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CHURCH HILL — Three 
residents presented the 
Church Hill BMA with an 
unusual problem at the Sept. 
17 BMA meeting.

“We’re concerned about 
cats — a lot of cats,” said one 
resident.

She explained that there 
has been an ongoing prob-
lem with a neighbor’s large 
number of cats running loose 
throughout the neighbor-
hood.

“They’ve been down there 
and cleaned up the place, but 
the cats come over and are 
in our garage, they’re on our 
cars, they’re on our boats,” 
she said. “You wouldn’t be-
lieve. This has been going on 

for about three or four years, 
and we can’t get nothing 
done.”

“She (the owner of the 
cats) has four litters over 
there right now,” the second 
resident added. “One is 
a brand-new litter — not 
much more than a week old. 
Yesterday, I had one of them 
on my front porch that could 
barely open its eyes because 
they were so matted yellow. 
Their fur is just raunchy 
looking.”

For the second resident, 
cats were not her only con-
cern.

“They feed their cats the 
same mush that they feed 
their dogs,” she said of her 
neighbors. “They have nine 
dogs in the house. They have 
three dogs in the back yard 

next to my house that bark 
constantly — day and night 
… I look at their cats running 
around, and I look at their 
dogs breeding with their 
dogs. I saw one today trying. 
One of the dogs that’s tied up 
tried to breed one of the dogs 
running loose.”

She went on to explain 
that the dogs, too, run loose 
in the neighborhood.

“They go and poop any-
where they want,” she said 
angrily. “Pee anywhere they 
want.”

“I went and bought me 
a new swing so I’d have a 
place to sit outside,” said the 
third resident, who identi-
fied himself as the husband 
of the first resident. “I gave 
$250 for that swing. I went 
out there the other morning 

and there sat a big pile with 
a red ribbon in it! I can show 
you on the camera!”

“We’re not making this 
up!” the first resident said as 
she rose to show the photo 
on her cell phone to the Mos-
ley and the aldermen.

City workers take cats 
to animal shelter

“Well, in all fairness, in the 
past we took them to the an-
imal shelter,” Mayor Dennis 
Deal responded.

“I’d like to know who gave 
you the authority to just do 
away with picking the cats 
up in the middle of the year,” 
the third resident angrily 
asked Deal.

“What I’ve got to do is 
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Aldermen Kieth Gibson (left), Tom Kern (center) and Michael Bell (right) react to some of the humorous aspects of the discussion 
though they and Deal did address the seriousness of the situation. The residents, too, occasionally laughed while telling of the 
situation.

CATS, CATS AND 
MORE CATS

Residents fume over felines running loose BY ALLISON F. GOLEY
STAFF WRITER

AMIS COMMUNITY — The fourth 
annual American Indian Gathering is set 
to take place at the Thomas Amis Historic 
Site this Saturday, Oct. 5, from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

The event is free and open to the public, 
with parking costing $5 per vehicle. Dona-
tions for the preservation of the Amis Mill 
Dam are also gratefully received.

This year’s program will feature drum-
ming, dancing, storytelling and games for 
children.

Fourth annual American 
Indian Gathering this 
Saturday at Amis Mill
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A Native American shows a visiting youngster 
how to use a traditional Indian blow gun.
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ROGERSVILLE — Tennessee’s 
Governor Bill Lee served as the key-
note speaker at the 2019 Reagan Day 
Dinner, which was presented by the 
Hawkins Co. Republican Party and 
the Hawkins Co. Republican Women 
on Sept. 19, 2019.

The program began with a social 
hour where guests were able to 
mingle with local, state and federal 
officials.

Attendees then enjoyed a meal 
prepared by Shona House of Faith 
Baked Cakes and Catering while 
Former Congressman Bill Jenkins, 

Tennessee State Representative Gary 
Hicks, and keynote speaker Governor 
Lee addressed the crowd.

Talking about the positive
“There’s so many good things 

that are going on in the Tennessee 
House,” Hicks said as he introduced 
Lee. “We’ve got new leadership now. 
Instead of some of the negative things 
that are going on down there, it’s 
good to talk about the positive. One 
of those is the new leadership that 
we have. We’re going to change the 
narrative.”

As he began to introduce Lee, he 
noted that there are several things he 
feels that everyone will notice about 

the governor.
“Number one, you’re going to know 

how important his faith is to him,” 
Hicks said of Lee. “Number two, 
you’re going to know how important 
his family is to him. Then, you’re 
going to know that he’s a moral man 
and a principle man. I don’t know if 
you can get much better than that.”

Humble Beginnings
Lee began his presentation on a 

humorous note, as he explained his 
first visit to Hawkins County.

“Back when we started this thing 
(the election), we weren’t exactly the 

Hawkins Republicans hear 
Gov. Bill Lee at Reagan Day Dinner
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Governor Bill Lee speaks to local Republicans on the legis-
lation he has signed within the first nine months of holding 
office.

ROGERSVILLE — With the tempera-
tures getting cooler and the trees begin-
ning to change colors, fall is definitely 
in the air. To celebrate the change of the 
year, The Rogersville Heritage Association 
partners with The Loft and Givens Nelson 
Realty to bring the 2019 Scarecrow Dec-
orating Contest to the historic streets of 
downtown Rogersville, helping to kick-off 
the 40th annual Heritage Days on October 
11-13.

Scarecrows must be delivered and 

Gearing up for Heritage 
Days: Scarecrow 

Decorating Contest

ROGERSVILLE – With 
beef brisket, pinto beans and 
fixings, cornbread, buttered 
potatoes, collard greens, 
corn, desserts and more on 
the menu, it must be time for 
the 16th Annual Soul Food 
Dinner at Heritage Days, 

presented by Price Public 
Community Center and 
American Legion Auxiliary 
231.

The delicious home-
cooked meal is always a pe-
rennial favorite at the event, 
and will again this year 

be held at the Price Public 
Community Center’s main 
community room.

Tickets for the Friday, Oct. 
11 event are $30 per person 
(children age 10 and under 
eat free but must be accom-
panied by a ticket-holding 

adult) and MUST be pur-
chased in advance by calling 
423-921-388 or by going by 
the Price Public Center in 
Rogersville.

Live entertainment will be 
provided and the Museum 
will be open for tours.

Annual Soul Food Dinner menu announced

SEE CATS, PAGE 2A
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SEE DINNER, PAGE 3A

Cherokee’s Kirkpatrick 
captures Bristol Cross


