
So long, chief 
Residents of La Center 

came out to support law 
enforcement officers in 

general during a rally 
on Saturday, but there 

was specific support 
for Marc Denny, the 

chief of police for the 
city of La Center who 

recently announced he 
is retiring from his position 

Friday, Jan. 29. Denny 
is relocating to Iowa 

where he is set to serve 
as the chief of police 

for the city of Burlington, 
according to a press 

release from La Center. 
Denny has served as 

the chief of police for La 
Center since 2013. 

Health department 
warns of case rate 
rise after three weeks 
of decline

Inslee 
announces 
new 
reopening 
plans

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Washington state has a new re-
gionalized reopening procedure 
in place for the new year, as Gov. 
Jay Inslee announced a new set of 
metrics and phases in the state’s 
“Healthy Washington” plan.

During a Jan. 5 press confer-
ence, Inslee announced the new 
plan, which will be based on 
eight regions rather than coun-
ty-by-county COVID-19 activity 
as was the case in 2020’s “Safe 
Start Washington” plan.

Currently, “Healthy Wash-
ington” has two phases, with all 
counties beginning in Phase 1 
on Jan. 11. In order to move into 
Phase 2, regions will need to have 
specific trends in both recent 
COVID-19 case rates and admis-
sion rates per 100,000 of popu-
lation decreasing by 10 percent 
in the last two weeks compared 
to the two weeks prior. Intensive 
care unit (ICU) capacity will 
need to be less than 90 percent 
in the region, and COVID-19 test 
positivity rates must be below 10 
percent of those tested.

Regions that move into Phase 
2 are subject to maintaining met-
rics in order to determine wheth-
er or not that can remain in that 
phase. Regions must maintain a 
decreasing or flat recent case rate 
and hospital admission rate, a be-
low 90 percent ICU occupancy, 
and a positivity rate of less than 
10 percent. Should a region fail to 
meet two or more of the metrics, 
it must move back into Phase 1.

In Phase 2 the governor said 

Vaccine priority 
schedule also 
released
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Clark County COVID-19: County 
drops to moderate-risk range

THE REFLECTOR

Clark County saw its 
COVID-19 activity drop out of 
the state’s high-risk level for K-12 
school reopening this past week. 
The county also saw the num-
ber of cases reported climb past 
1,400 in an eight-day period.

Clark County Public Health’s 
Jan. 5 update of the county’s re-
cent case rate showed there were 
324.87 cases per 100,000 popula-
tion in the past 14 days. That rate 
is below the 350 per 100,000 of 
population that statewide guide-
lines determine as the threshold 
between high and moderate-risk 
counties for the purpose of deter-
mining what level of reopening 
of in-person K-12 education is 
advised. School districts in mod-
erate-risk counties are advised to 
focus on bringing both elemen-
tary and middle school students 
into in-person learning.

The drop in case rates may be 
reversed with the next round of 
data, however. There were 1,441 
new COVID-19 cases report-
ed by Public Health from Dec. 
31 to Jan. 8, more than double 
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A graph showing the 
percentages of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Clark 
County, broken up by age 
group. The left bars show the 
percentage of cases, while 
the right bars show the age 
group’s percentage of the 
total Clark County population.
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A graph showing the daily number of confirmed cases of COVID-19, as well as a curve of cumulative 
cases, updated to Jan. 5. The left axis shows the number of new cases per day based on the date of 
testing, while the right shows the cumulative number.
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Inspection 
service rises to 
meet needs 
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Monday, January 18th is  
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

President Ronald Reagan signed the 
holiday into law in 1983, and it was 
first observed three years later.
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