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SNEEDVILLE — Establishing a compre-
hensive literacy curriculum at Hancock 
County Elementary School got a boost last 
week, with the presentation of a $6,500 
check from Ballad Health to help with the 
purchase of essential books for the Unit 
Starters program.

Earlier in the year, Principal Brian 
Greene said that he and other faculty 
members attended a conference where 
they heard about a literacy night that an-
other school had participated in.

“I just had an idea that that would be 
something neat for us to have,” Greene 
told those assembled in the school’s gym 
on Friday afternoon. “We took some ideas 
from others and added some of our own.”

Teachers, he said, have been meeting 
for some time to come up with litera-
cy-based activities that they could do in 
their classrooms for Literacy Night that 
would involve both students and their 
parents. Students themselves got involved 
and Greene said that he thinks the campus 

looked “amazing” for the April 5, 2019 
Literacy Night at HCES.

Unique decorations graced the hallways, 
along with special displays and activities in 
classrooms.

Prior to the assembly in the gym, where 
the check was presented, teachers were 
treated to a catered meal in the cafeteria.

Greene said that in recent weeks, school 
personnel have had several conversations 
with people from other school systems 
regarding Unit Starters, a component of 
Teaching Literacy in Tennessee, that lays 
out a comprehensive vision for effective 
literacy instruction across the state.

“We selected a group of teachers to help 
pilot that program, beginning next year 
with the second grade,” he said.

But, one major stumbling block to imple-
menting the program was the lack of funds 
needed to pay for the “multiple books” that 
would be required, he added.

“Lo and behold, Ballad Health came 
along and offered us money — $6,500 — 
for the program that we wanted to start, 

Ballad Health donation helps fund literacy program at HCES
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Pictured left to right are: Phyllis Dossett, Paula Masters and Regina Day, all with Ballad 

Health, and Director of Schools Tony Seal and School Board members David Jones and Jack 

Mullins. Principal Brian Greene is in the background at right.
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TREADWAY — If anyone 
thinks its easy, or cheap, to keep 
a small, rural, all-volunteer fire 
department operating, ready 
to respond day or night to any 
emergency, and finances “in the 
black”, they might want to check 
with Chief Douglas Brown.

Having served as Fire Chief 
of the Treadway Volunteer Fire 
Department for the past eight 
years, Brown says that every day 
brings new challenges as mem-
bers maintain their equipment, 
find time for training, constant-
ly reach out to the community 
for new volunteers, and to raise 
money to finish paying for their 
building and to keep fuel in the 
trucks.

“And we’re going to keep on 
doing what we do because we 
care,” he said. “We care about 
our friends and neighbors, and 
people we don’t even know 
whose houses, farms, businesses 
or even their lives might be in 
danger.”

Brown said he recently 
changed the message on the de-
partment’s sign just a few yards 
down the hill on CR 31.

“It says, ‘If not you, who?’” 
Brown said. “People don’t stop 
to think that we are just a hand-
ful of people here, and a lot of us 
are getting older. We need new 
volunteers, we need younger 
blood, people who are ready, 
willing and able to put in the 
time and effort it takes to train 
and be ready.”

And, he said, being ready 
means being willing to hit the 
ground running in any type of 
weather, no matter if its a mis-

erable, icy, snowy winter’s night 
with temperatures hovering 
near ‘zero’, or the sweltering 
heat and humidity of mid-sum-
mer.

“We’re just trying to be the 
best volunteer fire department 
in northeast Tennessee,” he 
said. “We may be small in num-
bers but we’re big in heart.”

And while the department 
may be located in Treadway, it 
responds whenever called upon 
to other areas of the rugged, 

rural, mountainous county.
“We’re 30 minutes or more 

from some parts of Hancock 
County,” he said. “That’s why its 
so important that all of us fire 
departments help each other 
out.”

The department gets no finan-
cial help from Hancock County, 
so members put in many hours 
of time throughout the year on 
fundraisers.

With only 14 active members 
and 14 auxiliary members, the 

department still manages to 
average eight people who turn 
out for each fire call.

“We apply for any grant that 
we find out about that we quali-
fy for,” Brown said. “Sometimes 
we get lucky, but most of the 
time those grants go elsewhere.”

Two years ago, the depart-
ment received $265,000 in two 
grants — one of which was used 
to purchase a new 3,000-gallon 

TREADWAY VOLUNTEER 

FIRE DEPARTMENT
 Responding to fires and serving up some of the best fish dinners in NE Tennessee

PHOTO BY TOMMY CAMPBELL

Chief Brown is shown with the department’s newest piece of equipment — a 3,000-gallon water tanker that 

is invaluable in carrying water to fires in rural areas that may not be served by public water systems or have 

fire hydrants nearby.
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SNEEDVILLE – The Han-
cock Co. Commission, during a 
Monday night, April 8, meeting, 
learned that the new “Project 95 
Call Center” building is finished 
and that its first six employees 

have begun training in Johnson 
City.

County Mayor Thomas J. Har-
rison, made the announcement 
at the end of the 7 p.m. commis-
sion meeting.

In a related matter, under the 
“new business” portion of the 
commission’s agenda, Harrison 
told commissioners that con-
struction of the center had been 
96% financed with grant funds 
that the county government 
had won. But the grant funds 
require a 4.5% match from local 
funds.

The matching funds, which 
are to be borrowed from Powell 
Valley Electric, total $135,000, 
the mayor told the commission-
ers in asking for a motion to 
approve borrowing the needed 
money.

After some discussion, a 
vote was taken and 15 of the 16 
commissioners present voted in 
favor of the motion to autho-
rized borrowing the needed 
matching funds.

One commissioner passed 
on voting when his name was 
called. Another commissioner 

was absent.
“I am very excited because 

this is the best opportunity 
Hancock County has had for 
job growth in the last 40 years,” 
Mayor Harrison said in De-
cember, when recruiting of call 
center employees began. “This 
will provide good jobs, close to 
home, so our folks don’t have to 
leave the county for work.”

The state of Tennessee offered 
incentives to any company 
willing to open a call center in 

New call center building ready
First employees 
now in training
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SNEEDVILLE — The Mission, 
Hancock County’s drug recovery 
program, located 186 Campbell 
Drive, has a full weekend of ac-
tivities planned as they celebrate 
their grand opening in a new loca-
tion, as well as the establishment 
of a new pregnancy crisis center.

There will be also be a tent 
revival on the grounds on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, April 12-14, 
at 7 p.m. nightly.

On Saturday, April 13, from 
10 a.m. -1 p.m., a free clothing 
give-a-way will be available, with 
the Grand Opening at 2 p.m. for 
The Mission’s new building and 
Hancock County’s only Pregnancy 
Crisis Center in the same location.

The Mission has operated under 
the umbrella of Of One Accord 
Ministry for the last seven years. 
It is Hancock County’s only drug 
recovery program and during it’s 
short existence has sent some 80 
clients to long-term rehab centers 
where they can stay up to one 
year or more to find freedom from 
drugs. Several have returned to 
their families to find jobs and are 
a productive part of society again.

Meetings are weekly on Thurs-
day nights at 6 p.m. A meal is 
included for those attending. 
Attendees sing, hear a speaker, 
and then have individual break-
out sessions to help encourage 
and direct them along their road 
to recovery.

A couple of years ago, the 
building that the ministry rented 
was sold and they couldn’t see a 
solution in site. O’Neil Greene, 
director for The Mission, says God 
has showed up, provided them a 
very nice facility where they are 
opening an additional Pregnancy 
Crisis Center.

This is Hancock County’s first 
Pregnancy Crisis Center and on 
Saturday, there will be lists of 
needs given out, giving those 
attending the opportunity to go 
back to their churches and help 
take up and provide some of these 
essential items.

The Mission 
celebrates Grand 

Opening, new Crisis 
Pregnancy Center

The new location of The Mission, 

drug recovery program, and Han-

cock County’s new Crisis Pregnancy 

Center, at 186 Campbell Drive, in 

Sneedville.
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