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Five and a half minutes is 
about how long it takes to micro-
wave a pot pie or listen to Billy 
Joel’s “Piano Man” once through. 
It’s also how long the intense 
shaking from the Cascadia Earth-
quake — often referred to simply 
as “The Big One” — is expected 
to last.  

Nearly nine years ago, a mag-
nitude 9 earthquake shook the 
northeastern corner of Japan for 
close to six full minutes. The 
March 11, 2011, earthquake with 
an epicenter near Tohoku de-
stroyed more than 120,000 build-
ings and, according to Japan’s 
Reconstruction Agency, caused 
an estimated $199 billion dollars 
of damage, making it the most ex-
pensive natural disaster in world 
history. 

Experts say a similar earth-
quake is “overdue” and should be 

expected to hit the Pacifi c North-
west within the next century, if 
not sooner.

Researchers from regional uni-
versities, geotechnical engineers 
and emergency response agencies 
expect the earthquake to wreak 
havoc when it hits, bringing about 
the collapse of roads and bridges 
and rendering electricity and wa-
ter infrastructure useless. 

While some effects from nat-
ural disasters are unavoidable, 
experts are growing increasing-
ly concerned about the lack of 
preparation by both governing 
bodies and individuals.  

A ticking subduction zone 
The Pacifi c Northwest sits on 

the Cascadia Subduction Zone, 
which stretches from the north 
end of Vancouver Island in Brit-
ish Columbia to Cape Mendoci-
no, California, a distance of 620 
miles. Cascadia is the meeting 
point of the smaller Juan de Fuca 

plate and the large North Amer-
ican plate. As the two tectonic 
plates converge, one is forced un-
der the other.

This causes the oceanic crust 
of the Pacifi c Ocean to move un-
der the continent of North Amer-
ica at a rate of about 40 millime-
ters (1 ½ inches) per year.

The 2011 earthquake in Ja-
pan was due to this same type 
of fault line. 

Alison Pyrch, an associate 
geotechnical engineer at Hart 
Crowser, explained that the deep-
er an earthquake is, the longer 
it causes shaking at the surface. 
The creates a much higher po-
tential for damage. A 30-second 
earthquake usually reaches a 7 or 
higher on the Richter scale, while 
a two-minute quake reaches an 
8 or higher. By four minutes, an 
earthquake is at 9.0.

Along with depth, seismol-
ogists use the size of crustal 

breaks to indicate how power-
ful an earthquake could be. The 
1989 Loma Prieta, California, 
earthquake had a magnitude of 
6.9, enough to cause more than 
$6 billion in damage and kill 63 
people. Loma Prieta sits on one of 
the most well-known and studied 
fault lines in the United States, 
the San Andreas Fault. Accord-
ing to the United States Geologi-
cal Survey, the San Andreas Fault 
is capable of producing an earth-
quake no larger than a magnitude 
8.3 due to its close proximity to 
both the surface (10 to 12 miles 
deep) and the size of crust that 
can break during an earthquake 
on the San Andres. 

More than 40 miles below the 
earth’s crust, the Juan de Fuca 
plate is moving under North 
America and melting into the 
earth. However, around 30 miles 

Pomeroy Farm looks for 
help from community 

 C4

THIS WEEK’S CONTENTS

VITALS  ..........................................A5

CALENDAR ...................................A9

HAPPENINGS ..............................A10

OPINION .................................... A11

LEGALS  ........................................ B1

CLASSIFIEDS  ................................ B6

HEALTH & FITNESS  ........................C1

OUTDOOR LIVING ....................... C3

FAMILY ......................................... C5

The Reflector
208 SE 1st St., Battle Ground WA 98604

50¢

The Newspaper with Integrity Since 1909 • TheReflector.com • Serving North Clark and South Cowlitz Counties

August 28, 2019

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

BATTLE GROUND, WA
PERMIT #1

CHANGE
SERVICE 

REQUESTED

See STRIKE on Page A8

See FIRE on Page A8

See BIG ONE on Page A2

TheReflector

Is Southwest Washington prepared? 

TheTheThe
The Newspaper with Integrity Since 1909 • TheReflector.com • Serving North Clark and South Cowlitz Counties

ReflectoreflectorReflectorR
TheThe

Brush fire near 
fairgrounds brings 
out firefighting 
helicopter

La Center schools set to avoid strike

THE REFLECTOR

A brush fi re along Northeast 
179th Street near the Interstate 5 
interchange brought out multi-
ple agencies, including a Wash-
ington Department of Natural 
Resources helicopter stationed 
in the county for the fi rst time 
this year.

Clark County Fire & Rescue 
reported it responded to a brush 
fi re about an acre in size in the 
2500 block of Northeast 179th 
Street at about 1:30 p.m. Aug. 

20. Though trees, brush and 
grass were on fi re, no structures 
were threatened.

Diffi cult terrain and the re-
mote location of the fi re led 
CCF&R to call for more re-
sources, with fi ve additional 
agencies responding, among 
them Clark County Fire District 
6, Clark County Fire District 3, 
the Vancouver Fire Department, 
Cowlitz County Fire District 1 
and the Washington Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR).

The DNR provided two doz-
en fi refi ghters, two engines and 
a helicopter as part of the re-
sponse. The helicopter, based at 
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Though La Center teachers 
were ready to strike for more pay, 
it appears their union and the La 
Center School District reached a 
tentative contract agreement that 
was set for approval the night be-
fore school starts this week.

On Sunday morning, the dis-
trict announced that it and the 
La Center Education Association 
(LCEA) had reached a tentative 
agreement for teacher contracts. 
The district announcement said 
that details of the contract would 
be released following ratifi cation 
and approval by the district’s 
board of directors Aug. 27.

School for La Center School 
District is set to start Aug. 28.

“We’re thankful to have 
reached a tentative resolution,” 
La Center School District Super-
intendent Dave Holmes said in a 
statement. “We’re now commit-

ted to refocusing and reunifying 
around our shared passion: stu-
dent learning.”

“We will be starting school on 
time Wednesday!” LCEA Presi-
dent Denelle Eiesland said in a 
brief email Monday morning. 

Though she, too, was unable 
to give specifi cs on the con-
tract, she said that teachers were 
“ready and looking forward to 
starting the school year.”

The tentative agreement fol-
lows a tense week for the district 
as the teachers’ union and dis-
trict staff went through negotia-
tions. LCEA had organized ral-
lies prior to bargaining sessions 
during the week and also held a 
root beer fl oat social Aug. 22 at 
Holley Park to talk with the pub-
lic about what was going on.

LCEA had previously vot-
ed 75-1 to strike if a contract it 
found agreeable was not reached 
by the start of the school year. 
LCSD was one of only a few 
Clark County districts not to 
strike in 2018, which Past LCEA 
President Kathy Bounds said was 
partly because of a lack of infor-

mation on the district budget at 
the time they were negotiating 
their contract. This school year, 
the association spent “an inordi-
nate amount of time” analyzing 
the district’s budget, concluding 
that the district had the funds to 
increase their pay.

DNR unit stationed at 
Camp Bonneville for 
fire season this year

Tentative agreement 
reached over the 
weekend
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If people are 
prepared for 

an event and they 
know it’s going to 
happen and they 
are educated, they 
are significantly 
better when it 
comes to handling 
an event. As it is, 
we are not prepared 
simply because our 
society will not be 
bouncing back as 
quickly because 
we depend on all 
those utilities.”

— Alison Pyrch,
Associate geotechnical 

engineer at Hart Crowser
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