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SNEEDVILLE — In his final 
meeting as Director of Schools 
for the Hancock Co. School Sys-
tem, Tony Seal told the Board of 
Education at its June 25, 2020 
meeting, that he “feels good” 
about his retirement, but will 
certainly miss the people he has 
worked with in the system for 
the past 33 years, the past five 
and one-half years of which, as 
Director.

Seal’s last day as director was 
June 30. His successor, Dr. Mi-
chael “Mike” Belcher, assumed 
that post on July 1.

“I would personally like to 
thank Mr. Seal for everything he 
has done for our school system,” 
Board Chairman Jack Mullins 
said, in presenting Seal with a 
going-away plaque of appreci-
ation.

“Mr. Seal, I just want to thank 
you for your service, too, not 
just for our school system, but 
on 38 years of overall service 
to our county as a teacher, 
basketball coach, administra-
tor, and to congratulate you on 
your retirement,” BOE member 
Freddie Mullins said.

Seal is also a former Sheriff of 
Hancock County.

He became DOS on Jan. 1, 
2015, after spending much of 
three decades in public edu-
cation, as a CTE classroom/
shop teacher, School-to-Work 
coordinator, coach, bus driver, 
Supervisor of Transportation, 
Supervisor of Attendance, and 
Supervisor of the GED program.

He began his educational 
career as a vocational teacher 

in December of 1981. His love 
of sports led him to become the 
head coach of the Hancock Co. 
High School boys’ basketball 
team, a position he held for 17 
years.

A graduate of Hancock Co. 
High School, Seal earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree at 
Tusculum College, a Master 
of Education at East Tennes-

see State University, and an 
Administrative Endorsement at 
Lincoln Memorial University.

“I’ll tell you all, during this 
COVID pandemic, our staff has 
been great to come in and work, 
delivering food, whatever was 
needed,” he said. “I appreciate 
those who cared enough to 
come in, even though they could 
have stayed home and got the 

same money. That tells me we 
have people who care and that’s 
huge. It just shows what kind of 
people we have here.”

In leaving, Seal said he 
also wanted to thank Finance 
Director Brenda Dalton for her 
“tireless work on the budgets”.

“I think people don’t realize 

Hancock BOE says goodbye to 
Director of Schools Tony Seal
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School Board Chairman Jack Mullins (left) is shown, during the board’s June 25 meeting, presenting Seal 

with a going-away plaque of appreciation for his 33 years of service to the school system.
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SNEEDVILLE — Effective 
July 1, 2020, Dr. Michael Daniel 
“Mike” Belcher is the new Di-
rector of Schools for Hancock 
County.

The Board of Education voted 
6-1 at its March 5, 2020, meeting 
to offer the position to the 31-year 
veteran teacher, basketball coach, 
principal, and assistant admin-
istrator, who, since the 2016-17 

school year, 
has held the 
position of 
Director of 
Special Pro-
grams, where 
he supervises 
and oversees 
Special Edu-
cation, OCR, 
Homebound, 
Homeschool, 
Alternative 
School, 
Section 504, 
Gifted Educa-
tion, Title 9/

Discrimination, and evaluations 
for all principals and assistant 
principals.

In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the 
board offered a 3-1/2 year contract 
to Dr. Belcher at the same rate of 
pay that Seal was earning.

“I’m just overwhelmed with the 
responsibility and I am looking 
forward to the challenge of trying 
to make this the best school 
system anywhere around,” Dr. 
Belcher told the Eagle at the end 
of that meeting.

School system 
welcomes Dr. Belcher 

as new Director

PHOTO BY TOMMY CAMPBELL

Dr. Michael “Mike” 

Belcher
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SNEEDVILLE — County Mayor Thomas Harrison and 
members of the Hancock County Commission, at their 
meeting on June 22, 2020, presented Tony Seal, the retiring 
Director of Schools, with a certificate in appreciation of his 
many years of dedicated service and wished him a happy 
retirement.

Seal, who has 33 years of service in the school system as an 
educator, coach, and administrator, is also a former Sheriff 
of Hancock County.

OTHER BUSINESS
In other business during the meeting, the board:
• Approved, 12-0, on a motion by Commissioners Chad 

Burke and Boonie Martin, to set the county’s tax levy for FY 
2020-21 as follows:

General Fund — 1.25;
School — .72;
Debt Service — .01;
Solid Waste — .24.
The total tax levy of 2.22 is the same as FY 2019-20 with 

no increase.
• Approved, 12-0, on a motion by Commissioners Jerry 

Anderson and Boonie Martin, to approve the first reading of 
the county’s budgets for FY 2020-21.

• Approved, 12-0, a motion by Commissioners Boonie 
Martin and John McDaniel to table the reading of the min-
utes from the board’s last meeting until the next meeting due 
to the absence of several of its members.

Mayor, Commission 
thank Seal for his many 

years of service
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County Mayor Thomas Harrison (left) presents a certificate of 

appreciation to retiring Hancock Co. Director of Schools Tony 

Seal.
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SNEEDVILLE — A 
two-vehicle accident 
on SR 31 at Duck Creek 
road sent two Kenrucky 
residents to a local hos-
pital with injuries after 
the driver of a vehicle 
reportedly failed to yeild 
the right-of-way causing 
a collison, the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol said.

Investigating offi-
cer Jeff Poore said the 
accident happened about 
1:50 p.m., Friday, June 
26, 2020, when a 2019 
Nissan Frontier, driven 
by George Charles Corsi, 
74, of Sneedville, was 
attempting to cross the 
intersection of SR 31 
from Duck Creek Road, 
and crossed into the path 
of the northbound 1998 
Dina Wide Glide Harley 
Davidson motorcycle, 
driven by Gary Q. Pick, 
52, of Pine Ridge, KY.

Neither the driver of 
the Nissan or a passen-
ger, Priscilla Corsi, 73, 

were injured.
Both Pick and a 

passenger on the bike, 
Rita Mullins, 53, of Pine 

Ridge, KY, were both 
transported to Hancock 
Co Hospital for treat-
ment.

No charges were filed 
in connection with the 
incident, Poore’s report 
stated.

Motorcycle-car crash on SR 31 
injures two Kentucky residents
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SNEEDVILLE — Two Kentucky residents were injured Friday, June 26, 2020, when their 

Harley Davidson motorcycle was struck by a car attempting to cross SR 31 from Duck 

Creek Road. Both Gary Q. Pick, 52, of Pine Ridge, KY, and a passenger, Rita Mullins, 

53, also of Pine Ridge, were transported to Hancock Co. Hospital for treatment. The 

driver and a passenger in the car, 74-year old George Charles Corsi, and 73-year old 

Priscilla Corsi, both of Sneedville, were not injured, according to a Tennessee Highway 

Patrol report.
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SNEEDVILLE — At the June 
25, 2020 meeting of the Hancock 
Co. Board of Education, Chairman 
Jack Mullins passed out a list of po-

tential projects submitted by local 
educators who asked the BOE to 
provide funding for through a fund 
established for that purpose by the 
board at some point in the past.

Funds deposited into that ac-
count are contributed voluntarily 

by board members out of their own 
BOE paychecks.

Mullins said that information 
was sent out to all, and that the re-
quests were presented as received.

Hancock BOE agrees to fund $7,500 in 
special requests from teachers

Money will come from funds contributed by BOE members from their own paychecks

SEE BOE, PAGE 2A

SEE GOODBYE, PAGE 3A
SEE BELCHER, PAGE 3A


