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The process of expanding an 

overlay to allow for storage of 

materials from the Yacolt Moun-

tain Mine has caught the attention 

of those living in the area. Their 

complaints over current opera-

tions have led to the Clark County 

Planning Commission denying a 

recommendation for those chang-

es.

The commission voted 5-2 to 

deny the expansion that would 

have increased an existing sur-

face mining overlay to include 

two parcels totalling 140 acres 

south of the current mine, operat-

ed by JL Storedahl & Sons. 

The item for consideration by 

the commission was adjusting 

some language in the county’s 

Comprehensive Growth Manage-

ment Plan and updating its zoning 

map, not actually focused on what 

any planned use would look like. 

On several occasions, both coun-

ty staff and commission mem-

bers reiterated this point, though 

the testimony of 18 citizens and 

volumes of written comments led 

commissioners to deny even the 

first steps toward an expansion of 
the operation.

The county’s staff report had 

recommended the commission 

approve the request which would 

then go to Clark County Council 

for the ultimate OK. County plan-

ner Gary Albrecht explained that 

the proposal fit the criteria.
Storedahl acquired the two 

parcels in 2016, two years after 

then-Clark County Commission-

ers denied a previous expansion 

based on a study. According to 

the county staff report, the com-

pany’s plan was to use the parcels 

for “a temporary storage of top-

soil and pad for staging aggregate 

products,” though the possibility 

of them coming back to expand 

actual mining operations to the 

area in the future would not be 

ruled out.

The bulk of testimony — save 

three at the hearing on behalf of 

Storedahl and one longtime res-

ident — was focused on issues 

with the current operations of the 

mine. Though that testimony was 

not necessarily pertinent to the 

motion on the table, the volume 

and information convinced much 

of the commission to halt even 

putting a new map together.

Testimony

Gary and Marie Ogier were 

the first to testify, residents a 
mile south of the current mine for 

about five years.
Marie Ogier said that she has 

only heard loud noises from ex-

plosions in the last year or two, 

though what she noticed now was 

significant.
“I had a friend sitting next to 

me that lived in a war-torn coun-

try, and you should have seen her 

face when the blast went off. She 

was horrified,” Marie Ogier said. 
“I’ve had roofers on the roof go 

‘what just happened?’ and I said, 

‘look North.’” 

Citizen testimony 
moves county 
planning decision

Herrera Beutler to host  
telephone town hall Wednesday
THE REFLECTOR

The day after she will likely 

have secured a spot in the gen-

eral election, Rep. Jaime Herrera 

Beutler, R-Battle Ground, will 

host a telephone town hall at 5:25 

p.m. Aug. 8.

The congresswoman has in-

vited residents of Washington’s 

Third Congressional District “for 

a conversation about tolling, pro-

tecting Social Security and Medi-

care, allowing families to keep 

more of their paychecks, grow-

ing jobs in Southwest Washing-

ton, and whatever else is on their 

mind,” according to an announce-

ment from her office.  
District residents can sign 

up to receive a call when the 

event kicks off either online at  

herrerabeutler.house.gov/forms/

form/?ID=3247 or by phone at 

360-695-6292. They can also call 

in at any time during the event by 

dialing 1-877-229-8493 and using 

the passcode 116365. 

Battle Ground farmers 

offer sticky flavor 
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Fairgoers take a spin on one of many thrill rides on opening day of the Clark County Fair Aug. 3. See more photos from opening day on Page C8�
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I think 
the rural 

character is at risk 
and that Storedahl 
has not shown any 
level of reciprocity� 
The noise is so loud 
like continuous 
artillery going off 
that it wakes me up 
when it starts, and 
when I’m outside 
it drowns out the 
thrush singing�”

— Charlie Crisafulli
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