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BY SHELDON LIVESAY

Millions of people gathered 
Thursday at courthouses, city 
halls, in churches and schools 
across the nation to observe 
the 69th consecutive National 
Day of Prayer. Hawkins County 
residents joined through ob-
servances both at Jaycee Park 
in Church Hill and the Court 
House Square in Rogersville.

The theme this year was 
from II Corinthians 3:17, ask-
ing God to pour out his “love, 
life and liberty” on this nation. 
Traditionally the National Day 
of Prayer is broken down into 
prayers for what are called 

the pillars of influence in the 
American society. Prayers are 
generally offered by pastors for 
the nation and its leaders, the 
military, businesses, media, 
schools, churches, families, the 
drug epidemic and the need for 
revival and awakening.

This year, Dr. Blaine Jones, 
who is a leader in Expecting 
God’s Help, facilitated the 
observance with prayers being 
offered by Rev. Trey Meek 
from the Rogersville First 
Baptist Church, Rev. John 
Butler from East Rogersville 
Baptist Church, Frank Proffitt 

Hawkins community marks National Prayer Day

PHOTOS BY SHELDON LIVESAY

A Rogersville woman reported last week 
that she had lost over $20,000 in comput-
er fraud.

Donna Koerner told officials that she had 
received a message from what appeared to 
be Microsoft that her computer had been 
compromised and money had been taken 
from her account. The message advised 
her to transfer money from her account to 
another to protect it from further fraud.

Koerner said she transferred $20,200 to 
an account in Peru and then realized the 
phone number she had been communicat-
ing through had been disconnected and 
she had been defrauded.

The cashier at a tobacco store in Carmel, 
through his careful attention, stopped the 
passing of counterfeit money on Thursday.

The clerk, Richard Horton, showed the 
$10 bill, which he had checked with a 
marker, to Dep. Daniel DesOrmeaux when 
he arrived, and pointed out Terry Arnold 
as the man who had given it to him to pay 
for purchases.

When DesOrmeaux searched Arnold, he 
reported finding a half pill believed to be 
buprenorphine hydrochloride and another 
pill believed to be the same substance com-
bined with naloxone hydrochloride. Arnold 
also allegedly possessed 66 fraudulent 
$100 bills, seven $10 bills and three $5, all 
apparently counterfeit.

He was charged with simple possession 
and criminal simulation.

A Whitesburg man has accused a 
Rogersville woman of defrauding him of 
almost $10,000.

Kevin Hawkins, 43, said his ex-wife 
Barbara Williams made unauthorized 
withdrawals from his bank account total-
ing $9,371.17. Hawkins said he gave her 
his card to use for one month while he was 
in federal custody at various prisons. The 
money was attended to purchase items for 
their children.

Hawkins said Williams began using the 
card in late October 2019 and lasted used 
it in July 2020.

At press time, Williams had not been 
arrested.

William Standifor of Rose Hill, Va., 
reported last week that while he was in 
the process of moving from his home in 
Mooresburg, someone had stolen tools 
from his tool shed with a total estimated 
value of $1,530.

When Dep. Stephanie Bolognese arrived 
at the scene she found bolt cutters and a 
cut lock next to the shed. Standifor also 
provided her with a water bottle found at 
the scene.

At press time, no arrests had been made.

Fraud, theft 
lead recent 

crimes

This 1939 Chevy owned by Denver Price was among the vehicles proudly displayed at the first cruise-in of the season, held in 

Surgoinsville.

Surgoinsville Cruise-In 
launches season

NASHVILLE —During 
National Police Week (May 
9-May 15), the Tennessee 
Department of Commerce 
& Insurance (TDCI) and the 
Tennessee Law Enforcement 
Training Academy (TLETA) 
will raise awareness of the 
ultimate sacrifices made by 
Tennessee law enforcement 
officers, as well as the family 
members, friends and fellow 
officers they left behind.

Established by a joint res-
olution of Congress in 1962, 
National Police Week pays 
special recognition to those 
law enforcement officers who 
have lost their lives in the line 
of duty for the safety and pro-
tection of others. This year, the 

names of 394 officers killed 
in the line of duty are being 
added to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial 
in Washington, DC. These 394 
officers include 295 (182 fa-
talities are COVID-19-related) 
who died during 2020, plus 99 
officers who died in previous 
years but whose stories of sac-
rifice had been lost to history 
until now. In Tennessee, the 
names of eight fallen officers 
will be added to the memorial 
during the ceremony.

During May 9–May 15, the 
National Law Enforcement 
Memorial and Museum will 
deliver programs to keep cur-
rent officers safe and healthy, 
as well as ceremonies to honor 

those fallen officers whose 
names have been recently add-
ed to the memorial. The 33rd 
Annual Candlelight Vigil will 
happen virtually on Thursday 
at 8 p.m. EDT.

“At the start of each shift, 
every law enforcement officer 
knows that he or she may 
be called upon to make the 
ultimate sacrifice of his or her 
life in order to save someone 
else,” said TLETA Director 
Brian Grisham. “Law enforce-
ment officers are called upon 
to demonstrate bravery each 
day in the face of enormous 
obstacles and at great personal 
risk. I commend the heroism 
of Tennessee law enforcement 
and I extend my heartfelt 

sympathies to the families and 
friends of every officer who 
lost his or her life while pro-
tecting his or her community.”

The Tennessee Law Enforce-
ment Training Academy was 
authorized by the 1963 Gener-
al Assembly for the purpose of 
training state, county and city 
law enforcement officers. The 
Academy, which is based in 
Donelson, was brought under 
the Department of Safety 
in 1983 and joined TDCI in 
2006.

TLETA’s Basic Police School 
course provides technical and 
tactical expertise in addition 
to the ethical and professional 

National Police Week honors 
officers who have lost their lives NASHVILLE — In celebration of Na-

tional School Nurse Day on Wednesday, 
the Tennessee Department of Education 
is recognizing Tennessee’s over 1,600 
school nurses who support the health 
and wellness of Tennessee schools and 
students every day and especially during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In honor of the celebration, Governor 
Bill Lee proclaimed May 12th as Tennes-
see School Nurse Day, which coincides 
with the birthday of 19th century health 
care advocate, battlefield nurse and 
Crimean War hero Florence Nightingale.

“With the challenges presented 
during the 2020-21 school year, school 
nurses have been true heroes, serving 
our school communities to ensure our 
students are healthy and able to contin-
ue learning,” said Commissioner Penny 
Schwinn. “Their contributions have been 

Today is Tennessee 
National Nurse Day
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Falcons and Sullivan South 
playoff game goes to shootout


