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A gift subscription to Hawkins 
County’s oldest newspaper makes 

a GREAT gift for any occasion! 
Call 272-7422.

8729 KINGSTON PIKE • 1-888-660-0184 • www.GRAYSONSUBARU.com

The 2020 Subaru Family 
Ascent, Forester, Outback, Legacy, Crosstrek, 
Impreza, WRX/STI and BRZ— test drive one 
today at Grayson Subaru in Knoxville.

Get 
you rself 
a Subar u!
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BY ALLISON F. GOLEY 
STAFF WRITER

Newly appointed Director of 
Schools, Dr. Michael D. Belcher, 
passed away on Sept. 20 after a 
brief illness.

Since July 1 of this year, Belcher 
had served as the Director of 
Hancock County Schools. He was 
proud to serve in this capacity and 
wanted only the best for our stu-

dents, teachers and community.
“I’m just overwhelmed with the 

responsibility and I am looking 
forward to the challenge of trying 
to make this the best school system 
anywhere around,” Dr. Belcher 
told the Review/Eagle at the end of 
the meeting when he was chosen 
as the new director.

Belcher was born in Indianapo-
lis, Indiana and moved to Tennes-
see at an early age. He spent most 

of his life residing in the moun-
tains of Hancock County. Better 
known to some as “Doc”, Belcher 
earned his Doctoral Degree, and 
all degrees preceding, from East 
Tennessee State University.

Belcher was 58 years old, and his 
32-year education career was spent 
almost entirely in Hancock County.

Before he was appointed as 
Director of Schools, he served as 
a classroom teacher, principal of 

Mulberry Gap School, Kyles Ford 
School, Hancock Elementary 
School, Hancock Middle/High 
School, and Supervisor of Special 
Populations.

In 1983, he received his first as-
signment as Principal of the former 
Mulberry Gap Elementary, where 
he also taught grades K-8, and 
coached three basketball teams.

Dr. Michael D. Belcher, Director of Hancock County 
Schools, passes away after a brief illness
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BY ALLISON F. GOLEY 
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The Hawkins County Board of Edu-
cation voted at their August meeting 
to move forward with the 13.7 million 
worth of energy-efficiency upgrades 
that Trane representatives recommend-
ed after conducting a system-wide 
energy efficiency audit.

However, the Hawkins County Com-
mission’s Budget Committee recently 
rejected the BOE’s request for the nec-
essary $9.5 million bond to complete 
the project.

This decision came after Cumberland 
Securities bond adviser Chris Bessler 
told the committee at their Sept. 21 
meeting that the county would have to 
raise the property tax rate by 5 cents 
beginning in 2021-22 to cover bond 
payments for the next 20 years, which 
will be about $640,000 annually.

“Absolutely, I am not going to vote for 
a 5-cent tax increase,” said Commission 
Chairman Rick Brewer at the commit-
tee meeting.

The issue is still on the agenda for 
the upcoming Sept. 28 full commission 
meeting, though it won’t be recom-
mended by the budget committee. At 
the Commission meeting, Director of 
Schools Matt Hixson said he plans to 
present the commission with infor-
mation detailing why the project is 
necessary.

Background
After conducting a full energy effi-

ciency audit at all school system build-
ings, Trane representatives determined 
that roughly $13.7 million worth of 
work is needed.

The bulk of the project will require 
switching over to LED lighting sys-
tem-wide and replacing the HVAC 
systems at both high schools.

Hixson noted that the LED project 
will cost roughly $2.7 million and 
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Downtown Rogers-
ville’s newest dining 
experience recently 
opened its doors 

and is ready for customers.
The product of a friendship 

and a collective dream, Taste 

of Chicago offers authentic 
Chicago-style cuisine in a 
casual, grab-and-go atmo-
sphere.

Diners will likely first meet 
Jonathan Hentrix, who serves 
as the operations manager 
and runs the “front of the 
house,” Joey Bucio is the 
restaurant’s chef and menu 

creator, and Cody Fobber 
is the investor and business 
manager. All three are also 
part-owners, but Hendrix 
and Bucio run the restaurant 
full-time.

Though Fobber and Hen-
drix are native East Tennesse-
ans, chef Bucio was born and 
raised in Chicago.

The restaurant has actually 
been open since July 1, but 
the official grand opening 
and ribbon cutting with the 
Rogersville/Hawkins County 
Chamber of Commerce took 
place on Sept. 11.

The restaurant is located 

A product of friendship 
and a taste of home

Taste of Chicago opens in downtown Rogersville
PHOTOS BY RICHARD CLARK

Operations Manager Jonathan Hentrix serves his customers at Taste of Chicago

SEE TASTE, PAGE 3A

SEE BELCHER, PAGE 6A

Budget Committee 
rejects school system’s 

bond request for  
energy upgrades

SEE BUDGET, PAGE 2A


