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Plan for Hillhurst gas station halted
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The Ridgefield City Council 
has voted unanimously to make 
changes to its development 
code, one of which puts a stop 
to a potential gas station coming 
in at the corner of Hillhurst and 
Sevier roads.

The council voted to make the 
change during its Oct. 10 meet-
ing. The action changes gas sta-
tions in Commercial Neighbor-
hood Business (CNB) zoned land 
from permitted to not permitted. 

In an interview with The 
Reflector following the vote, 
Ridgefield Mayor Don Stose 
said that it was community feed-
back that led to the decision.

“We had an overwhelming 
response from the citizens of 
Ridgefield that they did not want 
neighborhood fueling stations,” 
Stose said. “This council want-
ed to send a message to those 
constituents that we heard them 
loud and clear and we wanted 
to make changes as fast as we 
could legally do that.”

Stose mentioned a commu-
nity forum in August with more 
than 100 in attendance where no 
one testified in favor of the gas 
station. In July, the city council 
had put a six-month temporary 
moratorium on fuel station proj-

ects in CNB zones, hosting a 
public hearing also in August 
where those who testified were 
against the development.

The code change was spurred 
on by the Hillhurst and Sevier 
development, which didn’t al-
ways include a gas station. In 
2016, a site plan application was 
submitted and eventually ap-
proved that featured three build-
ings on the property — two as 
retail or restaurant spaces and 
another with ground-floor retail 
and second-floor office space, 
according to a staff report.

In June 2019, a new appli-
cant contacted the city looking 
to have one of the original-
ly-proposed buildings become 
a gas station, according to the 
staff report, and through the 

pre-application process the city 
council became aware of the 
development. The council ex-
pressed concerns that a gas sta-
tion “might not be compatible 
with the vision and intent” of 
the CNB zoning, the staff report 
read.

Stose said that the developer 
has dropped pursuing a gas sta-
tion on the site given it can’t put 
one in due to the new code. 

“I believe it was a wake-up 
call for the property owner,” 
Stose said, adding that the de-
veloper is planning to go ahead 
with building what was initially 
permitted in 2016. As of his in-
terview with The Reflector, the 
mayor said he wasn’t aware of 
any specific businesses lined up 
for the buildings.

Change to city 
development code 
follows neighborhood 
outcry

Car tab 
initiative 
could hit 
city street 
maintenanceSteele gets 100th win
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Some North County city offi-
cials are eyeing an initiative on 
the November ballot that could 
mean hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in funding for street main-
tenance projects would go away 
should it pass.

Initiative 976 would affect 
state and local transportation 
funding. Among other changes, 
it would limit the annual vehicle 
registration renewal — the “car 
tabs” — to be capped at $30 ex-
cept for voter-approved charges. 
This would eliminate the ability 
for municipalities to impose their 
own car tab fees, which in North 
County both Battle Ground and 
Ridgefield do to fund road pres-
ervation projects.

Battle Ground has had a $20 
additional car tab fee in effect 
since 2015 following the forma-
tion of a Transportation Benefit 
District (TBD) the year prior. 

Battle Ground Public Works 
Director Mark Herceg said the 
aim for having a dedicated fund is 
for road maintenance in the city.

Funding through the car tabs 
has increased every year since 
the fee went into effect July 1, 
2015, with projections from the 
city anticipating about $290,000 
to be collected this year. The 
money funds projects such as 
chipsealing and microsurfacing 
of city roads, though Herceg 
noted the funds can also be used 
to match grants, allowing for a 
greater impact. 

Battle Ground, 
Ridgefield fund  
projects with fee  
that I-976 would 
eliminate
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Hockinson players douse Head Coach Rick Steele to  
celebrate his 100th win with the program last Friday in Longview.

See the full story on B1  

Clark County 
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WE’VE UPGRADED & REMODELED OUR

FUEL PUMPS 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR 
CREDIT 
CARDS

    NOW AVAILABLE -
•RED DYE DIESEL FOR OFF-ROAD
• NON-ETHANOL PREMIUM GAS

OPEN 24 
HOURS

Find something for everyone
See page C7  

for our
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fall bazaars�  
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