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BY DON FENLEY

C
ensus population estimates recently gave 
Hawkins some population growth bragging 
rights.

The county’s estimated 2021 growth rate was 
1 percent. While that doesn’t sound like much, it 
was the best rate in the Tri-Cities. Of course, a high 
growth rate doesn’t necessarily mean more peo-
ple than Sullivan or Washington counties – just a 
better growth rate.

A few weeks later, the number crunchers at the 
University of Tennessee (UT) added their estimates 
for the Tennessee State Data Center. It lines up 
with what Census estimated. But it took some of the 
shine off that highest growth rate status.

It brings the population growth issue back to 
ground level.

All the growth that Hawkins – the Tri-Cities, for 
that matter – has come from new residents. That 
will continue because the region’s real estate listing 

remains a hot ticket for 
those wanting to relo-
cate. But it’s debatable 
whether the current 
pace is sustainable.

The Data Center’s 
long-term population 
estimate plots slow 
growth for Hawkins Co. 
until 2025. After that, 
the analysts think it will 

begin an equally slow 
decline.

By 2030 the outlook 
is for Hawkins’ population to be in the neighbor-
hood of where it was in 2020 due to the current 
persistent demographic trend. Simply put, the 
population is rapidly aging.

Back-of-the-envelope calculations show that 
about 30 area residents celebrate their 65th birth-
day every day. Twenty-two percent of the county’s 
population is already 65 or older. And that’s not the 
only challenge.

Here’s the big picture. The U.S. population is 
barely growing. Combined with the ever-falling 
birth rates, the increasing death rate, and a decline 
in immigration, the trend raises the possibility that 
the nation’s population will be shrinking in the not-
so-distant future.

Hawkins and the rest of the Tri-Cities have an 
older population than the national norm. The Haw-
kins median age is 46 compared to 38 for the U.S. 
That means the effects of the rapid aging trend will 
show up here faster than it will nationwide.

The region and the U.S. for that matter are also 
caught in that lower birth rate – higher death 
crunch.

One of the local growth benchmarks local busi-
ness and civic officials are paying close attention to 
as these trends play out is household incomes.

The current Census American Community Survey 
(ACS) shows there are a little more than 23,000 
households in Hawkins Co. That’s up by 48 from 
the previous year. There are 10 income ranges in 
the ACS count. Of those, four posted gains when 
compared to the previous year.

Household income that grew and by how much 

UT report a reality 
check for Hawkin’s 
population growth
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STAFF REPORT

Based on a high level of local inter-
est among artists, public officials, and 
citizens, Create Appalachia has invited 
a panel of local and regional experts 
to begin a longer-term conversation 
about murals.

The event will be held Monday, 
June 13, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the King-
sport Chamber of Commerce, 400 
Clinchfield Street, Kingsport.

Free admission, but registration is 
required.

The first half of the presentation will 
discuss murals as a way of increas-
ing both quality of life and economic 
development. The second half will 
help those interested in becoming 
muralists to understand how they can 
position themselves to be chosen for 
such opportunities, both locally and 
outside of the region. Each segment 
will be followed by a Q&A period, 
during which panelists will answer 
questions submitted by attendees.

Jocelyn Mathewes, a local artist, 
Create Appalachia staff member, and 
art promoter who serves on Johnson 

City’s Public Art Committee, will serve 
as facilitator. She has high hopes 
that everyone who attends will learn 
something new.

She says, “We hope that this 
panel will inform and empower local 
artists, as well as make the process 
less opaque. A flourishing local arts 
community alongside strong and 
varied public arts initiatives can work 
together to bring opportunities that 
benefit all.”

“This is going to be a wonderful 
opportunity for everyone who attends 
to learn more about a hot topic,” says 
Katie Hoffman, Executive Director 
of Create Appalachia. “Obviously, we 
won’t have time to answer all of the 
questions submitted for the panelists, 
but they won’t go to waste. Those, 
along with the surveys we are design-
ing, will shape opportunities for fur-
ther exploration of this topic, includ-
ing workshops and classes designed to 
fit the needs identified here.”

Panelists will include members of 
the Johnson City Public Art Commit-
tee and the Kingsport Office of Cultur-
al Arts. Muralists Jen Otey (founder 

of Rose Cottage School of Arts in 
Wytheville, VA) and Caitlin Maupin of 
Johnson City will also be on the panel. 
Alice Salyer, fine artist, muralist, and 
Digital Lab Manager at the William 
King Museum of Art, will also share 
her wisdom.

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Tennessee Arts Commission and their 
“Arts Build Communities” grants, 
we are able to offer this program 
to the public without charging for 
admission, but space is limited so 
registration is required. For more 
information, follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram (@createappalachia) 
or email katie@createappalachia.org. 
Register at https://www.createappa-
lachia.org/event/making-murals-art-
satwork/ and choose either in-person 
registration or Zoom.

Create Appalachia strives to make 
the Appalachian Highlands a better 
place to live and work by supporting 
innovation and entrepreneurship 
that combines art, creativity, and 
technology. We work to sustain an 

Making Murals: Create Appalachia’s Arts@Work series presents panel discussion in Kingsport
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Panelists will include members of the Johnson City Public 

Art Committee and the Kingsport Office of Cultural Arts. 

Muralists Jen Otey, founder of Rose Cottage School of Arts in 

Wytheville, and Caitlin Maupin of Johnson City (shown here) 

will also be on the panel. Alice Salyer, fine artist, muralist, 

and Digital Lab Manager at the William King Museum of Art, 

will also share her wisdom.

BY RANDY BALL

J
eremy Fritts opened 
East Tennessee Mu-
sician’s Supply in Oc-

tober, 2002. Twenty years 
later the store is still going 
strong, serving area mu-
sicians with instruments, 
supplies and instruction.

The store was originally 
on Highway 11W, but has 
been at its present location, 
215 Highway 346, for 14 
years.

The Fritts Family Band 

has been well-known in 
bluegrass and gospel circles 
for many years. Jeremy says 
that the whole family has 
been involved with the store 
at different times.

“We love to share and 
teach,” he said.

These days Jeremy’s dad, 
Larry Fritts, provides in-
valuable help with the store. 
Jeremy is a very busy young 
man, teaching in the East 
Tennessee State University 

Music to my ears

East Tennessee Musicians’ Supply celebrating 20 years in business
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Jemey Fritts, owner of East Tennessee Musician’s Supply.
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Mandolins, strings, capos and other supplies.

BY JEFF BOBO, EDITOR
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Rep. Gary Hicks announced 
during Thursday’s Hawkins 
County Industrial Develop-
ment Board that $600,000 
had been approved by the 
Tennessee General Assembly 
to start a truck driving school 
at Phipps Bend.

The new school will be 

operated by the Phipps Bend 
campus of the Tennessee 
College of Applied Technol-
ogy, and $225,000 of the 
$600,000 will be recurring to 
keep the school running.

The announcement was 
met with applause and much 
appreciation Thursday by 
the IDB and TCAT officials 
who have been working for 
the past two years to bring 

a truck driving school to 
Phipps Bend.

On two occasions it ap-
peared that a program had 
been secured, but COVID 
derailed plans the first time 
in 2020. Then last year a 
trucking company that was 
expected to operate the 
school backed out.

Rep. Hicks announces $600K for trucking school

Rep. Gary Hicks
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