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SNEEDVILLE — The sec-
ond annual Joshua Mabe 
Memorial Scholarship 
Ride, coming up on Sat., 
June 22, will again raise 
money to fund scholar-
ships for deserving seniors 
at Hancock County High 
School.

Capt. Tony Seal, of the 
Hancock Co. Rescue Squad, 
told the Eagle that the 
annual motorcycle event 

is sponsored by Overhome 
Riders in memory of the 
34-year old Tennessee 
Highway Patrol Sergeant 
who lost his life in a tragic 
farming accident on his 
family’s farm in Sneedville 
on June 6, 2015.

A 10-year veteran of the 
THP, Mabe was chosen to 
join the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Safety and Home-
land Security Training 
Center as a trooper cadet in 
2005. After graduation, he 
began work as in the Fall 

Branch District Post.
He was named “Fall 

Branch District Trooper of 
the Year” in 2008 for his 
efforts in the field and also 
because of how highly he 
was respected and loved by 
his fellow co-workers.

Mabe served on the 
THP’s Strike Team and Op-
eration Desert Snow and, 
just prior to his death, had 
been promoted to Sergeant 
over Grainger County.

Mabe Memorial Scholarship Ride set for June 22

Joshua Mabe
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NASHVILLE — If you own and use a cell phone while in 
your vehicle, be forewarned — a new law goes into effect 
on July 1 that provides ticketed fines for not only texting 
and driving, but for holding and talking on the phone 
while driving.

Public Chapter #412, Tennessee’s new “Hands Free” 
law, requires drivers to put down their phones and focus 
on the road.

The law makes it a ticketed violation for drivers to be 
observed by law enforcement officials:

• Holding a cell phone or mobile device with ANY PART 
of the body;

• Writing, sending, or reading any text-based communi-
cation;

• Reaching for a cell phone or mobile device that 
requires the driver to no longer be in a seated driving 
position or properly restrained by a seat belt;

• Watching a video or movie on a cell phone or other 
mobile device; and,

• Recording or broadcasting a video on a cell phone or 
mobile device.

According to state officials, in Tennessee in 2018, there 

DRIVERS, PUT 
DOWN THAT 

CELL PHONE! 
New state law goes  
into effect on July 1
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VARDY COMMUNITY — A memorial service for 
the late Troy Williams will be held Saturday, June 
22, beginning at 10 a.m. at the Vardy Presbyterian 
Church Museum on Vardy-Blackwater Road.

Memorial to Troy Williams 
planned in Vardy Community
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SNEEDVILLE — “If you want 
to have a big laugh at some of us 
folks who really don’t have no 
business trying to play ball at our 
age, come on out, it’s gonna be 
a big, fun show!” said Tony Seal 
with the Hancock County Rescue 

Squad.
Seal was talking about a bas-

ketball game being hosted by sev-
eral local agencies to raise money 
for the Christmastime “Shop 
With A Cop” program, whereby 
money is provided for needy 
children to go gift shopping with 
a local law enforcement officer.

The game is set for Saturday, 

June 29, at 5 p.m., at the new 
Hancock Co. High School gym.

Admission is $2 per person but 
additional donations at the door 
will gladly be accepted with every 
penny going to the purchase 
of gifts for children who might 
otherwise receive no presents at 
Christmas.

“We just feel like its a good 

thing to do,” Seal said. “These 
kids can’t help their circumstanc-
es and its real hard on these little 
ones to not have anything at 
Christmas.”

Participating in the games will 
be members of the Hancock Co. 
Rescue Squad, Sheriff’s De-
partment, EMS, volunteer fire 
departments from Vardy-Black-

water, Sneedville, Treadway and 
Chestnut Ridge, County Mayor 
Thomas Harrison and Circuit 
Court Clerk Micah Wallen.

“We just want people to come 
out, have a good time, help us 
raise money, and laugh all they 
want to at us!” he said. “That’s 
what this is all about, helping 
kids and having a good time.”

Benefit basketball game promises lots of laughs, fun for all
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S
NEEDVILLE — If 
good food, good mu-
sic, good fellowship 

and helping out a deserv-
ing community volunteer 
organization are your ‘cup 
of tea’ then the Sneedville/
Hancock Co. Chamber of 
Commerce has an event 
you should not miss.

The sixth annual “Beans 
& Bluegrass” event will be 
held Friday, June 28, from 
5 until 9 p.m., at the Sneed-
ville Community Center.

Live bands will be 
on hand complete with 
guitars, banjos, fiddles, 
picking and singing some 
of the best bluegrass music 
this side of Nashville.

Featured entertainer 
Rick Campbell is a native of 
Sneedville and certainly no 
stranger to the local music 
scene, having performed 

Rick Campbell to headline 
Beans & Bluegrass benefit
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Rick Campbell (center) will headline the sixth annual “Beans & Bluegrass” on Friday, June 28, from 5 until 9 p.m., at 

the Sneedville Community Center.
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