
Teachers from Battle Ground, Hockinson and 
Ridgefield hit the streets last week, clad in red and 

fashioned with signs. All three school districts and 
the unions representing the teachers that work for 
them failed to reach a salary agreement before 

the scheduled first day of school. Negotiations 
continued through the rest of the week, leading to 

the cancelation of the first three days of school.  
Full story on A2. 

Bridging the gap 
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

The Portland metro business 
community on both sides of the 
river is trying to send a mes-
sage to Oregon lawmakers that 
a replacement of the Interstate 5 
bridge is a big concern.

The Business Leaders Re-
gional Transportation Summit 
was hosted in Portland Aug. 28.  
It featured more than 150 offi-
cials in government, business 
and other organizations, includ-
ing many representing Wash-
ington interests. The event was 
hosted at the Red Lion hotel on 
Hayden Island, overlooking the 
bridge span in question.

The summit was a joint effort 
by Identity Clark County, the 
Columbia Corridor Association 

and the Southwest Washington 
Freight and Commerce Task 
Force. Identity Clark County 
President Ron Arp said his or-
ganization’s “number one prior-
ity” was replacement of the I-5 
bridge, with the summit provid-
ing a way to spearhead cooper-
ation in meeting that end.

“We should be cooperating 
as a region anyway and on all 
topics, but on this one in partic-
ular we have to work together, 
two states, side by side, dealing 

with this challenge,” Arp said.

The data
The summit featured three 

presentations designed to paint a 
picture of the state of congestion 
on the I-5 corridor. 

Angela Salerno of transporta-
tion analytics company INRIX 
presented a data-driven look at 
the issue through a “congestion 
index” of Portland.

Of the 1,360 cities analyzed 
worldwide, Portland ranks 40th 
in terms of congestion; in the 
United States, the city ranked 
12th. This was an increase from 
2017 where the city was 47th and 

Summit seeks 
Oregon buy-in on I-5 
bridge replacement

Short line 
development: 
citizens mount 
opposition, 
committee 
wants to 
expand 

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

A large contingent of people 
at a recent open house for indus-
trial development along the Che-
latchie Prairie Railroad voiced 
their opposition to what the Clark 
County Council considers a route 
to economic independence from 
Portland.

Of the more than 100 people 
who were at Hockinson High 
School Aug. 30 for a presentation 
and question-answering session, 
most hands went up for “op-
posed” when Clark County Com-
munity Planning Director Oliver 
Orjiako asked for a show of feel-
ings among the crowd.

The open house was hosted 
to provide an update on recent 
progress the county has made 
implementing 2017’s ESB 5517, 
legislation that allows for indus-
trial development along short-line 
railroads in Clark and Okanogan 
counties. Clark County has one 
such line, the Chelatchie Prairie 
Railroad.

The county has been working 
on implementation for nearly a 
year, now in a stage where a list 
of permitted industry has been 
drafted by an advisory committee 
made up of several stakeholders. 

Information handed out at the 
open house showed more than 60 
uses that were either outright per-
mitted or would be allowed with 

Rail use open house 
brings out concerned 
citizens; committee 
wants to expand 
overlay by 3,800 
acres 
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Battle Ground

Area non-profit  
helps dogs run free 

— C4

THIS WEEK’S CONTENTS

VITALS  ..........................................A4

SPORTS  ........................................ B1

LEGALS  ........................................ B3

CLASSIFIEDS  ................................ B6

EVERYTHING ON WHEELS  .............C1

HORSE CORRAL ........................... C3

COMPANION PETS ....................... C4

OPINION ..................................... C5

CALENDAR .................................. C6

PARADE OF HOMES ......................C7

OKTOBERFEST .............................C10

The Reflector
208 SE 1st St., Battle Ground WA 98604

50¢

The Newspaper with Integrity Since 1909 • TheReflector.com • Serving North Clark and South Cowlitz Counties

September 5, 2018

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

BATTLE GROUND, WA
PERMIT #1

CHANGE 
SERVICE  

REQUESTED

See SHORT LINE on Page A8

See GAP on Page A8

TheReflector

For more information, contact: Ashley King, StreamTeam 
Program Coordinator at 360-992-8585 • StreamTeam@clarkpud.com

STARTS THIS MONTH!

Join us - starts this month! Apply today at ClarkPublicUtilities.com.

  Stream
                   Steward

Be a The free volunteer program includes educational workshops about the local environment 
and leadership opportunities. Volunteers completing the program help plant trees, survey 
and remove invasive weeds, provide education and outreach in the community, and do 
meaningful work with like-minded people of all ages for years to come.
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Serving you for over 50 years! –  FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

www.points.com

EXPRESS LUBEEXPRESS LUBE

510 W. Main Street, Battle Ground • (360) 687-5131 • Monday-Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-5

FREE car wash with each oil changeFREE car wash with each oil change
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