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SPORTS

Clinch beats J. Frank 

White for first time in 

decade, see B1

STAFF REPORT

Hosting the January 
Chamber Breakfast, Of One 
Accord Ministry released 
its annual report for 2022, 
which showed 94,880 
people were served with 
$4,968,610 worth of goods 
and services.

Ministry director Sheldon 
Livesay noted that the most 
important statistic for 2022 
was 108 people giving their 
lives to Christ.

Livesay remembered 
starting a food pantry on 
behalf of the Area Church 
Council of churches in his 
home in 1988.

Livesay said it didn’t take 

long before realizing that 
wouldn’t work and moving 
to a small building on South 
Church Street 35 years ago 
this year.

Livesay stated, he wanted 
to thank the local commu-
nity for their 35 year part-
nership and contributed the 
growth of the ministry over 
these years to a direct result 
of God’s blessings and the 
volunteers and resources 
made available through lo-
cal churches to serve those 
ministry efforts.

Both board and staff 
were introduced, but it 
was stressed, “we can’t 
do all the work! Without 
your support it couldn’t 

be done.” In 2022, some 
94,880 people were served 
with $4,968,610 worth of 
goods and services with 108 
people giving their lives to 
Christ.

“The anchor program 
operated by the ministry is 
food”, Livesay continued. 
28,076 people were helped 
through the three food 
pantries, but another 6,320 
people were given food 
through pre-packaged food 
boxes during distributions. 
11,707 were served through 
Thanksgiving or Christmas 
distributions. Then 6,655 
meals were served through 
the senior meals program 
with 2,408 lunches being 

served through the sum-
mer feeding program. All 
together this accounts for 
some 55,000 of the clients 
or families served last year.

At the Medical Mission 
in Church Hill, 450 patient 
visits were recorded with 
4,094 prescriptions being 
written and 902 other 
procedures were done. The 
Medical Mission, now 23 
years old has grown and is 
planning to expand their 
space. They are letting com-
munity partners know they 
need additional doctors 
and nurses to increase their 
capacity.

Of One Accord provided nearly $5 million in goods and services to the needy in 2022

JEFF BOBO

Of One Accord director Sheldon Livesay gives the ministry’s 
2022 annual report last Thursday morning during the Cham-
ber of Commerce meeting.

STAFF REPORT

Cherokee High School student Amelia 
Metz and longtime Bulls Gap business and 
community leader Jeanette Edens were 
announced Thursday as Hawkins County’s 
2022 Governor’s Volunteer Star’s Award 
recipients.

Both were honored last Thursday during 
the Rogersville Chamber of Commerce 
breakfast hosted by the Of One Accord 
ministry.

Every year each county in Tennessee 
nominates a Governor’s Volunteer Star’s 
Award recipient in the youth category, and 
in the adult category.

Aside from being honored in their home 
counties these recipients are also invited 
to attend the 2022 GVSA banquet which 
will take place on April 2, 2023 at the 
Franklin Marriott in Franklin.

During that banquet a statewide GVSA 
recipient will be announced in both the 
youth and adult categories.

At Thursday’s chamber meeting the 
accomplishments of Metz and Edens were 
presented by Of One Accord director Shel-
don Livesay.

Amelia Metz
Nominated by Rep. Gary Hicks, 

R-Rogersville, for her outstanding youth 
accomplishments, Amelia Metz is a model 
student, volunteer and youth leader exem-
plifying leadership in her community and 
state.

Her volunteer efforts began at 10 years 
old to establish a giving tree for disadvan-
taged classmates. She insured students 
were provided clothing, art supplies, food, 
and 4-H Camp fees.

In high school, Amelia has volunteered 
with the Heritage Lights Youth Leadership 
Program in multiple programs to help 
those-in-need and also through the local 
Chamber of Commerce assisting in proj-
ects which offer economic growth.

Amelia has volunteered in community 

Metz and Edens 
named Hawkins 
County’s ‘Star’ 

volunteers for 2022

JEFF BOBO

Of One Accord director Sheldon Livesay in-
troduced Hawkins County’s 2022 Governor’s 
Volunteer Star’s Award recipients Amelia 
Metz, center, and Jeanette Edens, right.
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Hawkins County School 
leaders said last week they 
support a church’s long term 
plan to convert the former 
Keplar Elementary School into 
private Christian school.

Thursday evening the Board 
of Education gave final ap-
proval to the sale of Keplar to 
the Burem Missionary Baptist 
Church (BMBC) for $56,000 
during a special called meet-
ing.

BMBC hopes to convert 
Keplar into a community 
center and offer a variety of 
programs, but the long term 

goal is to establish a private 
Christian school.

A second sale of the former 
North Fork School property 
on Goshen Valley Road to the 
North Fork Baptist Church 
(NFBC) for $5,000 was also 
approved Thursday by the 
BOE.

NFBC is located next door 
to the former school property, 
which it has utilized in the 
past with BOE approval. The 
building would be used to 
house the church’s food pan-
try and “Care Center” where 
services are provided to the 
needy.

BOE supports conversion of former Keplar 
Elementary into Christian school

JEFF BOBO

On Thursday the Hawkins County BOE gave final approval to 
sell Keplar Elementary to Burem Missionary Baptist Church for 
$56,000. Among the church’s plans is to convert the property into 
a Christian school.

SEE BOE, PAGE 3A

BY JEANNIE BAITINGER

C
hurch Hill’s Larron 
Ables is hoping his blue 
collar skills help him 

take home $200,000 on the 
new CBS reality TV competi-
tion show, “Tough As Nails”.

The show features blue col-
lar competitors at real work 
job sites, and as of this week 
Ables is one of eight remain-
ing contestants from what 
started as a pool of 12.

If Ables wins the compe-
tition he gets a brand new 
truck in addition to the 
$200,000 cash prize. There 
are 5 episodes left and the 
show is airing on Wednesday 
nights at 10 p.m. on CBS or 
can be streamed on Para-
mount Plus.

The competition is mea-
sured by accuracy and speed 
of blue collar trade workers. 
The show has been complet-
ed in filming but Ables is not 
giving a spoiler alert. The 
winner will be announced 
February 22nd.

Diesel Technician For 
John Deere

Ables says he feels he has 

done well. He is a technician 
with John Deere in Kingsport 
and has used his skills in the 
competition. Though Ables 
was the youngest to join the 
competition at 22 years old, 
he’s had a lot of support from 
his coworkers and his boss. 
“They watch the show and 
then tell me areas where I 
could step it up as well as to 
complement a job well done,” 
Ables tells the Review. “I had 
to learn to go faster to stay in 
the competition.”

Ables lived with his family 

‘Tough As Nails’
Diesel Technician 
from Church Hill 

competing on CBS 
reality TV show

CONTRIBUTED

Larron Ables speaks ot the camera on “Tough As Nails”.

CONTRIBUTED

Larron Ables is a Diesel Technician from Church Hill, and is current-
ly competing on the CBS competitive reality show “Tough As Nails”.

SEE STAR, PAGE 3A

SEE BUCKS, PAGE 3A

SEE TOUGH, PAGE 3A


