 
at 541-430-7386

105
CLEANING SERVICES

FLORENCE 
CLEANING LLC

Licensed, Bonded, 
& Insured, Provides 
Consistent, High 
Quality Residential 

Cleaning. Call today 
at 541-999-5033 or 
Book at www.florence-
cleaning.com.

150
MISC SERVICES

Call LeafGuard and 
say goodbye to gutter 
cleaning for good. No 
cleaning. No leaking. 
No water damage. 
No more ladder acci-
dents. Get LeafGuard 
today and be pro-
tected for life. FREE 
estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off to-
tal purchase (Restric-
tions may apply.) Call 
1-877-300-7977.

DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 

Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-
536-8838.

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

IF YOU HAD KNEE 
OR HIP REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY and 
suffered an infection 
due to use of a Bair 
Hugger (Blue Blan-
ket), between 2020 
and the present time, 
you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call 
attorney Charles H. 
Johnson 800/535-
5727.

Jacuzzi Bath Remod-
el can install a new, 
custom bath or show-
er in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installa-
tion costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer ends 
6/30/25.) Call 1-855-
341-5268.

Loving, home-study 
approved couple in 
San Diego ready to of-
fer a joyful, secure life 
to a newborn. Expens-
es paid. Call/text Eddy 
619-356-1976.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 

150
MISC SERVICES

105
CLEANING SERVICES

102
HOME REPAIR

150
MISC SERVICES

• Residential
• Land

• Commercial
• Property 

Management

.59 Acre lot located south of the Siuslaw River 
bridge in the Glenada neighborhood. This parcel 

features an old power box and existing garage 
in poor repair. Buyer to investigate zoning and 

allowable uses. $140,000 List #1348/262965336

Two bedroom, 1 bath 
home with 924 sq. ft. 
of living space and a 

single car garage in the 
gated 55+ community 
of Greentrees. Private 

covered outdoor area, 2 
storage sheds. $199,900 
List #1298/229601328

Build your custom home or place a MFD home 
on this great lot across from the Munsel Lake boat 

landing. Septic approval on file. Great location 
ready to go! $139,000 List #1185/23145536

3 bdrm, 2.5 bath home with 1160 sq. ft. of living 
space in the gated 55+ community of Florentine 
Estates. Double wide manufactured home has a 

double car garage, private deck & single level living. 
$379,000 List #1362/356624943

Brand New Construction on Dunewood Drive in 
the Reserve at Heceta Lakes. This three bedroom, 

2 bath custom home has 2100 sq. ft. of living 
space, an attached double car garage and high-end 

finishes. $899,000 List #1283/378512803

Charming 2-story home with 1958 sq. ft. of living 
space. 3 bdrm, 2.5 baths, double car garage. Main 
floor living space & bedroom. Gourmet kitchen. 
Upper level has 2 bdrms & kitchenette. $559,900 

List #1363/288254791

Be the first occupant in this modern & thoughtfully 
designed 3 bdrm, 2 bath home with 1689 sq. ft. of 

living space in the Three Mile Prairie neighborhood. 
Primary suite has soaking tub. Attached 2-car 

garage. $459,500 List #1292/537909643

Charming older home 
fully remodeled & located 

on a quiet corner street 
near a neighborhood path 
to the Siuslaw Riverfront. 
Open living plan, dining 
area and large laundry 

room. Updated interior & 
detached garage. $445,000 

List #1330/109700327

Craftsman custom built home 
in Rhodoview Dunes located 
on .65 acre lot. This 3 bdrm, 
3 bath home with 3086 sq. 
ft. of living space including 
a large family room on the 
lower level. $825,000 List 

#1319/351129445

1870 Hwy 126, Suite A
PO Box 3040

Florence, OR
VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.WCRESI.COM

• Residential
• Land

• Commercial
• Property 

Management

In town lot measures 26’x150’. Has paved Maple 
Street frontage and back alleyway access. Flat lot 

is clear and ready to build. City Services available. 
Mainstreet District A zoning. $74,500 List 

#1264/24079224

Two bedroom, two bath 
home located on a 1+ acre 
lot south of Florence. 1654 
sq. ft. of living space with a 

double attached carport space 
and detached 24x36 RV 

garage. Unique construction 
details. $469,900 List 

#1241/24060312
Commercial building features paved parking and 

a 4,156 sq. ft. building on a .21 acre lot. Two 
story with main commercial space below and 

bathroom, lounge & storage above. $560,000 List 
#1171/23549465

Two bedroom, 2 bath home with 900 sq. ft. of 
living space in a beautiful neighborhood just up 
the road from the Siuslaw River. Built in 2024.  

Covered parking area, covered back deck.  .42 acre 
private lot. $364,500 List #1271/185834075

Build your custom home or place your 
manufactured home on this .15 acre lot. Located on 
a cul-de-sac in the Siuslaw Village neighborhood of 

Florence. $68,500 List #1174/23622889

Studio condo at Courtyard Condominiums is 
an upstairs end unit with 341 sq. ft. of living 

space. Unit has a kitchen & full bath. Complex 
has paved parking, and is located centrally to 

shopping, schools & healthcare. $109,900 List 
#1272/562758289

Build your custom home or place a MFD home 
on this great lot across from the Munsel Lake boat 

landing. Septic approval on file. Great location 
ready to go! $139,000 List #1185/23145536

Six acres on Siltcoos Lake with 
two home sites, 8 tax lots and 

room for improvements. Lower 
home is 3 bdrm, 1 bath with 
1190 sq. ft. of living space. 
Private dock & a detached 
garage. $1,599,000 List 

#1255/24398447

In-town 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with 1282 sq. ft. of 

living space on a deep lot with 
a double car garage and bonus 
concrete parking pad for RV. 
Open living, dining, kitchen 
area has slider to one of the 
two back decks. $379,000 

List #1243/24195738

1870 Hwy 126, Suite A
PO Box 3040

Florence, OR
VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.WCRESI.COM
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PRICE UPDATE

PRICE UPDATE

541-997-7653 (SOLD)

CARPET
CLEANING

Upholstery

STEAM OR DRY
Smoke • Water Cleanup

997-3825
Certified-Bonded

CCB #96660

Major credit cards accepted

Blinds • Shades • Draperies • Shutters
We Design ~ We Install

Residential • Commercial • 30 Years Experience

CCB#212734
541-991-3405

Located in Florence

 BLINDS / WINDOW TREATMENTS

3298 Highway 101, Florence, OR 97439 
www.garnerlawoffi ce.net

Business Law
Real Estate Law

Free Consultations
541.991.8121

LEGAL SERVICES

SIUSLAW VALLEY ELECTRIC, INC.
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL CONTRACTING

1710 Laurel Way - Airport Industrial Park
Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri., 8 A.M. to Noon

Forrest G. Grigsby • Stanton E. Grigsby
P.O. Box 1216 • sve-1973-grigsby@hotmail.comO
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Phone 997-8821
FAX 997-3723

ELECTRICAL

Tweety Sez:

Consistent, Quality Cleaning.

For clean as a whistle, call 997-2385.
Florence Janitorial Services

Bill and Jo Hine, Owners
CERTIFIED, LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

tfc
CCB #96660

 CLEANING SERVICES

CCB#197439

Ant’s Concrete
Excavation, fl at work, sidewalks, 
patios, demos and much more!
Call Anthony at 541.735.4836

CONCRETE / PAVING

PROPANE SERVICES

We Pride ourselves on providing the best customer service possible. 
541-746-4621 • www.rdpropane.com

R&D Propane
Residential and Commercial delivery service

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983
Now Serving Now Serving 

Florence!Florence!
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PAINTING

INTERIOR | EXTERIOR | RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
Serving Lane County Since 1997 CCB#207458

Jorge’s Detail Painting
LLC

General Contractor

www.PainterJorge.com  541-521-3271

Dryrot & Repair

For Every Real Estate Listing in Town

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

See: www.trhunter.com
1647 12th St. - $359,000

1660 SqFt 
Commercial 
building. 
Contractor’s spe-
cial with parking 
and outdoor 
shower, owner 
financing avail-
able, redevelop-
ment potential. 
#3730-111752945

89388 View Dr • $99,000
0.18 acre 
cleared 
lot in the 
North Lakes 
Neighborhood. 
Ready to build 
with septic 
inspection and 
partial per-
mits. #3524-
24114590Support Local Journalism. | Subscribe Today!  

Give us a call at 541.997.3441
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today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 
and service. Now 
featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limit-
ed time! Call today! 
Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-833-
395-1433.

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 
talk, text and data. 
No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimit-
ed talk and text with 
flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. 
based customer ser-
vice. For more infor-
mation, call 1-877-
916-0803.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional 
installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

The Generac PWR-
cell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for pow-
er outages and pow-
er your home. Full 
installation services 
available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. 
Call 1-844-989-2328.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 

busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. 
Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. 
Call 1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, 
get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-866-249-8679.

Wesley Financial 
Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancella-
tion Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. 
Get free information-
al package and learn 
how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 
844-487-0221.

300
ANNOUNCEMENTS

TSN26-114 PUBLIC 
HEARING MARCH 10, 

2026, 5:30 P.M.
Florence Planning Com-
mission will consider 
annexing 0.19 acres 
at 88179 3rd Ave and 
applying MDR zoning 
(Petitioner: Michelle Ber-
tao). Recommendation 
goes to City Council 
April 6, 2026, 5:30 p.m. 
at City Hall. Case Nos.: 
PC 25 27 ANN 02 & PC 
25 28 ZC 02
TSN26-116 INVITATION 

TO BID CITY 
OF FLORENCE 

FLORENCE 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
BEACON AND WIND 

CONE REPLACEMENT 
A.I.G. PROJECT NO. 
3-41-0019-020-2025 

Sealed bids for Flor-
ence Municipal Airport, 
Beacon and Wind Cone 
Replacement Project, 
A.I.G. Project No. 3-41-
0019-020-2025 will 
be received by August 
Murphy, Public Works 
Director, at the Public 
Works Facility locat-
ed at 2675 Kingwood 
Street, Florence, Ore-
gon, 97439, until the bid 
closing time of 11:00 
a.m., local time, on the 
24th of March, 2026, at 
which time the bids will 
be publicly opened and 
read. Bidders shall sub-
mit the required first-tier 
subcontractor disclosure 
form within two hours 
of the bid closing time. 
Bidders whose bids and/
or disclosure statements 
are received after the 
stated times will be con-
sidered non-responsive, 
and their bids will not be 
considered. The scope 
of work being consid-
ered is: 1. Replace exist-
ing tip-down pole and 
Airport Beacon with new 
foundation; 2. Replace 
existing Wind Cone with 
new foundation; 3. Pull 
new conductor(s) from 
power source to Airport 
Beacon; and 4. Pull new 
conductor(s) from power 
source to Wind Cone. 
The Contract Docu-
ments, including the 
specifications, for the 
above project may be 
reviewed and examined 
at the offices of the City 
of Florence Public Works 
Facility located at 2675 
Kingwood Street, Flor-
ence, Oregon, 97439 on 
working days, between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. Bidding 
documents can be 
downloaded at www.
questcdn.com under 
Login using QuestCDN 
#10032771 for a non-re-
fundable charge of 
$22.00. Contact Quest-

CDN.com at 952-233-
1632 or info@questcdn.
com for assistance in 
membership registration 
and downloading this 
digital project informa-
tion. Technical questions 
shall be directed to Syd-
ney Schroeder, E.I.T., 
Century West Engineer-
ing Corporation, (541) 
322-8962. Contrac-
tors must be qualified 
in accordance with the 
applicable parts of ORS 
279C in order to enter 
into a contract with the 
City. Among other fac-
tors that will be consid-
ered, the City will only 
award a contract to a 
contractor that is able 
to demonstrate that they 
have completed previous 
contracts of a similar 
nature with a satisfactory 
record of performance, 
and that demonstrate 
that they have a satisfac-
tory record of integrity. 
The City may investigate 
to determine the quali-
fications of the bidders 
as part of the evalua-
tion of the bids, and the 
City may reject a bid that 
does not comply with the 
prescribed public con-
tracting procedures and 
requirements, includ-
ing the requirement to 
demonstrate the bidder’s 
responsibility under ORS 
279C.375(3)(b). Bidders 
must submit qualifica-
tion statements in accor-
dance with the terms 
of subsection 20-02 of 
the General Provisions 
(FAA) with their Propos-
al. Proposals submitted 
without qualification 
statements will not be 
accepted. This contract 
will be funded, in part, by 
a grant from the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 
As such it will be subject 
to federal requirements. 
These include, but are 
not limited to: Buy Amer-
ica Preferences; Prevail-
ing Wage Rates. All labor 
shall be paid no less than 
the minimum wage rates 
established by the US 
Secretary of Labor (Davis 
Bacon) or the State of 
Oregon (BOLI) whichever 
is greater; Government 
wide Debarment and 
Suspension; Govern-
ment wide Requirements 
for Drug-free workplace; 
Foreign Trade Restric-
tions; and Federal Fair 
Labor Standard Act. All 
applicable federal provi-
sions are given in the 
specifications under FAA 
Required Provisions. As 
a condition of a grant 
award, the Sponsor shall 
demonstrate that it com-
plies with the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 

U.S.C. §§ 2000d et seq) 
and implementing regu-
lations (49 CFR part 21) 
including amendments 
thereto, the Airport 
and Airway Improve-
ment Act of 1982 (49 
U.S.C. § 47123), the 
Age Discrimination Act 
of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101 
et seq.), Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 (29 U.S.C. § 
794 et seq.), the Amer-
icans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 
§ 12101, et seq.), U.S. 
Department of Trans-
portation and Federal 
Aviation Administration 
(FAA) Assurances, and 
other relevant civil rights 
statutes, regulations, 
or authorities, includ-
ing any amendments or 
updates thereto. This 
may include, as applica-
ble, providing a current 
Title VI Program Plan to 
the FAA for approval, in 
the format and according 
to the timeline required 
by the FAA, and other 
information about the 
communities that will be 
benefited and impacted 
by the project. A com-
pleted FAA Title VI Pre-
Grant Award Checklist 
is required for every 
grant application, unless 
excused by the FAA. The 
Sponsor shall affirma-
tively ensure that when 
carrying out any project 
supported by this grant 
that it complies with all 
federal nondiscrimina-
tion and civil rights laws 
based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, 
creed, age, disability, 
genetic information, in 
consideration for federal 
financial assistance. The 
Department’s and FAA’s 
Office of Civil Rights may 
provide resources and 
technical assistance to 
recipients to ensure full 
and sustainable compli-
ance with Federal civil 
rights requirements. Fail-
ure to comply with civil 
rights requirements will 
be considered a violation 
of the agreement or con-
tract and be subject to 
any enforcement action 
as authorized by law. 
The requirements of 49 
CFR Part 26, including 
any amendments there-
to, apply to this contract. 
It is the policy of the City 
of Florence to practice 
nondiscrimination based 
on race, color, sex, or 
national origin in the 
award or performance of 
this contract. The Owner 
encourages participation 
by all firms qualifying 
under this solicitation 
regardless of business 
size or ownership. A 
NON-MANDATORY pre-

bid meeting is to be 
held at 11:00 a.m., local 
time on the 10th day of 
March, 2026, at the Flor-
ence Municipal Airport 
Office located at 2001 
Airport Way, Florence, 
OR 97439. Interested 
prime and subcontrac-
tors are encouraged to 
attend. At this meeting, 
questions concerning 
the Contract Documents 
and the proposed work 
will be discussed. A tour 
of the project site will 
be conducted after the 
meeting, after which, 
no other formal tours or 
site visits will be sched-
uled. This project is for 
a public improvement 
subject to the prevailing 
rates of wage require-
ments of ORS 279C.800 
to 279C.870, or by the 
U.S. Secretary of Labor, 
whichever is greater. The 
City will not receive or 
consider a bid unless 
the bid contains a state-
ment by the bidder that 
the bidder will comply 
with ORS 279C.838 or 
279C.840. Contractor 
licensing under ORS 
468A.720 for asbes-
tos abatement is not 
a requirement of this 
project. No bid shall be 
considered unless the 
bidder is licensed by 
the Oregon Construc-
tion Contractors Board 
or the State Landscape 
Contractors Board. Bids 
must be submitted on 
the prescribed forms 
and must be accompa-
nied by certified check, 
cashier’s check, or bid 
bond executed in favor 
of the City in an amount 
equal to ten percent 
(10%) of the amount bid. 
Each Bidder must supply 
all information required 
by the bid documents 
and specifications. The 
successful bidder will be 
required to furnish a per-
formance bond and pay-
ment bond, each in the 
full amount of the con-
tract price. No bid may 
be withdrawn after the 
scheduled time for the 
public opening of the bid 
as specified above. The 
City reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids, to 
waive any irregularities, 
and to accept the bid 
deemed in the best inter-

est of the City. The City 
may reject any bid not in 
compliance with all pre-
scribed public bidding 
procedures and require-
ments and may reject 
for good cause any or 
all bids after finding that 
doing so is in the public 
interest. AUGUST MUR-
PHY, PUBLIC WORKS 
DIRECTOR CITY OF 
FLORENCE Dated at 
the City of Florence, this 
25th day of February, 
2026

TSN26-108 PORT 
SEEKS COMMISSION 

APPLICANTS 
The Port of Siuslaw 
Board of Commission-
ers will appoint a district 
citizen to fill the Posi-
tion 2 vacancy created 
by the recent resignation 
of R. Dale Edwards. The 
term of the appointee 
will expire on 30 June 
2027 at which time an 
elected successor will 
be seated. Persons 
wishing to be appointed 
to the Port Commission 
vacancy should obtain 
an application from the 
Port office at 100 Harbor 
Street, or the Port’s web 
site www.portofsiuslaw.
com. Applications will be 
accepted until 5:00pm 
Friday, March 13, 2026. 
Applicants must be reg-
istered voters residing 
within the Port of Siuslaw 
district. Applicants may 
be invited for interviews. 
The Port of Siuslaw is 
a Special District autho-
rized by Oregon law to 
help sustain the eco-
nomic vitality of western 
Lane County. The district 
boundary encompass-
es most of the Siuslaw 
River watershed, includ-
ing the coastal commu-
nities of Florence and 
Dunes City, and extend-
ing upriver to Mapleton, 
Walton, Lorane, and 
Blachly. The Port is the 
sponsor of the federal 
maritime investment in 
Lane County for main-
tenance of the channel, 
harbor, jetties, and nav-
igable ocean bars. The 
Port also has significant 
authority under Oregon 
statute for local eco-
nomic development and 
infrastructure projects 
that encourage job cre-

ation and tourism. The 
Port of Siuslaw Board 
of Commissioners meet 
regularly at 7:00pm on 
the third Wednesday of 
each month in the Port 
office at 100 Harbor 
Street in Florence. Reg-
ular Port Commission 
meetings are open to the 
public. Questions should 
be directed to the Port 
office at 541-997-3426

TSN26-107 PORT 
SEEKS BUDGET 

COMMITTEE MEMBER
The Port of Siuslaw 
Board of Commission-
ers invites applications 
from residents inter-
ested in serving on the 
Port’s Budget Commit-
tee. Interested persons 
should obtain an applica-
tion from the Port office 
at 100 Harbor Street, 
or from the Port’s web 
site: www.portofsiuslaw.
com. Applications will 
be accepted until 5pm, 
Friday, March 13, 2026. 
Applicants must be reg-
istered voters residing 
within the Port of Siu-
slaw district. The district 
boundary encompass-
es most of the Siuslaw 
River watershed, includ-
ing the communities of 
Florence and Dunes City, 
and extending upriver 
to Mapleton, Walton, 
Lorane, and Blachly. 
The Budget Committee 
is a standing commit-
tee of five members that 
sits jointly with the Port 
Commission to public-
ly review and revise the 
annual budget. The Bud-
get Committee approves 
the budget and tax levy. 
The budget then goes to 
the Port Commission to 
be adopted. Committee 
members serve three-
year terms which expire 
on June 30. A Budget 
Committee Member is 
expected to spend up 
to 20 hours that includes 
reviewing the budget 
and meeting 1-3 times 
from May through June 
each year. The Com-
mittee may be called to 
meet again during the 
year in the event of a 
significant budget-
ary change. Questions 
should be directed to the 
Port office at 541-997-
3426.
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TR Hunter Real Estate
1749 Highway. 101, Florence OR 97439

www.trhunter.com
541-997-1200 • 800-210-7453 

Tim Sapp
Owner / 

Principal Broker
541 999-8230

Richard Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-6677

Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-2151

Crystell Wise
Principal Broker, 
CRS, SRS, SRES

541 991-9487

Kyle Lewis
Broker

541 991-6728

Aileen Sapp
Broker, SRS, 

SRES
541 999-5396

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

Kelsey Peterson
Broker

541-999-2584

Vanessa Buss
Broker

541-991-0478

Wendy Krause
Broker

541 999-7765

Haylee Cole
Broker

541-999-2112

Mike Blankenship
Broker, 

ABR, SRS
541 991-7826

Brandi Hart
Broker

541 999-2671

Nichole Lewis
Broker

541 999-8786

Heidi White
Broker

541 600-6058

89510 Hwy 101 #26 - $60,000
2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 784 SqFt. Recently upgraded doors, 
shower, laminate flooring, windows, ceiling fans, elec-
tric panel, shed and carport. #3694-555498165

4990 Mitchell Loop Rd. - $585,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2665 SqFt. Custom ranch style home 
with open living, sunroom, and garage with RV parking. 
#3695-161538459

87511 Tiernan Rd. - $425,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1866 SqFt. Secluded property with 
mature fruit trees, custom kitchen, bonus room, shop, 
and river access. #3714-272688773

1601-534 Rhododendron Dr. - $390,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2280 SqFt. Manufactured home with attached garage, sun porch, workshop and 
covered RV/boat storage. #3729-220740617

87977 Kelsie Way - $205,000
0.88 acre lot. Big beach area lot with septic and water already installed!
#3741-329648580

65 Shoreline Dr. - $750,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2145 SqFt. Shelter Cove gated community. Minutes to beach. With added bonus 
16x26 sq ft hobby room. #3745-168626712

New Listing New Listing

New Listing

89510 Hwy 101 #23 - $60,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 924 SqFt. Spacious, clean, and 
affordable. Appliances included. Lake access. Move-in 
ready condition. #3679-545143954

1600-29 Rhododendron Dr. - $249,000
3 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 1308 SqFt. Inviting 55+ retreat featur-
ing pellet stove, efficient heating, new appliances, 
covered deck, workshop. #3698-344579839

5262 Nopal St. - $430,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1493 SqFt. Coastal charm meets 
modern living in the desirable Three Mile Prairie neigh-
borhood. #3670-317018212

3932 Spruce St. - $524,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1472 SqFt. Enclosed sunroom, RV 
parking with hookups, outdoor hobby room and tool 
shed with gardens. #3717-687208935

290 Harbor St. - $1,599,000
5 Bdrms, 3 Baths, 2201 SqFt. Restored 1894 Old Town 
cottage with new garage, ADU, luxury upgrades, mod-
ern comfort throughout. #3724-327759244

133 Shoreline Dr. - $845,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2120 Sqft. New Construction! Quality 
craftsmanship and finishes. 3-bay garage with paved 
parking. #3620-575874537

83763 Hwy 101 #10 - $115,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 800 SqFt. Move-in ready home in 
55+ Lakeshore Park. Peaceful, low-maintenance, all-
season comfort and charm! #3664-366140328

13904 Stagecoach Rd. - $584,000
4 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 2152 SqFt. 5 acre, riverfront property 
with horse stalls, chicken coops, duck pond, and more! 
#3689-285143016

1699 27th St. #5 - $79,000
2 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 924 SqFt. Well kept manufactured 
home in Ocean Breeze Park with sunroom, fenced 
backyard, and alley access. #3723-583761940

2937 Munsel Lake Rd. - $399,000
3 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 1013 SqFt. Move-in ready single-level 
home with updated kitchen, fenced yard, RV parking, 
and abundant natural light. #3725-445649944

238 Horseshoe Bend - $179,500
1 Bdrm, 1 Bath, 500 SqFt. Nice corner lot with RV 
hookups. Home is well cared for with bonus room and 
garden. #3690-524301067

87830 Terrace View Dr. - $435,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1482 SqFt. Shop/Garage, RV Garage 
with 30 AMP, private covered deck, enclosed sunroom/
greenhouse. #3702-456128863

1600-113 Rhododendron Dr. - $158,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 924 SqFt. Excellent opportunity to 
bring in a new manufactured home. Call agent for 
buyer incentive details. #3705-730692234

179 Outer Dr. - $296,000
3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1100 SqFt. Peaceful Coast Village 
home with natural light, cozy spaces, garden paths, 
and convenient amenities. #3716-756515536

2060 20th St. - $392,500
3 bdrms, 1 bath, 960 SqFt. Extensively updated home 
with modern kitchen, new roof, fireplace, garage 
upgrades, outdoor spaces. #3728-362336387

87748 Terrace View Dr. - $710,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1416 SqFt. Coastal living with ocean 
views, plus possible rental income from renovated 
lower-level. #3734-446288655

11445 E Mapleton Rd. - $775,000
3 Bdrms, 3 Baths, 2440 SqFt. Five-acre riverfront 
property offering privacy, versatility, large shop, and 
endless potential. #3738-363944680

88426 2nd Ave. - $710,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 1810 SqFt. Whimsical beach retreat, 
proven Airbnb income, ocean views, one block to sand. 
#3742-457960361

1070 Bay St #22 - $447,000
2 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 984 SqFt. Bay Bridge condo with 
river and dune views, pellet stove, patio, storage shed. 
#3743-159787344
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