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Bulls Gap earns sectional 

berth 1B

BY JEFF BOBO

The Budget Committee voted last week 
to recommend several ARPA funding 
requests be considered for final approval 
by the County Commission in February, 
but the Hawkins County Humane Society’s 
request was voted down.

The Hawkins County Humane Soci-
ety (HCHS) had originally requested 
$800,000 to be drawn from Hawkins 
County’s the $11 million awarded from 

the federal American Recovery Plan Act 
(ARPA).

The HCHS request was intended to build 
a new bigger animal shelter due to the 
current shelter almost always being filled 
beyond capacity.

Last month the Budget Committee 
asked organizations requesting ARPA 
funds to reduce their amounts to a “best 
case scenario” and a “worst case scenario” 
due to the total amount being requested 
surpassing the amount available by about 
$11.5 million.

As a result the HCHS returned a reduced 
request of $400,000, which was consid-
ered by the Budget Committee during its 
Jan. 17 meeting.

Commissioner Danny Alvis, who has 
served on the HCHS board of directors 

in the past, made the motion to grant the 
shelter’s $400,000 ARPA request.

“They do an tremendous job,” Alvis 
said. “They’re an asset. There’s only one 
Humane Society in the county. It is a good 
cause. I go down there and spend some 
time. All of us should go and look and vol-
unteer a little bit. I think it will be money 
well spent.”

County budget director Eric Buchanan 
cautioned the committee that the pre-
COVID/inflation estimates for the Justice 
Center roof replacement that the commis-
sion already allocated $3.1 million in ARPA 
funds to pay for is likely low.

“We don’t want to put half a roof on 
the Justice Center,” County Mayor Mark 

Hawkins County Humane Society’s $400K ARPA request denied
Committee recommends funds 

for road superintendent, assessor, 
EMA, and Pink Hill water
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At the Jan. 17 Budget Committee meeting 
Commissioner Danny Alvis, right, made a 
motion to allocation $430,000 in ARPA 
funds to extend water service to the Pink Hill 
community, which was approved; as well as 
a motion to allocated $400,000 to expand 
the Hawkins County Humane Society facility, 
which was voted down 3-4.

BY JEFF BOBO
EDITOR

Community leaders in the Rogersville 
area are looking for volunteers who can 
who can pool resources to help vulnerable 
Hawkins County citizens when disasters 
strike.

County Mayor Mark DeWitte and retired 
physician Dr. Blaine Jones are co-founders 
of a Rogersville non-profit Four Square 
Inc. which shepherds various community 
projects such as the People Loving People 
free Thanksgiving breakfast, the Fourth 
of July Celebration, and tornado relief for 
Greene County, among others.

On Jan. 19 DeWitte and Jones organized 
a community meeting along with East Rog-
ersville Baptist Church pastor John Butler.

The meeting was a response to what 
occurred over Christmas weekend when 
temperatures dipped to single digits, 
resulting in the Tennessee Valley Authority 
initiating rolling blackouts across its seven 
state region, including Hawkins County.

Butler opened his church as a warming 
center to help members of the community 
who lost their heat, as well as homeless 
people who would be stuck outside during 
this dangerous weather event.

The Hawkins County EMA delivered 
cots, and various other organizations 
and individuals donated food and other 
supplies.

As a result of that experience, Jones, De-
Witte, and Butler scheduled a community 
meeting last Thursday seeking volunteers 
who can help fulfill various needs in the 
community to help vulnerable or displaced 
residents when future disasters occur.

Among those in attendance were Haw-
kins County EMA director Jamie Miller, 
Sheriff Ronnie Lawson, a handful of first 
responders a large contingent of clergy 
and church people, and other interested 
citizens.

Jones asked each of these attendees to go 

Community 
leaders seek local 

resources to protect 
vulnerable people 
during disasters
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Community leaders Dr. Blaine Jones, Mark 
DeWitte and Pastor David Butler organized 
a meeting last Thursday at the Hawkins 
County Gas Co. seeking volunteers who can 
help pool resources for vulnerable Hawkins 
County citizens when disasters strike.

BY JEFF BOBO
EDITOR

A Volunteer High School 
student was arrested Thurs-
day afternoon for allegedly 
making a threat on the social 
media platform “Snapchat” to 
bring a gun to school and do 
violence Friday.

According to a HCSO report 
the 15-year-old student made 
a threat of “shooting up the 
school” on Snapchat. Class-
mates reportedly went to 
Principal Dr. Greg Sturgill’s 
office to report there threat 
“because of the seriousness of 
the threats being real”.

A photo of the suspect 
brandishing a .22 caliber 
revolver in his waistband was 

also posted on Snapchat, the 
HCSO reported.

The boy’s mother confirmed 
for the HCSO they own a .22 
revolver which was unloaded.

The HCSO reported that 
due to the nature of the threat 

and availability of a firearm 
the by the boy, he was arrest-
ed last Thursday evening and 
cited into Juvenile Court on 
one count of threat of mass 
violence on school proper-
ty, and one count of illegal 

possession of a handgun by a 
juvenile.

Director of Schools Matt 
Hixson told the Review there 
was an increased police and 
administrator presence at 
school Friday morning as a 
precaution, but no other inci-
dents were reported, and no 
other students are believed to 
be involved in the threat.

Hixson said he doesn’t 
know what motivated the 
student to make the alleged 
threat. He said the student 
was’t in trouble, but Hixson 
asked his staff to conduct an 
investigation to determine 
if there is a reason why this 
threat was made.

Volunteer student arrested Thursday for alleged 
online threat of ‘shooting up the school’
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SEE ARRESTED, PAGE 2A
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I
t might not have been 
Junie B. Jones, but for 
Joseph Rogers Primary 
first graders the arrival 

of Congresswoman Diana 
Harshbarger last Thursday 
morning was the next best 
thing.

Harshbarger stopped by 
JRP Thursday to drop off a 
big stack of children’s books 
from the Library of Congress 
to be put on the shelves of 
the Hawkins County School 
System’s “Words on Wheels” 
mobile library.

Upon her arrival Harsh-
barger was given a tour of 
the converted school bus 
by county schools academ-
ic services supervisor Lori 
Allen and coordinated health 
supervisor Erika Phillips.

Harshbarger praised layout 
and design of the Words on 
Wheels.

“I would have done this ex-
actly the same way,” Harsh-
barger said. “Whoever set this 
up, this is fantastic.”

She added, “I love that bus. 
The Partridge Family has 

nothing on them.”
Harshbarger said she 

brought a variety of books 
from the Library of Congress 
ranging in appeal from small 
children up through middle 
school age.

“They have a surplus book 
program, and when we found 
out we could get as many 
books as the district wanted, 
we signed up for the pro-
gram,” she told the Review. 
“Believe me, it has been 

Reading the crowd
Harshbarger delivers 
books from Library 
of Congress, reads 
to JPR first-graders
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Congresswoman Diana Harshbarger reads “How to catch a Loveosaurus” by Alice Walstead to 
Mrs. Hurd’s first graders at Joseph Rogers Primary in Rogersville last Thursday.
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These are the books that Congresswoman Harshbarger deliv-
ered to the Hawkins County Schools Word on Wheels mobile 
library last Thursday as part of the Library of Congress Surplus 
Books Program
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