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BY ALLISON F. GOLEY
STAFF WRITER

ROGERSVILLE — As 
the Review reported in A 
New Visitor in Town: The 
next steps after discovering 
William Clark’s 1809 stay at 
Rogers Tavern, State Histo-
rian Dr. Carroll Van West has 
been conducting a compre-
hensive study of the Rogers 
Tavern’s history and structure, 
and he recently released his 
findings.

This comes after it was re-
cently discovered that William 
Clark of the Lewis and Clark 
Expeditions actually spent one 
night in the Rogers Tavern 
in 1809 along with his wife, 
Julia, and his nine-month-old 
son, Meriwether Lewis Clark.

West was asked to conduct 
the study to gather the history 
of the building and see if res-
toration would be possible.

“We’re not 100 percent sure 
when the Rogers Tavern was 
built, but we want to take it 
back to the way it was origi-
nally built,” Steve Nelson told 
the Review back in August 
when the discovery was made.

Though West’s report is the 
first step towards the resto-
ration of Rogers Tavern, he 
told the Review in August that 
it is important to take “baby 
steps” when dealing with this 
kind of project.

A well-known landmark
The first portion of West’s 

report is focused entirely 
focused on the tavern’s rich 
history.

Though its exact construc-
tion date is still unknown, 
West explained that it was 
built around the year 1800 at 
the direction of Rogersville’s 
founder, Joseph Rogers.

Rogers was married to Mary 
Alice Gale Amis, who was the 

daughter of another notable 
early settler, Thomas Amis.

When Rogers died, the tav-
ern was passed down within 
his family until the 1870s 
when Col. Frederick Heiskell 
acquired it and began living 
there with his daughter.

“Heiskell is a significant fig-
ure in Tennessee history and 
is credited with being one of 

the most important journalists 
and publishers in 19th century 
Tennessee history,” West 
wrote.

He went on to note that the 
Rogers Tavern was a well-
known landmark in its heyday 
and referenced a section of 
Joseph Killebrew’s work 

State historian releases 
study on Rogers Tavern
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State Historian Carroll Van West noted the lack of symmetry between the first and second floor 
windows that helped him determine the age of the building and where renovations had been 
made.

BY BILL JONES
SPECIAL TO THE REVIEW

ROGERSVILLE — When 
the Medical Center Pharmacy 
on West Main Street closed 
in early summer, its lunch 
counter remained open.

Now known as the Med-
ical Center Grill, LLC, the 
long-time eatery is open from 
9 a.m, until 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday each week.

Breakfast and lunch, includ-
ing what many residents term 
the “best burgers in town,” are 

served up daily, according to 
manager Connie Bailey.

But for the past couple of 
months, the grill also has been 
dispensing live music each 
Friday morning along with 
scrambled eggs and hamburg-
ers. While customers dine 

at the counter or at several 
tables near the front of the 
business, a group of area mu-
sicians plays stringed instru-
ments and sings from folding 
chairs positioned beneath the 

Friday morning pickin’ and grinnin’ 
at the Medical Center Grill
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CHURCH HILL — Ellie McLain, a Junior 
at Volunteer High School and a member of 
the Criminal Justice SkillsUSA Club and 
the Tennessee State Officer Team, had the 
privilege to attend the Washington Leader-
ship Training Institute in Washington D.C. 
from September 21-25, 2019.

The conference featured a student lead-
ership track on key career readiness topics. 
Attending the conference helps students 
develop their professionalism, communica-
tion and leadership skills while learning to 
advocate for Career and Technical Educa-
tion.

The conference includes in-depth train-
ing sessions on CTE hot topics, effective 
communication, and the opportunity to 
advocate with legislative leaders. WLTI will 
also provide networking opportunities with 
hundreds of CTE students from across the 
nation.

“My week began with a flight to Wash-
ington D.C. and a busy schedule from then 
on,” Ellie said. “While in Washington, I 
was able to advocate on the importance of 
Career and Technical Education in today’s 
workforce.”

There, she met with Senator Marsha 
Blackburn and her staff and discussed how 
today’s workforce has reported difficulties 
in filling job openings due to the lack of 
qualifications, as well as how our economy 
and the ability to earn a living wage are 
directly impacted by these factors.

“Along with the many meetings with 
influential figures, I was also able to visit 
many monuments and historical sites 
such as the World War II Memorial, White 
House, Reflecting Pool, Lincoln Memorial, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, Arling-
ton National Cemetery, the U.S. Capitol, 
and many museums. The trip to Washing-
ton ‘broadened my horizons’ as one may 
say. This trip was an impactful stepping 
stone in my life that I will never forget.”

VHS junor attends 
Washington Leadership 

Training Institute
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Ellie stands in front of The White House.

BY ALLISON F. GOLEY
STAFF WRITER

CHURCH HILL — On Sat-
urday, Oct. 12, 2019, Abun-
dant Life Fellowship church 
came alongside Loving Faith 
Assembly, Wash N Word 
Ministries, and several other 
area ministries and music 
groups to hold the first Jesus 
Free for All rally.

“We mixed music with 
testimonies,” said Abun-

dant Life Fellowship Pastor 
Joel Allen. “There isn’t any 
preaching per se. It’s a rally 
to testify that Jesus is still 
relevant in 2019. We had 
testimonies of people whose 
lives Jesus has touched. He 
has been real to them. We 
had testimonies of people 
delivered from drugs and 
from sex trafficking and 
healed of cancer. We even 
had one guy who, at 22, 
died to the point where he 

actually began to cross over 
and saw the light of heaven 
open up.”

The event took place in the 
Church Hill Shopping Cen-
ter parking lot and featured 
music from seven different 
music groups such as Brian 
Burchfield, Landon Bellamy 
and the men’s choir from 
Elizabethton’s Recovery 
Soldiers Ministries. Several 

Abundant Life Fellowship Church 
organizes first Jesus Free for All rally 
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Volunteer’s Lovelace runnerup 
in state golf tournament


