
Manufacturing Week tour kicks 
off in Southwest Washington

GET DUNKED

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

A bus full of business advo-
cates made a stop in Woodland 
last week to see fi rsthand one of 
the city’s biggest industries, one 
that anyone who fi shes can appre-
ciate.

On Oct. 2, the Association of 
Washington Business began its 
Manufacturing Week statewide 
tour. After starting in Vancou-
ver, a bus branded for the event 
pulled into G. Loomis, a fi shing 
rod manufacturer that has been 
a part of the city for more than 
three decades.

The highlight for those riding 
the bus was touring the factory 
fl oor where the rods were made. 
Though photos weren’t allowed 
on the fl oor, those taking part 
were able to take in the produc-
tion process where hundreds of 
different models are put together.

Visit to fishing rod 
manufacturer 
highlights industry 
niche in Woodland

Ridgefield 
port 
candidates 
talk vision

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

The Port of Ridgefi eld has a 
competitive race for District 2 
commissioner this year as incum-
bent Scott Hughes eyes a third 
term and newcomer David Kelly 
seeks to bring a new perspective.

This year’s District 2 race is 
competitive after Hughes didn’t 
face any formal challenge since 
his fi rst election in 2009. Kelly, 
owner of Windy Hills Winery, 
had previously served on the 
Ridgefi eld School District Board 
of Directors and felt it was time to 
get back into elected offi ce.

“With the port I want to be a 
fresh set of eyes, ears and ideas,” 
Kelly said. 

He added he wants to see an 
actual race in what were usually 
non-competitive elections for the 
port.

Kelly said the port’s dark fi -
ber project was chief among its 
important developments, which 
would see the infrastructure for 
high-speed internet laid in the 
district for a service provider to 
come in and “light” the network 
to make it usable.

Kelly feels the port should be 
more active in recruiting busi-
nesses to its jurisdiction, speak-
ing favorably of the district’s 
work on selling properties in 
the Discovery Ridge area, which 
among other businesses will see 
a grocery store in Rosauers come 
to the city. 

A key difference between the 
candidates is on approaches to 
port-owned waterfront property. 

Challenger wants 
fresh perspective 
while incumbent 
wants to protect 
public investment

La Center coach 
celebrates 150th win

PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

G. Loomis fishing rod engineer Steve Rajeff tests out a model in front of the business during an 
Association of Washington Business Manufacturing Week tour Oct. 2.

Oktoberfest hits 
Northwood in 
Battle Ground
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PHOTO BY CAMERON KAST

Friday night’s 38-21 win over King’s Way Christian marked John Lambert’s 150th win as head coach of the La Center Wildcats. Since 
Lambert started as head coach in 1999, he has led the Wildcats to 18 winning seasons, with an overall record of 150-72. Lambert said his 
favorite part of coaching is the kids he spends time with. Read the full story on page B1.
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