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A gift subscription to Hawkins 
County’s oldest newspaper makes 

a GREAT gift for any occasion! 
Call 272-7422.
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GraysonSubaru.com

*Subaru will donate $250 for every new Subaru vehicle sold or leased from November 14, 2019, 
through January 2, 2020, to four national charities designated by the purchaser or lessee. Pre-
approved Hometown Charities may be selected for donation depending on retailer participation. 
For every new Subaru vehicle sold or leased during the campaign period, participating retailers 
will donate a minimum of $50 in total to their registered Hometown Charities. Purchasers/lessees 
must make their charity designations by January 15, 2020. The four national charities will receive 
a guaranteed minimum donation of $250,000 each. See your local Subaru retailer for details or visit 
subaru.com/share. All donations made by Subaru of America, Inc.

Subaru will donate $250 to the charity of your choice when you purchase or lease a new vehicle!*

BY ALLISON F. GOLEY
STAFF WRITER

CHURCH HILL — Church Hill’s 
own Bill Killen recently released 
his new book, “The History of 
the Apollo and Skylab Astronaut 
Rescue Team.”

Killen, who is the National 
Fire Heritage Center President 

(NFHC), FIFireE CFO and Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs 
(IAFC) Former President, will sign 
copies of his book on Wednesday, 
Dec. 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Review office (316 East Main 
Street).

Readers may recall that the Re-
view featured Killen’s career in the 
Spring, 2019 edition of “Discover 

Hawkins County”, and also in the 
Review the week of July 20 this 
year on the 50th anniversary of the 
Apollo 11 moon landing.

Killen was able to witness a 
fascinating point in history, as he 
served as a member of NASA’s 
Apollo Astronaut Fire and Rescue 
Team; thus, his book chronicles 
the history of the Apollo and Sky-

lab Astronaut Rescue Teams.

The tragic Apollo One fire
Killen’s book begins in much 

the same way as did the Astronaut 
Rescue Teams themselves — with 
the tragic Apollo One fire.

Killen explained that the 

Review to host book signing for Church Hill author Bill Killen
Book gives amazing, first-time insight into author’s work on NASA’s Apollo Astronaut Rescue Team

Bill Killen

KINGSPORT — Thanks to fast police 
work and a clerk with an eye for detail, 
barely 10 minutes after he allegedly held 
up a Kingsport gas station Thursday eve-
ning, a Church Hill man was under arrest 
for aggravted robbery.

On No-
vember 21, 
2019, around 
8:45 p.m., 
Kingsport 
Police Patrol 
Officers re-
sponded to a 
hold-up alarm 
at the Spirit 
Gas Station, 
located at 
1300 East 
Stone Drive.

While 
officers were 
still en-route 

to the scene, Kingsport Central Dispatch 
received a follow-up call from the store 
clerk confirming that there had, in fact, 
been a robbery.

The clerk informed officers that the 
suspect had indicated that he had a gun 
and had stolen the entire cash drawer 
from the register along with an undis-
closed amount of money.

The clerk also provided officers with a 
detailed description of what turned out 
to be a blue 2008 Chevrolet Trailblazer 
sport utility vehicle, complete with a 
partial license plate number, in which the 
suspect fled.

Within less than 10 minutes of the 
initial hold-up alarm, an alert KPD patrol 
officer spotted the suspect vehicle and 
made a traffic stop on North Eastman 
Road at the intersection of Stadium 
Court.

As a result of that traffic stop, the 
suspect, Reggie L. Evans, 42, of Conant 
Road, Church Hill, was successfully taken 
into custody without incident.

The stolen cash register drawer was 
subsequently recovered from his vehicle.

He was transported to the Kingsport 
City Jail, where as of Friday morning, he 
remained confined pending arraignment.

Church Hill man 
nabbed 10 minutes 
after robbing gas 

station

Evans

SNEEDVILLE/ROGERS-
VILLE — Georgia Baptists 
have worked hard this 
year with a goal to pro-
vide 35,000 backpacks to 
ministries in a 15-state area 
defined by Southern Baptist 
as Appalachia. More than 
1,100 of those “Christmas 
Backpacks” made their way 
to Of One Accord Ministry 
recently, all of which came 
from just one association 
of churches in Carrollton, 
Georgia.

The Southern Baptist 
Convention recognized in 
2000 that the lowest income 
families in America, per 
capita, were families living 
in rural isolated Appala-
chia. Ministries like Of One 
Accord, serving Hawkins 
and Hancock counties, 
have become the connec-
tors between churches east 
of the Mississippi and the 
struggling families living in 
the ‘hills and hollers’ of East 
Tennessee, Eastern Ken-
tucky, southwestern Virgin-
ia, and West Virginia.

Of One Accord has been a 
host for mission teams com-
ing throughout the summer 
to do home repairs, backyard 
Bible clubs, sports camps, 
distributions and providing 
many other needed services 
like dental clinics.

“Since we do the county-
wide Christmas activities, 
teams have also wanted to 
return during December and 
help,” said Sheldon Live-
say, the ministry’s director. 
“Evidently teams, like the 
ones that come here, have 
gone back to their respective 
states expressing the need 

for churches outside Appa-
lachia to help Appalachian 
ministries at Christmas. Out 
of that need, the Christmas 
Backpack program was 
initiated.”

According to Livesay, 
churches in the Associations 
prepare backpacks just as 
they do the Samaritan’s 
Purse “Shoebox Ministry” for 
children overseas.

They designate a “Christ-
mas Backpack Sunday” for 
members to bring the back-
packs, and they in turn, ship 
them to Appalachia.

More than 1,100 Christmas 
Backpacks of Love make their 

way to Appalachia

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Jennifer Kinsler is shown helping to stack backpacks after they arrived in a 20-foot truck from 
Georgia at Of One Accord Ministry in Rogersville.

Tammy Helton is shown during the “Christmas Backpack Sun-
day” service, thanking churches in Carrollton, Georgia.

BY TOMMY CAMPBELL
EDITOR & PUBLISHER

SURGOINSVILLE — Two Surgoinsville 
residents were arrested last week and 
charged with possession of stolen prop-
erty over $1,000, and other charges, after 
law enforcement officers found them in 
possession of a stolen car hauler which 
was also loaded with a vehicle that bore a 
stolen tag.

In separate reports, Hawkins Co. Sher-

iff’s Deputy Bryan Sanders said that Jacob 
Kyle Robinson, 26, of Hendricks Street, 
was charged with possession of stolen 
property over $1,000, possession of stolen 
property, driving on revoked driver li-
cense, and violation of the state’s financial 
responsibility law; while Lahonna Dawn 
Charles, 32, of Donald Charles Road, was 
charged with possession of stolen proper-
ty over $1,000, and possession of stolen 
property.

Deputy Sanders said that shortly before 

11 p.m. on Nov. 14, 2019, he was dis-
patched to an address on Stanley Valley 
Road in reference to a possible location of 
a stolen car hauler. The complainant had 
advised Hawkins Co. Dispatch that the car 
hauler was being towed by a maroon-col-
ored Nissan pickup.

While enroute to the call, 911 Dispatch 
advised Sanders that the truck and car 
hauler were leaving with a possibly stolen 
car now loaded on it.

Deputy Sgt. Stacy Vaughn was first to 

make contact with the vehicle on Gillen-
water Lane. Vaughn and Sanders followed, 
and initiated a traffic stop.

After identifying the driver, Robinson, 
and the passenger, Charles, they also con-
firmed through 911 Dispatch that the silver 
Honda Civic loaded onto the vehicle came 
back registered to an owner in Oakboro, 
North Carolina.

The tag on the vehicle was reportedly 

Pair busted for possession of stolen car hauler, loaded with car bearing stolen tag
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