
Demonstrators protest against child sex trafficking
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Motorists going through Bat-
tle Ground’s busiest intersection 
Saturday afternoon may have 
caught a glimpse of people wav-
ing American flags and signs 
decrying child sex trafficking, 
as a few dozen individuals came 
together to demonstrate against 
an issue they believe should be 
at the forefront of community 
conversations.

The demonstrators gathered 
on the corners of State Route 503 
and Main Street to protest, the 
first of its kind in Battle Ground. 
The demonstration was orga-
nized by Vancouver resident Bob-
by Long, who cited his own ties 
to North County as the reason to 
pick the city for the event.

Issues of child abuse have 
been a focus of Long’s for a few 
years, in part driven from his own 
childhood experiences, he said. 
Recent nationwide attention on 
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Battle Ground Public Schools’ Board of 
Directors voted to temporarily cut more than 
100 staff Friday due to the district’s start with 
remote learning this school year.

The board voted unanimously during a spe-
cial meeting Aug. 28 for the furlough of 107 of 
its classified staff. The cuts include 73 Special 
Education Assistant (SEA) positions and 28 
crossing guards, as well as a handful of pre-
school and community education positions.

BGPS Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources Shelly Whitten said the decision 
was based on the district’s need as it employs a 
remote learning model in accordance with state 
guidelines as part of Washington’s COVID-19 
pandemic response. Regarding why specific 
positions were cut, Whitten said the SEAs usu-
ally help students with physical or behavioral 
needs in the building, but with buildings closed 
the need wasn’t there. She said that some of the 
SEAs could be brought back to work based on 
decisions from students’ individual education 
plans.

The crossing guard positions were cut due 
to not having students walking to and from 
school. With buildings closed the district’s 
community education opportunities have also 
reduced.

Whitten said that furloughed employees 
would be able to receive assistance from 
the state Employment Security Department 
while they were out of work. She said any 
furloughed employee who was eligible for 
benefits on Feb. 29 when Washington State 
was declared in a state of emergency would 
remain eligible while out of work until the 
declaration is removed.

“Certainly it breaks our heart to have 107 
employees that we’re talking about today, but 
due to COVID and being in remote learning, 
we just don’t see that we have any (other) op-
tion,” Whitten remarked.

Though the cuts were made by need, 
Whitten acknowledged that the district’s fi-
nancial outlook could potentially lead to the 
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The Washington State De-
partment of Health is continu-
ing to recommend testing for 
COVID-19 for those who have 
been in close contact with con-
firmed cases even if they do not 
have symptoms, going against 
new Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention guidance that 
does not support asymptomatic 
tests.

The Department of Health an-
nounced Aug. 26 that its guidance 
on COVID-19 testing had not 
changed, maintaining that those 
who had close contact with a 
confirmed case get tested, along-
side anyone who had disease 
symptoms. The announcement 
comes after the CDC changed its 
guidance Aug. 24 on its website, 
stating that those who had close 
contact with a case “do not nec-
essarily need a test unless you are 
a vulnerable individual or your 
health care provider or State or 
local public health officials rec-
ommend you take one.”

Alongside the testing recom-
mendation, the state health de-
partment also reiterated that close 
contacts should self-quarantine 
for 14 days after the last expo-
sure “even if they test negative 
for COVID-19, because it is pos-
sible for people who test negative 
to still be incubating the virus, 
and become contagious later,” 
the department stated in their an-
nouncement.

The department’s announce-
ment also addressed the timing 
of testing, stating that a test too 
soon after exposure could lead to 
a negative result. Those who were Clark County COVID-19: 149 new cases last week
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Confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Clark County 
grew by just shy of 150 in the 
past week, continuing the de-
crease in weekly cases seen re-
cently, though four more deaths 
of those confirmed to have the 
disease were also reported.

Clark County Public Health’s 
Aug. 28 report puts the total 
number of confirmed COVID-19 
cases at 2,534 since the outbreak 
began. The county saw 149 new 
cases since Aug. 21, which was 
less than the 166 seen between 
Aug. 21 and Aug. 28, continuing 
a decrease in weekly counts the 
county has seen through August.

The four deaths were more 

than last week’s two, however, 
putting the total of individuals 
who died following a COVID-19 
diagnosis in Clark County at 49. 
The deaths were Two women who 
had underlying health conditions 
— one in her 70s and one older 
than 80 — and two men older 
than 80 — one with underlying 
health conditions and one with-
out, according to Public Health 
data.

The incidence rate of new 
cases dropped slightly from last 
week’s numbers, according to 
Public Health’s latest data. As of 
Aug. 25 there were 71.6 new cases 
per 100,000 of population in the 
prior 14 days, down from 74.7 per 
100,000 that was reported as of 
Aug. 21.

Clark County’s proportion of 
COVID-19 cases in Washing-
ton state has held steady in the 
past week, according to latest 
state Department of Health data, 

though there was a slight increase 
in percentage of deaths. About 2.9 
percent of cases statewide were 
found in the county, with roughly 
2.8 percent of deaths.

GRAPH COURTESY CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A graph of Clark County confirmed cases of COVID-19 by date of 
test, updated Aug. 24.

Special education assistants, 
crossing guards among 
positions temporarily cut
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Demonstrators carry signs on the corner of State Route 503 and Main Street Aug. 28 decrying child sex 
trafficking.

Protesters eye 
monument removal      

in ridgefield 
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