
Storedahl seeks 107-acre 
expansion in Yacolt  
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Next week the Clark Coun-
ty Council will consider a pro-
posed expansion of the Yacolt 
Mountain Mine, and the coun-
ty’s planning commission is rec-
ommending they say no.

At their regular meeting Nov. 
27, the county council will con-
sider expanding an existing sur-
face mining overlay by about 
107 acres to the south of the 
current Yacolt Mountain Mine. 
There will be a public hearing 
during the meeting.  

According to a county staff 

report presented during an Aug. 
2 Clark County Planning Com-
mission meeting, JL Storedahl 
& Sons, the owners of the exist-
ing mine and land sought for the 
expansion, had planned to use 
the land under a bigger overlay 
as “a temporary storage of top-
soil and pad for staging aggre-
gate products,” though the pos-
sibility of them coming back to 
expand actual mining operations 
to the area in the future is not 
ruled out.

Testimony at the August 
hearing was decidedly against 
the proposal, as all but one res-
ident who testified spoke in 
opposition. Concerns included 
noise issues and traffic impacts 
as a result of current operations 
which had the potential to in-
crease with potentially more ac-
tivity at the site.

Those who spoke in favor of 

the expansion included officials 
speaking on behalf of Storedahl. 
They argued the need for more 
aggregate resources for develop-
ment in the region.

Ultimately, the planning 
commission voted 5-2 to recom-
mend a denial of the expansion 
to the county council; they open-
ly admit public testimony affect-
ed their recommendation.  

The commission broke with 
the county staff’s report, which 
recommends approval of the ex-
pansion based on several crite-

ria. A document released as part 
of information for the Nov. 27 
meeting notes that the planning 
commission’s own findings were 
that none of the criteria were 
met, which includes consistency 
with county and state Growth 
Management Act policy and po-
tential alternatives to the expan-
sion among others.

Ultimately it will be Clark 
County Council’s decision on 
the matter with the potential for 
a vote on the expansion follow-
ing the hearing.

Opposing 
recommendations: 
planning commission 
urges a no, county 
staff wants approval   

Wildlife Refuge hosts duck hunt for local vets  

IF YOU GO
Public hearing on Yacolt Mountain mine expansion
10 a.m. Nov. 27
In the sixth-floor hearings room of the Clark County Public 
Service Center, 1300 Franklin St., Vancouver

Quiring 
holds  
her lead
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It’s still a week from final 
certification of the 2018 General 
Election results, but in all but one 
race of local 
i mpor t a nce, 
the winners 
are decided. 
Based on the 
last count of 
ballots before 
press deadline, 
every major 
race involving 
local voters was decided except 
for that of Clark County Council 
Chair. 

In the county, nearly 196,000 
ballots were counted for a voter 
turnout of more than 69 percent 
according to unofficial results.

The latest vote count had 
current Clark County Council-
or Eileen Quiring in the lead to 
take on the at-large council chair 
position. The current Republican 
District 4 representative for the 
county had 1,029 votes over her 
competitor, Democrat Eric Holt, 
holding a narrow lead of about 
50.3 percent. Although the elec-
tion results won’t be verified until 
later this month, all ballots have 
been counted. 

But as of press time, neither 
candidate had conceded or de-
clared victory, even though the 
slim lead Quiring has over Holt is 
enough to avoid a state-required 
mandatory recount.

Following the first few sets of 
results, Holt has been focused on 
getting ballots with issues count-
ed — in a Nov. 14 Facebook post 
he said more than 2,500 weren’t 
counted due to signature errors. 
He has stressed a desire not to 

Holt holding out hope 
until all votes counted 

Eileen Quiring

PHOTO BY MARY BROTEN

Darren Wertz, a U.S. Army veteran who served in Vietnam, holds a gun again for the first time since 
his deployment. He was among a group of veterans who took part in a Veterans Day duck hunt at 
the Ridgefield Wildlife Refuge. This is the first year the refuge has hosted a duck hunt on Veterans Day; 
organizers plan to make it a tradition. 
Wertz has lived in Ridgefield for over 30 years and is currently serving his third term on the city council. This 
is the first time he has been duck hunting. 
“Duck hunting is something I’ve always wanted to do but never had the chance,” Wertz said. “Being out 
here is great.”
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