
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL423-581-1156 MORRISTOWN, TN

HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • TILE • WATERPROOF FLOORING • VINYLRDWOOD LAM NNNNNNNNNNNNATE TILE WATERPRRRRROOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOF FLOORTILELRDWOOD LAMIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNATE TILE WATERPRRRRRROOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOF FLOORI

Terry’s Carpet

2021 Subaru
Outback

Gowhere
love takes

you.
8729 KINGSTON PIKE

1-888-660-0184
www.GraysonSubaru.com2021 SUBARU LEGACY 2021 SUBARU CROSSTREK

2021 SUBARU FORESTER

2021 SUBARU ASCENT

2021 SUBARUWRX

2021 SUBARU IMPREZA

SUMMER
SALES EVENT

Dog Days of

ROGERSVILLE | BULLS GAP | CHURCH HILL | EIDSON | KINGSPORT | MOORESBURG | MOUNT CARMEL | SURGOINSVILLE | BEAN STATION | SNEEDVILLE

$1

Wednesday, July 21, 2021

A gift subscription to Hawkins 

County’s oldest newspaper makes 

a GREAT gift for any occasion! 

Call 272-7422.

VOL. 135, NO. 57

SEE PAGE 6A

WWW.THEROGERSVILLEREVIEW.COM    |    FACEBOOK.COM/THEROGERSVILLEREVIEW

BY JIM BELLER
STAFF WRITER

ROGERSVILLE – “If you took her, 
just bring her back. You don’t even have 
to tell me that you did it. Just bring her 
back. Say that you found her walking, I 
don’t care. Just bring her back. That’s 
all I care.”

So pleaded Candus Wells late Sunday 
afternoon in regards to her 5-year-old 
daughter Summer, who went missing 
five weeks ago, seemingly vanishing 
within five minutes of last being seen. “I 
don’t understand it,” the child’s mother 
said. “It don’t make no sense.”

Candus recalled June 15, the day Sum-
mer disappeared.

Candus’ mother – also named Candus, 
but who’s nicknamed Candy – needed 
to see a doctor in Kingsport about her 
aching knee.

“We went to Gatlinburg and the boys 
accidentally kept tripping over her sore 
knee,” Candus said. “She had an artifi-
cial knee replaced. And if you twist it the 
wrong way, it pops out and it hurts real-
ly bad. And she couldn’t figure out why 
it wouldn’t stop hurting after a while, so 
I took her to the ER that morning.”

After taking Candy to Holston Valley, 
Candus and Summer went to visit some 

family friends in Kingsport. “They in-
vited me over to sit at their house while 
I waited for my mom to get done so we 
weren’t sitting in the hot truck. So, I 
went over there,” Candus said.

“I was sitting and mom called me to 
come get her,” said Candus, adding that 
the 15-year-old son of her friend asked 
to go along. “I went and picked her up, 
and then we drove all the way across 
town and dropped her prescription off. 
They said it’d be about 30 minutes at 
the most.

“So, we were like, well instead of 

Summer Wells’ mom pleads: 
‘Just bring her back’

This is the last known photo of Summer Wells.
BY ALLISON F. GOLEY 
STAFF WRITER

At their July 26 meeting, the Hawkins 
County Commission will be tasked with ap-
proving the 2021-2022 fiscal year budget, 
which includes a $2 million deficit.

So far, the budget committee has met 
several times to hear funding requests from 
county department heads.

Some notable expenditures included in 
this budget are an increase in contributions 
to all county fire departments and rescue 
squads, an increase in contribution to the 
county animal shelter, the addition of a 
deputy county clerk, completion of the 
Laurel Run Park erosion project, and an 
adjustment to the property tax rate.

Hawkins County 
‘21-‘22 proposed 
budget overview

Adjusted tax rate, fire department  
funding increase, and a $2 million deficit
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Commissioner Danny Alvis expressed his op-
position to the new state certified property tax 
rate of $2.16 per $100 of assessed value.

BY ALLISON F. GOLEY
STAFF WRITER

The Rogersville City School Board of 
Education will soon enter into negotia-
tions with Edwin Jarnigan, formerly of 
Grainger County Schools, to offer him the 
position of RCS Superintendent.

This came after current Superintendent 
J.T. Stroder announced that he will soon 
resign the position to focus on family 
matters. Stroder has only held the posi-
tion for 15 months.

The RCS BOE held a special-called 
meeting on July 16 to discuss the matter. 
Chairman Reed Matney explained that 
Stroder has not yet officially resigned 
from the position, though it is his inten-
tion to soon do so.

“(Stroder) has offered to work with us 
in this transition and going forward,” 
Matney told the board.

About Jarnigan
In April of 2020, the BOE unanimously 

chose Stroder after interviewing six can-
didates to replace retiring superintendent 
Rebecca Isaacs. They also selected former 
Jarnagin as their second choice if they 
couldn’t come to a contract agreement 

with Stroder.
Jarnagin was Grainger County director 

of schools from January 2010 until he re-
tired in January 2020. He then returned 
to his former position as testing super-
visor until June of 2020 when he began 
work as the safety coordinator for Union 
County schools.

Prior to 2010, Jarnagin was a high 

school teacher, assistant principal, 
principal and supervisor, spending nearly 
his entire career beginning in 1985 at 
Grainger County Schools.

All members in favor
At the July 16 meeting, Matney suggest-

ed that the board could choose an interim 
superintendent while they continue to 
search for a permanent replacement, offer 
the position to someone permanently.

When he asked for input from the 
board, it became apparent that each 
member was in favor of offering the posi-
tion to Jarnigan on a permanent basis. In 
fact, each board member openly spoke in 
his favor.

“I feel that we need someone at RCS 
who is experienced, has a great fiscal 
track record, and, most importantly, has 
a servant’s heart for his staff, students 
and community,” Board member Scott 
Trent said. “Not only does Jarnigan 
meet each of these expectations, but the 
decision would allow our school system to 
move forward. Though other options are 
available, attached to those options are a 
plethora of ‘if’s, and’s and but’s.’”

Rogersville City Schools board to offer 
Edwin Jarnigan superintendent position 
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Edwin Jarnigan during his 2020 interview 
with the RCS Board of Education Beginning on July 24h, delivery of The 

Rogersville Review Weekend Edition will 
be on the date of publication which has 
always been Saturday. During the height of 
the pandemic we were pleased to be able to 
have your Weekend Review delivered a day 
early on Friday but will now resume with 
our regular delivery schedule.

Sincerely, Matthew Wolfe

General Manager of The Rogersville Review
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SEE JARNIGAN, PAGE 3A

SEE HAWKINS, PAGE 3A

SEE MISSING, PAGE 2A

Stingrays, Flying Fish 
tuning up for Championship

BY ALLISON F. GOLEY 
STAFF WRITER

Though the Surgoinsville Board of Mayor 
had previously discussed including a prop-
erty tax increase within their 2021-2022 
budget, they passed the budget on second 
reading on July 12 without it.

However, Mayor Merrell Graham told the 
Review that the board will revisit the idea of 
a tax increase next year.

Hawkins County’s property values are 
reappraised by the state of Tennessee every 
five years, with 2021 being a reappraisal 

Surgoinsville BMA 
passes budget 

without previously 
discussed tax 

increase 

SEE TAX, PAGE 3A


