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KINGSPORT — “When all of our kids were 
younger, one of the things we prayed for was 
that they would have a sense of adventure and 
that they would care about missions—not just 
themselves,” said David Limiero. “This is the 
scary answer to that prayer.”

David is the father of 20-year-old Anthony 
Limiero who is currently traveling by unicycle 
from his home in Kingsport to the campus of 
Georgia Technological University in Atlanta 
where he is a student. The journey is a little 
over 300 miles, and Anthony hopes to accom-
plish it in 10 days or less. This is all in an effort 
to raise money for an organization called En-
hance, which provides resources to community 
leaders in Southern Asia to help them provide 
social services and plant churches within their 
particular area.

Surrounded by family and friends to see 
him off, Anthony Limiero left on his unicycle 
from the driveway of his home on the sunny 
afternoon of Thursday, August 1. From there, 
he headed down the Kingsport Greenbelt.

Though taking a long-distance trek atop 
a single wheel is not for everyone, this spirit 
of adventure is common around the Limie-
ro household. In fact, Anthony Limiero just 
recently returned from a five-month stay in 
Santiago, Chile where he volunteered with an 
organization called Globalscope to develop a re-
ligious community geared towards college-aged 
Chileans. His sister, Carissa Albritton also trav-
eled to China at age 14 to work as a missionary.

One man
Anthony Limiero is originally from Bakers-

field, California, and just moved to Kingsport 
alongside his family a year and a half ago. He is 

One man, one wheel, one goal, 
and 300 miles of open road 
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Anthony Limiero and his grandfather (not pictured) custom-built many parts of 

Anthony’s unicycle.

ROGERSVILLE — Hawkins Co. 
Commissioner Michael Herrell, 
who is Chairman of the Commis-
sion, extended an invitation to all 
members of the Commission, the 
Hawkins Co. Fireman’s Associ-
ation and all Hawkins Co. Fire 
Departments to attend a voluntary 
meeting last Monday evening.

The July 29, 2019, meeting 
served as an informational ses-
sion for members of the local fire 
departments and the Fireman’s 
Association to share updates with 
the Commission and discuss their 
respective organizations.

“There’s a rumor going around 
that we’re here to make cuts to the 

fire departments,” Herrell said at 
the beginning of the meeting. “I just 
want you to understand that we’re 
not here to cut any fire department. 
We’re just here because I had some 
questions about what the Fireman’s 
Association does and how they 
represent the fire departments in 
Hawkins County.”

Representatives from the 
following fire departments were 
in attendance: Lakeview, Goshen 
Valley, Striggersville, Clinch Valley, 
Rogersville, Carters Valley, Stanley 
Valley, Persia and Bulls Gap. The 
Hawkins Co. Emergency Response 
Team was also represented.

What does the Fireman’s 
Association do?

“The Fireman’s Association 
meets every other month,” said 
Hawkins Co. Fireman’s Association 
President and Lakeview VFD Chief 
Jim Klepper. “All the chiefs and 
assistant chiefs come together and 
discuss what happened in their 
departments in the time before the 
meeting.”

All eight county volunteer fire 
departments are part of the associ-
ation, as are four paid city depart-
ments and one hazmat team.

Numerous surrounding counties 
also have similar associations.

The association offers centralized 

training, and they also are broken 
into smaller committees such as 
the Boundaries Committee and the 
Communications Committee. How-
ever, each fire department must 
apply for grants on an individual 
basis rather than having this done 
through the Fireman’s Association.

“One of the biggest parts of 
the association — today, with the 
limited number of volunteers that 
we have, we have to have automatic 
mutual aid,” said Mark Bowery, 
who is the regional director for 
VFIS Insurance that provides insur-
ance to the Fireman’s Association. 

Firemen tell Commission much of their equipment is old, substandard
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Mark Bowery stands to the left 

of Jim Klepper as they describe 

the role of the Fireman’s Asso-

ciation to the Hawkins County 

Commission.
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ROGERSVILLE — On Sunday morn-
ing, July 28, 2019, St. Henry Catholic 
Church, of Rogersville, celebrated its 
55th anniversary and the burning of the 
mortgage from the 2013 addition to the 
building,

Bishop Richard Stika came from Knox-
ville to celebrate with the members of 
St. Henry as did several members of the 
Knights of Columbus. At the end of the 
service, the church eld a mortgage-burn-
ing ceremony during which St. Henry’s 
Father Bart Okere symbolically burned 
the mortgage for the building’s most 
recent addition.

The service concluded with a meal 
catered by Riverfront Bar and Grill.

Though the church members regular-
ly took up an offering for the building 
fund, a recent gift from an anonymous 
donor allowed the church to pay off their 
mortgage.

During the service, nearly every pew 
was full, and a sense of pride could be 
felt among the members of the church.

“What is a local church,” asked Bishop 
Stika during the service. “If you look at 
the environment of a parish, there is so 
much that goes on between Sunday to 
Sunday – the building of community, of 
praying together, of celebrating together, 
of mourning together, and praying for 
each other. The strength of a community 
of faith—that’s what we saw here in this 
historic place called Rogersville.”

“My GPS still does not know where 
this church is,” Stika added with a laugh. 
“But, by your effort, by your witness, and 
by your desire to be Catholic, you don’t 
need a GPS to know about St. Henry’s.”

St. Henry celebrates 
55 years with 

mortgage burning
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Father Bart Okere, the Pastor of St. Henry’s, 

lights the candle to burn the church’s mort-

gage.

BY TOMMY CAMPBELL
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ROGERSVILLE — A mem-
ber of the Rogersville Police 
force is on suspension from 
his job after he was arrested 
Sunday evening for DUI and 
other charges.

A report by the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol said that just 
a few minutes after 10 p.m. 
on Aug. 4, 2019, troopers 
responded to a report of a 
motorcycle accident on East 
Main Street in Rogersville, 
near the intersection of Bu-

rem Road (SR 347).
According to the report, 

Christopher James Funk, 43, 
of Rogersville, was apparent-
ly headed east on the main 
thoroughfare through town 
when his 2016 Harley Da-
vidson ran off the right side 
of the street and overturned 
onto its side.

The driver was still at the 
scene, THP said, and “exhib-
ited signs of impairment”.

Funk “refused to perform 
field sobriety tests or submit 
to a breath and or blood 
test,” the report states. “A 

search warrant was obtained 
by the Tennessee High-
way Patrol for a blood test. 
During the investigation a 
handgun was also discovered 
belonging to the driver.”

Funk, who was not injured 
in the crash, was trans-
ported to the Hawkins Co. 
Jail where he was formal-
ly charged with failure to 
maintain lane, DUI (first), 
violation of implied consent, 
possession of a handgun 
while under the influence, 

Rogersville officer charged with DUI 
after motorcycle accident
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