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ROGERSVILLE — HolstonConnect, a 
subsidiary of Holston Electric Cooperative 
that aims to bring gigabit Internet to thou-
sands of unserved residents in rural East 
Tennessee, has been awarded a $862,017 
Appalachian Regional Commission grant 
for the Holston Electric Cooperative Rural 
Broadband project.

The project will allow for the installation 
of almost 26 miles of fiber optic cable on 
Holston Electric’s existing power poles to 
provide up to 1 Gbps service to areas not 
covered by a broadband or cable provider 

in the Goshen Valley in Hawkins County.
A number of employers in the region use 

the work-at-home model for portions of 
their workforce.

HEC projects that several households in 
this service area are a part of this model, 
and greater broadband access will give this 
community access to online education, 
training, and/or retraining to expand this 
job market. The new fiber network will 
make broadband service available to 133 
businesses and 600 households and create 
20 new jobs over three years. In addition 

to farms and businesses, the expanded 
coverage will serve multiple churches, a 
school, and a fire department.

“We are excited that HolstonConnect has 
received $862,000 from ARC’s POWER 
Initiative!” HEC’s General Manager, Jim-
my Sandlin, said. “We’ll use this support to 
continue our construction in the Holston 
service territory and strengthen education, 
economic growth, and opportunities for 
our members.”

HEC is a member-owned, not-for-profit 
distributor of TVA power that provides 

safe, reliable and affordable energy to 
more than 30,000 residential, commercial 
and industrial customers in Hawkins and 
Hamblen counties. Visit www.holstonelec-
tric.com to learn more.

HolstonConnect is a local, not-for-profit 
distributor of fiber-based services. A whol-
ly-owned subsidiary of HEC, HolstonCon-
nect delivers members the tools necessary 
to support community development in 
Hawkins and Hamblen counties. 

Visit www.holstonconnect.com to learn 
more.

HolstonConnect wins $862,000 grant to provide internet in Goshen Valley

BY ALLISON F. GOLEY
STAFF WRITER

CHURCH HILL — After 
winning the district and 
the regional competitions, 
the Church Hill Senior 
Center’s Golden Nuggets 
will compete in the state-
wide Senior Brain Games 
Competition.

The Golden Nuggets, 
who are now one of the top 
three teams in the state, 
will represent the entirety 
of East Tennessee in the 
Nashville competition, as 
they take on the Middle 
Tennessee’s Lawrence 
County Aged to Perfection 
and West Tennessee’s 
Chester County Challeng-
ers.

“The competition will be 
fierce as the challenging 
teams attempt to become 
champions,” reads a 
press release from TCAD 
(Tennessee Commission on 
Aging and Disability) who 
sponsors Brain Games.

The competition will take 
place on Oct. 24 and will 
be available to watch in a 
Facebook-live streaming 
video on the TCAD and 
Rogersville Review Face-
book page.

“It’s a trivia contest with 
four rounds of five ques-
tions each,” said Evelyn 
Shrout, who is one of the 
three members of the 
Golden Nuggets. “It’s sort 
of like Jeopardy—we never 
know what the questions 

are going to be about. They 
kind of start out easy and 
then, the further along you 
go, the harder they get.”

Of the state competition, 
Shrout said the Golden 
Nuggets are “excited, yet 
scared.”

Prepping for the       
big day

The first year that Church 
Hill got involved in the 
Brain Games, they actually 
had two teams. Only one 
team from each center can 
take part in the official 
competitions, so the two 
had a playoff competition 
with the Nuggets emerging 
victorious.

Church Hill Senior Center’s “Golden Nuggets” to compete in state Brain Games
Readers can watch the event live on Review’s Facebook page

The three members of the Church Hill Golden Nuggets team, (l to r) Evelyn Shrout, Vera 
Spradlin and Anna Long, pose with the scoreboard after they won the district competition 
this year.

KINGSPORT – Marsh 
Regional Blood Center will 
conduct public blood drives 
at the following locations in 
this area:

• Saturday, Oct. 19, 
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Julia 
Davis Collection Center, 
Kingsport (Platelet donors 
should call for an appoint-
ment.)

• Sunday, Oct. 20, noon-
4 p.m., Julia Davis Col-
lection Center, Kingsport 
(Platelet donors should call 
for an appointment.)

• Tuesday, Oct. 22, 
7:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Eastman 
Chemical Company, King-
sport

• Friday, Oct. 25, 
7:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m., 
Holston Valley Medical 
Center, Kingsport

• Saturday, Oct. 26, 
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Julia 
Davis Collection Center, 
Kingsport (Platelet donors 
should call for an appoint-
ment.)

• Sunday, Oct. 27, noon-
4 p.m., Julia Davis Col-
lection Center, Kingsport 
(Platelet donors should call 

Community 
blood drives 
planned; all 

types urgently 
needed

SEE GAMES, PAGE 2A

SEE DRIVE, PAGE 2A

ROGERSVILLE — The 
40th annual Heritage 
Days celebration in 
historic downtown 
Rogersville attracted 
a large crowd from 
Hawkins and other 
Tennessee counties as 
well as multiple states, 
who enjoyed everything 
from great food, to live 
music, historic exhibits 
and displays, art and 
quilt shows, scores of 
classic cars and trucks 
in the year’s final Cruise 
In on the Square, and 
much, much more. Here 
are just a few snapshots 
from the memorable 
event. See more inside.

HERITAGE DAYS 2019
 Celebrating four 

decades of 
showcasing historic 

Rogersville

PHOTOS BY ALLISON F. GOLEY, DEE ANN CAMPBELL AND TOMMY CAMPBELL

Volunteer’s 
soccer 
playoff 
Monday 
night


