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Weekend

A gift subscription to Hawkins 

County’s oldest newspaper makes 

a GREAT gift for any occasion! 

Call 272-7422.

A
BB’s Rogersville plant may need 
to create more room on its tro-
phy shelf.

The plant recently received the Com-
missioner’s Award for Safety Excellence 
from the Tennessee Department of 
Labor and Workforce Development. To 
qualify for the award, an establishment 
must compile the number of man-hours 
without a lost work-day incident that is 
at least 10 percent below the national 
average for work-day incidents. The to-
tal case incident rate is based on federal 
industry-specific figures.

Tom Carpenter is the plant manager.

“We have a strong safety culture 
here at ABB and we all work together 
to make sure one another in our work 
family go home the way we came in,” 
Carpenter said.

The plant serves several industries 
including agriculture, food and bev-
erage, air handling, unit handling, 
transportation, textile, forest products 
and aggregates.

The facility opened in 1971 and man-
ufactures Dodge mounted ball bearings, 
as well as plain and spherical bearings. 
These products are made of cast iron 
housings containing steel bearings and 

races which contain a friction-reducing 
material such as grease. The bulk of the 
work performed at the Rogersville facil-
ity is machining, heat-treating, grind-
ing, and assembly of steel anti-friction 
bearing components.

The award honors employers and 
employees who work hard to maintain a 
safe work environment.

“No job is so important and no service 
so urgent that we cannot take the time 
to perform our work safely,” said David 
Glover, plant safety manager.

The plant has won the Governor’s or 
Commissioner’s award six times.

ABB’s Rogersville plant 
receives state safety award

Celebrating ABB’s safety award are (from left) Plant Safety Manager David Glover, State Rep. Gary Hicks, Hawkins County Sheriff 

Ronnie Lawson, Plant Manager Tom Carpenter and Rogersville Mayor Jim Sells.

Clinch High School teachers Brittney 
Rhoton and Misty Williams were selected 
to participate in the 2021 TSIN MEEP 
program. They were two of 150 applicants 
from TN K-12 educators and two of 50 who 
were selected to participate.

The Tennessee Stem Innovation Net-
work, in partnership with the Office of 
Naval Research, created the Manufactur-
ing and Engineering Externship Program 
(MEEP) to help close a growing skills gap 
in manufacturing and engineering fields. 
The program offers K-12 Tennessee edu-
cators with the opportunity to participate 
in training and externship experiences 
with local manufacturing and engineering 
partners. Teachers who participate will 
complete four days of training, participate 
in one or two-day externship placements, 

Clinch teachers 
chosen to participate 

in state training

Recent dry weather led to a Rogersville farmer losing a valu-
able piece of equipment and hay bales, as well.

According to Hawkins County Sheriff’s Deputy Jeffrey Walker, 
the property fire on West Bear Hollow Road occurred about 
3 p.m. on May 26. Chuck Mayes told Walker he was baling hay 
for his father, Glenn Mayes, who is the property owner. He said 
the bearings got hot in his hay baler and caught on fire. He said 
the fire immediately spread and soon most of the hay field in 

flames, due to the dry, windy weather.
By the time Walker arrived, he said, the hay baler was com-

pletely engulfed in flames.
Fire departments from Stanley Valley, Carters Valley and Per-

sia coordinated extinguishing what Walker described as a “vast 
property fire.”

Mayes reported the loss of a $20,000 hay baler and an unde-
termined number of round bales.

Weather blamed for hayfield fire

TWRA approves slight 
adjustments to hunting seasons

SEE TEACHERS, PAGE 2A

Ebbing and Flowing Spring UMC will hold 

its annual ‘Singing on the Lawn’ on June 

27.

Ebbing and 
Flowing

Who’s the best 
of all the rest?

It’s that time again for you to tell us what 

you like best about Rogersville.

The Best of the Best 

contest begins this 

week with online 

nominations. There 

are many categories 

to choose from, too 

many to list here, 

but go to therogers-

villereview.com, 

click on the Best of the Best banner and 

start voting.

Or you can scan the QR code above from 

your cell phone to reach the voting site.

NASHVILLE – Tennesseans 
continued returning to the 
workforce in counties across 
the state in April. According 
to newly released data from 
the Tennessee Department of 
Labor and Workforce Develop-
ment, nearly all counties expe-
rienced a decrease in unem-
ployment during the month. In 
year-to-year comparisons, each 
county showed a remarkable 
recovery from pandemic-era 

unemployment rates one year 
ago.

The department reported 
87 counties saw lower unem-
ployment rates in April when 
compared to the previous 
month. The rates remained the 
same in two counties, while six 
counties did experience higher 
unemployment.

Seventy of the state’s 95 
counties now have rates less 
than 5 percent. Unemployment 

is 5 percent or greater in the 
remaining 25 counties.

Hawkins County reported 
281 new claims for the week 
ending May 29, while Grainger 
County had 11, Greene County 
had 71, Hamblen County had 
41, Hancock County had 5 and 
Sullivan County had 138.

At 2.8 percent, Williamson 
and Moore counties recorded 
the state’s lowest unemploy-
ment for the month. William-

son’s rate is down 0.5 of a 
percentage point from March 
and 7.9 percentage points from 
April 2020, during the height 
of business closures due to the 
pandemic. Moore County’s 
rate is down 0.9 of a percent-
age point from March and 9.8 
percentage points from its rate 
one year ago.

The state paid a total of 
113,807 claims for the week 
ending May 29.

Tennesseans continue to return to work

NASHVILLE —This week, 
the Tennessee Department of 
Education announced the free 
At-Home Decodable Book Series 
is now available to Tennessee 
families of kindergarten, first-, 
and second-grade children 
to help the youngest learners 

become stronger readers. This 
launch is part of the family 
component of the state’s Read-
ing 360 initiative to help boost 
strong reading skills among 
Tennessee students.

Designed for Tennessee chil-
dren in grades K-2, in partner-

ship with Tennessee teachers 
and state-adopted instructional 
materials from the State Board 
of Education approved list, each 
free pack has seven decodable 
booklets which contain 20+ ex-
citing stories full of sounds and 
words to help practice phonics 

and develop strong reading 
skills.

Tennessee families can order 
one booklet pack for each of 
their kindergarten, first- and 
second-grade students by going 

At-home book series now available

SEE SERIES, PAGE 2A

If you love history, become a part of it!
Once again, the afternoon air surround-

ing Ebbing and Flowing Spring United 
Methodist Church will be filled with joyful 

SEE EBBING, PAGE 2A


