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SURGOINSVILLE — The 
individual who was pulled 
from the Holston River 
near Surgoinsville’s Riv-
erfront Park on Thursday 
is presumed to be that of 
63-year-old Jerry Qualls, 
but the man cannot be offi-
cially considered ‘positively 
identified’ until autopsy 
results are finalized.

“Throughout the course 
of the investigation and 
retrieving him yesterday, 

there were certain things 
that made us presume 
it was him (Qualls), but 

positively identifying him 
is still pending,” said Haw-
kins Co. Deputy Coroner 

David Benton. “We have 
to get the results of the 
autopsy back, and then it 

will go from ‘presumed’ to 
‘identified.’ This usually 
takes two to three days.”

The Hawkins Co. Rescue 
Squad had been dispatched 
about 12:28 p.m. on that 
date to assist the Surgo-
insville Police Department 
with a truck found in the 
river at the town’s park.

“We were called up here 
to assist with a vehicle that 
could be seen in the water 
from the bridge,” said 
HCRS First Lieutenant Co-
rey Young. “The truck was 
in approximately eight feet 
of water. We put a boat in 
the water, and Kingsport’s 
Lifesaving Crew sent a div-
er down here. We were able 
to hook to the truck, pull 
the truck from the water, 
and confirm that nobody 
was in the truck. This is 

in reference to a missing 
subject from the Surgoins-
ville area. The vehicle has 
been confirmed to be that 
individual’s.”

Once the truck was 
pulled from the water, 
members of the Squad 
began searching the river 
for a body.

“Right now, we are ac-
tively searching the water 
doing a dragging operation 
trying to locate if there is 
any individual in the wa-
ter,” Young said at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m.

About 5:09 p.m. on that 
date, emergency crews con-
firmed to the Review that 
the body of an individual 
had ben recovered from the 
water and that it is believed 

Officials recover body from Holston at Surgoinsville’s Riverfront Park
Believed to be the 

missing 63-year old 
Jerry Qualls
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Members of the Hawkins Co. Rescue Squad are pictured as 
they began dragging operations on the river.

Jerry Qualls, in a photo pro-
vided by authorities to local 
news media last week at the 
time the man was reported 
missing.
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CHURCH HILL — Luke 
Wood gained a deep respect 
for a fire chief’s work long 
before he ever dreamed of 
earning the title himself.

“When I was probably three 
or four years old, my dad 
started taking me on fire calls 
with him when he was Chief 
for Church Hill,” he told the 
Review.

Luke Wood is the son of 
David Wood, who served as 
Church Hill’s Fire Chief for 
a little over 33 years. He was 
the town’s second Fire Chief, 
as the CHFD was founded in 
1984.

Though David Wood has 
retired, he is still working 
two days a week, four hours 
a day as the town’s building 
inspector.

“I would sit in the car and 
watch, and, the older I got, he 
would let me get out and show 
me how to do things,” Luke 
Wood continued. “He would 
always talk about the calls 
when he would come in, and 

I always thought that would 
be the coolest job. When I was 
able to join as a volunteer, he 
would let me get hands-on 
experience practicing pumping 
the truck or pulling hose lines. 
I was fortunate enough to be 
able to go to Rookie School 

and get my own certifications. 
I just knew that was what I 
had always wanted to do.”

Luke Wood will now follow 
in his father’s footsteps, as he 
was recently named Fire Chief 
in light of his father’s retire-
ment. The Church Hill BMA 

voted unanimously at their 
October meeting to approve 
Luke Wood as the town’s new 
Fire Chief.

“Luke has been with us 
since he was a little bitty boy,” 
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Upon the retirement of Church Hill Fire Chief David Wood, his son Luke Wood was named as his 
replacement. Here, Luke Wood (left) can be seen receiving an award from Mayor Dennis Deal 
(right) for his lifesaving actions at an August house fire.

A FAMILY OF FIREMEN
Luke Wood becomes 
Church Hill Fire Chief 

upon father’s retirement
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ROGERSVILLE — Patrons of Rogers-
ville’s H.B. Stamps Memorial Library 
know the library’s ‘reading room’ as a 
cozy, window-filled area perfect for enjoy-
ing a good book.

However, the room is in desperate need 
of some renovations, as Building Inspec-
tor Steve Nelson recently told the Public 
Building Committee.

“It’s rotten,” he told the committee. 
“It’s gone. The city asked me to look at it 
roughly six months ago. Trying to patch it 
up was going to be like putting a band-
aid on it, and that wasn’t going to be cost 
effective in the long run.”

He went on to explain that the numer-
ous windows that make up the reading 
room are made from single-paned glass 
and are allowing a lot of energy to escape.

“I looked at trying to find standard sized 
windows that we could replace those large 
ones with and replacing all the wood with 
Hardieplank®, which is a concrete com-
posite material. It doesn’t rot or chip, and 
bugs don’t eat it,” Nelson continued. “The 
only thing that would still be wood would 
be a few decorative pieces.”

Nelson gave the committee an estimated 
cost of $38,650 to complete this repair 
and noted that it would meet the guide-
lines of Rogersville’s Historic Preservation 
Commission.

Because Rogersville City and Hawkins 
County share the responsibility and cost 
of repairs to the library, it was agreed that 
the city will pay 60 percent of the cost and 
the county will pay 50 percent.

This means the city will pay roughly 
$23,190 and the county will pay roughly 

H.B. Stamps 
Library’s reading 
room to receive 

upgrades
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Building Inspector Steve Nelson explained 
that much of the wood that makes up the 
Reading Room is rotted and needs to be 
replaced.
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Part one of two
CHURCH HILL — When Karen Wilcox and 

Annie Beazley first picked up their pens to 
write letters to each other, they never antici-
pated the impact their friendship would have.

The year was 1959, and both girls were 11 
years old at the time. However, Wilcox was 
living in Plainview, New York, and Beazley 
was in Leeton, Australia, which is just South of 
Sydney.

The two maintained a close friendship, 
sending letters and mementos back and forth 
for around 27 years. Until one day in 1986, the 
letters stopped. Both women had busy lives, 
and they simply lost contact.

Wilcox and Beazley lived their separate lives 
on opposite sides of the globe for about 30 
years until they were finally able to reconnect 

in 2016 using Facebook.
Last month, the two were finally able to meet 

in person for the very first time when Beaz-
ley flew across the globe to stay in Wilcox’s 
Church Hill home.

Their first connections
“My teacher said one day, ‘bring in 50 cents 

tomorrow, and I’ll get you three pen pals,’” 
Wilcox explained. “So, I brought in the 50 
cents. I got one pen pal in Blackburn, England, 
and we didn’t continue a friendship. One was 
in France, and I couldn’t speak the language, 
so that wasn’t good. Then, Annie and I con-
nected.”

“I also had three pen pals,” Beazley added. 
“One of mine was in England too, and the 
other one was actually in Sydney.”

Not only did the two girls live on opposite 

Two pens, two continents 
and 60 years of friendship 
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Pen Pals for 60 years, Karen Wilcox 
(left) and Annie Beazley (right) con-
nected through a school international 
pen pal program. They were finally 
able to meet in person last month 
when Beazley hopped on a plane and 
flew from Australia to stay in Wilcox’s 
Church Hill home. SEE PENS, PAGE 2A SEE LIBRARY, PAGE 3A

SEE BODY, PAGE 3A

SEE WOOD, PAGE 3A

Kirkpatrick qualifies for state 
championship 4th time


