
CLARK COUNTY CORONAVIRUS:
13 confirmed cases, four deaths

La Center family hopes laughter and joy are contagious 
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This past week, confirmed cas-
es of novel coronavirus grew to 13, 
with four people dying after hospi-
talization for the disease.

As of press deadline Monday 
March 23, Clark County Public 
Health had confirmed 13 cases of 
the disease, four of which came 
over the weekend and one Monday 
morning. Of the new cases, three 
had confirmed contact with some-
one previously diagnosed with the 
disease, though another was under 
investigation to determine if contact 
was made.

Last week also marked the first 
deaths of individuals who were con-
firmed to have novel coronavirus 
in the county. On March 17, Public 
Health announced a couple in their 
80s who were diagnosed a few days 
earlier had died.

Though Clark County Health 
Officer and Public Health Director 
Alan Melnick declined to comment 
on specific medical issues the two 
deceased might have had, he noted 
their age was one of the major factors 
in mortality regarding coronavirus.

“Just being in your 80s itself in 
terms of this illness is a risk factor,” 
Melnick said.

Melnick also declined giving 
a specific number on those under 
quarantine at one of the locations the 
individuals were living — Van Mall, 
an assisted and independent assisted 

living facility — noting privacy con-
cerns. 

“The numbers are fairly small,” 
Melnick said, stating that being in 
“close contact” was an important 
factor — those within 6 feet of the 
infected for 10 or more minutes 
would fit the description of those un-
der watch. He noted all the residents 
of the small adult family home where 
the other resident lived, along with 
staff, were being monitored. 

Unlike earlier cases nationwide 
where COVID-19 came from out-
side the United States, the two cases 
that resulted in death were not caught 
abroad.

“Neither one of them traveled,” 
Melnick said. “I am confident that 
they contracted it within Clark 
County.”

“That’s why I’m saying it’s out 
there, it’s in our community,” Mel-
nick said.

Because respiratory illness is 
common this time of year, Melnick 
said the investigation into potential 
coronavirus cases happened when 
Public Health had confirmation it 
was the type of disease present in 
the community. If a monitored indi-
vidual does not develop symptoms 
within 14 days of last exposure, 
Public Health was confident they 
had not been infected, Melnick said.

Of the two cases in alive individ-
uals currently confirmed by Public 
Health, Melnick said one was hos-
pitalized while the other was not, 
instead isolated at home.

Melnick acknowledged that the 
loss of a couple was especially dev-
astating given the impossibility of 
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Three not-so-little piggies 
were spotted alongside the Pacific 
Highway in La Center Saturday. 
While out on a walk, Teri Le 
Sharp and her son and daughter, 
Michael and Danielle Gawronski, 
huffed, puffed and spread cheer 
across La Center. 

“The costumes are our hazmat 
suits,” Sharp joked. “We have to 
be safe.”

Sharp and her son and daugh-
ter will spend part of their day 
walking around town dressed up 
in inflatable pig suits. 

“We go for walks every day 
because you got to get your exer-
cise,” Sharp said.

Patients who died 
were in age range 
vulnerable to disease

Inslee tells 
residents to 
‘stay home’
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Gov. Jay Inslee hadn’t issued 
any new legal restrictions for 
Washington state residents by 
Monday morning, though he did 
strongly urge everyone to “stay 
home” during a Friday press con-
ference unless it is truly neces-
sary to go out.

He said additional directives 
could be coming. 

Inslee’s address March 20 both 
reiterated the importance of prac-
ticing social distancing in light of 
the novel coronavirus outbreak 
and also shared some data that 
showed signs statewide directives 
were having an effect. Though he 
said the “vast, vast majority” of 
people in Washington were fol-
lowing the orders limiting gath-
erings and shuttering some busi-
nesses where close contact can 
occur such as restaurants, “We are 
still seeing people behaving as if 
this virus is not a mortal threat in 
this state,” the governor said.  

“If anyone is living a normal 
life today, you’re not doing what 
we need to do — for you to do 
— if we are going to save lives in 
this state,” Inslee said.

The governor recounted a con-
versation he had with someone 
who said their 18-year-old son 
was not taking the directives se-
riously, instead meeting up with 
friends in public.

“If you’re seeing an 18-year-
old doing that, tell them they’re 
going to get cut out of the will if 
they don’t behave,” Inslee said. 
“If they don’t respect that, tell 
them they’re going to hear from 
the governor.”

Close to 2,000 
confirmed 
coronavirus cases    
in Washington
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Shelves that held paper products were bare at a WinCo in 
Brush Prairie March 16, similar to shelves across Clark County as 
confirmed cases of novel coronavirus rose to 10 last week.

CLARK COUNTY CORONAVIRUS CASE LIST             
AS OF MONDAY, MARCH 23: 

Man in his 70s. No known contact with a confirmed case. Died March 17.
Man in his 80s. No known contact with a confirmed case. Died March 16.
Woman in her 80s. No known contact with a confirmed case. Died 
March 16.
Woman in her 40s. Close contact of a confirmed case in Oregon. 
Woman in her 60s. No known contact with a confirmed case. 
 Man in his   70s. No known contact with a confirmed case. 
Woman in her 80s. Close contact of a confirmed case in Clark County. 
Woman in her 40s. No known contact with a confirmed case. 
Man in his 80s. Public Health investigating whether known contact with a 
confirmed case.
Man in his 70s. Close contact of a confirmed case in Clark County. 
Recovering at home.
Man in his 50s. He had close contact with a confirmed case in Clark County 
and was quarantined. Recovering at home.
Man in his 80s. Was hospitalized and tested for COVID-19 last week. Died 
March 18.
Woman in her 30s. No known contact with a confirmed case. She is 
currently hospitalized.

List from Clark County Public Health
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Michael and Danielle Gawronski stand with their mom Teri Le Sharp (middle). The trio spreads cheer 
across La Center while dressed up as pigs.

Great outdoors 
offers respite in 
uncertain times 
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