
ROGERSVILLE | BULLS GAP | CHURCH HILL | EIDSON | KINGSPORT | MOORESBURG | MOUNT CARMEL | SURGOINSVILLE | BEAN STATION

75¢

June 12, 2019

HAWKINS COUNTY’S NEWSPAPER
SINCE 1885!

OUR 133rd YEAR OF SERVICE!

A gift subscription to Hawkins 

County’s oldest newspaper makes 

a GREAT gift for any occasion! 

Call 272-7422.

VOL. 133, NO. 97

SEE PAGE 6A

WWW.THEROGERSVILLEREVIEW.COM    |    FACEBOOK.COM/THEROGERSVILLEREVIEW

 Stock Photo 

8729 Kingston Pike • Knoxville, TN 37923 • 888-660-0184
www.graysonsubaru.com 

The 2019 Subaru Outback. It’s easy to get to all the action with 
standard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive + 32 mpg.3 You have 8.7 
inches of ground clearance plus X-MODE® to take any terrain in 
stride. Love. It’s what makes a Subaru, a Subaru. Subaru, Outback, and X-MODE are registered trademarks. 

3EPA-estimated highway fuel economy for 2019 Subaru 
Outback 2.5i models. Actual mileage may vary.  

2019 SUBARU OUTBACK 2.5i
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Free Fishing Day

The Hawkins Co. Republican Woman and Hawkins 
Co. Republican Party are hosting a summer picnic 
on Thursday, June 20 at Laurel Run Park (Pavillion 
#10) in Church Hill, from 6-8 p.m.

Drinks will be provided. Bring a dish and a lawn 
chair.

Hawkins GOP groups hosting 
picnic at Laurel Run Park

NASHVILLE – A Rog-
ersville native is one of 
two doctors honored by 
the Tennessee Medical 
Association with its 2019 
Outstanding Physician 
Awards.

The awards were pre-
sented on May 18, 2019, 
during the annual meet-
ing of TMA’s House of 
Delegates, to Dr. Joseph 
Armstrong, MD, of Bris-
tol and Dr. Bob Vegors, 
MD, of Jackson.

Dr. Armstrong is the 
oldest son of the late 
Rhea and Madeline Arm-
strong who owned and 
operated Rod Armstrong 
and Co., Rogersville’s 
leading clothing store, 
for many years.

He graduated from 
Rogersville Elemen-
tary, and in 1971 from 
Rogersville High School 
where he remembers 
such outstanding educa-

tors as Wanda Morrell, 
Ruth Romans and Billy 
Robinette.

He graduated from 
the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, 
in 1974 where he was 
named to Phi Beta Kap-

pa. In 1978, he received 
a doctorate of medicine 
from the University of 
Tennessee in Memphis, 
where he was appoint-
ed to the Alpha Omega 
Alpha Honor Society. He 
then returned to UNC at 

Chapel Hill where he did 
ophthalmology training.

Although he raised his 
family and has practiced 
ophthalmology in Bristol 
since 1983, Dr. Arm-
strong said he “still calls 
Rogersville home.”

He is also a direct 
descendant of his name-
sake, Joseph Rogers, the 
founder of Rogersville.

The Outstanding Phy-
sician Award is present-
ed to TMA member phy-
sicians who, during the 
course of their illustrious 
careers, have made a 
distinctive mark on the 
profession of medicine, 
their colleagues and their 
communities. It is TMA’s 
lifetime achievement 
award, and is presented 
each year at the Annual 
Meeting of TMA’s House 
of Delegates.

Dr. Armstrong one of two 
Outstanding Tennessee 

Physicians for 2019

Dr. Edward Capparelli, Speaker of the Tennessee Med-

ical Association’s House of Delegates (left) with award 

winner Dr. Joseph Armstrong.

Dr. Armstrong is pictured with his wife, Sandy, and other family members after the award ceremony in Franklin on 

May 18.

ROGERSVILLE — Walters State Community College will 
offer popular general election courses at Cherokee High 
School in Hawkins County during fall semester.

The following classes will be offered on the night 
indicated: Early humanities (Monday), Fundamentals of 

Walters State will offer fall night 
classes at Cherokee High
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CHURCH HILL — A Hawkins 
County man was jailed Sat., June 8, 
after he allegedly assaulted his girl-
friend and broke all of the windows 
out of her car with a motorcycle 
helmet.

Hawkins Co. Sheriff’s Deputy Eric 
Pease responded shortly after 6 p.m. 
on that date to a location in the 700 
block of Webster Valley Road to 
investigate an assault complaint.

On arrival, Pease said, he came in 
contact with Michael Wayne Gibson, 
28, of Church Hill, and a female who 
were standing in the front yard of 

the residence.
The woman, the deputy noted in 

his report, was crying and the “irate” 
Gibson had “blood on his right 
hand”.

According to the woman’s state-
ment, she and Gibson were standing 
“in the middle of the road on Web-
ster Valley and Mr. Gibson got irate 
and tried to strike her with a helmet, 
striking the rear glass (of her vehi-
cle) busting the window”.

When the woman attempted to 
get away from Gibson, he allegedly 
grabbed her by the head and hair, 
“striking her in the face on the left 
side and bit her on the left arm,” the 
report continues.

“I observed what appeared to 
be a bite mark on the left arm and 
redness and blood on the left side of 
(the woman’s) face from the blood 
on Mr. Gibson’s hand,” Pease wrote.

The woman was able to get away 
and fled to another location on Web-
ster Valley where Gibson “showed 
up” and “busted the other windows 
out of the vehicle with the motorcy-
cle helmet which was located in the 
back seat of the vehicle”.

Pease said he asked Gibson why he 
was so irate, “and he stated that ‘she 
shouldn’t be raising hell on me’”.

Gibson was arrested on charges 

Boyfriend busted for assault, breaking 
woman’s car windows with cycle helmet

ROGERSVILLE — A Hawkins County firefighter 
has earned the honorific distinction of MIFireE, a title 
awarded by the Institution of Fire Engineers after meeting 
stringent admission requirements and criteria, including 
academic, professional and fire-service qualifications.

Dustin Housewright, a lifelong Hawkins County resi-
dent, served as Fire Chief for the Town of Surgoinsville 
from 2009-2015. He is currently the chairman of the Haw-
kins Co. Local Emergency Planning Committee, and, in his 
full-time job, serves as a Captain/Paramedic at Eastman’s 
Fire Department.

Membership into the IFE confers the right to use the 
designation of MIFireE.

To meet membership requirements, a rigorous review of 
the applicant’s educational background is conducted, and 
only once one has passed this review can they become an 
IFE member.

The Institution’s objective is to promote, encourage 
and improve the science and practice of fire engineering 
including fire prevention and extinction.

Hawkins firefighter 
earns national 

distinction

Dustin Housewright, MIFireE, NRP, is pictured at the Ten-

nessee Fallen Firefighters Memorial in Bell Buckle.
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