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SNEEDVILLE — Here are 

the “unofficial and incom-

plete” vote totals from Han-

cock County’s Aug. 6. 2020 
State Primary and County 
General Election.

With all seven precincts 
reporting, a total of 1,132 
persons cast ballots in 
early voting, absentee, or 
on-site voting, according 
to information provided by 

the Hancock Co. Election 
Commission.

In county-level races, 
Assessor of Property Bill 
Seal, who was unopposed in 
that race, won re-election to 
another term, and two new 
faces will take their seats on 
the Hancock Co. Board of 
Education.

In District Two, Jamie 
Stanifer defeated challenger 
Evan W. Seal by a vote of 
165 to 156. Stanifer will re-

place outgoing BOE member 

Carl Reed.
In the District Five race, 

Jerry W. Hopkins won 
re-election in an uncontest-
ed race. Hopins will replace 
outgoing BOE member Jeff 
Stapleton.

On a district level, GOP 
State Senator Frank Niceley 
and State Representative 
Gary W. Hicks, Jr., who 
were unopposed by Repub-

licans or Democrats, both 
won re-election to their 
respective seats.

In the U.S. Senate race, 
Republican Bill Hagerty 
— who was endorsed by 
President Donald Trump 
— carried Hancock County 
with 529 votes, and also 
carried the state, while 
Democrat James Mackler 
led the field in that party’s 
Hancock primary with 20 
votes. Statewide, however, 
Memphis political new-

comer Marquita Bradshaw 
pulled out a victory over her 
Democratic rivals, and will 

face Republican Hagerty in 
the Nov. 3 general election.

In the race to determine 
the new First Congressional 
District of Tennessee mem-

ber of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Republican 
and Kingsport native Diana 
Harshbarger, a pharma-

cist, did not carry the vote 
in Hancock County but 
did pull out a district-level 
win. In the Nov. 3 election, 
Harshbarger will face Dem-

ocrat Blair Walsingham, a 

Hawkins County farmer and 
USAF veteran, who received 
25 votes in Hancock County 
and carried the district in 
Democratic balloting.

Current Congressman Phil 
Roe is retiring and did not 
seek re-election to the U.S. 
House seat.

Tennessee’s First Congres-

sional District includes all of 
Carter, Cocke, Greene, Ham-

blen, Hancock, Hawkins, 

ELECTION 2020: Two new members will take 

seats on Hancock School Board
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SNEEDVILLE — With un-

certainty hanging in the air for 
this year’s football season, the 
Hancock County Indians are 
preparing and anxious to take 
the field.

The team had hoped to 
begin the season with an Aug. 
21 home game vs. Cosby, but 
as of this week’s presstime, it 
appears that the schedule (as 
published elsewhere in this 
issue) could be delayed by two 
weeks or more.

The Indians had a 3-7 record 
last year, with three of the 
losses close heartbreakers. 
Head Coach Brandon Gibbs 
said some of the losses were 
from giving up big plays. “This 
year we’ve got to keep things in 
front of us and not give up big 
plays,” he said.

Gibbs stated that this will be 
the youngest team he’s ever 
coached.

The Indians lost several se-

niors from last season, includ-

ing some of the team’s leaders. 
There are nine freshmen on the 
roster this year, and Gibbs pre-

dicts that three or four of them 
could be starters. The Indians 
return only three starters on 
offense and four on defense.

Gibbs said he has been 
impressed with the freshmen; 
“they are good kids, willing to 
compete.”

Several seniors are poised to 
have outstanding seasons.

Quarterback Devon Blevins 
returns from a rib injury that 
caused him to miss much of 
last season. Coach Gibbs said 
that Blevins is the team’s top 
returning passer, rusher and 
tackler as the starting strong 
safety. Gibbs added that 
Blevins is excited about the 
season, put a lot of work in on 
his own, and is a little faster 
and stronger. Blevins has taken 
on the responsibility of being a 
senior and is trying “to step up 
and be a leader, we are a much 
younger team than last year”.

Blevins added that he thinks 
the Indians may pass more; 
“last year the team could 
power over people, this year 
we’re a younger team. Gibbs 
has noticed the maturity in his 
quarterback, saying, “Devin 
is putting the team on his 
shoulders and has improved as 
a leader”.

Blevins said his goal for 
the team is to return to the 
playoffs.

Gibbs said that Tyler Gibson 
is the team’s top lineman. He 
will play some at guard and 
center. Gibbs said the Gibson 
“is quick off the ball we can get 
a push from him.”

Gabe Turner will be switch-

ing to tailback after spending 
his career at wide receiver. 
Gibbs said that Turner “has 
some speed and can be explo-

sive. He’s a little bigger and 
stronger than last year.” Turner 
knows playing tailback is a big 
responsibility and said one of 
his goals at his new position 
is to “hold on to the ball.” 
Coach Gibbs said that Turner 
has been really dedicated, so 
much that he may have been 
at the stadium even more than 
himself.

Sam Tabler returns from 
injury for his senior season. 
He started as a freshman and 
sophomore but missed several 
games as a junior. He said he is 

“ready to come back stronger 
than ever.”

Cameron Davis started at 
defensive end last year and 
returns for his senior season, 
Coach Gibbs Davis should be 
the team’s top pass rusher.

The defense lost all the start-
ing linebackers to graduation 
Coach Gibbs said that junior 
Jarod Bolden will be the start-
ing middle linebacker, making 
the calls on defense. He was the 
first linebacker off the bench 
last season. The secondary will 
be anchored by strong safety 
Devon Blevins. Gibbs said that 
Blevins is good at filling the 

FOOTBALL: Young 2020 Indians team 
determined, ready to take the field
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SNEEDVILLE — Football Friday 
nights are important events in 
Sneedville.

The stadium is filled at Hancock 
County High School as the com-

munity turns out to support the 
Indians.
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ROGERSVILLE — If you felt an 
odd vibration Sunday morning, or 
heard dishes rattling in cabinets 
around 8:07 a.m., it wasn’t your 
imagination ... it was a 5.1 magnitude 
earthquake that happened along the 
North Carolina-Virginia state line 
about 2.5 miles southeast of Sparta, 
NC, in Alleghany County, or about 
80-90 miles E/NE of Rogersville, ac-

cording to the U.S. Geological Survey.
The quake, which was the strongest 

to occur in North Carolina since a 
5.5 magnitude quake happened near 
Asheville in 1916, was at a depth of 
about two miles.

The moderate quake was the sixth 
in that area in a 25-hour span, the 
USGS said. A series of smaller quakes 
began about 7:05 a.m. on Saturday, 
the strongest of which was a 2.6 
magnitude tremor that struck about 
two miles south of Sparta at 1:57 a.m. 
Sunday.

The quake was felt as far south as 
Augusta, Georgia, and as far north 
as Staunton, Virginia, including by 
residents of Hawkins and Hancock 
counties in NE Tennessee.

Some area residents reported a 
few framed pictures being knocked 
off bedside tables during the tremor, 
which lasted for a few seconds.

The USGS cautioned that after-

shocks are still possible this week in 

Magnitude 5.1 NC 
quake felt in northeast 

Tennessee 
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