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The 2019 Subaru Outback. It’s easy to get to all the action with 
standard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive + 32 mpg.3 You have 8.7 
inches of ground clearance plus X-MODE® to take any terrain in 
stride. Love. It’s what makes a Subaru, a Subaru. Subaru, Outback, and X-MODE are registered trademarks. 

3EPA-estimated highway fuel economy for 2019 Subaru 
Outback 2.5i models. Actual mileage may vary.  

2019 SUBARU OUTBACK 2.5i
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ROGERSVILLE — Here are some snapshots from Rogersville’s Fourth of July Parade. For more pictures, see inside this 
edition.

LET FREEDOM RING!

PHOTOS BY RANDY BALL
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ROGERSVILLE — Phillip Beal, 
the longtime voice and face of 
Rogersville’s WRGS Radio, passed 
away in December of 2015.

On Aug. 3, 2019, the veteran 
community broadcaster’s legacy 
will take its place alongside of 
other legendary radio personali-
ties, past and present, when Beal 
is inducted into the Tennessee 
Radio Hall of Fame.

Along with Beal, other “Class 
of 2019” inductees include Ken 
Berryhill, Philip Gibbons, Bev 

Johnson, Gene Lovin, Larry 
Perry, financial advice giant Dave 
Ramsey, Donna Brake, Ott Devine 
and Jim Eikner.

Charlie Chase, a Rogersville na-
tive who got his own start in radio 
as a teenager at WRGS, told the 
Review when the announcement 
was made late last year, that the 
honor is well-deserved.

“Phillip was radio in Rog-
ersville,” Chase said from his 
home in Nashville. “He lived and 
breathed it. And that’s exactly 
why he is being honored, because 
of his commitment to his commu-
nity through the radio station that 

is today still so very much a part 
of Hawkins County.”

Beal told the Review in 2014, as 
the station was preparing to cel-
ebrate its 60th anniversary, that 
he became involved with WRGS 
in 1972.

He was working at two radio 
stations in Johnson City while 
attending school at ETSU.

“I came back here in 1972 and 
bought out the family and been 
here ever since,” Phillip said at 
the time. “We’re involved with 
everything that goes on in the 
community. We’ve been a sponsor 
of Heritage Days since the very 

first one, the Fourth of July 
Celebration since it began. We’re 
very much involved with anything 
that goes on in the community. 
Churches and civic organizations 
want the radio station to be in-
volved in their event and anything 
that they’re doing and that’s great 
for us. It keeps us in touch with 
what’s going on in the communi-
ty.”

From the popular Swap Shop 
to local news to play-by-play 
coverage of Cherokee High School 
sports, Beal believed that the 

Beal to be inducted into Radio Hall of Fame on Aug. 3

Phillip Beal
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SNEEDVILLE — A Sneedville man 
lost his life on Saturday, July 6, after the 
side-by-side utility vehicle on which he 
was riding apparently went off the edge 
of a steep embankment and rolled over.

A report by Hancock Co. Sheriff’s De-
tective Jesse Trent indicated that he, Det. 
Evans, and Deputy Swiney responded to 
318 Waterfall Creek Road after receiving 
a report of the discovery of a body.

John Charles Grindol, 71, was pro-
nounced deceased at the scene. His 
body was examined by Dr. John Short 
and was sent to a forensic science lab in 
Johnson City where an autopsy is being 
performed.

At the scene, officers spoke with Steve 
Holden, a neighbor, who told them that 
Mr. Grindol’s wife had contacted him 
between 5:30 and 6 p.m. that day asking 
if he had seen him.

Holden set out on his own ATV to look 
for Mr. Grindol along riding trails on the 
victim’s property. A short time later, he 
found Mr. Grindol’s body on an ATV path 
along the Clinch River.

Mrs. Grindol told authorities that she 
had last seen her husband about 11 a.m. 
that morning. She did not become con-
cerned until later that evening because 
he often went out to fly a drone or ride 
his ATV.

The black ATV was located about 148 
feet above the trail where Mr. Grindol’s 
body was found. Det. Trent’s report indi-
cated that the side-by-side utility vehicle, 
“appeared to have damage on all areas”.

Discovered with the body was a fanny 
pack waist belt, two pistols, a pistol 
magazine, a digital camera and a camera 
card.

Funeral arrangements were incomplete 
as of mid-week.

Sneedville man loses 
life in ATV accident
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ROGERSVILLE — A brief “summer” 
agenda for the Rogersville City School 
Board involved mostly routine reports, 
approval of various items on the “consent 
agenda”, and announcements of recently 
hired or re-hired personnel for the 2019-
20 school year.

At the July 9 meeting, Director Rebec-
ca Isaacs said that summer projects — 
including painting and soffit repair — are 
about two-thirds complete and should be 
finished on schedule.

“The boiler project is well underway, 
the old one is out, the new one is in-
stalled and they are working on pipefit-

ting and wiring,” she said, with an ex-
pected completion date around July 26.

The installation of new playground 
equipment will begin next week, weather 
permitting.

Isaacs said that a quote has been 
received for retrofitting lighting in the 
auditorium with new brighter, energy 
efficient LED bulbs.

The project, which would cost about 
$10,000, she said, would be a good 
investment because the bulbs typical-
ly last much longer and reduce energy 
consumption.

“Our Read to be Ready summer camp 
is completed and it was excellent,” she 
said. We certainly saw the benefit to our 
students.”

She thanked the staff and everyone 
who had a hand in the program.

“The attendance was good and it is so 
great to see kids having fun while they 
are learning,” Isaccs said.

She also extended a “thank you” to the 
14 staff members whom she called the 
“RCS Summer Crew”.

“These are the people who close out 
one school year and help us get ready 
for the new year,” she said. “We are very 
excited about the start of the 2019-20 
school year.”

An Open House for all grades is 
planned for Thursday, Aug. 8, with stu-
dents returning on Aug. 12.

In other matters, the board approved, 
unanimously, the following items listed 

on the ‘consent agenda’ in one blanket 
vote:

• Approval of the minutes dated Tues-
day, June 4, 2019;

• Approval of the 2019-2020 Parent & 
Family Engagement Procedure (Federal 
Programs);

• Approval of the 2019-2020 
School-Parent Compact;

• Approval of the contract between 
RCS and Beacon School for the 2018-
2019 Summer School Special Education 
Services;

• Approval of the contract between RCS 
and Beacon School for the 2019-2020 
Special Education Services;

Rogersville City School hears updates on summer projects, personnel hires
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