
retelling

Mr. Dassle (Chase Wrightson) performs dentistry work on Mrs. Van Daan (Mackenzie 
Linville)  with the help of Peter Van Daan (Luke Henrikson) during a dress rehearsal for “The 
Diary of Anne Frank” at Battle Ground High School.  The Battle Ground High School Drama 
Club will undertake the tough task of retelling one of history’s most tragic stories this week. 
See full story and show details on A2.
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See SCHOOL on Page A7Larch hit with discrimination lawsuit

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

An employee of Larch Cor-
rections Center is suing the state 
Department of Corrections on 

allegations of discrimination 
among other charges, according 
to a complaint filed with Clark 
County Superior Court in late 
October.

A complaint filed Oct. 23 al-
leges that Sidney Clark, an Af-
rican-American, received “dis-
parate treatment and a hostile 
work environment because of his 
race.” It goes on further to allege 
that Clark was subject to retalia-
tion due to his involvement with 
proceedings seeking to investi-
gate his claims.

According to the complaint, 
Clark has been an employee of 

Larch for close to 20 years. He 
is the most senior of his type 
of counselor and the only Afri-
can-American in that classifica-
tion. The complaint alleges that 
Larch Superintendent Lisa Ol-
iver-Estes, who is white, is “the 
ringleader behind the blatant 
discrimination and retaliation” 
faced by Clark.

According to the lawsuit, 
Clark’s problems began follow-
ing a grievance he filed against 
the Department of Corrections 
for unfair labor practices in July 
2015. As part of a settlement, he 
agreed to withdraw a charge of 

discrimination in exchange for 
Larch removing letters of disci-
pline from his file.

Though Clark honored the 
agreement, Larch management 
reinstated those disciplinary let-
ters, the complaint alleges.

Clark had also tried to re-
port sexual misconduct between 
Larch employees and inmates, 
according to the lawsuit. Follow-
ing his report of the alleged of-
fenses the employees — all white 
women according to the docu-
ment — shot back at Clark with 

Among many other 
things, the lawsuit 
alleges that a 
former inmate was 
recruited to assault 
and threaten the life 
of the man filing the 
complaint 

See LARCH on Page A7
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Ridgefield 
finds $2.2 
million 
property 
for new 
school 

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

The Ridgefield School District 
has its eyes on a new elementary 
school location as the district’s 
board of directors voted to move 
forward with the purchase of 
property on the northeast side of 
the city.

The parcel is about 27 acres 
located next to Claiborne Acres 
off of Northwest 279th Street, 
east of Clark County Fire and 
Rescue’s Northwest 65th Avenue 
station.

District superintendent Na-
than McCann said the district had 
looked at a few different proper-
ties but many had barriers to de-
velopment that the property they 
settled on did not.

“There aren’t a lot of large-
sized pieces of property left that 
are available in Ridgefield,” Mc-
Cann said. The sale cost is listed 
at about $2.2 million accord-
ing to board documents, which 
McCann said would be funded 
through impact fees the district 
collects from new development 
in its boundaries.

The parcel will be the site of 
a new two-story building with 
approximately 70,000 square feet 
serving K-4 students. McCann 
said the new school would take 
the prototype of Union Ridge’s 
“B” building which is only one 
story. The use of an existing de-
sign would save on costs and time 
associated with coming up with a 
new model.

The new school would include 
a life skills suite which would join 
“brand new” similar facilities at 

Building would be 
funded by bond 
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