
Sheriff’s office 
makes breakthrough 
in 1980 cold case

Fangs and frightening fun 
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The Clark County Sheriff’s 
Office last week announced a 
breakthrough in a cold case in-
volving skeletal remains discov-
ered in northeast Clark County 
in 1980.

The department is seeking 
more information about the sus-
pected person discovered and 
her family.

The sheriff’s office is seeking 
information regarding Sandra 
Renee “Sandy” Morden and her 
parents, Andrew Bain “Andy” 
Morden and Kathryn Irene 
“Irene” Morden. The department 
has determined that remains dis-
covered along Fly Creek near 
Amboy in 1980 were that of San-
dy Morden, a girl who through 
investigations by the department 
they believe went missing in the 
1970s.

At the time of the discovery 
of the remains, the department 
believed the case to be a homi-

cide. Over the years, attempts 
to gather more information on 
the remains, referred to as the 
Fly Creek Jane Doe before an 
identification could be made, 
proved unsuccessful until 2019, 
when thanks to genetic genea-
logical data and a process called 
DNA phenotyping led to the 
breakthrough, according to the 
sheriff’s office. The department 

enlisted the help of Parabon 
NanoLabs, a Virginia-based 
DNA technology company, to 
perform both types of research. 

A combination of the phe-
notyping process, which used 
DNA to provide the potential 
appearance of the individu-
al whose remains were found, 
and genetic genealogy, which 

Genetic genealogy 
helps second Clark 
County cold case 
this year

Locals attend Main Street Trick-or-Treat in costumes 

Battle Ground 
schools 
nix sex ed 
requirement

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

The Battle Ground Public 
Schools Board of Directors has 
decided to do away with most 
sexual education following com-
munity concerns over the content 
of the curriculum, instead going 
with the state minimum of HIV/
AIDS prevention education.

The board voted 3-2 during 
its Oct. 28 meeting to change 
part of its policy to not teach 
comprehensive sexual educa-
tion, keeping only the HIV/AIDS 
prevention required through the 
Washington State AIDS Omni-
bus Act as well as a fifth-grade 
unit on growth and development. 
Board President Troy McCoy and 
board member Mark Watrin vot-
ed against the change.

At the meeting, more than 40 
members of the public testified, 
with the vast majority speaking 
out against the curriculum. Con-
cerns focused generally on the 
effects of teaching topics such 
as pregnancy prevention, gender 
identity and stereotypes over fear 
it would lead to negative effects 
on students, such as increased 
promiscuity.

Several of those who testified 
claimed that the curriculum was 
influenced by groups outside of 
the Battle Ground community. 
The meeting room featured doz-
ens of individuals wearing teal 
shirts showing their opposition to 
the curriculum proposal.

Shauna Walters, a candidate 
for Battle Ground City Council, 
said she had removed her child 
from the school district three 
years ago over concerns about the 
curriculum proposal.

“These are conversations that 

Backlash over 
‘comprehensive’ 
curriculum steers 
board decision

ABOUT THE  
MORDEN FAMILY 

The Mordens were originally 
from the San Francisco Bay 
area. Andy Morden was a 
Marine Corps veteran of 
the Korean War era and 
worked in the maritime 
trades on tugboats involved 
in the pulp, paper and 
logging industry on the 
Willamette and Columbia 
Rivers. 
Andy and Irene Morden 
divorced in the early 
1970s, with Andy Morden 
assuming custody of 
his daughter. After the 
divorce, Irene Morden 
lived separately at various 
locations in Portland and 
in the Bay Area while Andy 
and Sandy Morden lived in 
Portland and Vancouver. 
Sandy Morden attended 
Binnsmead Middle School 
(now Harrison Park Middle 
School) on Southeast 87th 
Avenue in Portland in 1974 
and 1975, Gaiser Middle 
School on Northeast 99th 
Street in Vancouver in 
1975 and 1976 and Wilson 
High School on Southwest 
Vermont Street in Portland 
in 1976 and 1977. Irene 
Morden died in 1988 in 
San Francisco and Andy 
Morden retired to Ilwaco, 
Washington, where he died 
in 1999. The sheriff’s office 
could not determine Sandy 
Morden’s whereabouts 
between 1977 and 1980.
Information from the Clark 
County Sheriff’s Office

COURTESY PHOTO

An undated photo of Sandra Renee “Sandy” Morden.

PHOTO BY MARY BROTEN

Troy Steigman, owner of Barrel Mountain Brewery, passes out candy with the help of his dog Barley during Main Street Trick-or-Treat in Battle 
Ground Oct. 31. See more photos on page A7.

C-Tran shows love for 
local communities 
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