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A gift subscription to Hawkins 
County’s oldest newspaper makes 

a GREAT gift for any occasion! 
Call 272-7422.
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GraysonSubaru.com

*Subaru will donate $250 for every new Subaru vehicle sold or leased from November 14, 2019, 
through January 2, 2020, to four national charities designated by the purchaser or lessee. Pre-
approved Hometown Charities may be selected for donation depending on retailer participation. 
For every new Subaru vehicle sold or leased during the campaign period, participating retailers 
will donate a minimum of $50 in total to their registered Hometown Charities. Purchasers/lessees 
must make their charity designations by January 15, 2020. The four national charities will receive 
a guaranteed minimum donation of $250,000 each. See your local Subaru retailer for details or visit 
subaru.com/share. All donations made by Subaru of America, Inc.

Subaru will donate $250 to the charity of your choice when you purchase or lease a new vehicle!*

NASHVILLE — Two new 
reports issued this week by 
the Tennessee Comptroller’s 
Office show that local gov-
ernments across the state 
continue to be short a total of 
millions of dollars.

The 2018 Report of Cash 
Shortages in Tennessee’s 95 
county governments updates 
the amounts of cash shortages 
and thefts as of June 30, 2018. 
The report details money that 

went missing during the 2018 
fiscal year, as well as previous 
fiscal years, including shortag-
es noted in both Hawkins and 
Hancock counties.

The state’s 95 counties 
began the 2018 fiscal year 
with $972,608 in cash 
shortages that had not been 
recovered. During the fiscal 
year, $276,522 worth of new 
shortages were detected. 
Counties were able to recover 

or write-off $179,674 through 
restitution payments, insur-
ance claims or other means. 
That left a net unrecovered 
shortage of $1,069,456 at the 
end of the fiscal year.

The Comptroller’s office also 
released its report detailing 
cash shortages and other 
thefts for Tennessee munici-
palities, internal school funds, 
utility districts, housing 
authorities, nonprofits, and 

other governmental entities. 
These shortages were reported 
in fiscal year 2017 and earlier.

Fiscal year 2017 began with 
a cash shortage of $2,783,851. 
During the year, $985,967 in 
new shortages were detect-
ed. A total of $1,316,145 was 
recovered or written-off 
during the fiscal year, leaving 
an unrecovered shortage of 

More than $3.5 million in mis-used public 
money remains uncollected statewide

BY ALLISON F. GOLEY
STAFF WRITER

During the County Commission 
Road Committee’s December meeting, 
Road Superintendent Lowell Bean 
discussed upcoming repairs to five local 
bridges.

“I look for next year—if the weather 
helps us—to be one of the best years 
since I’ve been here,” Bean told the 
committee. Much of his excitement is 
thanks to the passage of the Improve 
Act.

Because of the Improve Act, Hawkins 
County will see renovations on five 
different bridges: one on Church Hill’s 

AFG Road; one on Brown Mountain 
Road in the Beech Creek area; one on 
Bulls Gap’s Walker Church Road; one 
on old Hwy 11w in Mooresburg; and 
another on Rogersville’s Armstrong 
Road.

Bean explained that, though each 
bridge is currently in a different phase 
of completion, he expects all of them to 
be finished within the next three years.

Improve Act
The Tennessee government website 

explains that the Improve Act will 
deliver 952 road and bridge projects 
across all 95 counties in the state and 
will “address the state’s road funding 

for the first time in 30 years.”
Bean explained to the committee 

that the AFG Road Bridge repair would 
have cost around $5 million if not for 
the Improve Act.

“We signed up on a package to get 
five bridges in the county,” he said. 
“This is at no expense to the county. 
What we did was give up one third of 
our state aid bridge money. That to-
taled about $300,000. When I figured 
it up, I thought, ‘I’m not giving up 
$300,000!’ But, this one bridge (AFG 
Road) was going to cost in the neigh-
borhood of $5 million, so I thought, 

Repairs to five local bridges coming within next three years
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Road Superintendent Lowell Bean (right) explains that the 
Improve Act will allow the county to repair five local bridges 
as Commissioner Keith Gibson (left) looks on.
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ROGERSVILLE — For-
ty-one children were treated 
to a one-on-one visit with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 2019, for the 
Hawkins Co. Sheriff’s Office’s 
third annual “Shop With a 
Cop” Christmas event.

After meeting with Santa in 
the lobby of the Justice Center 
and being assigned their 
very own Deputy, each child 
boarded Sheriff’s patrol cars 
and a huge military armored 
personnel carrier owned by 
the department, for the short 
trip down US11W to Walmart 
where each child got to pick 
out his or her gifts.

Later, the children were 
treated to lunch at Hardees, 
and to cake and ice cream 
at the Jail to round out their 
morning’s adventure.

Sheriff Ronnie Lawson said 
that he is very grateful to all 
in the community who con-
tribute to the event, which has 
grown each year.

“If it wasn’t for the won-
derful officers’ participating 
in the No Shave November 
with their donations and the 
support of some citizens, 
churches and businesses, we 
couldn’t have had the amazing 
success we had this year,” 
the Sheriff said. “To see 41 
children so happy, the smiles 
on their faces and knowing we 
helped them have a Christmas 

Forty-one kids treated to 
Christmastime “Shop With A Cop”
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CHURCH HILL — What began as an 
investigation into a report of a wreck 
involving a possibly intoxicated male 

evolved into the 
driver’s arrest 
on multiple 
charges, includ-
ing five drug-re-
lated charges, 
use of stolen 
license plate on 
the vehicle, and 
unlawful posses-
sion of a firearm 
by a convicted 
criminal.

According to 
a report filed 
by Hawkins Co. 
Sheriff’s Deputy 

Dustin Winter, he was dispatched on Nov. 
25, 2019, to a location at the intersection 
of Goshen Valley Road and Christian Bend 
Road in regard to a white 2002 Chrysler 
van that had struck a guard rail. A witness 
had reported that the man was attempting 
to leave the scene before law enforcement 
could arrive on the scene, Winter said.

Driver who 
wrecked van 

busted for having 
stolen tag, hiding 

drugs, pistol

Johnson

SNEEDVILLE — On Wednesday, the 
First Tennessee Development District board 
hosted a press conference to announce two 
exciting milestones in workforce develop-
ment.

Hancock Co. Mayor Tom Harrison an-
nounced that Hancock County has achieved 
work ready certification status by ACT, Inc.

Hancock becomes only the 16th county in 
Tennessee to achieve this economic devel-
opment distinction, with only 10% of the 
counties and parishes in the United States 
holding this status.

Counties work with business and educa-
tion to ensure students and residents have 

Hancock County 
earns Work Ready 

Certification
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Chandler leads RMS 
over Blountville
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