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‘Snapshots’ of Battle Ground complete
Decade-long mural project sees final scene installed this month

PHOTO BY MARY BROTEN

Artist Kara Krieger-McGhee applies
artists’ acrylic polymer to the wall to
hold her painting in place for years
to come on Andersen Dairy in Battle
Ground Aug 3. Krieger-KriegerMcGhee said her favorite part of
the project is being able to finish it,
and looks forward to what’s next.

Fugitive
arrested
in Yacolt
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com
An art project in downtown Battle
Ground more than a decade in the making is ﬁnally complete, more or less.
On Aug. 3 local artist Kara Krieger-McGhee installed the ﬁnal parts of a
“Snapshots in Time” collection of scenes
from Battle Ground’s history. The project has hit a few snags since starting in
2008, though now the work showing
scenes from different aspects of the city’s
past is complete enough for the artist be-

hind it to call it ﬁnished.
The ﬁnal panel of the mural to be installed featured the Battle Ground Rose
Parade ﬂoat, an institution that has been
a part of the city nearly as long as it has
been an ofﬁcial municipality after being
incorporated in 1951.
Part of the protracted process of
the project had to do with the entities
who supported it disappearing over
the years, Krieger-McGhee explained.
The Old Town Battle Ground Association and the Battle Ground Chamber of
Commerce have both folded in the time

since the project began.
Krieger-McGhee, a former education
instructor, began her art career in earnest
around 2000. She said during her past
career she would pass the dairy on her
way to work, thinking that the side of the
building could make for a good spot to
put some art.
Krieger-McGhee had connected with
members of the Old Town Battle Ground
Association, beginning work in September
2008, according to a past article in The
See SNAPSHOTS on Page A8

Battle Ground eyes 2020
fire district annexation vote
Approval would
increase property
taxes, allow for
service levels to
remain the same
THE REFLECTOR
The city of Battle Ground
will likely ask voters to approve a potential annexation
into Clark County Fire District
3 on the February 2020 special
election ballot.
The city sent out a news
release indicating that both it
and the fire district had preliminarily agreed to see an
annexation vote appear on the
ballot next year. Currently, the
city contracts with the fire district for its services, with pay-

ment on the contract making
up the lion’s share of the property tax levy that residents pay.
The release noted that at the
current rate the contract would
exceed the revenues the city
collects with its levy by 2021.
Continuing on the current path
would mean services levels
would decrease.
“This partnership benefits
both city and fire district residents,” Fire District 3 Chief
Scott Sorenson stated in the
release. “We have increased
staffing, replaced apparatus,
and improved our training,
paramedic and fire risk reduction programs. Less revenue
means we would lose some
of these partnership benefits,
which is why a contractual relationship has risks. Contractual relationships in the fire

service, by their very nature,
are temporary and unstable.”
In an email to The Reflector, Battle Ground City Manager Erin Erdman said that
council and fire district commissioners had a workshop in
June where they discussed the
potential for annexation. She
said that council would vote on
putting the measure on the ballot in October, with two public
hearings preceding the vote.
Should council approve a
vote to appear on the ballot,
both city residents and those
currently living in Fire District
3’s jurisdiction would be able
to approve or deny the annexation.
The city release noted that
Battle Ground is the only city
in Clark County that contracts
for fire service and isn’t a part

of a district. Should annexation go through, the rate residents pay would be about $1.30
per $1,000 of assessed value.
With annexation there was
the potential for a decrease in
the current city levy which is
at $1.37 per $1,000, according
to the Clark County Assessor’s
Office website. Annexation
would allow residents to have
a say in fire district matters,
voting on commissioners and
thus having control over how
the district operates.
“Battle Ground residents
want quality fire and emergency medical services as we
grow,” Erdman stated. “Residents believe fire and EMS
are essential to the well-being
of our community, which was
a key focus area in our recent
community visioning process.”

Cater faces charges
of kidnapping,
assault
THE REFLECTOR
Members of the Clark County
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce, U.S. Marshall’s
Paciﬁc Northwest Violent Offender Task Force and the Southwest Washington Regional SWAT
Team worked together to arrest a
fugitive facing charges of kidnapping and assault Sunday.
Jacob Cater, 36, was arrested
at a residence in Yacolt that day,
according to the county, and is
facing charges of ﬁrst-degree kidnapping, second-degree assault
and unlawful possession of a ﬁrearm. The charges stemmed from
a domestic violence incident that
occurred in Clark County on or
about Aug. 1.
Cater was scheduled for a ﬁrst
appearance Monday morning, according to the Clark County jail
roster online. As of Sunday afternoon release the investigation is
still ongoing.
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