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Former Cherokee High School football 
player Jeremiah Bragg was remembered 
as a great athlete, but an even greater 
friend and Christian following his death 
last week in a motorcycle accident in 
Sullivan County.

According to the Tennessee Highway 
Patrol, on Nov. 17 around 4:37 p.m. 
Bragg, 23, of Rogersville, was driving a 
2006 Triumph Daytona north on U.S. 
421 south of the Camp Tom Howard 
Road intersection when the bike went 
off the right side of the road, down an 
embankment, and struck a tree.

Bragg, who graduated from Cherokee 
in 2017, set a rushing record as a fresh-
man with more than 2,000 yards. He 
also played baseball and ran track.

Cherokee athletic director Andrew 
Morgan said his heart was broken to 

hear of Bragg’s death.
“This young man had such a great 

personality, very likeable,” Morgan said. 
“He was a very confident young man, 
would look you in the eyes when talking, 
was very comfortable in his abilities and 
intelligence. He could have been any-
thing he wanted in life. He was strong 
all around.”

Morgan added, “Such terrible news. I 
have known his mother for many years. 
We grew up together in school and 
graduated together. Many thoughts and 
prayers to his family.”

Cherokee track coach Chad Laster 
said Bragg could brighten up any room 
with his smile, his joyous personality 
and his positivity.

“He sometimes stopped by my office 
during his lunch break where we talked 
about church, family, and sports,” 

Jeremiah Bragg remembered as a 
great athlete, Christian and friend

BOBBY VAUGHN

Jeremiah Bragg with mother, Scarlett Bradley, 

at Cherokee Senior Night Oct. 28, 2016.
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As nearly a half century of automotive 
manufacturing winds down at Rogersville’e 
ZF Automotive plant, state and county 
economic development officials are looking 
to help market the 254,000 square foot 
facility.

ZF announced in September of 2020 that 
the facility, formerly known at TRW Auto-
motive, would be shutting down in Decem-
ber of 2021 and relocating production to 
Mexico. At the time of the announcement 
ZF employed approximately 200 people.

Employees tell the Review that people 
from Mexico have been brought in for 
training at the Rogersville plant, and they 
have already begun moving equipment out.

Hawkins County Industrial Development 
Board chairman Larry Elkins told the 
board during its Nov. 18 meeting that com-
pany officials indicated to him the plant 
will shut down sometime next year, but an 
official date hasn’t been announced.

Meanwhile the Tennessee Department of 
Economic and Community Development is 
beginning efforts to market the facility in 
hopes of getting a new company in quickly 
to replace those lost jobs.

TDEC Northeast Tennessee Regional 
Director Lynn Tully told the IDB at its Nov. 
18 meeting that the Realtor who represents 
ZF has issued a brochure on the property 
and contacted the state for assistance.

“That will be one of the few very large 
square footage available buildings in the 
state, so I imagine that we’ll get a lot of 
prospects on that,” Tully said. “I’m looking 
forward to taking a tour of what all they’re 
going to include, and then putting it out 
there and getting it listed by TVA and 
others.”

Tully added, “A lot of our RFIs (request 
for information) have been for much larger 
facilities — 100,000 to 200,000 range.”

The ZF Automotive facility is located at 
7500 Highway 11-W in Rogersville and sits 
on 67.3 acres. The plant produces steering 

ZF Automotive 
marketing soon-to-

be closed Rogersville 
manufacturing plant
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The ZF Automotive facility located at 7500 

Highway 11-W in Rogersville and sits on 67.3 

acres and produces steering gears primarily 

for light passenger vehicles, and steering 

gears for commercial vehicles.
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“These things are not 
factual,” Mount Carmel City 
Manager Mike Housewright 
said of the allegations Vice 
Mayor Tresa Mawk leveled 
against him within her 
evaluation of Housewright’s 
performance.

In October board mem-
bers and employees were 
given a chance to evaluate 
Housewright, and the 
scores were initially dis-
cussed at the Oct. 28 BMA 
meeting.

Housewright received 
a combined overall score 
of a 4.3 out of 5 from the 

anonymous evaluations 
completed by the employees 
who work under him.

But, he received a com-
bined overall score of a 2.8 
from the BMA. The BMA 
itself is also very divided, as 
two Aldermen rated House-
wright at a 1 out of 5 on all 
77 criteria, others rated him 
no lower than a 4.

Notably, Alderman Jim 
Gilliam and Vice Mayor 
Tresa Mawk rated House-
wright at a 1 out of 5 for 
all 77 questions. In the 
space provided for written 
comments on House-
wright’s ability to lead, 
Gilliam wrote, “can’t lead he 
believes in suck-asses.”

Instead of individually 
marking each question with 
her response, Mawk actu-
ally drew a line down the 
page indicating a score of 1 
for every category.

She also wrote at the top 
of her evaluation “see at-
tached for the truth. Not all 
the truth has been told” and 
attached multiple pages of 
allegations against House-
wright including the ethics 
complaint filed by citizen 
Brenda Parker against 
him over the removal of a 
streetlight.

Alderman John Gibson 
had requested to place the 

“Totally not factual:” Mount Carmel City Manager 
addresses Vice Mayor’s allegations 

When City Manager Mike Housewright noted that he would have preferred to have a private 

conversation with Vice Mayor Tresa Mawk (right) over these allegations rather than at a pub-

lic meeting, Mawk turned to Alderman John Gibson (left) and said, “this is thanks to you.”

“Yes, because I think it’s important for people to see it (the board’s evaluation of House-

wright,)” Gibson replied.
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T
here were two adop-
tions, two testimonials, 
and a heart-wrenching 

song that left a courtroom full 
of people on the verge of tears 

during the National Adoption 
Day ceremony Friday in the 
Hawkins County Courthouse.

Most of the folks in atten-
dance Friday have participated 
in adoptions, either as parents, 
children, or the judges, attor-
neys, or other professionals 
involved in the process.

Chancellor Doug Jenkins 
noted that National Adoption 
Day was set aside to celebrate 
the fact that children who don’t 
have a home get a home, and 
parents who don’t have a child 
get a child.

“It’s always a happy occasion 
and always very much enjoyed 

doing adoptions in the morn-
ing because people usually — if 
they shed tears — they’re tears 
of joy,” Jenkins said. “Then 
I do my regular docket and 
everybody leaves with other 
kinds of tears in their eyes, 

A family of my own

Two adoptions, two testimonies and a song for National Adoption Day
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Most of the folks in attendance for Friday’s National Adoption Day ceremony in the Hawkins County Courthouse have participated in 

adoptions, either as parents, children, or the judges, attorneys or other professionals involved in the process.
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