
Gun rights candidates 
advance in Battle Ground

Coming together at Kiwanis Park  

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

First-time candidates spurred 
on by pushback against recent-
ly-approved gun control Initia-
tive 1639 are moving onto the 
November general election for 
Battle Ground City Council.

About 24.4% of registered 
Clark County voters took part 
in the primary. Of North Coun-
ty cities, only Battle Ground 
had primary races with three 
or more candidates, with about 
24.5% of voters in the city par-

ticipating. As of press deadline, 
Clark County Elections antici-
pated only about 200 ballots left 
to count with more than 57,000 
already accounted for. 

Battle Ground 
City Council 

For Battle Ground City Coun-
cil Position 3, all three running 
were newcomers, seeking to 
fi ll current councilor Stephen 
Phelps’ seat. Leading the pack in 
that race is Shauna Walters, an 
Army veteran and organizer of 
North County Sons and Daugh-
ters of Liberty. She garnered 
about 49.3% of the vote as of 
press deadline. Coming in sec-
ond is former city parks advisory 
board member Neil Butler with 

about 33% of the vote, while cur-
rent city planning commission 
member Candy Bonneville has 
about 17.1%.

Both Walters and Butler said 
that advancing made them, in a 
word, “excited.” 

Walters pointed to the sup-
port of her campaign volunteers 

as helping her get nearly half of 
the three-way vote.

“I started off just mostly by 
myself, and it kind of grew into 
this amazing group of volun-
teers,” Walters remarked. She 
also pointed to some of the con-
troversy right before the election 
when Councilor Philip Johnson 
fi led a complaint against her for 
violating state campaign fi nance 
laws. To the Public Disclosure 
Commission, she wrote it off as 
honest mistake from a fi rst-time 
political campaigner.

“(The controversy) may have 
pushed some voters in my direc-
tion as well,” Walters said. She 
had previously stated she felt 
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Every year on the fi rst Tues-
day of August National Night Out 
events occur across the United 
States with the goal of fostering 
trust between law enforcement 
and the communities they serve.  

Battle Ground held its cele-
bration at Kiwanis Park with a 
Bicycle Rodeo, tours of police 
vehicles and fi re engines, crafts, 
live music and other kid-friendly 
activities. See more event photos 
on page C6. 

Levies for school, 
EMS approved

Poacher 
sentenced 
to 60 days 
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Late last month a Longview 
man received a two-month sen-
tence for using a hunting dog in 
connection with an investigation 
of an alleged poaching ring that 
operated in Washington and Or-
egon. 

On July 30 Eddy Dills, 59, was 
sentenced in Cowlitz County Dis-
trict Court on a charge of hunt-
ing a cougar with a dog. On top 
of the 60-day sentence, Dills is 
also prohibited from possessing a 
Washington State hunting license 
for life, according to sentencing 
documents.

According to the Longview 
Daily News, Dills entered a 

Eddy Dills held illegal 
hunts at a campsite 
he was in charge 
of in Gifford Pinchot 
National Forest 
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In this photo, Eddy Dills, 
surrounded by hunting dogs, 
stand over a dead bear 
allegedly killed by the suspects 
of a massive poaching ring he 
was a part of. Dills and his family 
were granted special access 
to remote areas of U.S. Forest 
Service land where dozens of 
kill sites were identified through 
the course of a Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
investigation. 

Five-year-old Kenna Moug, a 
Battle Ground resident, rides her 
bike through the Bicycle Rodeo 

safety course with the help of 
Battle Ground Police Lieutenant 
Mike Fort during National Night 

Out at Kiwanis Park Aug.  6. 

Chief of Police Bob Richardson (left) and Fire District 3 Administrative Officer Michelle Eisenbeis work 
together to serve free hot dogs for the National Night Out crowd at Kiwanis Park Aug. 6.

Four-year-old Lacy Hoover 
catches a look at her hopeful 
future while touring a fire truck 
during National Night Out at 
Kiwanis Park Aug. 6. 

Music in the Garden 
Green thumbs to gather 

in Battle Ground for 
fundraiser
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