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BY ALLISON F. GOLEY 
STAFF WRITER

“There’s no spares left,” EMA 
Director Jamie Miller said at the 
Jan. 8 public safety committee 
meeting. “As far as a time-pressing 
issue, we’re there.”

As Miller explained, Haw-

kins Co.’s radio communication 
equipment, which is used by law 
enforcement, EMS and fire depart-
ments within the county, has been 
malfunctioning off and on since 
the beginning of November and 
has been completely offline since 
Dec. 18.

Thus, the committee asked 

Miller and Hawkins Co. Mayor Jim 
Lee to form a task force to decide 
between two potential options for 
new communication equipment.

“I was tasked from day one with 
trying to improve our communi-
cations in this county,” Miller told 
the committee. “We obviously 
hadn’t planned for this outage and 

had hoped what we had would 
sustain us until we could get some 
funding. Our current radio situa-
tion endangers the safety of every 
emergency responder in the county 
due to responders not being able to 
hear each other.”

Emergency communica-
tions in Hawkins County

Hawkins Co. has three repeaters 
throughout the county, which are 
placed on mountain tops to repeat 
the radio signals when line of sight 
is blocked. These three sites in-
clude Short Mountain, Town Knob 
and Bays Mountain.

BY ALLISON F. GOLEY 
STAFF WRITER

A twist of fate straight 
out of a storybook led 
a long-lost Schnauzer 

and his owner back together 
after 12 years of separation.

“It’s stories like this that 
make me keep telling people, 
‘never stop looking for your 
lost pet,’” Hawkins Co. Hu-
mane Society Manager San-
dy Behnke told the Review.

Around 2003, Lorrie 
Vaughan got a little, grey 
Schnauzer puppy from a 
friend who bred dogs. The 
puppy, which Vaughan 
named Maximus Achilles, 
had one very distinguish-
able quality because he was 
actually missing half of his 

left ear.
“Maximus’s mother had 

a C-section to deliver her 
puppies,” Behnke explained. 
“During this surgery, the top 
of Maximus’s ear got cut off.”

Vaughan’s and her three 
daughters naturally doted on 
Maximus. One of her daugh-
ters, Jaidynn Johnson, who 
was only around three years 
old when Maximus was lost, 
even called Maximus her 
dog.

“In all of the old pictures 

we have of him, he is with 
Jaidynn,” Vaughan said with 
a laugh.

Vaughan explained that 
Maximus was always a “wan-
derer” who actually escaped 
a few times.

“Even animal control of 
Surgoinsville found him 
once before for me,” she 
said.

One winter day, Vaughan’s 
daughters took Maximus 
outside to play in the snow, 
and he ran away again; how-

ever, his owner didn’t find 
him quite so easily this time.

“We looked for him con-
tinuously,” Vaughan said. 
“We went to the place where 
we found him the first time 
on South Zion Hill Road. I 
have to drive that road to 
come to work, so it was a 
constant glance every time to 
see if I ever spotted him.”

After years of looking for 
him, Vaughan naturally 

Somewhere out 
there: long-lost dog 
reunited with owner 
after 12 years apart
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Lorrie Vaughan has several 
old pictures of Maximus 
when he was a puppy. In this 
photo dated 2007, you can 
see that he is missing part of 
his left ear.
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Back Row (l to r): Haleigh Davidson and Sandy Behnke of the Hawkins Co. Humane Society
Front Row (l to r): Lorrie Vaughan (holding Maximus), Katelyn Vaughan, Megan Vaughan (hold-
ing Toby)

A TWIST OF FATE
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ROGERSVILLE — On Jan. 8, 2020, the 
Supreme Court of Tennessee entered an 
order suspending Hawkins County lawyer 
Whitney Suzanne Bailey from the practice of 
law pursuant to Tennessee Supreme Court 
Rule 9, Section 12.2, for a period of two 
years with 45 days active suspension and 
the remainder on probation, and ordered 
payment to the Board for all costs in the 
disciplinary proceeding. During the period 
of probation, Bailey shall obtain an evalua-
tion with the Tennessee Lawyers Assistance 
Program, engage the services of a practice 
monitor, and successfully complete the 
Board of Professional Responsibility’s three 
hour trust accounting workshop.

Bailey admitted to violating the Rules of 
Professional Conduct in four client matters. 
In the first complaint, Bailey abandoned 
her client’s case. In the second complaint, 
Bailey took no action after being retained 
to represent the complainant in a divorce 
action. In the third complaint, Bailey failed 
to file adoption paperwork for the client and 
misled the client regarding the status of her 
case. In the fourth complaint, Bailey was 
held in contempt of court by the Court of 
Criminal Appeals based on her ignoring the 
Court’s prior orders and neglecting cases on 
appeal.

Bailey admitted her conduct violated the 
Rules of Professional Conduct 1.3 (Dili-
gence), 1.4 (Communication), 1.16 (d)(4) 
and (6) (Declining and Terminating Repre-
sentation), and 8.4 (d) (misconduct).

Bailey must comply with the requirements 
of Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9, Sec-
tions 28 and 30.4 regarding the obligations 
and responsibilities of suspended attorneys 
and the procedure for reinstatement.

Hawkins County 
lawyer suspended

BY JIM BELLER
SPORTS EDITOR

CHURCH HILL – Justin Pressley has 
announced he is resigning as Volunteer head 
football coach to take the head coaching po-

sition at Carter High 
School in Knoxville.

“It’s just an oppor-
tunity to be close to 
my family,” Press-
ley said Thursday 
morning. “My dad 
lives nearby and my 
brother lives in Knox-
ville. My wife’s family 
lives close. It’s just a 
chance for us to be in 
a place where we can 
see our family every 

day if we want to and it’s a good opportunity 

RCS beats 
Bulldogs

Volunteer football 
coach Pressley 

resigns

Justin Pressley

Public safety committee considering new Hawkins Co. 
emergency communication equipment after major malfunctions

SEE SAFETY, PAGE 4A
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KINGSPORT — King-
sport Police this week 
announced three arrests in 
a major operation involving 
the seizure of more than 
four pounds of heroin, 
numerous other drugs and 
firearms.

In late 2018, KPD’s Vice 
and Narcotics Unit began 
what would be a lengthy 
investigation into exten-

sive illegal drug trafficking 
allegedly committed by 
Tyrone Lamas Hitchcock, 
34, also known as “Sticks.”

It was learned that Hitch-
cock was living in this area 
under an alias while evad-
ing authorities in Michigan, 
where he was wanted by 
that state’s Department of 

KPD drug busts net more than four pounds of heroin

HitchcockHagoodBradleySEE DRUG, PAGE 4A


