
Cortes named Battle Ground mayor

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Battle Ground City Councilor 
Adrian Cortes will have a new 
title in city government this year 
after being appointed as mayor by 
fellow councilors Jan. 6.

Cortes is a second-term coun-
cilor, having served from 2012 to 
2015 and then rejoining the coun-
cil in 2018. When he spoke to 
The Reflector Jan. 9, Cortes said 
the appointment was still sinking 
in, noting that even at the Camas 
School District where he works 
as a special education teacher 
co-workers were congratulating 
him on the new title.

Cortes said that after living in 
the area since he was six, he has 
seen the change in the growing 

community, noting proper man-
agement of growth as one of his 
chief priorities.

“People see subdivisions going 
up and they fear the small-town 
feel is being lost,” Cortes said. “I 
want to make sure we never, ever 
lose that.”

Cortes also wished to maintain 
good working relationships with 
other entities, be it the school dis-
trict or the business community.

Focusing on public safety was 
another priority for Cortes, some-
thing voters will have a say on 
in February with a vote on an-
nexation into Clark County Fire 
District 3. Currently, the city con-
tracts with the department, but for 
purposes of long-term planning 
both approved a ballot measure 
that if approved would bring the 
city into the district, resulting in 
an additional property tax levy.

Cortes replaces fellow council-
or Mike Dalesandro who served 
as mayor for 2018 and 2019. At 
the Jan. 6 meeting, council also 

approved the appointment of 
Councilor Philip Johnson as dep-
uty mayor and swore in Shauna 
Walters, who won the seat vacat-
ed by former councilor Stephen 
Phelps, who did not seek another 
term in the 2019 election. 

“I think that we’re going to 
be able to do some really, really 
great things,” Cortes said. “We’re 
not going to agree on everything 
in terms of every issue that comes 
before us, but that’s OK … We 
need vigorous debate.”

Cortes said that the council 
currently has several past mayors, 
including Johnson, Dalesandro 
and councilor Shane Bowman, 
that he could turn to for advice 
while becoming accustomed to 
the new role.

Dalesandro’s second year in 
office was marked with contro-
versy over the city’s stance on 
gun control legislation after Bat-
tle Ground did not pass a reso-
lution proclaiming itself a Sec-
ond Amendment sanctuary city. 

Dalesandro took heat, especially 
from Patriot Prayer Founder Joey 
Gibson, who had filed a tort claim 
against the mayor in Novem-
ber over allegations that being 
blocked from the mayor’s person-
al Facebook page was unconstitu-
tional censorship.

Cortes intended to take any 
negative feelings in stride, saying 
it came with the territory of being 
in elected office.

“I don’t care who you are, how 
well liked you are, you’re going to 

Johnson named 
deputy mayor, 
councilor Walters 
sworn in
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The Washington state Legis-
lature re-convened this week as 
a full government body, starting 
off the 2020 legislative session. 
The Reflector sent out a list of 
questions to local lawmakers to 
get an idea of what their goals 
are and how they plan to address 
locally-pertinent issues.

17th Legislative District
Sen. Lynda Wilson,  
R-Vancouver

Committees: Financial Insti-
tutions, Economic Development 

and Trade, (on which she’s the 
Republican leader), Law and 
Justice, Ways and Means (oper-
ating and capital budgets)

 
What are your top 

priorities this session? 
Are you planning on 
sponsoring any specif-
ic bills?

Some of my prior-
ities are new things 
I’ve worked on in the 
“interim” period since 
the 2019 session, and some are 
proposals I’ve been advocating 
over the past couple of years — 
because it can take time to build 

support within the Legislature.
SB 5149 would change state 

law to allow the use of electron-
ic monitoring with victim no-

tification technology. 
It’s a way for domestic 
violence victims with 
a protection order to 
be alerted in real time 
when their abuser gets 
closer than allowed. 
We will never know 
for sure if the tragic 
story of Tiffany Hill, 

the young Clark County mother 
whose estranged husband killed 
her recently, could have turned 

Legislators answer questions ahead of 60-day session
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From left, Judge Darvin Zimmerman swears in new Ridgefield City 
Council members Dana Ziemer, Jennifer Lindsay, Sandra Day, Rob 
Aichele and Lee Wells during the Jan. 9 council meeting.

Ridgefield councilors, 
officers sworn in

THE REFLECTOR

The Ridgefield City Council 
swore in its newest members Jan. 
9, with the city hailing the 2020 
group as younger and with the 
most women it has ever had.

During the Jan. 9 meeting, 
new councilors Dana Ziemer and 
Rob Aichele took their first oaths 
of office, while incumbent coun-
cilors Jennifer Lindsay and San-
dra Day as well as mayor pro-tem 
Lee Wells were similarly sworn 
in following successful elections 
in 2019.

The city announced following 
the swearing-in that council “is 
now younger and has better rep-
resentation for women and young 
families than ever before.”

“It’s exciting to see this coun-

cil getting even more representa-
tive of the city we all love,” May-
or Don Stose stated in a release 
from the city. 

He recognized that having a 
good mix of representation on 

Three women  
serve on council  
for the first time in  
the city’s history

Local lawmakers 
head to Olympia

Lynda Wilson
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Battle Ground Mayor Adrian Cortes takes the oath of office following 
his appointment by fellow councilors to the position Jan. 6.

Former NASA  
employee turns 105 
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