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BY ALLISON F. GOLEY 
STAFF WRITER

William “Bill” Creasy 
resigned his position as Dis-
trict 1 constable in April of 
2019 after being indicted on 
official misconduct charges, 
but he won the Aug. 6, 
2020 constable race with 72 
votes as opposed to current 
constable Ryan Christian’s 
71 votes.

However, District Attor-
ney Dan Armstrong told the 
Review that his office filed 
a new motion in court this 

week alleging that Creasy 
has violated the plea deal he 
took in September of 2019 
to reduce felony charges to 
misdemeanors.

If Judge John Duggar 
grants Armstrong’s office 
this motion, Creasy will not 
be allowed to assume the 
constable position on Sept. 
1 and will face further legal 
ramifications.

Creasy elected in 
2018, resigns in 2019

Bill Creasy was elected 
District 1 constable in 

August of 2018 to represent 
the Allandale and Mount 
Carmel communities and 
was scheduled to officially 
take office on Sept. 1 of that 
year.

However, on Aug. 15, 
2018, Creasy conducted a 
traffic stop with blue lights 
on a man who resides in his 
neighborhood.

As a result, a Hawkins 
County grand jury indicted 
him on charges of official 
misconduct and official 
oppression in February of 
2019. Both of which are 

Class E felonies punishable 
by one to two years.

In April of 2019, Creasy 
resigned from his position 
as constable. In June of 
2019, the County Commis-
sion then appointed Ryan 
Christian to fill the position 
until the next county gener-
al election (this year).

Whoever won the race 
in this year’s election 
would have only served the 
remainder of Creasy’s term, 
which would have ended on 
August 31, 2022.

On Aug. 30 of 2019, 

Creasy appeared in 
Hawkins County Criminal 
Court, where he pleaded 
guilty to the reduced Class 
A misdemeanor charges of 
attempted official oppres-
sion and attempted official 
misconduct.

He was granted judicial 
diversion by Judge John 
Dugger, which means that, 
if Creasy completes the 
terms of probation on Aug. 
30, 2020, his record can be 
expunged.

District attorney says Bill Creasy violated plea agreement by running for constable seat

William Davis Creasy’s 2019 
mugshot from his indictment 
and arrest in February of last 
year.

BY ALLISON F. GOLEY 
STAFF WRITER

Director of Schools Matt Hixson an-
nounced late Wednesday evening that 
a Cherokee High School student athlete 
has tested positive for COVID-19.

“The student last attended an athlet-
ics event on August 8,” Hixson said in 
the press release. “The student was fol-
lowing all health and safety protocols 
developed by the Northeast Tennessee 
Athletic Administrators, Regional 
Health Officials, and the TSSAA. Other 
students, who came into contact with 
this student, have been contacted and 
are currently self-quarantining.”

This is a developing story and will 
be regularly updated online as more 
information becomes available.

CHS student athlete 
tests positive for 

COVID-19
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BY TOMMY CAMPBELL
EDITOR & PUBLISHER

ROGERSVILLE — The deadline for 
persons to file petitions of candidacy for 
the 2020 municipal elections in local towns 
and cities is noon, Thursday, Aug. 20, and 
since the Review’s last update, new candi-
dates have tossed their hats into the ring.

Municipal elections will be held on Tues-
day, Nov. 3, along with the national and 
state elections.

As of the end of the day on Tuesday, here 
is the most current list of persons who have 
filed qualifying papers:

BEAN STATION (a portion of which is 

More candidates’ names added to list 
for Nov. 3 municipal elections

BY ALLISON F. GOLEY 
STAFF WRITER

H awkins County Mayor 
Jim Lee announced 
in a Wednesday af-

ternoon press release that he 
will be extending the coun-
ty-wide mask mandate until 
midnight on August 29.

“As positive COVID-19 
cases continue to rise, most 
county residents that I have 
spoken to are requesting an 
extension on the mask man-
date,” Lee said. “With Ballad 
Health halting admissions 
and elective surgeries at 
Hawkins County Memorial 
Hospital we all have to do our 
part in preventing the spread 
of this virus. Wearing a mask 
in public will help our econ-
omy by keeping businesses 
open.”

Lee initially enacted the 
mask mandate on July 17 
and said at the time that he 
would revisit the idea within 
a month.

Since then, COVID-19 cases 
have only increased through-
out the region. On July 17, 
there had been 124 cases in 
Hawkins County since the 
crisis began in March. As of 

August 12, that number had 
grown to 500. 

As far as enforcing the 
mask mandate, Lee said in 
July, “The Governor’s order 

(to allow county mayors to 
choose whether or not to 
mandate masks) does allow 
for enforcement but our local 
law enforcement does not 

have the resources to enforce 
this order. I will not be 
asking our law enforcement 
to be burdened with chasing 
around citizens who don’t 
have a face mask. We expect 
that our local citizens will do 
what most have already been 
doing for the last few months. 
Wearing a mask in public will 
help our economy by keeping 
businesses open.”

As with his initial release, 
Lee listed Ballad Health’s 
decision to pause overnight 
admissions at Hawkins Me-
morial Hospital as a contrib-
uting factor to his decision.

“Ballad Health has put East 
Tennessee Mayors in a very 
complicated and controver-
sial situation,” he said in 
his July release. “We had a 
wonderful hospital in Haw-
kins County with a great staff 
and best care you could get. 
We have lost a level 1 trauma 
center within an hour of the 
majority of the county, we 
have lost a helicopter in our 
fleet of available aircraft, and 
now we have lost the ability 
for patients to be hospital-
ized locally in Hawkins and 

Hawkins County Mayor extends 
mask mandate until Aug. 29
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County Mayor Jim Lee (pictured) will extend the county-wide 
mask mandate until midnight on August 29.

BY TOMMY CAMPBELL
EDITOR & PUBLISHER

ROGERSVILLE — As predicted by the 
U.S. Geological Survey, an aftershock 
measuring 2.9 on the Richter scale was 
felt in northwestern North Carolina 
and northeast Tennessee on Tuesday, 
following Sunday’s larger 5.1-magnitude 

temblor that rattled dishes in cabinets 
up to 90 miles away around 8:07 a.m. on 
Aug. 9.

Sunday’s quake happened along the 
North Carolina-Virginia state line about 
2.5 miles southeast of Sparta, NC, in 
Alleghany County, or about 80 miles E/

Aftershock measuring 2.9 felt in North 
Carolina following Sunday’’s 5.1 temblor
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Cherokee recognizes 
2020 baseball seniors

SEE MAYOR, PAGE 9A


