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ROGERSVILLE — The Hawkins Co. 
Mayor’s Office will be closed to the public 
beginning March 23, 2020, until further 
notice.

If assistance is needed, the public may 
call the Mayor’s Office at 423-272-7359.

Hawkins Co. Mayor’s 
Office closed to public

BY TOMMY CAMPBELL
EDITOR & PUBLISHER

CHURCH HILL — A 
domestic incident in which 
a man allegedly used his 
four-year old daughter as a 
human shield to avoid being 
“phazzed” by a Hawkins Co. 
Deputy ended with the child 
being freed from the danger-

ous situation and the father 
charged with:

• Domestic assault;
• Disorderly conduct;
• Child endangerment; 

and,
• Retaliation for past 

action.
A report by Deputy Casey 

Carter stated that on Sunday, 
March 22, authorities were 

dispatched to a location on 
Lynch Road, in Church Hill, 
regarding a domestic inci-
dent involving an assault.

On scene, Deputy Car-
ter made contact with the 
complainant who said that 
Michael McDuffie, 32, of 
Terrybrook Lane, Charlotte, 
NC, was inside, was highly 
intoxicated, and had become 

violent with her and her son.
The complainant stated 

that McDuffie has shoved her 
into the bedroom door and 
then began kicking the door 
to the room her son was in.

Carter found McDuffie in 
the living room, and stated 
that he “became belligerent 

Intoxicated father uses four-year old daughter 
as human shield to avoid being “phazzed”

ROGERSVILLE — On 
Sunday, March 22, 2020, at 
11 a.m., Father Bart Okere, 
Pastor of St. Henry Catholic 
Church, of Rogersville, and 
St. James the Apostle, of 
Sneedville, led a Eucharistic 
Procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament from St. Henry 
Church onto Hwy 70 N, in an 
intercessor to Our Lord Jesus 
Christ and Our Lady, Blessed 
Virgin Mary, stopping along 
the way at various locales to 
offer prayers for those stricken 
with the surge of Coronavirus, 
and for their speedy recovery. 

With most “in-person” church 
services cancelled throughout 
the city, county, and state, 
Father Bart offered the “open 
air” solace to families that 
have lost loved ones and for 
those battling with the infec-
tion. Prayers were also offered 
for eradication of the virus 
from the world. 

Escorting Father Bart Okere 
were 4th Degree Knights of 
Columbus from St. Henry 
Church, Beverly Carmack, 
Michael Opiela (Faithful 
Navigator) and Bill Hewitt, 
(District Deputy) #20.

Catholic Church offers prayers for 
those affected by COVID-19
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ROGERSVILLE — Due to escalat-
ing concerns regarding the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Rogersville/Hawkins Co. 
Chamber of Commerce and First Com-
munity Bank have made the decision to 
cancel the Chamber’s General Member-
ship Breakfast which was scheduled for 
Thursday, March 26.

“Safety is of the utmost importance, 
and with the way things are so rapidly 
developing, we feel limiting potential 
exposure is the safest course of action,” 
Executive Director Nancy Barker said. “I 
sincerely hope everyone stays safe and 
healthy through these trying times we 
are facing as a community and world. 
Hopefully we can reschedule the event in 
the near future.”

Chamber’s March 
membership 

breakfast cancelled

Ballad Health released the following 
statement on Sunday, March 22.

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. – Ballad 
Health has confirmed new cases of 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
in Greene and Sullivan Counties.

Greene County:
• Two new COVID-19 cases were 

confirmed on Sunday, March 22 in 
Greene County. The health department 
has been notified and Ballad Health 
CEOC is working with the appropriate 
officials to notify anyone that may have 
been in close contact with the cases. 
One case was treated, in isolation, at 
a Ballad Health facility and has since 
been discharged home for self-isola-
tion. The other case was dispositioned 
from the emergency department home.

Sullivan County:
• An additional new case was con-

firmed in Sullivan County on Sunday, 
March 22. This case was a team mem-
ber serving at one of our hospitals. 
Investigators have determined that 
the positive case is linked to personal 
travel, not hospital exposure and has 
also confirmed that this case did not 
have any contact with patients. Ballad 

Ballad Health 
confirms 

additional 
COVID-19 cases

SEE FATHER, PAGE 2A SEE BALLAD, PAGE 3A

BY ALLISON F. GOLEY 
STAFF WRITER

In light of numerous clo-
sures and social distancing 
measures implemented as 
a result of COVID-19, the 
Review reached out to several 
local businesses to find out 

how their day-to-day opera-
tions are being affected and 
what readers can do to help 
during this time.

Local Shops

Merle Norman
Kim McReynolds, owner of 

Merle Norman in Rogersville, 
told the Review that she has 
definitely noticed a slow-down 
in business.

“Business is slow, of course, 
because there is hardly 
anybody out anywhere,” she 
said. “It’s challenging be-
cause I drive from Erwin to 

Rogersville to work. I have 
a few customers a day, but 
it seems like only the people 
who are actually going to work 
right now who are wearing 
makeup. If you’re sitting at 
home and can’t go anywhere, 

How is COVID-19 affecting Rogersville 
businesses, and what can you do to help?

SEE BUSINESSES, PAGE 4A

Falcons baseball team 
features depth, experience


