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The
is coming!

are your TIRES ready!
We have the tires you 

need for all types of weather!

rain

The Refl ector Is Looking For A 
full time Advertising Consultant
If you are self-motivated, goal oriented, and have prior sales experience we want to hear from you!

Interested? Email a cover letter and resume to Lindy Waring - lwaring@chronline.com

PHOTOS BY RICK BANNAN

Dachshunds take off down the track during wiener dog races at Ridgefield Oktoberfest Sept. 14. 

Ridgefield Mayor Don Stose, behind, and Dana Ziemer pour pints at Ridgefield Oktoberfest Sept. 14.

See TAPANI on Page A2

See YACOLT on Page A2

 Hockinson  
Falls

Hawks suffer  
first loss since 2016 
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Yacolt 
mine 
permit 
can move 
forward

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

The operator of the Yacolt 

Mountain Mine has the go-ahead 

to pursue a mining permit even 

though they agreed with the 

county not to expand extraction 

operations for 10 years.

Earlier this month a hearing 

examiner for Clark County 

released a verdict on a land-use 

hearing the county hosted in 

August that looked at whether or 

not JL Storedahl & Sons, a Kelso 

company that operates the Yacolt 

Mountain Mine, was allowed to 

seek a mining permit for part 

of its property. The hearing 

examiner, Joe Turner, determined 

that Storedahl was able to pursue 

the permit, going against the 

county’s prior decision to reject 

the application in May.

Prior to Storedahl’s appeal of 

the county’s refusal, the Clark 

County Council had OKed the 

expansion of a surface mining 

overlay on more than 100 acres 

of property near the current 

mine late last year. As part of the 

agreement at that time, Storedahl 

promised not to mine on the land 

that was part of the expansion for 

10 years.

Storedahl argued that just 

because they could not mine 

the land for that time it did not 

preclude them from seeking

Hearing 
Examiner 
rules against 
county
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And they’re off.

Fans of sprinting sausage dogs 

were in for a treat last weekend 

as Ridgefield Oktoberfest played 
host to the annual wiener dog rac-

es Sept. 14. 

About a dozen dogs took off 

down the grass on a designat-

ed race track at the Ridgefield 
Outdoor Recreation Complex 

(RORC), some with more convic-

tion than others. The races have 

been a staple of Oktoberfest, now 

in its fifth year and second at the 
RORC.

Annual 
“wiener dog” 
competition 
a highlight 
of Ridgefield 
Oktoberfest

Tapani, Inc� settles in Clean Water Act lawsuit

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

A Battle Ground construction 

business has settled with an envi-

ronmental group over allegations 

that the former violated the fed-

eral Clean Water Act.

Columbia Riverkeeper an-

nounced in a news release earlier 

this month that it had settled with 

Tapani Inc. for $347,000 plus at-

torney fees and a few other stip-

ulations. According to court doc-

uments, the business operates a 

metal fabrication shop on South-

east 6th Place in Battle Ground, 

where it also performs vehicle 

and equipment repair, fueling, 

equipment storage, staging and 

warehousing at the site.

Columbia Riverkeeper filed 
their complaint in January, 

which alleged that Tapani had 

discharged unhealthy levels of 

copper into Salmon Creek, a 

waterway near the business and 

tributary of the Columbia River, 

and increased turbidity of the 

water.

Riverkeeper alleged that those 

actions violated the Clean Water 

Act as well as state laws that 

restrict the amount of pollution 

released into waterways by 

industrial facilities. In their release, 

they stated that even low levels of 

copper are toxic to young salmon 

and steelhead, stocks of which 

live in Salmon Creek. Increased 

turbidity, or sediment in the water, 

could lead to bacterial growth that 

could impair recreational activities 

in the water.

The environmental group fur-

ther alleged that Tapani “repeat-

edly failed to collect and analyze 

industrial stormwater pollution” 

which violated federal and state 

requirements, “undermining the 

public’s and government regula-

tors’ ability to hold the company 

accountable,” according to their 

release. 

“Industrial polluters like 

Tapani must take responsibili-

ty for fouling local waterways,” 

Simone Anter, an associate attor-

ney with Columbia Riverkeeper, 

stated in the release. “The settle-

ment ensures tangible results for 

Company to pay 
$374,000 plus 
attorney fees 
pending judge 
approval

A day  
at the races
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