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BY ALLISON F. GOLEY
STAFF WRITER

ROGERSVILLE — Haw-
kins County saw Veterans 
Day through the eyes of Cold 
War Veteran Ben McGrew at 
Monday’s downtown event in 
Rogersville.

McGrew is an Air Force 
Veteran who specialized in 
avionics maintenance and is 
now the co-owner of the new 
Rogersville restaurant, Red 
Dog on Main.

His speech laid out the real 
definition of a Veteran, the 
idea of a Veteran commu-
nity and what Veterans Day 
means to him, personally.

There is no ‘I’ in Veteran
“Though I am talking 

in the first person, one of 
the last things in the world 
that is singular is ‘Veteran,’ 
McGrew began. “There is no 
‘I’ in Veteran — it truly is a 
community.”

He then read the legal defi-
nition of the word ‘Veteran,’ 
which reads “a person who 
in active military, naval or 
air service who is discharged 

or released under conditions 
other than ‘dishonorable,’” 
but explained that there is 
much more that defines a 
Veteran than what is within 
that definition.

McGrew told of two Vet-
erans who had particularly 
inspired him: his own father 
and his nephew who is cur-
rently serving in the Army.

McGrew explained that 
his father had served and 
saw combat in WWII as an 
Army Artillery Specialist in 
the South Pacific theater, but 
he rarely talked about his 
time there. In fact, McGrew 
only remembered his father 
telling a singular story from 
his time in service.

“He was in Papua New 
Guinea, and they were in 
contact with the enemy,” he 
said. “One of their casualties 
was attributed to the natives 
who were cannibals.”

McGrew explained that 
he learned to “re-appreciate 
the American service-man” 
through watching his 
nephew’s service. It was also 

THANK YOU, 
VETERANS!
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Cold War Veteran Ben McGrew, who spoke at the downtown 
event in Rogersville on Veterans Day, is an Air Force Veteran who 
specialized in avionics maintenance and is now the co-owner of 
the new Rogersville restaurant, Red Dog on Main.

SEE VETERANS, PAGE 3A
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ROGERSVILLE — Due to a high number 
of disciplinary infractions throughout Haw-
kins Co. Schools, the BOE is considering 
a partnership with the faith-based organi-
zation, I Am for Kids Mentoring Program, 
that would provide mentors for troubled 
students.

The program would be free for the school 
system, would be “implemented and sus-
tained by the faith community,” and would 
recruit and train community members as 
mentors. The mentees would be specifically 
chosen by principals and office staff of the 
respective Hawkins Co. School.

Schools seeing discipline and atten-
dance problems

At November’s BOE meeting, VHS Prin-
cipal, Bobby Wines gave a report on the 
school’s statistics that mentioned students 
have incurred 519 office referrals so far this 
year.

“That does not necessarily mean that 
we’ve had 519 different kids, though,” 
Wines said. “That might be 20 or 30 
75-point meetings, but that’s a heck of a lot 
of referrals for one year, and it’s keeping us 
hopping.”

Increased discipline problems have been 
popping up all across the county, and 
Director of Schools Matt Hixson explained 
that this mentoring program might address 
this issue.

“This is a mentoring program that we 
think very highly of, and it would address 
some of those referrals that Mr. Wines 
showed as well as the data that some of our 
other principals are dealing with,” he said.

Attendance Supervisor Greg Sturgill 
also mentioned that this program could 
help reduce the number of students who 
are chronically absent, which is defined as 
missing 10 percent or more of the school 
year.

According to Sturgill, around 1,000 Haw-
kins Co. students were chronically absent 
last year.

“Research shows that one of the number 
one ways to get students to come to school 
more often is building relationships,” Stur-
gill said. “They need to know that they have 
a loving, caring adult at the school they 
know they can reach out to, and one way 
to establish those relationships is through 
mentorship.”

“You guys know that we have struggled 
in this system to meet the students’ needs, 
and we’ve heard countless data presen-
tations regarding behavior incidents and 
attendance issues,” Hixson added. “I feel 
passionately that we need to do something 
in addition to what we’re doing academical-
ly to reach these students — especially if we 
can do so at low or no cost.”

“You can never go wrong when you men-
tor a child,” BOE Chairman Chris Christian 
added.

What’s it like?
“Every child has two questions: ‘Am I 

Hawkins Co. BOE considers partnership with faith-based mentor program
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Steve Seaton, who is the Executive 
Director of I Am for Kids, explained that 
the faith-based program is designed to 
provide the one-on-one attention that 
troubled kids need.

BY TOMMY CAMPBELL
EDITOR & PUBLISHER

ROGERSVILLE — Questions surrounding 
the Emergency Medical Dispatching certi-
fications of several Hawkins Co. Emergen-
cy Communications District dispatchers 
resulted this week in all staff having to be 
re-certified by an onsite instructor, and a full 
training audit of all staff members, because 
more than half were said to be non-compli-
ant.

That training, and an on-site training 
records audit, will cost the county more than 
$8,000 and could have possible legal ramifi-
cations should questions arise about medical 
calls that were dispatched by a person who 
was non-certified at the time.

At an emergency meeting of the HCECD 
on Sunday afternoon, Nov. 17, 2019, Chair-
man Michael Herrell read aloud an email 
sent at 2:43 p.m., on Friday, Nov. 15, 2019, 
by Dorothy Cave, RPL, NREMT, the EMD 
Program Manager for the Daytona Beach, 

Half of E-911 
dispatchers’ 
certifications 

said to be 
non-compliant
Emergency training, full training 
audit being conducted this week
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ROGERSVILLE — The Hawkins 
Co. Republican Women elected a 
new slate of officers at their No-
vember meeting.

Eloise Edwards will serve as the 
new President of the group, with 
Nancy Davis as Vice President, 
Harriet Leeper again as Secretary, 
and Donna Sharp as Treasurer.

These women were nominated 
by the nominating committee con-
sisting of Chairman Nancy Barker 
and members Janice Reeves and 

Holly Jaynes.
Each slate of officers serves for 

two years.
Laura Pearson has served as the 

group’s President for the past two 
years, Sarah Davis served as Vice 
President, Harriet Leeper served as 
Secretary and Shelia Myers served 
as Treasurer.

The new slate of officers will be 
officially installed at the Hawkins 
Co. Republicans and Hawkins Co. 
Republican Women’s Christmas 
party, which will take place on Dec. 

Hawkins Co. Republican 
Women elect new officers
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The following ladies were recently elected as officers for 
the Hawkins Co. Republican Women, (l to r): President 
Eloise Edwards, Vice President Nancy Davis, secretary 
Harriet Leeper and Treasurer Donna Sharp (not pictured).

KINGSPORT — Kingsport Police Detec-
tives are investigating several instances 
where fraudulent purchases have been made 
at various local business using what appears 
to be cloned copies of actual debit cards.

In each instance, the original debit card 
was still in the victim’s possession at the 
time the fraudulent transaction was com-
pleted.

Two white male adult suspects were cap-
tured on surveillance video during the com-
pletion of one of these transactions. A photo, 
taken from this footage, is included with this 
release, while a short clip of the actual video 

KPD looking to ID 
suspects in cases of cloned 

debit cards

Panthers’ get OT win over Eagles
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